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THOUGHTS ON FOUR MORE YEARS 

 

 Grace to you all!  I have just returned from a wonderful six-week sabbatical.  Lots of travel, both remote 
and city locations, excellent spiritual and intellectual stimulation, winding up with a blessed week of family reunion 
here in Rome.  I have had lots of time to think and pray, and I thought I would share some thoughts with you about 
what I see coming during the next four years. 

1.   Subsidies for church ministry and expansion will fall to almost nothing.  Over the last eight years we have 
released almost $2 million in church planting, revitalization, leadership development, and bridge grants to 
help churches get new pastors.  The Church Development Fund is nearly played out, so we will all need to 
have a different idea of how funding the vision can happen.  The Lord is not limited by this! 

2.   I am convinced that I need to spend more of my time with direct kingdom advance.  I will be working with 
our staff to help each of us refine our efforts in these crucial days.  One key item which I developed while 
away is a special leadership training day for pastors, elders, and ministry teams.  I believe we need a refined 
Biblical idea of the judicatory and ministry roles of pastors and elders who then build teams to do the work 
of the kingdom.  I will be seeking invitations from regional churches to host a Saturday training where    
pastors, elders, and other church leaders from an hour or more away can meet for a combination of teaching, 
workshopping, and ministry planning.  Funding may be more constrained in the days ahead, but nothing 
need constrain the leaders who remain the key element in church advance. 

 3. I will support Sally Fry as she rolls out training and materials to boost the work of our ordination and      
consecration mentors.  The work of driving ordination and consecration preparation belongs first to the   
candidates, second to the mentors, and only last to the district office.  In our desire to help candidates      
succeed we have sometimes allowed this order to get turned on its head. 

4.   The district staff and I will be spending less time with people and churches in conflict who are not willing to 
admit their failings, repent, and ask forgiveness from God and one another.  This may require summary   
decisions on my part which will be unpopular.  But I am reminded that Jesus let the Rich Young Ruler walk 
away, and he also commanded the disciples to abandon cities which rejected the gospel.  This sounds harsh, 
but the mission demands it.  Conflict solutions which are not founded on the blood of Christ are ultimately 
fruitless. 

  5. While I do not want to compete with Dr. Stumbo for Preachingest Man in 
the Alliance, I would like to preach more.  And while I am able to slide into 
a preaching series slot or topic, I would prefer to have the freedom to seek 
the Lord for the specific message for that day.  This, of course, depends on 
invitations from all of you.  Thank you in advance. 

  6. Spiritually, I returned with a renewed sense of the utter nothingness which 
the human named Dave Linn has to offer to the church.  In harmony with 
that, I have a renewed sense of my need for total reliance on the Lord God 
for all things.  Selah.  Two verses from Psalm 54 speak strongly to me: 
“Behold, God is my helper; /The Lord is the sustainer of my 
soul” (Psalm 54:4 NASB).  And “Willingly I will sacrifice to You; I will 
give thanks to Your name, O LORD, for it is good” (Psalm 54:6). 

 

I look forward to the good fruit of Christ’s kingdom growing among and through 
us in the years to come.  Maranatha! 



 

 

OPEN CHURCHES 

SENIOR/LEAD PASTORS 
 Candor, NY 
 Horseheads, NY 
 Waverly, NY 
 Saranac Lake, NY 
 Walton, NY 
 Lockport, NY 
 Rochester, NY (Trinity) 
 
STAFF POSITIONS 
 South Glens Falls, NY 

(Media and Worship Arts) 
 Vestal, NY—Valleyview 
       (Youth and Worship) 
 Arcade, NY - CrossTown 
 Greece, NY—CrossTown 
      (Children’s Min. Director) 
      (Youth Min. Director) 

DREAM INCENTIVE GRANT 
 

The National Office has announced the 2022 Dream Incentive Grant 
to help assist local churches. This grant is provided through a      

generous donation that comes outside of the Great Commission 
Fund budget. In the last six years, 103 churches have received 

grants totaling $1,274,340. 

CLICK HERE to find out if your church qualifies as well as             
instructions on how to apply. The deadline for the application is   

September 15.  Results will be shared on or around December 15.                             

WELCOME NEW OFFICIAL WORKERS! 

 

Mr. Kevin Boothby (Jenessa) 
Pastor  

Tracy Creek Memorial Church, Vestal, NY 

 

Ms. Victoria Spencer 

Leadership Development Coordinator 

Kenmore Alliance Church, Tonawanda, NY 

 

Mr. Darren Rowles (Kelli) 

Pastor 

Hillside Alliance Church, Ithaca, NY 

N E D  

N O T I C E S  

GREAT COMMISSION FUND 
2022 year to date giving to the Great Commission 

Fund from our District Churches of $847,659 is 
98.6% compared to this month in 2021. 
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IN TRANSITION 

Rev. Evans Christian– Special Assignment 

Rev. Brian French, D. Min. -  

Transfer to Mid– Atlantic District 

 

With Deepest Sympathy 

 

Mrs. Judy S. Wright 

July 4, 2022 

(Mother of Rev. Thomas Wright) 

 

Mrs. Betty J. Peace 

July 6, 2022 

(Wife of Rev. Jesse Peace) 

 

Rev. Clayton B. Glickert 

July 16, 2022 

              (Father of Mr. Deron Glickert) 

 

                  Mrs. Donna J. Cross 

               August 15, 2022 

                 (Wife of Rev. Randall Cross) 

 

https://cmalliance.wufoo.com/forms/2022-dream-incentive-grant-application/
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When I was a young student, I never looked forward to the 

quarterly report card. I was a less than average student in my 

elementary and junior high school years and often 

disappointed my mom with my grades. Whether or not you 

looked forward to getting your report card, there is value in 

knowing you stand. Perhaps, like me, this was a nerve-racking 

time for you too. But if we are honest, we would agree that the 

process was helpful for our childhood development.   

The Northeastern District provides every church an 

opportunity to discover more about themselves through the 

PEAK Profile. The purpose of the PEAK Profile is to Prepare 

the church to Expect the Advancement of the Kingdom. PEAK 

is designed to inspire the church to expand to the greatest capacity of who God has 

called them to be. The PEAK Profile includes 9 Essential Elements for the advancing 

church. Preparing for Kingdom advancement requires a culture of improvement through 

evaluation, assessment, & accountability so that the church can continue to grow as an 

Acts 1:8 community for all ages. PEAK serves as a type of report card for the local 

church. 

The PEAK Profile survey gathers input from the entire congregation and compiles the 

“grades” around 9 Essential Elements: 

1. Spiritual Leadership 

2. Personal Growth 

3. Missions Focus 

4. Loving Community 

5. Worship Gathering 

6. Vision Alignment  

7. Alliance Partnership 

8. Financial Stewardship 

9. Effective Organization 

PEAK is a unique assessment tool. It gives opportunity to everyone in the church, even 

those who have transitioned somewhere else, to participate. Administering the survey 

can be quite easy but interpreting the results can be a little more difficult.  

Therefore, the District offers 7 coaching sessions that will help the church discover 

where they are right now, discern where God is calling them forward, while equipping 

them to get there. The coaching process creates tools that the church can implement on 

their own to help bring alignment and purpose in the decisions that they are making. 

The PEAK Coaching Process provides a navigation system that you carry with you 

through the life of your church. 

If your church would like to know more about the PEAK Profile, please complete the 

inquiry form and I would be happy to discuss it with you and/or your leaders. 

Dave Murphy, Church Advance Specialist 
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Prayer as an Evangelistic Tool 
 
 
 

 

 

The first two core values of the Christian and Missionary Alliance relate to evangelism and prayer. 

 Core Value #1 – Lost people matter to God. He wants them found (Luke 19:10);  

 Core Value #2 - Prayer is the primary work of God’s people (Phil. 4:6-7). 

 These two elements of our faith are intricately intertwined. We need to pray for God to open 
doors for us to proclaim the gospel and for courage to speak when He does. We need to pray for 
people to recognize their need for a Savior, for open hearts to receive the seeds sown, that God 
would water and grow those seeds, and the list goes on… 

 All of these prayer points are essential in the lost finding Jesus, but I’d like to suggest today 
that we go a little deeper, and offer a challenge in prayer that some may not have previously      
considered. 

 Prayer and giving people Hope (sharing Jesus) are two of my passions. When someone     
expresses a need, it is rare that I don’t offer to pray with them on the spot. It is also not uncommon 
for me to approach a total stranger in a random place (as the Holy Spirit directs), introduce myself 
as Gail, a woman of faith, and ask if there is something that individual would like prayer for.   
Rarely has anyone declined.  

 I understand we are not all intercessors and we do not all have the gift of evangelism;     
however, that does not preclude us from praying with people and telling them about Jesus. We have 
a God-given directive, privilege and responsibility to share the Hope that is within us. "Go, and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you" (Matthew 28:19-20). 

 Sometimes I feel led to share the gospel, but there are also times when I don’t. If not, I have 
found that one simple, effective, non-threatening way to bring the hope of Jesus into someone’s life 
is to be intentional to include the gospel message as I pray with them. 

 I ask God to help them understand His immense love for them through the sacrifice of His 
Son for their sin, that they would experience the hope and freedom that comes from putting their 
faith in Jesus, and that they would know God’s grace and mercy and provision in their life. 

Gail Smith is the Administrative Assistant at   
Hoosick Falls Community Alliance Church where 
she is heavily involved in outreach and prayer    
ministry. Gail also serves as a member of the NED 
Evangelism Team.  

      Gail Smith 
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 At the end of August, I met with a woman (I’ll call her Jess) who is in a pretty desperate   
situation. She is a single mom caring for five girls under the age of 8. After we conversed, I prayed 
with her (including the gospel), then went to the store to pick something up for her. When I         
returned, Jess said, “You didn’t see this, but I cried when you left because no one has ever prayed 
for me before. It really touched me”. 

 Honestly, I hadn’t talked a whole lot about God before I left because of the dynamics in the 
household. I mainly listened to her story and encouraged her that God knew her needs and was able 
to meet them. Instead, He used that simple Spirit-led prayer to introduce Jess to her Savior and 
draw her into His presence. That hope didn’t come from me. I was just a conduit God used. I am 
certain the time will come when I will feel led to share the full gospel message with Jess, but it was 
not that day. God just wanted her to experience His love and comfort. My relationship with Jess 
right now is a little uncertain, but even if it was only for that moment, I am thankful.  

 In Matthew 17:20, Jesus said, “If you have faith as a small as a mustard seed, you can say to 
this mountain, move from here to there and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you." 

 We profess that God can perform miracles, but do we really believe that God can use us, 
through Spirit-led prayer - even just one time - as a conduit to bring Jesus’ life-changing presence 
into someone’s life? Do we truly believe God can reveal Himself, and that He can personally reach 
down and give people hope as we pray? I know praying with people we don’t know may seem 
pretty daunting, but I have seen those tears flow time and time again. I encourage us to look for 
those opportunities. What if God wants to use us in that one moment in time to draw this person to 
Himself?  

Core Value # 8 says, Achieving God’s purposes means taking faith-filled risks. 

 There are people all around us going to a Christ-less eternity. Prayer and evangelism go  
hand-in-hand. Are we willing to take faith-filled risks – to step outside of our comfort zones –       
so that some might not perish?  

 My challenge today is to ask God for open doors. Ask Him to give you spiritual eyes to see 
the need all around you. Ask God to give you courage, then walk through those doors and pray the 
gospel message into peoples’ lives, expecting Him to use you as a conduit of Jesus’ powerful,     
life-changing love, hope, peace and presence.  

One word of caution: This practice can become habit-forming ☺ . 
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THE NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT  

OF THE C&MA 

6275 Pillmore Drive 

Rome, NY  13440 

Phone: 315-336-4720 

Fax: 315-336-0347 
 

Contact via E-mail  

office@nedcma.org 

 
 

District Superintendent  

David B. Linn 

dlinn@nedcma.org 
 

Barbara S. Linn 

barb.linn@twc.com 
 

Church Advance/Missions Mobilizer 

David M. Murphy 

dmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Leadership Development Specialist 

Sally V. Fry 

sfry@nedcma.org 
 

Executive Assistant 

Melanie M. Thornton 

mthornton@nedcma.org 
 

Disciplemaking Specialist 

Lisa L. Vogan 

lvogan@nedcma.org 
 

District Business Assistant 

Edward W. Lyau 

elyau@nedcma.org 
 

Alliance Women Director 

Terri A. Groh 

terrigroh@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

The NED Web 
nedcma.org 

          September 

5 LABOR DAY - D.O. Closed 

13 
10am SGTeam Mtg.@ D.O. 

2pm  Evangelism Comm. Mtg. 

17 
Building Bridges Workshop @ 
DLBCC 

20 10am DEXCOM Meeting (Zoom) 

22-24 AW Fall Refocus @ DLBCC 

9/30-
10/1 

Men’s Retreat @ DLBCC 

9/30 - 
10/1 

Alliance Peacemaking Level 2 @ 
Kenmore Alliance 

            October 

11 
 9:30am LO&CC Mtg. @ DLBCC 

 2pm Evangelism Comm. Mtg. 

13 9:30am DDMT Mtg. @  D.O. 

15 
Everyday Commission Training 
@ Lakeview Chapel 

20 10am Missions Comm. Mtg. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NED Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 
8:30 AM-4:30 PM 

NED RESOURCES BULLETIN BOARD 
Calendar 

District Prayer Chain 
Lorraine Regnier 

District Prayer Coordinator 
Prayer requests will be distributed 

throughout the Northeastern District 
family by contacting Lorraine directly 

at lorregnier@aol.com 

NED Connection Articles 
for the October edition are  

due by September 26, 2022. 
office@nedcma.org 

Membership Certificates 
Please contact the 

District Office at 
315-336-4720 Ext. 201 
or office@nedcma.org 

to request church  
membership certificates. 

District Bible Quizzing 
Claudine Campbell 

District Quiz Coordinator 
607-529-8879 cell 

claudine@northeasternquizzing.org 
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Our District Committees are ready 
and available to offer resources and 

support to NED churches! 

EVANGELISM 

Mrs. Bonnie Koonsman (Chair) 

bjgable@gmail.com 

(215) 518-2508  

MISSIONS 

Rev. Greg Wolters (Chair) 

(315) 237-9864 


