
Missions Moment for May 16, 2021
Dave and Aleece Cooper  and three boys: Eric (2010), Titus (2013), Lucas (2015)

Preparing for Ministry in Peru with Across Borders for World Evangelism Canada (ABWE) 
Receive updates directly at dave.cooper@abwe.cc or www.cooperstoperu.com 

Life in Costa Rica
Everyone is saying the rainy season has started early. What that means is the mornings are warm, by 

noon it is cloudy and hot, and in the afternoon there are thunderstorms with things cooling off in the evening. Most 
people scatter from the park when it rains, but we…enjoy the cool air and have the park to ourselves.

We are all in a routine of school from 7:30 am until noon, walking to and from. Then we rest, exercise, run 
errands, go to the park, and study in the afternoons and evenings. At the park we often see people we have met 
before. The kids play and we all practice Spanish with our Tico friends. The Ticos are 
always amazed (or scared) when our boys climb the jungle gyms like monkeys, often 
hanging by one arm and chasing each other around like apes. This has earned them 
the nickname "los monos blancos" (the white monkeys), at which the Ticos laugh.

The kids frequently ask, "How do you say ____ in Spanish?" and their 
curiosity and understanding of the language has really blossomed. Eric (2010) and 
Titus (2013) enjoy playing soccer with neighbour kids, often late into the evening. 
They, along with Lucas (2015), are continuing to adjust to school, many times 
comparing it to other schools they’ve attended. Thankfully they are making friends. 
Hopefully their adjustments will help them grow in important areas that the Lord will 
use for His service. We are so proud of their openness to learn and to love others.

Language
When we end one trimester and begin another, we receive evaluations before pressing on. Dave and I 

had mini "conversation evaluations" with our language teachers (in April). This gives the administration an idea of 
our progress and helps them to group students for the next trimester. Dave and I each have different grammar 
and conversation teachers… Our experience with them has been great…

We are thankful that we can practice our Spanish on the street, but it is helpful that we can also learn in 
church as we worship and study the Bible in Spanish… The pastor's sermons are very practical…

Liberty!!!
As some of you have heard, Dave has successfully completed his PhD in Hebrew and Old Testament 

Exegesis and defended his dissertation… Woohoo! This has been a loooong work in progress; he was in the 
application process before Eric was born and has been a "PhD student" our children's entire lives…

Prayer:
• Thank the Lord for His guidance and grace as Dave has completed his degree.
• Thank the Lord for continued health for our family. We haven't had to miss any school due to illness.
• Thank the Lord for the growth we have seen in the boys as they adapt to the culture and learn the language.
• Please pray for wisdom and time management as we continue to study.
• Please pray for Aleece's mom's health.
• Please pray for Peru as they are experiencing many cases of COVID, political unrest, and economic hardship.
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