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2020 Update: What a year! I am nearing the end of my first year as a 
missionary in Ottawa. It was a step of faith to step out beyond the walls 
of the church to spark a missionary movement here in Ottawa. I am 
overwhelmed by what God is doing. 

Many of you joined me for a dessert night (in November). Here is an update and some prayer requests 
Connecting Streams
• Our fall Bridges ministry wrapped up a few weeks ago. This was our first re-booted ministry through the 

COVID pandemic. We sent three teams into the city with meals and a message of hope. It was awesome to 
see God move in those conversations each week. I can’t wait until we reopen in the spring.

• We were able to relaunch one of our ministries in a low-income seniors’ residence with a smaller group of 
people practicing social distancing and wearing masks. The seniors are very happy to have this team visiting…

• We’ve expanded our team! We’ve recently added… areas of intercultural ministries (and) bereavement 
ministries (to our) inner-city, addictions, prison & post prison, Seniors & LTC ministries. 

• I and other members of our team have worked with www.respondottawa.com to develop an “Adopt a Home/
LTC” strategy, and www.capitalhope.ca to help the hurting connect with local churches in the area.

Ottawa CityChurch Network
• We’ve planted two churches! After launching CityChurch Hawthorne 

in January, we responded to the movement of the Holy Spirit as 
planted a second church in September. (spurottawa.com article for 
October 29, 2020). 

• We are planning to have a joint CityChurch network service on January 
2 bringing the two churches together for the first time for en evening of 
prayer, worship and celebration. Please pray for the planning and for 
the 6-10 people or so you are seeking baptism that day. 

• Please pray for the ongoing stabilizing and maturing of both churches. 
Pray that we would grow in love and grace, walking in the way of 
Christ. Please pray for wisdom, strength, unity, and deep knowledge of 
the Lord among the leaders, including Matt and myself. 

Financial Support update
• Praise the Lord, God has brought us nearly fully funded through 2020! What an answer to prayer! We thank 

the Lord for each of you who has supported us in little and large ways this year.
• With that said, we need to begin all over again in 2021. Thankfully, we are not starting at zero this year. If 

those who have committed to supporting us monthly remain on with us, we are at around 30% of our need.
• Your end of year gift can make a major impact on our ministry this year. Last year, over 20% of our yearly 

goal was received during the holiday season. We would be blessed and honoured if you would consider 
supporting us with a gift this holiday season, or if you committed to partner with us monthly over the next year.

Last, but not Least, Our Family Update!
• My wife Jean has been training for her new job with the Red Cross as a rapid responder. We are very thankful 

for this opportunity and believe that Jean will gain valuable work experience. Please pray for our family as she 
will likely be placed in a LTC home to assist personal support workers. We do not yet know when/where yet.

• Aiko has signed a lease to move into an apartment with some other students her age. The pandemic has 
affected her the most as she is our most social child and had big plans for her first year of university away from 
home. The excitement of moving out of the house and being a little more independent (she’ll still only be a 
neighbourhood away!) has already helped lift her spirits substantially.

• Keiden and Noemi are continuing in school and are adjusting to the new normal pretty well. Please pray that 
they can continue to seek the Lord and grow in Him.

• Please pray for us in 2021. This past year has been a year of building and strengthening our city team even 
as opportunities have remained closed. However, we still have a great core of dedicated leaders and 
volunteers ready to spring into action!
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