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    The NED Connection 

IMPARTING COMFORT, CONNECTION, AND CONFIDENCE 

Make Growth Happen by Engaging Everyone as a Full Ministry Partner 

It is easy for those of us who are leaders, in any capacity, to underestimate the influence we 
wield in the lives of others through our words and deeds.  Imagine getting a letter from the District Su-
perintendent saying: “I have heard that you all are permitting a sin which is not even spoken of among 
lost people.  And instead of mourning about it, you are congratulating yourselves for your open-
mindedness.  So, I instruct you to gather together and make a decision to put the sinning member out.  
Stay connected to him for the sake of his restoration.  Get this done.  If you don’t, I remind you that I 
am coming to visit and will straighten this all out when I come.  But please don’t make me.” 

Imagine how that would make you feel!  And, of course, that is precisely what Paul was talking 
about (probably), when he followed up on this discipline case in his second letter: “I do not speak to 
condemn you, for I have said before that you are in our hearts to die together and to live togeth-
er. Great is my confidence in you; great is my boasting on your behalf. I am filled with comfort; I 
am overflowing with joy in all our affliction” (2 Corinthians 7:3-4 NASB). 

I see Paul following up his previous expression of leadership by using his great influence to 
impart three things.  First, he immediately wants to give comfort.  Yes, he had been tough in dealing 
with this problem, but the leaders had, in fact, responded well.  He never condemned them, but it 
would have been hard for them not to feel that way after being klonked by the great apostle.  So he 
says: “I do not speak to condemn you.”  It would be a great comfort to hear that!  In fact, he says that 
he actually boasts about them and is himself filled with comfort in light of their faithfulness.  As lead-
ers we need to take every opportunity to understand the perspective and feelings of God’s people and 
speak comfort to them. 
 Secondly, we see Paul speaking connection: “…You are in our hearts to die together and to 
live together.”  In this same chapter Paul says that the apostles’ hearts were open to the Corinthians 
and he begged them to open their hearts in the same way.  This is the level of connection Christ intends 
for his church.  There is no concept of chilly, detached functioning in an institutional manner.  We are, 
in fact, sons and daughters of the living God.  We are family first.  Yet how easy it is to retreat behind 
emotional barriers, especially considering injuries we have all received at some point.  As leaders we 
need to help Christ’s church live in the connection he intends for us. 
 Thirdly, we see Paul speaking confidence: “Great is my confidence in you!”  Insecurity is a 
poison which warps every personality type and style.  But if God is for us, who can be against us?  
Paul went out of his way to build up the confidence of the Corinthian believers.  And how much did 
this cost him?  It was totally free.  He did it again and again.  Recall that Paul had said to this group--
almost unbelievably—that they were not lacking in any spiritual gift.  That’s a confidence builder!  
One of our jobs as leaders is to help people around us see the wonderful things God is doing in and 
through them.  The confidence which results is worth its weight in gold. 
 Any believer can impact others greatly by speaking comfort, connection, and confidence into 
their lives.  And every last one of us is hungry for these things ourselves.  God gave you this influence 
for a reason.  Go use it. 
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OPEN CHURCHES 
SENIOR /LEAD PASTORS: 
Auburn, NY 
Ithaca, NY 
Jamestown, NY 
Oswego, NY 
Savior’s/Rochester, NY 
Tracy Creek/Vestal, NY 
Valleyview/Vestal, NY 
STAFF POSITIONS: 
Albany, NY (Youth Pastor), 
Corning, NY (Dir. of Worship Arts) 
Horseheads, NY (Children’s Director) 
Kingston, NY (Assistant Pastor) 
 

Foundations for Healthy Ministries 
Saturday, September 28, 2019, 9am-2pm 
Faith Alliance Church, 3305 Oak Orchard Rd,  
Albion, NY 14411. A survey of how JESUS did 
ministry and how we should. Asking and beginning 
to answer the three fundamental questions every 
person and ministry needs to answer. This semi-
nar is for anyone interested in understanding the 
foundations of effective ministry. RSVP: Please 
contact Faith Alliance Church to register. Email 
office.fac@gmail.com.  
 

ALLIANCE PEACEMAKING 
Saturday, October 19, 2019, 8:30am—4:00pm 
Faith Alliance Church, 3305 Oak Orchard Rd,  
Albion, NY 14411.  
REGISTRATION is $10 and includes lunch.  
 

DREAM INCENTIVE GRANT 
The Alliance is able to award several grants to 
help small to mid-size churches realize an other-
wise unattainable ministry dream. To apply, go to 
https://cmalliance.wufoo.com/forms/dream-
incentive-grant-application/. The deadline is  
September 13, 2019. 
 

SOUL MATES FOR LIFE 
Soul Mates for Life uses the uses a unique ap-
proach to help you discover the motivation that 
drives the behavior of you and your spouse. This 
insight will help you answer the mysterious “why?” 
of your behaviors. Soul Mates for Life also ex-
plores how your motivation changes during con-
flict. If you would like to know how Soul Mates for 
Life can benefit you, your church, and the couple 
you are trying to reach in your ministry context, 
contact Dave Murphy. 

ORDINATION 
The ordination oral examination by the  
License, Ordination and Consecration Council 
(LO&CC) was successfully passed on July 2, 
2019 by Stuart J. Burton. Well done!  
A Public Ordination Service will be announced 
when plans are finalized. 
CONGRATULATIONS Stu & Amy!! 
 

IN TRANSITION 
Rev. H. Wayne Eppehimer — Retired 
Rev. Delbert S. Fields, Jr. —Retired 
Mr. Michael W. Green —Eastern PA District 
Rev. James & Deanna Towns —N. Central Dist. 
 

BABY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Joshua John Samworth 
Son of Marc & Laura, Frewsburg, NY 
August 13, 2019 
Caroline Joyanna Bretch 
Daughter of David & Jennifer, Corning, NY) 
August 27; 2019; 
 

IN-SERVICE TRAINING 
Ordination/Consecration 
Tuesday, October 15, 2019 
NED Office; 9:30 AM—3:00 PM 
 

MINISTRY WOMEN WEBINAR 
Wednesday, October 23, 2019 
Leading Your Team, Part 1: The Power of Clear 
Communication” 
https://zoom.us/j/2909797605  
 

What is LAUNCH? 
Launch is training initiative to equip leaders to 
develop a culture of discipleship within their 
church community. It is a two-year process in 4 
phases: Phase 1: Christology – What is Christ 
and what is the Gospel?; Phase 2: Missiology – 
What is our mission and how do we live it in our 
context?; Phase 3: Ecclesiology – What is the 
church and what does it look like in our local con-
text?; Phase 4: Mulitplication – How do we multi-
ply to create movement?  
The next LAUNCH training initiative begins on 
February 28-29, 2020. There will be a LAUNCH 
One Day preview September 28th in Mahwah, NJ 
for churches who may want to consider partici-
pating in the next cycle of LAUNCH Immersions. 
For more information, go to https://
launchdiscipleship.com/ or contact Dave Murphy. 

NED  
Notices 

mailto:office.fac@gmail.com
https://www.elexiogiving.com/App/Form/93f68c2c-e638-4a8a-b949-6c944286af93
https://cmalliance.wufoo.com/forms/dream-incentive-grant-application/
https://cmalliance.wufoo.com/forms/dream-incentive-grant-application/
https://zoom.us/j/2909797605?status=success
https://launchdiscipleship.com/
https://launchdiscipleship.com/


THE NED CONNECTION, Page 3 

 

David & Abigail Richter, Plymouth Alliance Church 
Oneida, New York, June 28, 2019 

Cory & Ashley Prothero AND Aaron & Bonnie Koonsman 
New Life Fellowship, Saratoga Springs, New York, August 10, 2019 

District Ordinations 
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 The Latin phrase quo vadis? is found in the Vulgate translation of John 13:36 (cf. John 16:5) 
where Peter asks Jesus, “Where are you going?”. Quo vadis is later used in the apocryphal Acts of 
Peter. In the account, Peter flees from crucifixion in Rome. He meets the risen Jesus outside the 
city. Peter asks Jesus, quo vadis? He replies, “I am going to Rome to be crucified again.” Peter 
gains the courage to continue his ministry and returns to the city where he is ultimately killed. 
(Kostenberger, Andreas J. Quo Vadis, Evangelicalism? Crossway).  

 Our world continues to globalize and urbanize at a rapid pace. Technology and social me-
dia have transformed how people interact. And yet, countless people groups across the globe still 
lack access to the gospel of Jesus Christ. How should the Church mobilize to reach the world? 
“What place should the future have in informing the ways we currently do missions?” (Sills, M. 
David. Changing World, Unchanging Mission. InterVarsity Press). 

 The term “pre-Christian” would accurately define the majority world today. However, the 
term “post-Christian” would more precisely define the Church in America. Scott Ball uses “post-
Christian” to define a society “that doesn’t see the Church as a vital component of societal 
rhythms nor the Bible as authoritative or beneficial at the personal level.” In his article How 
to Thrive in a Post-Christian World, Ball lists six practical things the Church can do to thrive, 
not just survive in America (https://malphursgroup.com/how-to-thrive-in-a-post-christian-
world/): 

• Put internal conflicts aside so you can shift your focus externally. 

• Solve problems, don’t just notice them. 

• Prayer is important, but so is action.  

• Have something to say, and say it well. 

• Be set apart by being clear on sin and tireless with grace. 

• Be a refuge, not a museum. 

 Unfortunately, most churches in America aren’t thriving today. The reason being that sur-
vival has become the prevailing mission of most churches. Instead of a healthy outward focus that 
compels us to look at our post-Christian society and ask, Quo vadis? – “Where are [we] going, 
Church?” – we retreat to the comfort of the past and slip into the mission of survival. Many 
would see their church’s ability to survive as a badge of honor. Yet nothing can be farther from 
the biblical mission of the church. 

 Jesus is calling our District churches to bring the Gospel to the Regions Beyond (2 Corin-
thians 10:14-16). As Scott Ball suggests, Jesus is calling us to thrive in a post-Christian world. We 
need to repent of a mission of survival, turn our gaze outward, and engage the world. The New 
Testament Church transformed the world in a pre-Christian society. How much more does God 
desire for His Church to transform our world today? 

 I challenge you to consider often the question, quo vadis – “where are you going?”  

David M. Murphy 
Assistant to the Superintendent 
and Missions Mobilizer 

Quo vadis?  Where are you going? 

https://malphursgroup.com/how-to-thrive-in-a-post-christian-world/
https://malphursgroup.com/how-to-thrive-in-a-post-christian-world/
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 EVANGELISM     
    CONNECTION 
Stop doing evangelism.  (Stick with me!) 

 

Lately God has been speaking something to me that I will break up in to two parts; a negative 

statement and a positive statement. 

 

First, Jesus never trained the disciples in evangelism. Jesus, in Matthew chapter 10, formally 

sends out His twelve disciples to do what we would call evangelism, which included going to 

the lost, preaching, healing the sick, raising the dead, and driving out demons. 

 

My first thought from this scripture is to ask, when you think of evangelism, do you only 

think of sharing scriptures with people to debate the reality of Jesus?  

 

If evangelism is “going out to the lost” — a common and sufficient definition among Chris-

tians — then why does most of our evangelism not include what Jesus commissioned the 

twelve disciples to do?  

 

Remember, by this point in the Biblical record, Jesus’ disciples had already seen Jesus go 

throughout Galilee “teaching in synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and 

healing every disease and sickness among the people” (Matthew 4:23). People with seizures, 

those suffering severe pain and the demon possessed were some who received the benefit of 

Jesus’ style of evangelism (verse 24). 

 

It was also already spoken of Jesus that he “taught as one who had authority” (Matthew 7:29).  

By the time Jesus sent out His disciples in Matthew 10, they had walked with Jesus side by 

side and had witnessed his life with God intimately and were absolutely set on learning from 

Jesus as his chosen learners. All they had done was been witness to a type of life and lifestyle 

they had never seen before.  

 

Here’s the Truth and the positive of my previous statement: Jesus demonstrated to the dis-

ciples what the life of God in a person looks like.  

 

Jesus didn't teach on evangelism because He was simply living out a life of intimacy with His 

Father whom we all now call Father. As John the Baptist prepared the way for Christ, Christ 

Jesus prepared the way by becoming the Way for all humanity. As the firstborn among many 

sons (Romans 8), Jesus was demonstrating the life that all believers would walk when Christ 

makes a home in them. He revealed the new way of life for those who would truly be born 

again in the Holy Spirit! 

 

Instead of learning new evangelism tactics, set your heart on walking in your identity as a 

son or daughter. If you want to live a lifestyle of “evangelism,” if you feel like you were made 

to Love people...you were! It doesn't take giftedness, it requires the Holy Spirit revealing 

Christ’s life living in you today.  

 

Take some time today and meditate on how your identity impacts the way 

you live day to day. Listen to what the Father reveals and enjoy just living 

as His child!  

Pastor Tre Reaume 

Southside Alliance Church 

Elmira, NY 
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https://nedalliancewomen.org/
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THE NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT  

OF THE C&MA 

6275 Pillmore Drive 

Rome, NY  13440 

Phone: 315-336-4720 

Fax: 315-336-0347 
 

 

 

 

Contact via E-mail  

office@nedcma.org 
 

District Superintendent  

David B. Linn 

dlinn@nedcma.org 

Barbara S. Linn 

barb.linn@twc.com 
 

Assist. to DS/Missions Mobilizer 

David M. Murphy 

dmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Ministry Specialist 

Sally V. Fry 

sfry@nedcma.org 
 

Executive Assistant 

Tracy M. Murphy 

tmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Strategic Growth Specialist 

Jonathan L. Schuerholz 

jschuerholz@nedcma.org 
 

Disciplemaking Specialist 

Lisa L. Vogan 

lvogan@nedcma.org 
 

District Bookkeeper 

Edward W. Lyau 

elyau@nedcma.org 
 

Alliance Women Director 

Terri A. Groh 

terrigroh@yahoo.com 

 

The NED Web 
nedcma.org 

       September 

2 
LABOR DAY HOLIDAY 
District Office Closed 

3 
CMTeam Meeting 
District Office, 10:00 AM 

12 
Evangelism Committee 
Teleconference, 3:00 PM 

23 
NED Connection Items 
due at District Office 

24 
DEXCOM Meeting 
District Office, 10:00 AM 

27-28 
Alliance Women Fall Refocus 
Delta Lake 

  

         October 

9 
Disciplemaking Team Meeting 
District Office, 9:30 AM 

10 
Evangelism Committee 
Teleconference, 3:00 PM 

15 
Ord/Con In-Service Training 
District Office, 9:45 AM—3:15 PM 

17 
Missions Committee Meeting 
District Office, 10:00 AM 

22 
LO&CC Meeting 
District Office, 9:30 AM 

28 
NED Connection Items 
due at District Office 

  

  

  

  

  

  

NED Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday 
8:00 AM-4:30 PM 

Friday 
8:00 AM –2:00 PM 

NED RESOURCES BULLETIN BOARD 

Calendar 

“Brothers, I do not consider that I 
have made it my own. But one thing I 

do: forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, 

I press on toward the goal for the 
prize of the upward call of God in 

Christ Jesus.” 

Philippians 3:13-14 

District Prayer Chain 
Lorraine Regnier 

District Prayer Coordinator 
Prayer requests will be distributed 

throughout the Northeastern District 
family by contacting Lorraine directly 

at lorregnier@aol.com 
or 518-356-1098. 

NED Connection Articles 
for the October edition are  

due by September 23, 2019. 
office@nedcma.org 

Membership Certificates 
Please contact the 

District Office at 
315-336-4720 Ext. 201 
or office@nedcma.org 

to request church  
membership certificates. 

District Bible Quizzing 
Claudine Campbell 

District Quiz Coordinator 
607-529-8879 cell 

claudine@northeasternquizzing.org 


