
February 21, 2021.    Mission Moments:  S___ D___
Serving in South East Asia with a Bible translation organization

To receive prayer updates directly, contact our Missions Committee



(An edited update from S.D’s January 31 Prayer letter)

Dear friends far and near,

Happy New Year to you all! I hope during this past 
Christmas season you found joy in celebrating the birth of 
Jesus, the King of Kings. As we enter this year, we can take 
heart that he is still in control despite the upheavals around us.

Answers to prayer

1. I received some photo updates from Pastor ______ showing 
progress on the music videos that the Ne people began 
producing this fall. There were…(photos) with shots of cultural 
scenes, but the most exciting thing for me was seeing a 
photograph of a young Buddhist woman reading the Ne 
language in her village, with people gathered around listening 
(see photo to left). When she started attending workshops with 
our team this year, she had no experience with literacy 
whatsoever. The videographer is in the picture filming, so I 
assume this scene will be included in the future music videos. It 
is very exciting to see the non-Christian Ne villagers using the 
new writing system. Thank you for praying for the success of this 
film-making and literacy-promotion project.

2. Pastor _______ and his brother attended a dictionary workshop in November and were able to learn how to 
use a computer program called WeSay to begin assembling a trilingual dictionary in Ne (Ne-Xanaduan-English). 
They entered 400 words during the workshop, and as time goes on we will expand the dictionary. This will be a 
useful resource for the Bible translation phase.

3. I've familiarized myself with a lot of the administrative and digital aspects of the course I will be teaching online 
in January, though there will be much work in preparing the content of each lecture. 

4. My dad's health has remained relatively stable, though there was one tough week over the holidays. We are 
very thankful he was able to spend Christmas at home this year and not in the hospital. 

Things to pray about

1. Please pray for the ability to forge forward in the schedule of workshops with the Ne people, as we continue 
developing the literacy program and laying the groundwork for the translation phase. Specifically, we hope to do a 
primer workshop early in 2021 to create a resource for teaching Ne people how to read their language. In 
preparation for that task we still need to finalize some decisions on the writing system. 

2. The number of cases of the coronavirus is rising in the country where I usually live in Asia, and also the area 
where the Ne live. Please pray that the situation improves and that the international border opens as soon as 
possible so the Ne people can work at our centre again.

3. I would appreciate prayer for the course I will be teaching from January to April (while in Canada). This teaching 
is part of my mission assignment during my time home, since the faculty of linguistics at the university is part of 
the main training institution for the mission agency I serve under. Though I have taught at the university level 
before, this will be the first time doing it online, and the first time I am in charge of the entire course. 

4. Thank you for praying for my dad's health. Please pray the doctors have great wisdom as they choose how to 
treat his relapsed cancer. (He is in hospital in Ottawa. (It is awkward for Shane’s mother in Pembroke to visit.) 
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