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It has been a year and one month since I set foot in Kinshasa, West 
DRC. This year has flown by, and even though I miss my family and 
friends so much, I am excited to look back and see God’s faithfulness 
and provision in every event and circumstance throughout this past 
year. Here are a few highlights: 

Building relationships with our national team and the airport 
staff. I have made some great friends, and our MAF Congolese 
team treat me as one of their own. They are not afraid to tell me, 
‘Look you have gained some weight in the last week,’ or, ‘You 
shouldn’t wear that.’ Some of my best mornings are at the foot of the 
aircraft with passengers, airport workers, and my staff. One of the 
passenger lounge hostesses, Patricia, has become the closest person to family that I have here. She has really 
helped me integrate into the Congolese culture, has clothes sown for me, navigates me through the busy traffic, and 
helps me in buying all of my produce and fish from the markets (which is a fifth of the price I would pay in the grocery 
stores). She has made my days away from family not as lonely, and I pray 
and hope that one day she will be part of my heavenly family. The Lord 
definitely has provided friends, and even a Congolese sister for me here in 
Kinshasa. 

The joy in planning flights that deliver critical medical supplies and 
vaccines to the villages where only a MAF plane can land. One that I will 
never forget, was a week-long trip we planned to the Kasai province of Congo 
to deliver critical medical supplies and equipment. In order for our MAF aircraft 
to fly out to Tshikaji, and to operate flights over the full four days, with 
numerous stops per day delivering supplies to the surrounding villages, a total 
of 25 large barrels of jet fuel had to be trucked in from Kinshasa. And what a 
journey that was! It took the driver over three weeks to get there! Battling the 
terrain and roads (or lack there of), the truck broke down twice along the way. At 
one point, the driver even got sick and had to be hospitalized! What else could go 
wrong, you ask? The picture to the right shows how the workers then had to dig 
out the road and fill large holes with dirt in order for the truck to pass. At times, it 
looked like he was driving through a river! What a blessing it was to finally see the 

large barrels arrive safe and sound. 

Another highlight was in August when I was able to 
visit our base in Semendua, and meet the MAF staff 
that I had been communicating with for almost a year. We 
were able to sort through some changes we had 
implemented and it was a joy to finally meet in-person. 
Savanet, our MAF rep, was so happy to meet me face-to-
face, that we have now become great friends. He even 

gifted me with plantains, avocadoes, and a bunch of bananas that weighed more 
than I did. I am thankful for God’s provision of some tasty fruits and good 
relationships with my fellow teammates.  

And today, as our little 206 Cessna plane took off, I said to the staff, “This is 
the best flight of the week!” It carried two Sunday school teachers and Bibles 
that were going to be distributed to the village of Inongo. These types of mission trips always remind me of why I am 
serving here and why our MAF aircrafts are such vital tools in helping reach these remote areas of the DRC. Trips 
that would take weeks of driving in horrible conditions are just a couple of hours by plane. We are saving lives; 
physically with medicine and spiritually with the Gospel. The Lord is faithful to His promises. When we choose to step 
out in faith and follow His calling, He will always come through and help us accomplish our mission for His glory.  

Follow me on facebook: @en.route.corrine.maf 

Contact Information: Email: ccadinouche@maf.org
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Praise & Prayer 

 Thank you for your continued prayers, support and encouragement over the last few months of the pandemic. 

Though we are far away, I have really felt surrounded. 

 With different health issues around me (Malaria, Ebola, and COVID-19), I give thanks to the Lord that I have been 

able to remain healthy. 

 Please pray for our operation here in Kinshasa, that we will always seek to share the light with our neighbours 

and airport authorities at the airport hangar. 

 Praise for all the vaccines and medical equipment that have been delivered in the past month to help those in 

need. 

 Please pray for my friend Patricia, that Jesus will touch her heart and she will accept him as her saviour. 

MAF has been serving the village of Mimia for many years. I was excited to be asked to accompany Dan Carlson, 

our Chief Pilot, on a flight to Mimia (pictured above). He was going to assess the airstrip where one of our staff 

members and a group of local volunteers had been working for a week to clean up and widen the airstrip, removing 

trees and overgrown vegetation, in order for us to be able to land the caravan on it.  

Mimia is a small community, 2.5 flight hours away from Kinshasa. It sits near the equator, 

surrounded by the second largest rainforest in the world, filled with 80-foot-tall trees!  

The Mimia airstrip is often soft and is one of the most difficult airstrips we land on since it is not 

exactly straight. It is short and narrow, and the surface can be uneven. Soft spots on the surface 

were identified, and large termite mounds were hauled in and crumbled in order to harden those 

areas. A challenge to say the least!  

Each pilot flying to Mimia requires special training, so when the airstrip had become overgrown, 

MAF knew something had to be done. MAF Switzerland heard of the problem and offered 

assistance which allowed for major improvements to take place. Ensuring we can land here is 

essential to the community, and we did not want them to become further isolated because of the 

state of the runway. Our Caravan, which is much bigger and more suitable to carry large loads, is 

now able to land and deliver vaccinations and supplies to the local hospital. You can read a more 

in-depth article written by Chaundra Eagar in our upcoming Flying for Life fall edition.  

While in Mimia, I able to visit the local hospital and see for myself the work that is being done. 

After working closely with Dr. Makuma for the last year, planning numerous vaccine delivery projects, it was a treat 

for me to experience the result of all our ‘behind the scenes’ work to accomplish these 

medical flights. When the plane lands, the whole village 

shows up. Within minutes, all the supplies are carried on their 

heads back to the hospital in the village. Each time I fly to the 

interior villages, I am touched to see how essential our planes 

are in connecting these people to the outside world. We are 

truly a lifeline to these communities, and I feel so blessed to 

have a small part in this great mission. 

https://www.mafc.org/africa/democratic-republic-of-the-congo/many-hands-make-light-work-how-one-community-kept-a-lifeline-open

