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INTENSIVE GROWTH BEFORE EXTENSIVE GROWTH 

 There is a crucial connection between the state of our souls and the way God chooses to use us in 
ministry.  This connection cannot be bypassed or faked. 

 An experience in the life of King David holds a piercing insight: “Now it came about when the 
king lived in his house, and the LORD had given him rest on every side from all his enemies, that the 
king said to Nathan the prophet, ‘See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells 
within tent curtains’” (2 Samuel 7:1-2 NAU).  His intention was to build God a building, to establish  
Jerusalem as the permanent center of worship for Israel, and, no doubt, to add a glorious edifice to the   
nation.  That is one part of what we might call extensive growth: numbers of people, buildings, and     
money. 

 But the Lord shut David down for a very specific reason: “Then King David rose to his feet and 
said, ‘Listen to me, my brethren and my people; I had intended to build a permanent home for the 
ark of the     covenant of the LORD and for the footstool of our God. So I had made preparations to 
build it. But God said to me, “You shall not build a house for My name because you are a man of 
war and have shed blood”’” (1 Chronicles 28:2-3). 

 I used to think that this was all about David’s past history, that he had simply killed too many    
people.  I now think it was a convicting word to David about the current state of his soul.  There is         
evidence that David’s failure to control his anger, even to the point of being willing to kill others who did 
not deserve to be killed, is the reason.  This was a failure of intensive growth for David—the growth of 
godliness in his own soul. 

 How do I know this?  The timeline tells the story.  A full twelve years or so after being denied the 
privilege of building the temple because he was “a man of blood” David has Uriah killed in order to take 
Bathsheba as his wife.  Then when Nathan confronts David with his sin using the parable of the poor man 
who has his beloved ewe lamb stolen by the powerful man, David’s inner self is again revealed: “Then 
David's anger burned greatly against the man, and he said to Nathan, ‘As the LORD lives, surely 
the man who has done this deserves to die’” (2 Samuel 12:5). 

 Not in a kingdom ruled by the Law of God.  David could not have 
been more wrong.  Twelve years after being confronted by the Lord for this 
ungodly spirit of anger and killing, David prescribed a punishment of death 
when the holy Law of God prescribed restitution. 

 So I now see this as a cautionary tale of how God views growth.    
Our district vision statement says that the church grows by “that which  
every joint supplies” (Ephesians 4:11-16).  But that same passage            
inextricably links extensive growth to intensive growth, that we are           
increasingly conformed to the image of Christ our head. 

 Another perspective is to look at it from God’s point of view.  Why 
would God want to add people, buildings, and money to those who are      
neglecting their inner walk with him?  So I take David’s denial from God as 
a serious warning to make sure my inner self is alive and open to the Lord 
Jesus, that I am repenting of sin, taking in his word, and praying about all 
that concerns me and his blessed kingdom.  You should, too. 



 

 

Christian Based  
Counseling Services 

 
Mr. James F. Lewis, LMHC 

2700 Bellevue Ave., Syracuse, NY 13219                      
315-425-1943 

Christian counseling for Individuals                        
(Adult & Adolescent),  

Marriage & Family, Mental Health & Addictions.   

        OPEN CHURCHES 
        SENIOR /LEAD PASTORS: 

 

Candor, NY 

Dewittville, NY 

Ithaca, NY 

Plattsburgh, NY 
Waverly, NY 

North Waverly, NY 

Vestal, NY (Tracy Creek) 

N E D  

N O T I C E S  

GREAT COMMISSION FUND 
Year to Date giving to the Great Commission Fund 
from our District Churches of $954,277 is 106 %           

compared to the same time last year.  

Welcome New Official Workers! 
 

                       Rev. Scott (Bekah) Kelly 
                                 Executive Pastor 
              Pine Knolls Alliance - South Glens Falls, NY 
 

              Rev. Mitch and Rachel Massey 
    Apalachin Campus Pastor and Ministry Specialist 
            Gateway Alliance (Apalachin Campus), NY 
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                           STM Scholarship  

           (Short Term Missions Scholarship) 

 

The District Missions Committee is offering four $250 scholarships to 
anyone 13 years or older interested in doing a short-term missions trip 
to an international C&MA field or with a C&MA International Worker. 
This is a first come first serve opportunity! If you are interested contact     
Terri Groh at terrigroh@yahoo.com or 315-806-7011.  

With Deepest Sympathy 

 

Timothy J. Mindek 

September 14, 2021 

(Brother of Rev. D. Mark Mindek) 

 

Jacob A. Linn 

September 21, 2021 

(Grandson of Rev. David B. Linn) 

Alliance Church Mana

 

https://cdcma.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45b84ae2d0ad9323f4ac00ee9&id=88804b207b&e=10aa32e61e
https://cdcma.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45b84ae2d0ad9323f4ac00ee9&id=88804b207b&e=10aa32e61e


 

 

EVANGELISM     

      CONNECTION 
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Using your website as an outreach tool 

 
 Over the past year, I have been learning a lot about church websites and I have had a major shift in 
my thinking. I used to think of our church website as mostly a hub of information and being primarily used 
by our regular attenders. However, if we craft our website with the regular attender in mind, we miss one of 
the main functions of our websites: outreach.  

 Jesus said, “follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Well, the fish are online and believe it 
or not, they are already looking at your website. They are checking in to see what you are all about and per-
haps even what God is like. Our websites are therefore a critical part of catching fish and  inviting people 
into our churches and into a relationship with God! Most people will visit your church’s website long before 
deciding they want to walk through the door. Our church websites are therefore our first impression on visi-
tors and their first interaction with us. With that in mind, is your website ready for first time visitors? Does it 
communicate signs of life and care and that God is on the move? Does it clearly indicate that your church is 
wanting newcomers and that newcomers will be welcomed with open arms? Are service times visible, easy 
to find, and accurate? Can newcomers easily figure out what to expect if they show up on a Sunday? Is it 
easy for a non-churched person to know what will happen with their kids during service? These are just a 
few questions to get the ball rolling. 

 The evangelism committee has been focusing on improving digital outreach for our district churches 
and we know it is a big undertaking for many of us. We would love to help you with this critical need. 

Here are some of the ways the evangelism committee can help your church:  

• We can provide a fresh set of eyes to help evaluate your church website from a visitor’s perspective.  

• We can recommend no-cost, low-cost, or higher cost options for updating your website.  

• We can work with you on basic social media skills, strategies, and tools to fit your particular church. 

• You can watch Part 1 and Part 2 of our Opening the Digital Door Zoom Huddles which are focused on 
online outreach. The recordings are available on the district website.  

• You or other leaders in your church can participate in future Zoom Huddles regarding outreach by          
signing up for our mailing list. You can do so by emailing Bonnie at bjgable@gmail.com.    

The fish are online and believe it or not, they are already checking out our websites! So let’s do the best to 
invite newcomers into our communities and more importantly into a saving relationship with Jesus Christ.  

                                                                                                             

 

                                                                                                                       Bonnie Koonsman 

 

 

If you are interested in any of the resources listed above or have any questions, you can contact me at    

bjgable@gmail.com or call me at (215) 518-2508. 

mailto:bjgable@gmail.com
mailto:bjgable@gmail.com
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 Hello my name is Nicole Burton. I attend the Arcade Campus of Crosstown Alliance where my 
father is the Campus Pastor. I had the privilege of going on a mission trip in February of 2020 to the 
capital city of the Dominican Republic, Santo Domingo. I went with a group of twelve people from 
Crosstown with ages ranging from 15 to 68. I learned so much from my time down in the Dominican.  

 I remember on the airplane getting ready to start this new adventure not knowing what to expect. 
I remember being so excited to see a new place, being curious of what we would be doing down there. 
I was praying for all the people that I would get to meet, and honestly really nervous to see if God 
would be able to use me. The mindset I had going down was very different from the mindset that I had 
coming home. We landed in the Dominican Republic very early Sunday morning. We left the airport 
and within three minutes of driving I had seen more poverty and hardship than in my entire life.        
So, within three minutes, God had already pointed out a very important lesson. I realized how many 
resources we have in this country and realized how much we can help other people.  

 We began to work alongside some really awesome people from the Dominican Republic. It’s 
amazing how even though people speak different languages and should not be able to communicate, 
we could. I made great friends in the Dominican with me speaking very bad Spanish and them     
speaking some English but through our love for God and singing praises to him we made bonds that 
we still have to this day. I experienced love from people I had never met before and the only thing they 
knew about me was that I am just a young girl coming from America to tell them about Jesus Christ.  

 I also learned that nothing in this world can bring you joy like Jesus Christ can. I had the honor 
of praying for a woman that had been through so much in her life but she was still smiling because of 
the joy she found in Jesus. This woman had dirt floors and barely a house to live in, but she was      
happier than most of the people with everything they could ever want in the United States. I came back 
and  realized how much stuff I have in my life and how much I can give back to people.   

 This mission trip changed my life in so many ways, from new friendships with Dominicans, to 
deeper relationships with the people I went with, and of course my relationship with the Lord that grew 
by leaps and bounds. It was amazing to watch how the Lord used me to change the lives of people all 
the way in the Dominican. I urge you, if you ever have the opportunity to go on a mission trip you 
should most definitely go. If the Lord our God can use me, he can use you too. 

 

     Reflections from the Dominican Republic 
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I have been thinking a lot about contentment lately.  As I prepare to go overseas for           
international work, to share God’s good news of freedom and salvation with those who have less 
access, I am encountering a lot of waiting, uncertainty, and challenges.  In a sense I have been in a 
season of waiting ever since I received a call to go overseas in 9th grade.  10+ years later, it has 
been an exciting year since God indicated that my time to “go” was coming soon! But it has also 
been a very hard time, to realize that now I am being asked to wait in different ways, live with new 
uncertainties, and be content in that. 

I think contentment can be a challenging concept to address well; I don’t want people who 
are going through hard times feeling unacknowledged in their pain, or people who are in “easier” 
seasons feeling the okay to be complacent in their growth.  So I’m going to stick to sharing some 
encouragement and practical tips I’ve picked up from my favorite verse and one of my favorite 
chapters in the Bible. 

 Philippians 4:13 has been my life verse, ever since I was a little girl and wanted to climb the 
fence near the neighbor’s yard, for the indescribable reasons that children want to climb tall objects 
and do impossible things.  When I was told that this was impractical and unsafe due to my height 
and age, I responded with, “But I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me!” 

 I came back to this verse for comfort over and over when feeling overwhelmed with multiple 
moves to different states in childhood, dealing with family conflict, being diagnosed with         
rheumatoid arthritis, having seasonal depression during grad school, and navigating daily life.        
I would recall this verse, and find peace with remembering the truth that I can do these things 
through God’s strength.  I thank God that is true! 

But as I got older, I also started to find this single verse simplistic.  I saw some people using 
this verse as a blanket endorsement of trying and doing everything in God’s name, a power grab.  
Surely that’s not what Paul is trying to convey. I’m not really meant to do everything, am I?  As 
someone called to international work as a high schooler, should I have just considered myself ready 
to go overseas at that time, because I can do it with God’s strength?  Should I just do whatever 
work I want without consideration for the unique gifts, experiences, and challenges God has given 
me? 

When I see the rest of Philippians 4, it becomes clearer that Paul is talking about              
contentment, how he has learned to address any situation he is in with being satisfied with what he 
has and where he is.  Remember, he is currently writing all of this FROM prison.  Therefore, when 
Paul says “For I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me,” Paul has a pretty strong 
claim for credibility.  He is acknowledging that sometimes, the hardest task God asks us to do is to 
be content in the circumstances he places us in-in the waiting, in the working, in the wondering and 
confusion. 

 Part of me thinks, that’s great! I’d love to be content all the time; God’s got the power, sign 

me up! Then another part of me thinks, “How in the world can I be content when…?” When family 
is in conflict, when job is stressful, when there is unexpected sickness that doesn’t go away, when 
things don’t turn out like you expected, how can you be content?  You fill in the blank. 

 
“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  

Philippians 4:13  
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 I love both the encouragement and practicality we can find in this chapter! Paul outlines 
several application points that I believe tie directly in with his contentment. He: 

• Encourages believers to all work together to resolve interpersonal conflicts within their         
fellowship (v. 2-3) 

 
• Commands believers to rejoice in God at all times; he repeats this twice (v. 4) 
 
• Reminds believers that the Lord is there with them, so consistently choose prayer and          

supplication over anxiety when dealing with needs and troubles (v.5-6).  This practice brings 
peace. God’s peace is what we need to guard our hearts and minds from damage (v. 7). 

 
• Guides believers to have healthy thought lives by choosing to think about spiritually and    

emotionally healthy things (v.8). I could talk all day about the benefits of healthy thought life 
in Christian living!  But for the sake of this space, suffice it to say he gives a good list that    
reminds us, not to ignore the uncomfortable realities or emotions of life, but to choose what we 
focus in on most: on God’s kingdom, not the influences of the evil one in the world. 

Conflict resolution, joy in the Lord, praying through anxiety and for peace, guarding our 
though life-each of these points is crucial to healthy living with God and with each other.  They 
are good action points, but can be hard ones too!  I believe that, through Christ, those who accept 
his gift of daily life with the Holy Spirit, and eternal life with him, do have the power to change 
the patterns that are keeping us from contentment that God has for us.  

 I am encouraged to be able to share that hope with all of you, while I look forward to 
spreading the Word to people who have no one nearby to tell them of that hope!  Regardless of 
what struggles are in your way, or whether you are in a season of plenty or of want, God has a 
spotless track record of providing what we need when we ask, even something as hard as finding 
contentment.  He’s with me in the waiting, and he is with you too. 

 

                                                      

                                                         God bless, 

                                                             Abby 

 

 

 (Abby’s surname has been withheld to protect her identity as she prepares for the mission field.) 
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 Hello from Central Bosnia where fall is finally bringing some much-needed rain. Mark and 
I have just begun our new 3-year term with The Alliance in Bosnia-Herzegovina.  After 23 years it 
feels a lot like home.  Of course, we miss our family and the beautiful Mohawk Valley although 
this part of Bosnia looks a lot like upstate New York.  Over the years we’ve had the privilege of 
being involved in several churches and have seen God change many lives. One of the great joys of 
serving in the same place for so long is to be a first-hand witness to the way God can change the 
trajectory of a whole family when they come to know Him as Savior. 

 Our new assignment involves working in the city of Kakanj, 20 minutes from our home. 
We have begun meeting people and prayerfully looking for opportunities to share the Gospel with 
them.  As we get to know the people of Kakanj we realize that there are many needs we cannot 
meet with our limited resources.  We depend on God to provide workers and finances through our 
partners. In this city of 39,000 we know of only a small handful of believers, all from the minority 
population. There is much work to be done! 

 Bosnia-Herzegovina is the least-reached country in Europe.  There are still many cities and 
towns without even one saved person.  The number of believers is well below 1% of the popula-
tion.  As friends back home pray and give, God is opening new doors and softening hearts to     
receive the Lord. The investment of time and money to advance the Gospel here is very strategic 
even as the majority religion is pushing to expand.  Bosnia is still very dark spiritually and we 
know that prayer is key to any progress we might hope to make.  We have several opportunities to 
expand our ministry into new unreached places.  This will require additional financial partners.  
Would you consider joining our team?  Your monthly gift of $20, $50 or $100 will provide the gas 
and ministry resources we need to reach out to new areas.  You can give securely on-line at 
https://secure.cmalliance.org/give/.  Just type “Eikost” in under worker name. Thank you for your 
prayerful consideration. We would love to connect with you!  
 
 Drop us a line at eikostk@gmail.com.  We are happy to set up a Zoom or Skype call as well. 
 

                                                                           

                                                                        

Mark and Kathy Eikost 

https://secure.cmalliance.org/give/
mailto:eikostk@gmail.com
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 NED MEN’S MINISTRY 
 

       Rev. Mark Perkins 
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 What an amazing weekend! 85 men gathered at Delta Lake Bible Conference Center for our 2021 
NED Men’s Retreat. We came together for a time of worship and teaching. Ronn Read from Man in the 
Mirror was our keynote speaker for the weekend and did a fantastic job of leading us on the topic of The 
Christian Man. 

 On Saturday we had breakout sessions led by David Richter, Pastor Greg Wolter, Tom Grzebinski, 
John Cooper Jr., and Stephen Clark Sr. 

Here are some of the comments I have received from those who attended: 

•  The 2 guys I brought with me had a great time and are already planning on coming next 
year. The one is hoping he'll be able to talk his 18 year old son to come with him! 

• The plenary speaker was excellent – and would be worth coming back. 

• Great conference. Encouraging and helpful. 

 We are already starting the planning for next year. From the feedback of the guys who attended, I 
believe that our focus next year will be on discipling the next generation.  

If any of your  men attended, I would encourage you to have them give testimony about the weekend! 
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THE NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT  

OF THE C&MA 

6275 Pillmore Drive 

Rome, NY  13440 

Phone: 315-336-4720 

Fax: 315-336-0347 
 

Contact via E-mail  

office@nedcma.org 

 
 

District Superintendent  

David B. Linn 

dlinn@nedcma.org 
 

Barbara S. Linn 

barb.linn@twc.com 
 

Assist. to DS/Missions Mobilizer 

David M. Murphy 

dmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Leadership Development Specialist 

Sally V. Fry 

sfry@nedcma.org 
 

Executive Assistant 

Melanie M. Thornton 

mthornton@nedcma.org 
 

Disciplemaking Specialist 

Lisa L. Vogan 

lvogan@nedcma.org 
 

District Bookkeeper 

Edward W. Lyau 

elyau@nedcma.org 
 

Alliance Women Director 

Terri A. Groh 

terrigroh@yahoo.com 

 

NED Men’s Ministry Director 

Mark A. Perkins 

rev.mark.perkins@gmail.com 

 

The NED Web 
nedcma.org 

 
          October 

2 
PEAK Profile Coach Training @ 
Rome Alliance 9 AM - 3 PM 

5 LO&CC Mtg. 9:30 AM @ DLBCC 

7 DDMT Mtg. 9:30 AM 

12 Evangelism Comm. Mtg. 12 PM 

21 Missions Comm. Mtg. 10 AM 

26 

District Ord/Cons In-Service 
Training 

10am-3pm @ DLBCC 

30 

Everyday Commandment    
Training 9am-3pm 

@ Geneva 

          November 

9 
Strategic Growth Team 10am 

@ District Office 

9 Evangelism Comm. Mtg. 12pm 

25-26 
Happy Thanksgiving! 

District Office Closed 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NED Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 
8:30 AM-4:30 PM 

NED RESOURCES BULLETIN BOARD 
Calendar 

District Prayer Chain 
Lorraine Regnier 

District Prayer Coordinator 
Prayer requests will be distributed 

throughout the Northeastern District 
family by contacting Lorraine directly 

at lorregnier@aol.com 

NED Connection Articles 
for the November edition are  

due by October 26, 2021. 
office@nedcma.org 

Membership Certificates 
Please contact the 

District Office at 
315-336-4720 Ext. 201 
or office@nedcma.org 

to request church  
membership certificates. 

District Bible Quizzing 
Claudine Campbell 

District Quiz Coordinator 
607-529-8879 cell 

claudine@northeasternquizzing.org 
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Our District Committees are ready 
and available to offer resources and 

support to NED churches! 

EVANGELISM 

Mrs. Bonnie Koonsman (Chair) 

bjgable@gmail.com 

(215) 518-2508  

MISSIONS 

Rev. Greg Wolters (Chair) 

(315) 237-9864 


