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 These instructions are not limited to the physical condition, but also the spiritual and social             
implications.  In that spirit I offer you some suggestions on what a church should do when someone with 
COVID-19 comes to church. 

1.  Minister to the people who have the illness.  They may feel frightened and isolated.  Assure them that 
they are loved by you, but especially by the Lord who gives the graces of peace, comfort, and hope.        
Pray for them. 

2.  Follow a policy of maintaining confidentiality regarding individuals or families who have tested positive.  
That would include not putting them on a prayer list unless they specifically request it. 

3.  Contact everyone in the church who may have had an exposure without using names of those who have 
tested positive. 

4.  Consider not releasing lists of members or service attenders to outside agencies.  I would  recommend 
this as an across-the-board policy anyway. Be kind to those who make this request of you.  They are     
probably just doing their job. 

5.  Suggest that those with a positive test self-report to county or state health departments.  This will allow 
contact tracing and does not involve the church in releasing confidential health information. 

6.  Urge those with a known exposure to self-quarantine. 

7.  Return to online-only services in the case of a confirmed outbreak until it has diminished. 

8.  Direct inquiries from the media to the pastor.  I recommend that you neither  
confirm nor deny rumors or allegations. 

9.  Notify the local health department if it seems clear that a COVID cluster has 
presented itself without identifying those who have tested positive   (see #5).       
Inform them of the church’s COVID precautions on meeting size, distancing, 
masks, cleaning, and notifications. 

 I wanted to get these thoughts out to you right away since this is already 
happening in our district.  It will be refined over time.  I am thankful that we have a 
loving, almighty God watching over us!                                                                           
Call or email me to discuss specific issues related to this. 
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      WHEN COVID COMES TO CHURCH 

           My recent devotions have included study in the Torah, or first five 
books of the Bible. Leviticus has extensive instructions on what the people 
are to do when illness strikes: “Then the LORD spoke to Moses and to   
Aaron, saying, ‘When a man has on the skin of his body a swelling or a 
scab or a bright spot, and it   becomes an infection of leprosy on the skin 
of his body, then he shall be brought to Aaron the priest or to one of his 
sons the priests”’ (Leviticus 13:1-2). 



 

 

Reports to DEXCOM 

       District Committee minutes, etc. and other items for          
DEXCOM consideration must be received at least two 
weeks before scheduled DEXCOM meetings in order to 
be placed on their Agenda. Send information to                  
Melanie Thornton at mthornton@nedcma.org or                                              
office@nedcma.org.  
The next DEXCOM meeting is December 1, 2020. 

Christian Based  
Counseling Services 

Mr. James F. Lewis, LMHC 
2700 Bellevue Ave., Syracuse, NY 13219                      

315-425-1943 

Christian counseling for Individuals                        
(Adult & Adolescent),  

Marriage & Family, Mental Health & Addictions.             

Deepest Sympathy 

Dr. Richard B. Pease  

(Former District Pastor, International Worker, Nyack and ATS Professor) 
Shell Point, FL 

October 5, 2020 

W E L C O M E  New Official Workers! 
 

Mr. Cody Whelsky - Youth Pastor at Fulton Alliance 

youth@fultonalliance.org 

Mr. John Woodin- Student Life and Worship Creative Arts 
Pastor at Rome Alliance 

john@romealliancechurch.org 

OPEN CHURCHES 
SENIOR /LEAD PASTORS: 

Candor, NY; Dewittville, NY; Ithaca, NY;  
North Waverly, NY; Vorea, NY (Non-Alliance Church) 

STAFF POSITIONS: 

Sidney,NY -  Minister of Worship and Communication 
                             Wellsville,NY (CrossTown) - Media Director 
                           

N E D  

N O T I C E S  

GREAT COMMISSION FUND 
Year to Date giving to the Great 

Commission Fund from our     
District Churches of $1,004,135 is 

94.8% compared to the same 
time in 2019.  
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                                        How Great Thou Art  

English text credited to: Stuart Wesley Keene Hine (b. London, England, 1899; d. Somerset, England, 
1989) when he and his wife were missionaries in the Ukraine. 

The complete English text and its Swedish folk tune were published in 1949 in the Russian      
missions magazine Grace and Peace. Because much of the original text was lost in multiple 

translations, the English text in modern hymnals is usually credited to Hine.  The hymn  
quickly found it’s way into hymnals after George Beverly Shea began singing it in 1955 as 

part of the Billy Graham Crusades. 

Hine's text masterfully combines a sense of wonder of creation and Creator with the gospel 
message of hope in Christ's atoning sacrifice and glorious return. 

Scripture references: Psalm 121(stanzas 1-4),Heb.12:1-2 (Stanza 3),1 Thess. 4:16-17 (Stanza 4) 

Our District Committees are ready 
and available to offer resources and 

support to NED churches! 

EVANGELISM 

Mrs. Boonie Koonsman (Chair) 

bjgable@gmail.com 

(215) 518-2508  

MISSIONS 

Rev. Greg Wolters (Chair) 

(315) 237-9864 

preachergregwolters@gmail.com 

 



 

 

 

         Links to connect will be emailed to all registrants Monday, November 9 
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David B. Linn 

THE NED BLARE 
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HORSEHEADS – Maranatha Bible Chapel welcomes Jared and Heather Bolstridge to their staff.  
Jared is Charlie and PJ’s son, formerly of our Ticonderoga church.  Both Jared and Heather will 
serve in licensed ministries as part of their Alliance Licensed Ministry Experience (ALME) in    
preparation for potential service as international workers a few years from now.  They have recently 
finished up graduate degrees at Dallas Theological Seminary. * 

 

KILL BUCK – The Alliance Community Church has come to the end of many years of shining the 
light of Christ in the Salamanca region.  Terry and Anne Davis have sacrificially kept the light on 
for a decade and a half.  They are planning a move to eastern Pennsylvania.  Current plans are to 
sell the property to another church in the area. 

 

CANDOR – Ken and Louise Lindsay said farewell to the Village Chapel recently and have retired 
to Kentucky.  That completes some fifty-four years of ministry in the Alliance for Ken. 

 

NELLISTON – Dave and Cindy Prahst completed their service at Valley Alliance Church this   
summer and have moved to the Cleveland area.  Dave passed the leadership to Ken and Jill Gies 
who are ministering bi-vocationally. 

 

ELMIRA – The merger of three churches moves forward with Southside Alliance Church, Fusion 
Fire church, and Lakestreet Presbyterian church coming together as City of Light Alliance church.  
Juhura Shazer (Carmi) links hands with Tre Reaume (Miki) to serve together as Co-Lead Pastors.  
Also on-boarded are people in worship, children, and tech ministry. * 

 

ROME – Rome Alliance Church welcomes John Woodin as Pastor of Youth and Outreach.        
John leads worship as well. * 

 

 

 

* Made possible with partial district subsidies.  Horseheads and Rome are participating in the      
district Leadership Development Initiative (LDI), and there is another waiting for final approval. 

News from our Northeastern District churches 



 

 

EVANGELISM     

      CONNECTION 

                                                                                    
                                                                           

Hello District Family, 

We know that outreach is a huge task and requires team support! The District        
Evangelism Committee would love to support your team to maximize your                
effectiveness in your community. We hope to provide your team with these resources: 

Quality promotional materials 
Social media strategies 
Advertising techniques 
Creative ways of reaching people during COVID 
Strategies for motivating congregants to participate in outreach 
Utilizing community connections 
Tools for assessing and meeting community needs 
Ways to love your city/town to improve quality of life for all 
Methods for identifying and leveraging the gifts of your congregants 
Tips for maximizing effectiveness while minimizing costs 
Overcoming geographic obstacles 
Tools for keeping your outreach efforts gospel-centered.  

We would love to equip your outreach team with these tools and much more. Please 
provide us with your team contact information. We look forward to hearing from you. 
Thank you for all that you do! 

 In Christ, 
 
                                                                                                           Bonnie Koonsman 
                                                                                                           District Evangelism Committee Chair 
                                                                                                          (215) 518-2508 
                                                                                                          bjgable@gmail.com 

 
John 21:6 “He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will 
find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the 
quantity of fish.” 
Matthew 4:19-20 “And He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of 
men.” Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.” 
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 Who Me, Lord?  

Finding Courage to Lead in Uncertainty  

By Lisa L. Vogan, CWM  

 

“But Moses said, ‘Pardon your servant, Lord. Please send someone else.’”  

                                                    (Exodus 4:13, NIV, Zondervan © 2011)  

To be honest, I get a little sloppy when reading the familiar stories of scripture. I assume I have mastered 
the truths from years of study and teaching, so my mind starts to drift. Maybe you can relate? But this time, 
this verse hit me like an exposed nerve causing an involuntary reaction—I laughed! Because of the season 
we find ourselves in, I felt Moses’ pain in a fresh way. Like Moses, I am struggling with fear and a sense of 
inadequacy as we face what seems to be insurmountable challenges with far reaching outcomes. Leading 
in this season is especially hard. Our typical tools of ministry have been stripped away. Fatigue has threat-
ened passion. “With all due respect, Lord, please send someone else…” resonates in my spirit. I chuckled. I 
get it. But as I dig down deep to find courage to face another day, I must stand on these truths:  

God Chooses Leaders  

God still has a mission to accomplish— deliverance from slavery to sin to freedom in Christ, and He still 
gets to choose who He wants to lead the charge. He chose Moses—a stuttering murderer, a prince fallen 
from grace, and now a shepherd in a foreign land. His self-esteem couldn’t get much lower. And yet, God 
chose Moses. God promised to guide, direct, protect, and provide all Moses needed for what looked to be 
an insurmountable, impossible task. (Ex. 3-4). Likewise, God has chosen us to lead during this uncertain, 
turbulent season. How can knowing God has chosen you to lead during this season give you courage?  

God provides all we need  

Moses exercised basic faith principles: Trust God and His plan and trust God will provide all he needed 
(God’s presence and a staff) for the task. This is true for us today. God has given us all we need—His Pres-
ence (Ex.19, Mt.28:20; Heb. 13:5), the Holy Spirit (Jn. 14,16), and each other, the Church (Acts), to walk on 
mission together. Courage rises when we lean into these truths in faith. Where have you seen God’s provi-
sion in the past few months? Where will you need to trust His provision in the months ahead?  

Be Encouraged  

Brothers and sisters, God chose us for this task. Remember who we are and who HE is who has sent us. 
Fear not and be of good courage— “I will be with you…I AM WHO I AM…I AM has sent me to you.” 
(Ex. 3:12, 14). Choose to trust God, His mission, His provision, and His leading. How can we encourage 
others with these truths? Who can I encourage today?  

Provision: Disciplemaking Tools  

Getting connected to and collaborating with other ministry leaders is a God-given, powerful tool for driving 
mission, providing ministry support, and building courage. Consider taking advantage of these tools:  

• Training Ground 2021 virtual one-day event: www.traininggroundNED.com  

 

The past year has been a thrilling and terrifying time to be involved in Christian ministry! With concerns 
about justice, riots and looting, and police brutality, not to mention the pandemic, it can all feel overwhelm-
ing. And it can be easy to wonder what one single church in one small corner of the state can possibly do to 
address such big concerns. Join us as we explore how we can disciple adults, youth, children, and people 
with special needs amid the most challenging questions of our day.  

• Empower: https://www.empowerww.org/ Deeper discipleship and leadership training journey for women.  

• Safe Place Orientation Training: Lvogan@nedcma.org. Free to all NED churches  

• Coaching/Mentoring: children/youth leadership: contact Lisa Vogan: Lvogan@nedcma.org  

• FB pages/Kidmin Huddles: “Kidmin in the NED” (public); Disciplemaking NED (public); NED Kidmin 
Family (private group—email Lisa Vogan for membership request)  

• NED District Disciplemaking Ministries Team: ready to connect and resource! 
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“He told them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  

Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore,  

to send out workers into his harvest field’.” 

(Luke 10:2) 

 

An empty field grows wild.  A plowed field is bare.  A planted field has potential.  And full-grown 

crops have to be harvested.  There are many examples in the Bible using all of these aspects of the 

growth cycle.  We can talk about the soil; the seed; the planting; and the harvesting.  However, no 

matter how plentiful the harvest is…if it isn’t “harvested”, it will wither and die.                 

A.B. Simpson had a burden for the harvest field, and the workers that were needed to go into it.  

The C&MA still feels that same burden today! 

The District Missions Committee is seeking new ways to fulfill the mission of “increasing     

awareness, commitment, and participation in the Great Commission”, as stated in the District By-

laws.  However, we also want to utilize methods that already exist.  One of those methods is the 

Short-Term Missions Scholarship program.   The goal of this program is to provide scholarships to 

young people from our Alliance churches to go on short-term missions’ trips.  The prayer is that 

they may sense a call on their lives to go into full-time missionary service with the C&MA. 

The DMC is currently updating our procedures for awarding these scholarships, and will be send-

ing information out to the churches in the near future.  However, we want to encourage all of our 

pastors to get the word out to their youth leaders that $250 scholarships are available for kids 

from the age of 13 through college age.  They are given at the discretion of the DMC upon the 

review of all submitted applications.  An application can be requested by contacting the District 

Office.  However, a copy will be included with the information that will be sent out. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for you to plant, or foster, the desire to reach people with the good 

news of Jesus Christ!  The church is only one generation away from extinction!  If we don’t tell the 

next generation about Christ, we’re condemning them to a Christless eternity.  The DMC wants to 

be a proactive part in seeing that workers are sent out into the harvest field!                                

Will you “Go ye therefore” with us! 

                                                                        

 

                                                                                             Pastor G 

Greg Wolters (Pastor G) has served with the Alliance since 1998 in both full-time and bi-vocational positions.     

He transitioned from being an over-the-road truck driver to full-time at Crown Alliance Church in Cortland, NY. 
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THE NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT  

OF THE C&MA 

6275 Pillmore Drive 

Rome, NY  13440 

Phone: 315-336-4720 

Fax: 315-336-0347 
 

 

 

 

 

Contact via E-mail  

office@nedcma.org 

 
District Superintendent  

David B. Linn 

dlinn@nedcma.org 
 

Barbara S. Linn 

barb.linn@twc.com 
 

Assist. to DS/Missions Mobilizer 

David M. Murphy 

dmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Ministry Specialist 

Sally V. Fry 

sfry@nedcma.org 
 

Executive Assistant 

Melanie M. Thornton 

mthornton@nedcma.org 
 

Disciplemaking Specialist 

Lisa L. Vogan 

lvogan@nedcma.org 
 

District Bookkeeper 

Edward W. Lyau 

elyau@nedcma.org 
 

Alliance Women Director 

Terri A. Groh 

terrigroh@yahoo.com 

 

The NED Web 
nedcma.org 

 
        November 

10 
DISTRICT and PRAYER    
CONFERENCE—Virtual Event 

17 
CMTeam Meeting 10:00 AM 

Zoom Meeting 

18 

Reports and Committee  
Minutes for December 1, 2020 
DEXCOM  Meeting Agenda due 
to the District Office  

21 
EMPOWER Classes 9:00 AM 

Fulton Alliance Church 

23 
NED Connection Items due to 
District Office 

26-27 
HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

District Office Closed 

         December 

1 
DEXCOM Meeting 9:30AM 

ZOOM Meeting 

8 
Evangelism Committee Meeting 

2:30 PM Teleconference 

24—31 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

District Office Closed 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NED Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 
8:30 AM-4:30 PM 

NED RESOURCES BULLETIN BOARD 

Calendar 

District Prayer Chain 
Lorraine Regnier 

District Prayer Coordinator 
Prayer requests will be distributed 

throughout the Northeastern District 
family by contacting Lorraine directly 

at lorregnier@aol.com 
or 518-356-1098. 

NED Connection Articles 
for the December/January 

edition are  
due by November 23, 2020. 

office@nedcma.org 

Membership Certificates 
Please contact the 

District Office at 
315-336-4720 Ext. 201 
or office@nedcma.org 

to request church  
membership certificates. 

District Bible Quizzing 
Claudine Campbell 

District Quiz Coordinator 
607-529-8879 cell 

claudine@northeasternquizzing.org 
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