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STOLEN DELIGHT 

 And now, after all the other pastoral moral failures…Matt Chandler.  I listened to Matt Chandler’s statement 
to his congregation about his need to step down for a period of time due to an inappropriate “texting relationship” 
with a woman in his congregation.  I don’t know anything about what Matt Chandler did or did not do.  Here’s 
what I do know. 

 Behind all of the stories of this kind of waywardness stand these verses: “God created man in His own 
image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. God blessed them; and God 
said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth…’” (Genesis 1:27-28a NASB).  Part of that creational 
decree is that he made people want fruitfulness, which resulted in two summary realities: (1) the womanliness of 
every woman is attractive to every man, and (2) the manliness of every man is attractive to every woman. 

In short, God invested this fruitfulness with an essential experience of delight.  This is reflected in some 
stern advice but also encouragement found in the book of Proverbs: “Drink water from your own cistern /And 
fresh water from your own well… Let your fountain be blessed, /And rejoice in the wife of your 
youth” (Proverbs 5:15-18).  The language of the next verse becomes rather embarrassing for its straightforward 
explanation that “rejoicing” in one’s wife means delight in physical intimacy.  I am sure the delight flows in the 
other direction as well.  And that is why the earth is full of people, though God could have rigged up fruitfulness to 
work without the factor of delight as he did with the lower animals, at least. 

Here is the Maginot line, the Rubicon, and the point of no return.  This is the beeping of your watch timer 
when you are climbing above Camp Five on Mount Everest to tell you that if you do not turn back, you will die.  
This is where we define the necessary parameter of the familiar verse: “Therefore let him who thinks he stands 
take heed that he does not fall” (1 Corinthians 10:12). 

One could put the danger line in personal terms this way: “I have crossed the line when I see myself, as a 
married person, choosing to delight in someone to whom I am not married.” We should expect to feel respect,     
admiration, and even great affection for others.  But I think we all know when we have moved from a positive   
feeling to a deliberate choice.  This principle can be applied to singles as well with some adaptation. 

 We all need a perpetual vigilance of our inward spiritual and emotional condition to keep us from ignoring 
our boundaries and dying high on the mountain above Camp Five.  Those boundaries will result in some rules we 
all must have as an expression of wisdom about the realities of male-female relationships.  But above all the other 
rules the prime rule remains: Drink from the well God gave us.  Rejoice where the rejoicing belongs.  And let there 
be emergency sirens wailing and lights flashing in our minds the moment we find ourselves tempted to indulge in 
stolen delight.  And then is just one thing to do: “Now flee from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, 
love and peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart” (2 Tim. 2:22). 

                   The Lord built delight into creation in order to propel a decree.              
But far above that is the delight he intends for our relationship with him:   
“Delight yourself in the LORD; /And He will give you the desires of your 
heart” (Psalm 37:4).   

  That is a choice, and making that choice will result in the deepest satisfaction 
any human being can know.  Choose wisely, my friends, and don’t settle for      

anything less. 

In Your presence there is fullness of joy. 

                                             Psalm 16:11 



 

 

Christian Based  
Counseling Services 

 
Mr. James F. Lewis, LMHC 

2700 Bellevue Ave., Syracuse, NY 13219                      
315-425-1943 

Christian counseling for Individuals                        
(Adult & Adolescent),  

Marriage & Family, Mental Health & Addictions.   

OPEN CHURCHES 

SENIOR/LEAD PASTORS 
 Candor, NY 
 Horseheads, NY 
 Waverly, NY 
 Saranac Lake, NY 
 Walton, NY 
 Lockport, NY 
 Rochester, NY (Trinity) 
 
STAFF POSITIONS 
 Vestal, NY—Valleyview 
       (Youth and Worship) 
 Arcade, NY - CrossTown 
 Greece, NY—CrossTown 
      (Children’s Min. Director) 
      (Youth Min. Director) 
 

N E D  

N O T I C E S  
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Deepest Sympathy 

 

                         Mrs. Diana L. Clayton 

                               July 22, 2022 

Wife of retired district pastor Rev. Michael Clayton 

    

     Consecration Congratulations! 

                

                October 2, 2022 

        Heather R. Bolstridge, CWM 

       Director of Student Ministries 

            Maranatha Bible Chapel 

 

Bonnie Koonsman, LMSW 

Christian Counseling Associates 

518-439-0033 

www.ccahope.com 

Providing Christian counseling to children (in-person) and 
teens, adults, couples, and Christian leaders  

      (in-person and remotely). 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   Rev. Steve VanDixhorn, MS 

            518-791-6074 

   steve@withcourageccc.com 

       Withcourageccc.com 

 

      Christian life coaching for            
individuals, couples, and families. 

http://www.ccahope.com
https://withcourageccc.com/
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Who is Invited? 

All churches are welcome to send their pastor, staff, and missions’ leaders to Converge 2023. 
Pastor, please consider attending Converge 2023 and bringing someone from your church.  

Converge is a great reminder that you are not alone—we are better when we focus on this    
mission together. Converge reminds us that we are part of a unique, end-times family with a 
rich history of taking the best news to the hardest places. 

Cost 

The cost of the conference is $415 per participant (double occupancy) and includes conference 
sessions, lodging, Wi-Fi, breakfast, and lunch. Participants are responsible for their travel      
expenses and evening meals during the conference. 

District Scholarships 

The Northeastern District has limited financial scholarships available to help cover the cost of 
Converge 2023.  

• Licensed official workers attending Converge for the first time can request a $400                
scholarship. Only one (1) scholarship is granted per church. 

A local church missions’ leader attending Converge for the first time can request a $200     
scholarship. Only one (1) scholarship is granted per church. 

The church requesting a scholarship must register the participant for Converge 2023 and       
forward a copy of the receipt to Dave Murphy (dmurphy@nedcma.org). The District will send 
scholarship funds directly to the church. 

If you haven’t already done so, please visit Converge 2023 for more information and to register. 

https://cmalliance.org/converge/
https://cmalliance.org/converge/
https://cmalliance.org/converge/
mailto:dmurphy@nedcma.org
https://cmalliance.org/converge/
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When I was a young student, I never looked forward to the 

quarterly report card. I was a less than average student in my 

elementary and junior high school years and often 

disappointed my mom with my grades. Whether or not you 

looked forward to getting your report card, there is value in 

knowing you stand. Perhaps, like me, this was a nerve-racking 

time for you too. But if we are honest, we would agree that the 

process was helpful for our childhood development.   

The Northeastern District provides every church an 

opportunity to discover more about themselves through the 

PEAK Profile. The purpose of the PEAK Profile is to Prepare 

the church to Expect the Advancement of the Kingdom. PEAK 

is designed to inspire the church to expand to the greatest capacity of who God has 

called them to be. The PEAK Profile includes 9 Essential Elements for the advancing 

church. Preparing for Kingdom advancement requires a culture of improvement through 

evaluation, assessment, & accountability so that the church can continue to grow as an 

Acts 1:8 community for all ages. PEAK serves as a type of report card for the local 

church. 

The PEAK Profile survey gathers input from the entire congregation and compiles the 

“grades” around 9 Essential Elements: 

1. Spiritual Leadership 

2. Personal Growth 

3. Missions Focus 

4. Loving Community 

5. Worship Gathering 

6. Vision Alignment  

7. Alliance Partnership 

8. Financial Stewardship 

9. Effective Organization 

PEAK is a unique assessment tool. It gives opportunity to everyone in the church, even 

those who have transitioned somewhere else, to participate. Administering the survey 

can be quite easy but interpreting the results can be a little more difficult.  

Therefore, the District offers 7 coaching sessions that will help the church discover 

where they are right now, discern where God is calling them forward, while equipping 

them to get there. The coaching process creates tools that the church can implement on 

their own to help bring alignment and purpose in the decisions that they are making. 

The PEAK Coaching Process provides a navigation system that you carry with you 

through the life of your church. 

If your church would like to know more about the PEAK Profile, please complete the 

inquiry form and I would be happy to discuss it with you and/or your leaders. 

Dave Murphy, Church Advance Specialist 
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Make the Most of Opportunities 
             

            Rev. Phil Barner 
                                                              Pastor 

                        Andover Alliance Church 
 
 
 
 

 
The Disciplemaker’s Prayer 

 
“Heavenly Father, 

Thank you for giving me a disciplemaking way of life in Christ Jesus.  As I go through every part of 
this day, help me to love you and to love the people who cross my path – starting with my family.  

Don’t let me miss the adventures that you are sending my way to pull close for Jesus-like            
disciplemaking friendships.  By your Word and Spirit, transform me into a follower of Jesus who 
loves You, loves people, and makes disciples – who make more disciples, ad infinitum in Jesus’ 

Name, amen.” 
(“The Disciplemaking Genius of Jesus”) 

 
 I was challenged to pray this prayer every day.  I did and it made me a dynamic soul-winner.  
If you believe that then you don’t really understand prayer.  It’s not a magic formula dependent on 
saying the right words.  What this prayer has done is make me more aware of the opportunities that 
God gives.  I admit that I can be a bit dense and miss what was there all along.  Let me give a   
couple of examples: 
 I heard that a woman in town was told by her doctor that she had acute Leukemia.  I knew 
the woman.  I had been praying for her.  I thought of this prayer.  Make the most of every         
opportunity.  I visited and had the opportunity to pray for her to receive Christ as Savior.  She said 
that she felt God enter her.  I just heard that she passed away. 
 A neighbor told me about a near death experience that he had.  Make the most of every   
opportunity.  I gave him a Bible that he could understand and told him to read John.  He has      
already said that he has questions for me. 
 Some people will tell you of their sure fire evangelism methods.  I’m glad that they find 
them effective.  I find that everyone is different.  They deserve more than some cookie cutter        
approach.  I have heard that everyone deserves to hear the Gospel in a way that they can              
understand.  I believe that .  I challenge all of us to pray, follow the guidance of the Hoy Spirit and 
make the most of every opportunity. 
 

“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 
who asks you to give a reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and           

respect,” 
(I Peter 3:15) 
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THE NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT  

OF THE C&MA 

6275 Pillmore Drive 

Rome, NY  13440 

Phone: 315-336-4720 

Fax: 315-336-0347 
 

Contact via E-mail  

office@nedcma.org 

 
 

District Superintendent  

David B. Linn 

dlinn@nedcma.org 
 

Barbara S. Linn 

barb.linn@twc.com 
 

Church Advance/Missions Mobilizer 

David M. Murphy 

dmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Leadership Development Specialist 

Sally V. Fry 

sfry@nedcma.org 
 

Executive Assistant 

Melanie M. Thornton 

mthornton@nedcma.org 
 

Disciplemaking Specialist 

Lisa L. Vogan 

lvogan@nedcma.org 
 

District Business Assistant 

Edward W. Lyau 

elyau@nedcma.org 
 

Alliance Women Director 

Terri A. Groh 

terrigroh@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

The NED Web 
nedcma.org 

            October 

11 
9:30am LO&CC Mtg. @ DLBCC 

 2pm Evangelism Comm. Zoom 

13 9:30am DDMT Mtg. @  D.O. 

15 EMPOWER@ Fulton Alliance 

15 
Everyday Commission Training 
@ Lakeview Chapel 

18 
10:00 am  In Service Training 

@ District Office 

20 10am Missions Comm. Zoom 

            November 

8 
10am SGT meeting@ D.O. 

2pm Evangelism Comm. Zoom 

19 EMPOWER @ Fulton Alliance 

24-25 
Happy Thanksgiving!  

District Office Closed 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NED Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 
8:30 AM-4:30 PM 

NED RESOURCES BULLETIN BOARD 
Calendar 

District Prayer Chain 
Lorraine Regnier 

District Prayer Coordinator 
Prayer requests will be distributed 

throughout the Northeastern District 
family by contacting Lorraine directly 

at lorregnier@aol.com 

NED Connection Articles 
for the November edition are  

due by October 24, 2022. 
office@nedcma.org 

Membership Certificates 
Please contact the 

District Office at 
315-336-4720 Ext. 201 
or office@nedcma.org 

to request church  
membership certificates. 

District Bible Quizzing 
Claudine Campbell 

District Quiz Coordinator 
607-529-8879 cell 

claudine@northeasternquizzing.org 
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Our District Committees are ready 
and available to offer resources and 

support to NED churches! 

EVANGELISM 

Mrs. Bonnie Koonsman (Chair) 

bjgable@gmail.com 

(215) 518-2508  

MISSIONS 

Rev. Greg Wolters (Chair) 

(315) 237-9864 


