
 

 

Mission Moments November 29, 2020 

Melissa Melick 
Serving International Students in Edmonton with IVCF: mmelick@ivcf.ca   

Excerpts from Melissa’s update, October 30, 2020 

 

Thanksgiving  

…A week before thanksgiving, Ann shared with us an idea... What if we made a 

thanksgiving dinner, packaged it, delivered it alongside a thanksgiving activity package and 

then gathered over zoom? 

So Ann, James, Alan and I divided up the parts of the meal…and we spent the morning and 

afternoon masked up in preparations. Then began the packaging and delivering of the meals to 

the 28 students who had signed up to join us! ...While there were bumps along the way, we 

were able to get started by 6pm… Students who hadn't connected in a while were delighted to 

see each other! …We prayed and enjoyed a wonderful meal together and for many in the group 

this was their first time eating with friends over zoom.  

Even though it was a lot of work, it was worth it…I had the opportunity to share about the 

history of Canadian Thanksgiving and the ways that many of our traditional foods come from the Indigenous harvest festival 

and thankfulness traditions and invite students to consider what they are thankful for in this season which can seem difficult 

and never ending. 

 

The Province Has Become So Small 

…I have had so many opportunities to work together with my team in Edmonton and with our all Alberta region. Having 

ministry online has made the province seem so small because we get to work across cities and connect students more regularly 

with their peers in different fellowships and cities… Regionally, I have had the pleasure to work with five other staff to develop 

and host a leadership forum for students across the whole province!  

In September we discussed our motivations for leading and being ok with discomfort and in October we focused on how 

God's design for authority and power is upside down from our societal norm. Student leaders and potential student leaders have 

excitedly gathered for both of these to learn from one another, to be encouraged, to grow as leaders and to be empowered to 

reach out in this season to their peers. 

 

Personal Update 

It is already the end of October and Alan and I will be getting married on December 12th! We had picked this date even 

before the pandemic began and not wanting the pandemic to dictate our plans, decided to go ahead. We are getting excited and 

would also appreciate your prayers as we embark on this journey of life and ministry together. 

This will be the last update you receive from just me because after we are married, we will begin sending out one update to 

all of you so that you can be praying for all aspects of our ministry together. We are so grateful for your prayers and partnership 

over the years and grateful that we are entering into marriage knowing we have such wonderful people around us. 

 

Praise God For: 

 For two international students from India who have been participating in Alpha even all the way from India 

 For students asking really difficult questions about How Jesus could be God, because of our Discover study in the 

Gospel of John 

 For the opportunity to connect with students online for Thanksgiving 

 For His provision in rest in this season of creativity and trying new things 

 

Please Pray For: 

 Wisdom as… to how we will witness to International students over the Christmas season and care for them as they 

continue to be unable to go home for a visit and as some struggle to get visas to come to Canada to study 

 Pray for Ann, James, myself and our student leaders team Wendy, Monica, Jane, Nancy, Jeffry, and Daniel as we plan 

and cast vision for the winter semester. We may also be adding a new member Rovena and you can pray for Alex as she 

continues to take a step back from leadership to prepare for her Masters defense 

 Pray for Alan and I as we continue to prepare for marriage and as we grow in how we witness to the Kingdom of God in 

our neighbourhood and with our students 

 

Fundraising Update 

…At this point I am 73% funded for this coming year 2020-2021. This means that I need to raise about $1500/month. If 

you know anyone who has capacity at this time and cares deeply about International Students or wants to support young people 

at this challenging time let me know! 


