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       GRACE AND PURPOSE 

 

 Over the years I have done at least half a dozen events, both for church and community, 
where absolutely no one came.  We have all done many things where attendance was dreadful, and 
even frightening: What does it mean when even the leaders of the church don't show up?  It is easy 
to have an emotional crash at a moment like that. 

 Or worse!  It is a moment when we are vulnerable to give in to the spirit of fear and self-
condemnation.  The Accuser of our souls issues his opinion gleefully: Loser.  And in a moment of 
self-doubt, we may find ourselves agreeing. 

 Paul's words to his beloved protege Timothy give us a reason to evaluate that moment        
differently: “For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline. 
Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join with 
me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God, who has saved us and called us 
with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace 
which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity...” (2 Timothy 1:7-9 NAS). 

 God has committed to us, from before the foundation of the world, his eternal purpose and 
his grace.  This does not remove from us the experience of discouragement, such as when we fill 
out the numerical annual report on our church or ministry and it is not going the way we want. 

 But if we have served faithfully by laboring in the Lord's vineyard and extending the message 
of Christ's saving grace to people, then you and I have a way to climb out of the valley of            
discouragement.  We are instruments of God's eternal purpose and we live in a state of grace—even 
when the results of our efforts are disappointing to our eyes. 

 This truth also applies to other end of the human results scale.  What if you have the privilege 
of being used by God in a way that causes a visible increase for the kingdom?  I remember having a 
conversation with a dynamic young pastor whose church was growing by leaps and bounds.  He 
was glad, of course, but he also said this: “It could blow apart at any moment.” 

 Even when we are apparently succeeding, the human factor is not the basis for our spiritual 
well-being—and can never be!  We use human results to make many important decisions about how 
to gain traction for the kingdom of Christ in our particular place and time.  This is the critical factor 
of strategic vision.  But I have lived long enough to see strategic visions which have remarkable 
fruitfulness also become unfruitful over time--often for reasons we cannot explain. 

 So be glad, my friends for the privilege of being God's instruments.  You are agents of the  
redeeming purpose of your heavenly Father, and his grace rests upon you.  The world's purposes 
and usages are not yours.  “...Kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you.”  You have been   
given “a spirit of love, power, and a sound mind.”  The world has nothing to compare with the 
precious gifts of a God who cannot be stopped from blessing us.  You always have a reason to be 
about your Father's business, and a reason for gladness. 

 



 

 

OPEN CHURCHES 

 

SENIOR/LEAD PASTORS 
 Macedon, NY 
 Ohio, NY 
 Saranac Lake, NY 
 Schodack, NY 
 Sidney, NY 
 Syracuse, NY 
 Tonawanda, NY 
 
STAFF POSITIONS 
 Corning, NY  -Beartown Road                

(Dir. of Student Ministries) 
 Rome (Associate Pastor) 
 Rome (Dir. Communications/Connections) 
 South Glens Falls - Pine Knolls Alliance  

(Discipleship Pastor) 

NED  
NOT I C E S  

   GREAT COMMISION FUND 
2025 giving to the Great Commission 
Fund from our District churches of $1,172,922is 

106.1% compared to this time in 2024! 
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Ordination Congratulations ! 
 

11/23/25 

Rev. Justin Fischer  

Family Life Pastor  

Pine Knolls Alliance Church 

South Glens Falls, NY 

 

11/16/25 

Rev. Tae Bong Hur 

Pastor  

The Village Chapel 

Candor, NY 
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Melanie Thornton 

Northeastern District 

 

Hymn Reflections: Come Thou Fount 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Come, Thou Fount   
Robert Robinson (1758) Copyright: Public Domain 

 
Come, thou Fount of every blessing, 

tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above. 

Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it 
mount of God's redeeming love. 

 
 
Coming into the season of Thanksgiving, my husband and I have been taking our kids through 

scriptures focused on blessing and giving thanks, with one particular scripture taking “center stage”: 
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's will for you 

in Christ Jesus.  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
It’s easy to give thanks when things are good, easy, and going our way. But how do we give 

thanks when things aren’t going well, when things are hard, and not at all the way we want them to go?  
The first stanza of this hymn speaks volumes to me as I reflect on thankfulness in the midst of 

trials. In those times of despair and weariness, this hymn reminds us to surrender and keep looking up. 
In choosing to fully surrender to God’s good and perfect will and let go of trying to hold it all 

together, we place our complete trust in our Creator. While we can’t force people and circumstances to 
go “our way”, we can choose lift up our hands and lay our lives at the foot of the cross. We can trust 
Him. We can rest in Him because He cares for us (1 Peter 5:7). 

 While we may not always know the outcome, we fall back on what we do know: God is good, 
and He has a plan to tune our hearts to turn to Him. Just like a musical instrument, tuning our hearts  
involves pulling, pushing, tightening, and careful listening to be sure that our tune perfectly matches 
that of the Author of our faith. The process may be painful at times, but is necessary for us to be God’s 
instruments of praise in our families, churches, and communities.  

God will put a song in our mouth when we can’t find the words to praise. He will teach us a new 
song to sing even in the midst of trial. After all - His mercies are new every morning (Lamentations 
3:23). We fix our eyes on Him, and keep looking up as David did in Psalm 3:1-3: 
“O Lord, how my adversaries have increased! Many are rising up against me.

  Many are saying of my 
soul, “There is no deliverance for him in God.”  But You, O Lord, are a shield about me, My glory, and 
the One who lifts my head.” 
 In choosing to surrender, God will provide all we need to give thanks in all circumstances. It’s 
only from this place that we can see the abundance being poured out upon us from the Fount of every 
blessing. The blinders of bitterness and weariness will be removed, and we can sing of God’s            
redeeming love in every circumstance. 



 

 

 

                                THE NED CONNECTION, Page 4 

 

 



 

 

THE NED CONNECTION, Page  5 



 

 

 

                                THE NED CONNECTION, Page 6 

 

 



 

 

 

                                THE NED CONNECTION, Page 7 

 



 

 

THE NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT  

OF THE C&MA 

6275 Pillmore Drive 

Rome, NY  13440 

Phone: 315-336-4720 

 
 

Contact via E-mail  

office@nedcma.org 

 
 

District Superintendent  

David B. Linn 

dlinn@nedcma.org 
 

Barbara S. Linn 

barb.linn@outlook.com  
 

Church Advance/Missions Mobilizer 

David M. Murphy 

dmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Leadership Development Specialist 

Sally V. Fry 

sfry@nedcma.org 
 

Ministry and Administrative Specialist 

Melanie M. Thornton 

mthornton@nedcma.org 
 

Disciplemaking Specialist 

Lisa L. Vogan 

lvogan@nedcma.org 
 

District Business Assistant 

Edward W. Lyau 

elyau@nedcma.org 
 

Alliance Women Director 

Terri A. Groh 

terrigroh@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

The NED Web 
nedcma.org 

         November 

1 
8:30 am - Alliance Peacemaking 
Level 1 Training @ Owego 

20 NED Connection Articles Due 

27-28 
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY— 
D.O. Closed 

           December 

9 10 am - DEXCOM @ D.O. 

24-1/1 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY—     
D.O. Closed 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NED Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 
8:30 AM -  4:30 PM 

NED RESOURCES BULLETIN BOARD 
Calendar 

District Prayer Chain 
Lorraine Regnier 

District Prayer Coordinator 
Prayer requests will be distributed 

throughout the Northeastern District 
family by contacting Lorraine directly 

at lorregnier@aol.com 
or 518 - 847 - 4323 . 

NED Connection Articles 
for the Dec/Jan edition are  

due by November 20, 2025. 
office@nedcma.org 

Membership Certificates 
Please contact the 

District Office at 
315-336-4720 Ext. 201 
or office@nedcma.org 

to request church  
membership certificates. 

 

THE NED CONNECTION, Page  8 

mailto:barb.linn@outlook.com

