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JOURNEYING WITH PEOPLE 

 I have a vivid memory from years ago at a conference for pastors where an influential Bible teacher 
insisted that Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, was an ungodly pagan, and when Moses took his advice to     
appoint other leaders to help judge the people that this was the beginning of the end for Israel as God’s 
people.  His assumption seemed to be that while Jethro and the Midianites were distant cousins of the     
Israelites that they were not of the godly line and Israel should have practiced second-degree separation 
and had nothing to do with them.  The teacher further assumed that since Jethro’s wisdom came from a       
presumed ungodly source that it could not possible have been true. 

 Back of this is a destructively false theory of sanctification, but that is not my purpose for writing.  
Jethro, like millions of people today, was on a journey of faith.  Yes, he was coming from a people, the 
Midianites, who did not directly or solely honor God.  But everything he says in Exodus 18 displays a 
willingness to receive the truth of God.  And beyond the logic of his words, there is an inerrant record of 
what was happening in Jethro’s heart: “Jethro rejoiced over all the goodness which the LORD had 
done to Israel, in delivering them from the hand of the Egyptians. So Jethro said, ‘…Now I know 
that the LORD is greater than all the gods…’” (Exodus 18:9-1, conflated, NASB).  And not only did 
Jethro not give pagan advice, he clearly told Moses to rely on God’s guidance in the matter of appointing 
other leaders to help him: “If you do this thing and God so commands you…” (Exod. 18:23a). 

 The Midianites were generally friendly to the people of Israel and seemed to have included worship 
of Elohim amidst the other gods of their culture.  That God did not automatically reject Jethro’s faith    
journey is shown by the way that, when Jethro led burnt offerings and sacrifices with Moses, Aaron, the 
elders of Israel, this is said to be “before God” (:12). 

 Dealing with people on a spiritual journey like this is unfamiliar territory to most American      
evangelicals.  Our view is that you are either all in or all out.  That is true with regard to the justification 
and regeneration of individuals, but not true with respect to the processing going on in their minds and 
commitments of heart. 

 God forbid that we should be saying to people who are on a faith discovery journey toward Christ 
that they are out out out!  Our conversation should be that they are on the right track.  And the same     
conversation from them will no doubt be mixed with confusion about other gods, false ideas about Christ, 
and some negative ideas about the church—some of which are true! 

       I am seeking to learn to encourage people who are on such a faith 
journey, and I ask you to join me.  We will no doubt hear all kinds of       
uncomfortable things in conversation with them.  We would do well not to 
simply reject it all out of hand.  Why should they listen to us if we are not 
willing to listen to them?  May the Holy Spirit help us recognize when one 
of these choice opportunities is upon us.  May he enable us to walk with 
people, listen, and engage conversations which may very well lead to a 
pregnant moment of openness when we can speak what Jesus called       
“the key of knowledge” (Luke 11:52)—that crucial truth needed by that 
specific person to meet God.  We are all on a journey, and the Lord invites 
us to show up as his representatives in the “uncomfort zone” where eternal 

things are decided . 



 

 

Christian Based  
Counseling Services 

 
Mr. James F. Lewis, LMHC 

2700 Bellevue Ave., Syracuse, NY 13219                      
315-425-1943 

Christian counseling for Individuals                        
(Adult & Adolescent),  

Marriage & Family, Mental Health & Addictions.   

OPEN CHURCHES 

SENIOR/LEAD PASTORS 
 Candor, NY 
 Horseheads, NY 
 Waverly, NY 
 Saranac Lake, NY 
 Walton, NY 
 Lockport, NY 
 Rochester, NY (Trinity) 
 
STAFF POSITIONS 
 Vestal, NY—Valleyview 
       (Youth and Worship) 
 Arcade, NY - CrossTown 
 Greece, NY—CrossTown 
      (Children’s Min. Director) 
      (Youth Min. Director) 
 

N E D  

N O T I C E S  

GREAT COMMISSION FUND 
2022 year to date giving to the Great Commission 
Fund from our District Churches of $1,084,367 is 

96.9% compared to this month in 2021. 
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Deepest Sympathy 

                    Rev. Jude E. Park 

                       October 22, 2022 

Retired district pastor in Great Bend, PA 

Condolences may be sent to: 

 Mrs. Kim Park 

3 Lakawanna Ave. 

Apt. 101 

Hallstead, PA 18822 

   

 

 

 

 

 

   Rev. Steve VanDixhorn, MS 

            518-791-6074 

   steve@withcourageccc.com 

       Withcourageccc.com 

 

      Christian life coaching for            
individuals, couples, and families. 

Shoes Available! 

 

 

The NED has received a very nice pair of Men’s 
black SAS Comfort shoes, size 9½. 

The donor would like them to go to a district    
pastor if at all possible. 

If interested, please call or email the district office.  

https://withcourageccc.com/
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Who is Invited? 

All churches are welcome to send their pastor, staff, and missions’ leaders to Converge 2023. 
Pastor, please consider attending Converge 2023 and bringing someone from your church.  

Converge is a great reminder that you are not alone—we are better when we focus on this    
mission together. Converge reminds us that we are part of a unique, end-times family with a 
rich history of taking the best news to the hardest places. 

Cost 

The cost of the conference is $415 per participant (double occupancy) and includes conference 
sessions, lodging, Wi-Fi, breakfast, and lunch. Participants are responsible for their travel      
expenses and evening meals during the conference. 

District Scholarships 

The Northeastern District has limited financial scholarships available to help cover the cost of 
Converge 2023.  

• Licensed official workers attending Converge for the first time can request a $400                
scholarship. Only one (1) scholarship is granted per church. 

A local church missions’ leader attending Converge for the first time can request a $200     
scholarship. Only one (1) scholarship is granted per church. 

The church requesting a scholarship must register the participant for Converge 2023 and       
forward a copy of the receipt to Dave Murphy (dmurphy@nedcma.org). The District will send 
scholarship funds directly to the church. 

If you haven’t already done so, please visit Converge 2023 for more information and to register. 

https://cmalliance.org/converge/
https://cmalliance.org/converge/
https://cmalliance.org/converge/
mailto:dmurphy@nedcma.org
https://cmalliance.org/converge/
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When I was a young student, I never looked forward to the 

quarterly report card. I was a less than average student in my 

elementary and junior high school years and often 

disappointed my mom with my grades. Whether or not you 

looked forward to getting your report card, there is value in 

knowing you stand. Perhaps, like me, this was a nerve-racking 

time for you too. But if we are honest, we would agree that the 

process was helpful for our childhood development.   

The Northeastern District provides every church an 

opportunity to discover more about themselves through the 

PEAK Profile. The purpose of the PEAK Profile is to Prepare 

the church to Expect the Advancement of the Kingdom. PEAK 

is designed to inspire the church to expand to the greatest capacity of who God has 

called them to be. The PEAK Profile includes 9 Essential Elements for the advancing 

church. Preparing for Kingdom advancement requires a culture of improvement through 

evaluation, assessment, & accountability so that the church can continue to grow as an 

Acts 1:8 community for all ages. PEAK serves as a type of report card for the local 

church. 

The PEAK Profile survey gathers input from the entire congregation and compiles the 

“grades” around 9 Essential Elements: 

1. Spiritual Leadership 

2. Personal Growth 

3. Missions Focus 

4. Loving Community 

5. Worship Gathering 

6. Vision Alignment  

7. Alliance Partnership 

8. Financial Stewardship 

9. Effective Organization 

PEAK is a unique assessment tool. It gives opportunity to everyone in the church, even 

those who have transitioned somewhere else, to participate. Administering the survey 

can be quite easy but interpreting the results can be a little more difficult.  

Therefore, the District offers 7 coaching sessions that will help the church discover 

where they are right now, discern where God is calling them forward, while equipping 

them to get there. The coaching process creates tools that the church can implement on 

their own to help bring alignment and purpose in the decisions that they are making. 

The PEAK Coaching Process provides a navigation system that you carry with you 

through the life of your church. 

If your church would like to know more about the PEAK Profile, please complete the 

inquiry form and I would be happy to discuss it with you and/or your leaders. 

Dave Murphy, Church Advance Specialist 
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About Training Ground 2023: 

This one-day event will inspire and encourage you to cultivate new spaces for 

connection with God in your daily life. In a culture that tells us to do more and more to 

achieve success, following Jesus should be distinctly different. All we do is a result of 

who we are in Him, living light and free. We invite you to experience a fresh vision of 

spiritual disciplines that have been practiced for centuries and are more valuable than 

ever for our daily lives. 

 

Training Ground offers four tracks with breakout sessions tailored for these key ministry 

areas: 

Adult Ministry - Ken Shigematsu, Pastor and Author 

Youth Ministry - Mark Andréson, Founder, Institute for Youth Studies 

Kids Ministry - Leah Broach, National Director for Alliance Kids 

Special Needs Ministry - Beth Golik, Key Ministry 

 

Training Ground is for everyone! 

Training Ground offers national caliber speakers close to home, at a price that allows 

you to bring your whole team! Volunteers, ministry leaders, church staff, and pastors will 

gain valuable ministry insight and practical tools. 
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                                                       Be Present 

 
Why exactly am I doing this? 
What is my plan? 
And is it really the best plan? 
 
 I asked myself these same questions recently as I was on a plane flying from Washington, D.C. to 
Madrid.  Now don’t get me wrong, I did have some plans.  But this trip would be different than the other 
trips that I have taken.  This time I did not have a building project planned, I didn’t have prayer walks 
scheduled, and I did not have anyone else with me for me to introduce them to the work that God was 
doing in that particular area.  Amidst all of these questions one thing I did know.  This was NOT a        
vacation.  This was NOT a trip to just take in all of the sights even though if you have taken any trips you 
undoubtedly understand that it is impossible not to see things that are awe inspiring while in a foreign 
land.  Instead of answers I was faced with more questions but this time the questions were not centered 
on me and what I was going to do. I began asking God what HE had for me on this trip?  What was HIS 
plan in this trip?  
 
  I had been studying my way through James and I came to this well known passage. 
 

 James 4:13-17 13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a 
town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”— 14 yet you do not know what tomor-
row will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanish-
es. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you 
boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 17 So whoever knows the right thing to do and 
fails to do it, for him it is sin.  

 
 I have often heard this passage preached at funerals among other places and have used it myself 
in regards to the brevity of life.  But what jumped out to me this time was the last verse.  17 So whoever 
knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.   
 
 It was at that time as I was wrestling with this last verse and thinking “What about someone like 
me who is still trying to figure out the right thing to do?  The right calling for today?”—A bright light shown 
in through the window.  I would like to think it was God shining down on me but realistically it was the sun 
coming up over the horizon.  As I was looking through paperwork I came across the 2022 Mission      
Emphasis mantra to Be Present and that is when It hit me.  Yes, I was called to get some video footage 
to broadcast a video mission event, and yes, I was called to get some photos so that I could share the 
story of what God is doing in Spain through the Hopkins family and at LIFE International School, but most 
importantly I was called to Be Present in supporting the Hopkins so that they would have the strength to 
be present for the ones that they are called to serve. 
 

 If you are not familiar with who Walter and Laura Hopkins are they were professors at Houghton 
University and members of Crosstown Alliance in Arcade before being called to the mission field.  They 
serve with the Alliance in Tres Cantos, Spain (a suburb of Madrid) where they work at LIFE International 
School.  Walter is the Director at the school and Laura helps with teaching, professional development, 
and whatever else needs to be done.  They live there with their 2 children Zach and Eliana.   
 

Rev. Stuart Burton 
                
Arcade Campus Pastor  
          
Crosstown Alliance 
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 I knew before going to Spain that Walter was definitely feeling the weight of taking on this new   
position as Director.  The former Director, Scot Musser, was also the Founder and therefore Walter had 
some big shoes to fill.  The importance of getting up to speed before Scot and Carol came back to the 
states was a daunting enough task. Just add to that the reality of moving your family halfway across the 
world and all of the things that go along with that.  On top of it all was the fact that Zach was not able to 
attend LIFE School last year and was in a private school that was definitely not meeting his educational 
needs, and he hated even attending just added to his stress level.   
 
 It was obvious to me as soon as I arrived and saw Walter’s face that right thing for me to do was 
to love on and encourage Walter and his family. Now don’t get me wrong I really didn’t do anything      
extraordinary.  It was in the late night walks and talks, it was in spending time playing ping pong with 
Zach, it was offering to buy takeout for dinner simply to make life easier for everyone.  It is not about   
doing any huge thing it I simply making the effort to Be Present. 
 
 So many times we wonder what we can do to help our IWs around the globe.  Yes we can support 
them financially but what can we do on a personal level.  I think that we need to be creative in finding 
ways to Be Present with them.  If it works out so that you can go on a short term trip, then go.  Especially 
if that IW is from your church.  If you had a member who was struggling would you not go to them and 
spend time with them and encourage them?  Why would you not do the same thing for your IW        
members?  Yes it may look different maybe it is a phone call, a text, an email, or a zoom call.  But can I 
encourage you to in some way Be Present for our IWs.  They are often under attack from the evil one.  
  
 Decide today what the right thing is for you to do—then step out and do it. 
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Coming into the season of Thanksgiving, my husband and I have been taking our kids through scriptures 

focused on blessing and giving thanks with one particular scripture taking “center stage”: 
 
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's will for you in Christ 

Jesus.  (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) 
 
It’s easy to give thanks when things are good, easy, and going our way. But how do we give thanks when 

things aren’t going well, when things are hard, and not at all the way we want them to go?  
 
The first stanza of this hymn speaks volumes to me as I reflect on thankfulness in the midst of trials. In 

those times of despair and weariness, this hymn reminds us to surrender, trust, and keep looking up. 
 
In choosing to fully surrender to God’s good and perfect will and let go of trying to hold it all together, we 

place our complete trust in our Creator. While we can’t force people and circumstances to go “our way”, we can 
choose lift up our hands and lay our lives at the foot of the cross. We can trust Him. We can rest in Him because He 
cares for us (1 Peter 5:7). 
        
 While we may not always know the outcome, we fall back on what we do know: God is good, and He has a 
plan to tune our hearts to turn to Him. Just like a musical instrument, tuning our hearts involves pulling, pushing, 
tightening, and careful listening to be sure that our tune perfectly matches that of the Author of our faith. The     
process may be painful at times but is necessary for us to be God’s instruments of praise in our families, churches, 
and communities.  

 
God will put a song in our mouth when we can’t find the words to praise. He will teach us a new song to 

sing even in the midst of trial. After all - His mercies are new every morning (Lamentations 3:23). We fix our eyes 
on Him, and keep looking up as David did in Psalm 3:1-3: 
 
“O Lord, how my adversaries have increased! Many are rising up against me.  Many are saying of my soul, “There 
is no deliverance for him in God.”  But You, O Lord, are a shield about me, My glory, and the One who lifts my 
head.” 
 
 In choosing to surrender, God will provide all we need to be thankful no matter what we’re going through. 
It’s only from this place that we can see the abundant blessings being poured out upon us from the Fount of every 
blessing. The blinders of bitterness and weariness will be removed, and we can sing of God’s redeeming love in 
every circumstance. 
 
 Consider gathering with your family, or journaling by yourself at the end of everyday to give thanks to God 
for the blessings of the day. It may be difficult at first to find things to be grateful for, but God will tune your heart 
through this discipline. Your eyes will be opened to more easily spot His mercies and hand at work in your life as 
you practice looking up and fixing your gaze on Him. “You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are  
steadfast, because they trust in you.” (Isaiah 26:3) Surrender, trust, and keep looking up! 

                Melanie Thornton 

    Northeastern District C&MA 
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THE NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT  

OF THE C&MA 

6275 Pillmore Drive 

Rome, NY  13440 

Phone: 315-336-4720 

Fax: 315-336-0347 
 

Contact via E-mail  

office@nedcma.org 

 
 

District Superintendent  

David B. Linn 

dlinn@nedcma.org 
 

Barbara S. Linn 

barb.linn@twc.com 
 

Church Advance/Missions Mobilizer 

David M. Murphy 

dmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Leadership Development Specialist 

Sally V. Fry 

sfry@nedcma.org 
 

Executive Assistant 

Melanie M. Thornton 

mthornton@nedcma.org 
 

Disciplemaking Specialist 

Lisa L. Vogan 

lvogan@nedcma.org 
 

District Business Assistant 

Edward W. Lyau 

elyau@nedcma.org 
 

Alliance Women Director 

Terri A. Groh 

terrigroh@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

The NED Web 
nedcma.org 

            November 

8 
10am SGT meeting@ D.O. 

2pm Evangelism Comm. Zoom 

19 EMPOWER @ Fulton Alliance 

24-25 
Happy Thanksgiving!  

District Office Closed 

            December 

6 10am DEXCOM Mtg.@ D.O. 

13 2pm  Evangelism Comm. Zoom 

12/23-
1/2 

Christmas Holiday 

District Office Closed 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NED Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 
8:30 AM-4:30 PM 

NED RESOURCES BULLETIN BOARD 
Calendar 

District Prayer Chain 
Lorraine Regnier 

District Prayer Coordinator 
Prayer requests will be distributed 

throughout the Northeastern District 
family by contacting Lorraine directly 

at lorregnier@aol.com 

NED Connection Articles 
for the Dec./Jan. edition are  
due by November 21, 2022. 

office@nedcma.org 

Membership Certificates 
Please contact the 

District Office at 
315-336-4720 Ext. 201 
or office@nedcma.org 

to request church  
membership certificates. 

District Bible Quizzing 
Claudine Campbell 

District Quiz Coordinator 
607-529-8879 cell 

claudine@northeasternquizzing.org 
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Our District Committees are ready 
and available to offer resources and 

support to NED churches! 

EVANGELISM 

Mrs. Bonnie Koonsman (Chair) 

bjgable@gmail.com 

(215) 518-2508  

MISSIONS 

Rev. Greg Wolters (Chair) 

(315) 237-9864 


