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 Years ago, when Barb and I lived in southern California, we decided to go on a day-long 

motorcycle ride with our friend, Kenny.  Kenny would ride his red Harley-Davidson Sportster, and Barb 

and I would be on our silver Honda CB750f.  Our plan was to ride north out of San Antonio Heights into 

the San Gabriel Mountains to see Mt. Baldy and loop back down to the city on Glendora Ridge Road.  

We were very excited about this beautiful ride! 

 

 As we were headed steeply upward through many switchbacks we came to some huge rocks 

placed directly across both lanes.  We could see quite a few rocks in the road past the blockade.  There 

was a sign which said “road closed.”  I must admit that I simply did not believe the sign.  I thought: 

Well, maybe a car can’t go through, but a motorcycle might squeeze between the rocks.  But in a fit of 

common sense we turned around, disappointed.  Come to find out later that the road had literally fallen 

completely off the mountain!  The way ahead was blocked just as the sign said. 

 

 Years later, on another outing, my wife, Barb, and I visited the Lockport Caves.  These caves 

were originally carved in the rock to take advantage of the water power created by a big drop in the 

topography.  They are right next to an elaborate lock system on the big Erie Barge Canal.  The tour 

guide for the caves takes you down to the huge outflow hole which is covered by a metal grate which 

has a padlocked door built into it.  The guide gives some words of guidance, he lets the group through 

the door, and then…locks it behind the last person. 

 

 This quickly became a problem for me because I have a medium-grade case of claustrophobia.  I 

stepped back and watched the entire group waltz happily into the jaws of doom while waiting for my 

panic to subside.  Right next to me was a six-year old boy who was also panicking.  In my opinion, we 

were the only sensible people on the tour.  I think I actually spoke out loud: “I know, little dude.”  But 

after a while we both calmed down, rejoined the group which was oblivious to our impending death, and 

successfully completed the tour.  Unlike the missing road in southern California, I experienced a real 

blockage, but one which was purely internal.  Nothing was actually in my way—except an irrational 

fear.  No part of my thinking brain thought that, after a century of standing strong, the Lockport Caves 

were going to collapse on me.  But I was blocked nonetheless. 

 

 Apart from the work of Jesus Christ in his atoning sacrifice on the cross and victorious 

resurrection from the dead, we are all blocked from the most important things a person can experience: 

the personal knowledge of God, genuine transformation of the self, and the manifestation of God in our 

lives.  And beyond that, we also wrestle with internal blockages due to fear, doubt, and negative 

thinking.  These can prevent us from embracing these deep realities of God when the way is not actually 

blocked.  Let’s consider these blockages one by one. 

 

BLOCKED FROM THE PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OF GOD 

 

 The peoples of the world have, for all time, wrestled with the idea of God: Who is God?  How 
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can God be known?  Can God help me? Does he even know that I exist?  What does he want from me?  

How can I get near God?  The devil, his demons, and sinful humans have provided the world with 

answers to these questions—all of them wrong, bad, and ultimately deadly. 

 

 By contrast, the Wilderness Tabernacle of Israel was a unique revelation of God to the entire 

world that he was present with his people.  The ancient world became aware of the series of unthinkable 

miracles which accompanied Israel out of Egypt, across the Red Sea, to the foot of Mount Sinai, and 

then across hundreds of miles of desert for forty years.  They were accompanied by water from the rock, 

manna from heaven, clothes and sandals which did not wear out, and the defeat of their enemies. 

 

 And there, glowing in the Tabernacle, was the shekinah glory by which the Lord announced to 

his people Israel: “I am with you.”  All of the peoples of the region got this message as well, and 

measured their gods against Yahweh Elohim.  Their many Baals, often a different one per city, did not 

feed, heal, speak out loud, protect…or glow! 

 

 But the Tabernacle of God also said something else which would be experienced by Israel for 

centuries.  God’s presence was revealed in the Holy of Holies, into which no one could go on pain of 

death.  The High Priest was sent in once a year on the Day of Atonement.  Bells were placed on his 

garment and a rope around his leg.  If the High Priest did not approach the Lord in the right way the 

bells would stop ringing and the other priests would pull their dead leader out by the rope.  Both the 

Tabernacle and the Temple were a visual image which said that God was with them, but they were 

blocked from being where he was.  If they tried to enter, they would be slain by his holiness which they 

could see shining out behind the veil which blocked their entrance. 

 

 And then Jesus changed everything.  The writer to the Hebrews urges everyone who believes: 

“Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of 

Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, and 

since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a sincere heart in full 

assurance of faith…” (Hebrews 10:19-22a NASB). The blockage to the presence of God was removed 

for all time and eternity. 

 

 Because of Jesus, we can have what everyone most wants in their heart of hearts, no matter what 

they may say.  The prime reason for our creation—personal fellowship with God—is now possible.  

Christ, our Forerunner has made a way into the Holy of Holies by tearing the veil.  We have been 

unblocked and can now enter by faith. 

 

 The question, men and women, is what we will do with this greatest of all privileges.  With a few 

exceptions, the Jewish people were told that they could only know God indirectly: hearing his words, 

seeing his manifestations, and participating in corporate worship.  Now that we can know God directly 

and personally, what internal blockages may still be in the way? 

 

 C. S. Lewis wrote in an essay on prayer that many people do not pray because they have a 

powerful fear that God will answer!  What may happen if we open ourselves to the sovereign Lord?  

Erwin McManus, in an address to Alliance General Council, addressed this issue head on: “What if I ask 

God what he wants me to do with my life and he sends me to Aaaafricaaa?  Or some other 

uncomfortable place?”  His point was that faith always involves risk, but the biggest risk is not the 
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danger we may face when we are on mission with our Lord.  The biggest risk is missing out on the 

personal knowledge of God by failing to follow him.  This is the sweetest and most meaningful thing 

any person can ever know. 

 

 Our Lord has paid the greatest price to invite you and me into the Holy of Holies.  Let us not 

miss out!  Because of him we can have confidence to enter the personal presence of God.  He bids us to 

come by faith with honest, true hearts.  Let us not schedule him out of our days!  And when we flop into 

some sin, no matter how egregious and absurd for a believer, let us run in a spirit of repentance to our 

heavenly Father who welcomes us.  The way to him has been unblocked.  Let us not permit any 

blockages from within ourselves. 

 

BLOCKED FROM TRANSFORMATION OF THE SELF 

 

 Secondly, human beings with broken souls are in a perpetual quest for change.  How can we be 

happier, better looking, healthier, smarter, more athletic, more peaceful, or more satisfied?  And just 

because some people have given up the quest does not mean that they don’t want those things.  We 

yearn so much that we become vulnerable to people marketing everything to us.  This has risen to a 

fever pitch with the incessant clickbait on the internet which is thrust our way: “Eat this one strange food 

and live longer!”  “Rub this on your skin and look younger!”  It never ends.  The reality is that few 

people achieve effective personal change.  And no one gets a true transformation of the inner person.  

Angry people die angry, the selfish die selfish, and the vain die vain, as a rule. 

 

 Paul the Apostle, as a Christian man and anointed servant of the Lord, wrote this: “For what I 

am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the 

very thing I hate….For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing 

is present in me, but the doing of the good is not.  For the good that I want, I do not do, but I 

practice the very evil that I do not want” (Romans 7:15, 18-19 NASB). 

 

 Follow this logic carefully:  Paul, a man filled with the Holy Spirit, was confessing that as a 

human being, he was powerless to change his ruined, self-destructive inner self.  How much more is this 

true for people who are dead in their sins!  We are blocked, blocked, blocked—all of us, if left to our 

own devices. 

 

 No, it takes a God to bring inner transformation to broken human beings. And that is precisely 

what the Lord has promised to do.  The prophet Ezekiel spoke of this in the New Covenant which he 

prophesied to Israelites in the Babylonian captivity.  God says: “Moreover, I will give you a new heart 

and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you 

a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will 

be careful to observe My ordinances” (Ezekiel 36:26-27). 

 

 There is hope!  Not only will our stony hearts be replaced by hearts which are alive for the first 

time, but God will actually put his own Spirit within us.  With that Holy Spirit comes both the 

implantation of God’s truth within us, but also the empowerment to live by God’s truth.  The bondage to 

the things we hate is broken.  As Martin Luther King preached: “Free at last, free at last, thank God 

Almighty, free at last!” 
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 I was raised in a mainline denominational church where I learned about Jesus as a child until my 

whole family quit church when I was eleven.  I had a pretty sinful and rough set of teen years, though I 

did my homework and stayed out of jail.  I had a habit of controlling others by blowing up and 

screaming at them.  It worked quite well because I was louder than anyone else. 

 

 I received the Lord at the age of seventeen and began attending a church and youth group with 

some friends.  Somehow I talked my parents into coming to church with me on the Sunday when I was 

being received into membership.  I later heard that my father, who had no outward profession of faith, 

remarked to the pastor that I was no longer an angry young man.  Inner transformation had begun in the 

life of angry Dave.  I was certainly powerless to effect this change.  And this would never have 

happened if I had merely “found religion” as some family members said.  Religion would merely have 

been a doily covering the seething cauldron of my soul. 

 

 Brothers and sisters, the actual blockage to the transformation of your inner person has, in fact, 

been removed.  What fears, what wrong desires, what strongholds are keeping you stuck with things 

which belong to the old self?  What confusions about your status in the New Covenant are making an 

internal blockage to doing the good that you want, as Paul wrote?  You are indwelt by God’s Holy Spirit 

and his word has been planted in your heart!  Your birthright as a child of God is to be set free, changed, 

and empowered by the Lord Jesus Christ.  Do not accept anything less than this. 

 

BLOCKED FROM THE MANIFESTATION OF GOD IN OUR LIVES 

 

 Thirdly, before our regeneration in Christ we are all intellectually ignorant, morally naked with 

no excuse for our behavior, and spiritually dead.  Nothing of God, other than a scratched remnant of the 

divine image, shines out from us.  We cannot speak truly about God, we cannot display divine attributes 

in our manner of life, and we cannot do anything which displays God’s power in the world.  This is the 

reality of all false religions which must try to jinn up all of those things.  No matter how hard we try, we 

are all blocked from manifesting God in our lives. 

 

 But the Captain of our souls has torn the veil blocking the way to the Holy of Holies.  We can 

now live in the presence and knowledge of God.  Because of that, everything has changed.  There are 

more areas of consequence because of this change, but the following three manifestations of God’s 

power are now possible: 

 

 First, through Christ we gain the ability to project God’s saving grace into the world.  There was 

a moment in Christ’s earthly ministry when he asked the disciples who they thought he was.  Peter 

correctly answered that the carpenter in front of him, Jesus, was in fact the Christ, son of the living God.  

Jesus followed up that word of faith with a stunning commission: “And Jesus said to him, ‘Blessed are 

you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in 

heaven.  I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the 

gates of Hades will not overpower it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and 

whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 

shall have been loosed in heaven’” (Matthew 16:17-19). 

 

 The crucial context to the meaning of binding and loosing is that Christ had just said that he 

would build his church.  How is the church built?  As saving grace comes to each person through the 
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gospel, they are loosed from bondage to sin and death while they yet live on the earth, and that loosing 

has heavenly consequences. 

 

There may be more to binding and loosing, but what a privilege to manifest the mercy and grace 

of God to the world through the gospel!  As Paul later wrote, God is making his appeal to the world 

through us.  When we share the good news and someone comes to Christ, an undeniable God-thing 

happens. 

 

 Secondly, through Christ we gain the ability to project divine attributes into the world through 

our transformed lives.  As we walk in the Spirit we become living object lessons for the world to see, as 

Paul wrote to the Galatians: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law” (Galatians 5:22-

23).  An old saying remains true: The only book about God some people will ever read is us.  How 

remarkable to have that privilege!  Let us make the most of it. 

 

 Thirdly, through Christ we gain the ability to project divine power into the world.  One of Paul’s 

lists of spiritual gifts provides a good picture: “For to one is given the word of wisdom through the 

Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the 

same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and to another the effecting of 

miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various 

kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues” (1 Corinthians 12:8-10). 

 

 Sorcerers, Satanists, New Agers, and followers of every false religion desperately want to project 

spiritual power into the world.  We have the privilege of manifesting the One True God through the 

exercise of the spiritual gifts he has given us.  We are not blocked!  Do the God stuff!  I cannot tell you 

exactly what God will chose to do through you.  But as you seek to minister grace and truth, as you pray 

in the name of Jesus for mighty things, God will do beyond all that we ask or think!  That is his promise. 

 

 In The Lord of the Rings by J. R. R. Tolkien there is a mighty battle for rule of Middle Earth.  

The armies of good would either succeed or Middle Earth would be hopelessly plunged into the 

domination of the foul ruler Sauron. 

 

 As part of this battle, a leader named Aragorn must take his band to the battle by way of a 

passage beneath the mountains.  It is called the Paths of the Dead because an entire army got stuck there 

as ghosts during a war from a previous epoch.  It is also called the Paths of the Dead because those who 

try to pass through are never seen again. 

 

 Yet Aragorn decides to go that very way.  His band advances through the dark cave tunnel in 

great fear.  They see mists and hear whispering voices.  They see the bones and weapons of others who 

never made it through.  And then their doom comes upon them.  As they pass into a huge cavern, they 

become surrounded by a legion of ghost warriors led by a great commander who announces: “The way 

is shut.  It was made by those who are dead and the dead keep it.” 

 

 Aragorn’s party is stricken with paralyzing fear.  What will become of them?  Aragorn and the 

ghostly commander come face to face, and the ghost speaks again: “The dead do not suffer the living to 

pass!”  And in a moment of resolve, Aragorn draws his legendary sword and cries back: “You will 
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suffer me!”  With a swirl of ghostly mists and sounds, Aragorn not only gains passage through the Paths 

of the Dead, he also takes control of the ghostly army who begin to fight for him. 

 

 Why?  Because this dirty, ill-clothed man is the prophesied King of Middle Earth, yet to be 

revealed to the world at large.  Because the prophecies say that the coming King would have the power 

to do this very thing. 

 

 Our Lord Jesus, our King, the only rightful King of the world, has opened the way for us to the 

presence and personal knowledge of God, a way which before had meant only death.  And because he 

has made a way for us, we are unblocked! 

 

 First, embrace your privilege to know God and live in his presence!  Do not permit the 

scheduling of your days to block him out. 

 

 Second, receive your freedom in Christ!  Walk away from the things which work death to your 

spirit.  Leap into the life transformation God grants you by right. 

 

 Finally, engage the divine manifestations God seeks to grant the world through you: the 

projection of saving grace through the gospel, the projection of divine attributes through your life, and 

the projection of divine power through your spiritual gifts and prayers. 

 

 These things are our birthright.  They are God’s calling for us.  There is joy in them!  And they 

are what a dying world needs from us.  Let us not shrink back!  The destinies of men, women, and 

children are at stake. 


