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(Last week we featured volunteers with Connecting Streams in Ottawa. This 
week we focus on Dan Byrne and his new ministry partner, Matt Boardman.)

Things are heating up in Ottawa! We are experiencing a heat wave as the city opens up from lockdown! 
While summer is usually a season in which a lot of ministries shut things down, Ottawa is finally opening up after 
a two month stay-at-home order. Amazingly we had zero new COVID cases in the city yesterday, June 9, (25 
today, but still good!). Tomorrow are entering Stage 1 of our provincial reopening. In response, the Bridges Street 
Outreach teams will be heading back out next Tuesday after a winter hiatus. We are hoping that other ministry 
locations will soon follow. Our City Team with Connecting Streams has used this pandemic year to lay 
foundations and build into systems and people, so we feel poised in this next year to triple our number of teams 
and volunteers and double our church partnerships in the city, if God gives the grace to do so.

Our Church Planting network has faced some challenges. We are meeting social, psychological and spiritual 
needs among the very vulnerable population which gathers daily in Dundonald Park. We've tried in every way to 
respect the province's lock-down restrictions while serving the poor. This winter, we wrote our Mayor pleading with 
him to communicate with us as to how we could continue to minister. We've moved indoors and outdoors as the 
regulations shifted. We used a sound system so that people do not have to stand so close to one another to hear. 
We've prohibited people from coming if they themselves were sick or symptomatic. We've asked visitors  from 
other churches to spread out and keep distance. We are indeed trying to respect the law and the virus.

Even after all that caution, we were charged last week with violating the Reopening Ontario Act. The fines were 
upwards of $1700. Yet we believe that we should not only dispute the charges but that the law should be 
challenged - not for our sake, but because of the disproportionate burden these laws have placed on the backs of 
the poor and the street-involved people of our community. Please pray for us as we consider steps forward with 
this legal issue, even as we consider how to best continue ministering to the poor.

To hear more about the current legal challenge, listen or subscribe to our new podcast, "The Partnering Podcast" 
in which Matt Boardman and I share the joy of partnering in the Gospel in the urban centre of Ottawa, share 
insights from the field, and introduce our friends in the city who are partnering in the gospel. The first episode is 
posted at https://anchor.fm/partnering 

June Challenge: Get Matt Boardman Up and Running
Last month we shared the news that Matt is formally joining our Ottawa 
Evangelism Partnership as both a co-missionary with me in our 
Church Planting network and as our Addictions Recovery lead in 
Ottawa with Connecting Streams. Our challenge now is to get Matt 
financially supported before he gets married to Kyla at the end of the 
month. To that end, we have a huge request for you: would  you 
prayerfully consider contributing a one time gift to help Matt begin 
drawing a paycheque in July?  Matt has been labouring in the field for 
the past year with us, training for ministry and planting two churches 
with our network. But he has not yet asked for a nickel. Now that he has 
formally come on staff, we are trying to get him supported as quickly as 
possible, especially since he is getting married. We are seeking to raise 
about $25,000 before the end of June so that there is a cushion in our account for both of us to draw salaries. We 
are very thankful to all our monthly supporters and how you faithfully and generously keep us going. We also 
have many occasional and one-time donors that have really kept me afloat this year. If you are an occasional 
donor, a gift this month will make a huge difference in Matt's ability to settle in with his new wife and continue his 
ministry without interruption. Thank you all for praying for us. I know that even if you are not able to support us 
financially at the moment, your prayers are with us. (Matt's story and work at Dundonald Park is featured in an 8-
minute video on YouTube. Search for: YouTube Ottawa Urban Missionary) 
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