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WHOSE RABBI ARE YOU? 

 I have lived near the cities of New York and Los Angeles for quite a few years, all told.  I have family and 
friends who were or are employed by their immense public services including fire, EMS, and law enforcement.   
Associated with these services is a huge ladder of professional advance.  Everyone seeks to climb the ladder.     
And everyone can benefit greatly from help doing so.  If, along the way, they connect with someone who gives 
them advice, warns them of dangers, speaks well of them to others, protects them, and just plain gives them a boost 
up the ladder, they have what is called a “rabbi.”  Trading of favors is usually a big part of these secular systems as 
well, and that part is not always commendable. 

 Strictly speaking, we do not have a ladder in Christian circles, but we do have a movement to ministry 
which has steps.  Acts 15:36-39 describes a critical moment where a man named John Mark gained a rabbi in this 
non-biblical sense: “After some days Paul said to Barnabas, ‘Let us return and visit the brethren in every city 
in which we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.’  Barnabas wanted to take John, called 
Mark, along with them also.  But Paul kept insisting that they should not take him along who had deserted 
them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the work.  And there occurred such a sharp disagreement 
that they separated from one another, and Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to                       
Cyprus” (NASB). 

 Most of us know that this act of protection by Barnabas almost certainly saved John Mark from the        
shipwreck of his ministry.  Instead of going back to some trade in his village, John Mark got scooped up by the Son 
of Encouragement and continued ministry under some serious mentoring.  The result was that after a period of 
growth, Paul was able to write to Timothy: “Pick up [John] Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to 
me for service” (2 Tim. 4:11).  There is also good reason to think that he wrote the gospel of Mark under Peter’s 
guidance.  Pretty “useful” after a moment when he was deemed to be “not useful”!  All because he had a rabbi. 

 I am a man who has been picked up repeatedly by one rabbi after another: Paul Radford, Elio Cuccaro,  
Neal Clarke, Paul Hazlett, and David Phillips to name a few.  I would not be the minister of the gospel I am apart 
from them, and I might not be one at all.  I’ve had some pretty low points over the years, and some of them were 
clearly my fault.  I am immensely thankful for the covering and guiding influence of faithful men. 

 So, brother and sister, whose rabbi are you?  Somewhere in the movement to ministry there are people who 
are in an earlier state of growth than you.  You have learned things they need to know.  You have gained influence 
which can be used in a godly way to give them opportunities for ministry which become transforming heat          
experiences.  You have the spiritual stability to observe that someone in your environment has crashed their      
ministry, is massively discouraged, or is totally on the wrong track.  What are you willing to invest in such people 
for their sakes and the sake of Christ’s kingdom? 

 And, if I may be allowed to paraphrase Scripture, God has placed you near 
certain people for such a time as this.  Who might they be?  They will probably 
not die if you do not show up in their lives, but much may be lost.  And how much 
might be gained for the work of the Lord if you embrace the challenge!                    

 I ask again: Whose rabbi are you? 



 

 

OPEN CHURCHES 

SENIOR/LEAD PASTORS 
 Candor, NY 
 Horseheads, NY 
 Waverly, NY 
 Macedon, NY 
 Walton, NY 
 Rochester, NY (Trinity) 
 
STAFF POSITIONS 
 Lockport, NY—(Associate Pastor 

of Discipleship and Youth) 
    Vestal, NY—Valleyview 
       (Youth and Worship) 
 Arcade, NY - CrossTown 
 Greece, NY—CrossTown 
      (Children’s Min. Director) 

           (Youth Min. Director) 
      

NED  
NOT I C E S  

   GREAT COMMISSION FUND 
January 2023 year to date giving to the 

Great  Commission Fund from our District 
Churches of $ 81,231 is 79.7% compared to  

January 2022. 
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With Deepest Sympathy 

Rev. David C. Luck 

      February 7, 2023 

     Former District Pastor  

     Former Director of Delta Lake Bible            
Conference Center 

  

 

Northeastern District Retreat 
 

                          May 8-10, 2023 

The Y at Watson Woods 

9620 Dry Run Road 

Painted Post, NY 14870 

 

          nedcma.org/events/district-and-prayer-retreat-2023 

 

Scan the code to     
register now! 

Registration closes March 20 
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Evaluating Evangelism 
By John Woodin 

Student Life and Worship/Creative Arts Pastor 

Rome Alliance Church 

 

 

 

 I have been thinking about evangelism lately and these thoughts kept popping up in my head: 
“What can we do for evangelism?” “What can we put on for outreach that will bring people in?” What 
event can we plan to reach the lost?” I noticed something in all of this as I sat and thought. Did you 
catch it? All of these questions, although these weren’t bad questions in and of     themselves, focused 
and put a prime importance on a program, on an event rather than people. There has been a general shift 
in church culture today in which we have gone from people to programs and it has crept into evangelism 
as well. People have shifted to think: “If only we do this event, then people will come and get saved” or 
“We can’t evangelize if we don’t host something”. When in reality that’s not the case at all.  

 First and foremost, we don’t do the saving in evangelism, God Himself does and He uses us    
graciously in His sovereign plan to do that. Secondly, what if instead of focusing, when it comes to 
evangelism, on a program we shift to have it focus on people through a process? What do I mean by 
this?  

 I have been reading a book by Steve Pike called Next Wave: Discovering the 21st Century 
Church. In this book it talks about reimagining evangelism and discipleship, it breaks it down that when 
it comes to discipleship, it begins not at conversion but when someone “who is not a converted disciple 
of Jesus makes contact with someone who is already following Jesus.” (pg 28).  

Evangelism then links with discipleship now and it becomes focused on people and their journey, 

not on a program or an event. Pike then goes on to talk about this natural process of evangelism called 

“pre-conversion discipleship” (pg 31) and it amazed me because of the perspective that he brought 

which I have never thought about.  

The first part of this journey is that the person should have a positive awareness of Christ because 

of the contact they have had with you. They don’t have to give their life to Christ in that very moment, 

nothing has to get forced down their throat, it’s just a simple positive awareness of who Christ is because 

of your actions. From there, a relationship is built through that awareness and there is a growing        

connection between you and that person, you share your stories with one another. Then that relationship 

opens up the pathway to begin to have spiritual conversations with that person because of the trust that 

has been built there, all of this stemming from that first contact where a positive awareness of Christ was 

made.  

This ultimately cultivates into the person desiring to want to have a personal relationship with 

Christ themselves. This relational shift in evangelism and discipleship is how Christ Himself did it. He 

chose His small group of disciples and He poured into them through relationships. He started off with an 

initial contact with them (ex. Jesus said “I will make you fishers of men” in Mark 1:17), which gave 

them a positive awareness of who He was and then He began relationships with them. He challenged 

them, encouraged them, ate with them, talked with them and it was through this relationship that they 

accepted Him and God used them to spread God’s glory around them and now here we are 2000 years 

later, worshiping the same God because of what Jesus did through them.  
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The questions we need to ask ourselves in our churches then is what is truly our focus with 

evangelism? Is it reaching the lost for Christ through building relationships with them and then 

allowing God to then work through them, or is it focused on the events and programs that we put 

on because it’s only through those events that people will experience Christ and be saved?  

Now there’s nothing wrong with events at all, I’m not advocating for that at all. Events can be fun 

and great and God can and does use events in amazing ways, He uses everything in amazing ways because 

we serve a Mighty and Creative and Awesome God.  

What I am advocating though is that the focus or mission of the church shouldn’t be based or              

scheduled around events but the very relationships of people themselves so that believers can share the 

Hope, Healing and Love of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

The Gospel is what transforms them and has them coming back to Him. It is our job that God has   

given us as believers to make disciples by building relationships with others, making them positively aware 

of who Jesus is and then through that relationship, sharing with them the best news that they could ever 

hear, the amazing news of  Jesus Christ.  

That is evangelism and discipleship.  
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             The Continuing Debt 
                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                               Barbara Linn 
 
 

 Years ago, when my husband, Dave, and I were ministering in Rochester, New York, we had a snowbird 
in our church named Ed Pfaff. Ed lived in Florida most of the year but would come up to visit his old church 
friends for a month when the leaves were on the trees and the snow was just a memory. Ed was a kind soul and a 
serious Bible student. He gave Dave several of his personal sets of commentaries. 

 Folks in the church spoke of Ed in legendary tones. His dear wife, who had long gone to be with Jesus, 
had suffered the sorrowful decline of dementia. For Ed, that meant that his beloved, of more than half a century, 
gradually slipped away before his eyes. Ed would faithfully bring her to church week after week and sit in the 
back where she would not disturb others. And I can only imagine what it meant for Ed to be the sole caregiver for 
his dear one, whom he never stopped loving. 

 But later, I saw my own father do the same thing with my mom—loving care given to one who, after a 
while, wasn’t sure if he was her husband or her father. And then I saw Dave’s mom do the same thing with his 
dad, who slipped away over a period of 15 years to the point that he could no longer operate the television       
remote. 

 All three individuals did heroic, merciful deeds of daily love as hearty believers. I never heard any of 
them say that they did what they did as an act of faith, but it could not have been otherwise. And surely there 
must also have been the thought, My spouse gave me everything.  How can I not give everything in       
return? 
  
 The Apostle Paul articulated this radical power of steady, unceasing love in his letter to the Romans: “Let 
no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves 
others has fulfilled the law” (Rom.13:8). This is a debt that can never be paid off. There will never be a 
completion letter from the love mortgage company or a bunch of zeros on the love credit card statement. And 
because it is never ending, it is impossible for you and me to do. 
  
 But we have a good Father who not only sets the example for steadfast compassion, who not only issues 
us a command to follow that example, but who also grants us the grace to do it: “We love, because He first 
loved us” (1 John 4:19, NASB). His love fuels our love. 
 

 The significance of this provision stretches far beyond our earthly families. Love is the debt that makes 
the body of Christ authentic. It’s why we want to be there. Love is the glue of belonging. Love is what makes 
room for others. Love is the perpetual welcome for new ones in the Body. Love is why there is still room and 
why there will always be. 

 So, when the immensity and challenge of the debt of love seems overwhelming, let us draw by faith on 
the well of grace that can never run dry. No one said it would be easy. I cannot imagine that Ed Pfaff, my dad, or 
Dave’s mom found it easy to pay the debt of love every day and every night. But that sometimes heart-breaking 
challenge is where joy and meaning can be found like nowhere else on earth. 

 

Barb has served alongside her husband Dave in various capacities 
since they began their full-time Christian service adventure in 1983. 
They are in their third term as the Northeastern District Superintendent 
couple. She has a deep commitment to the work of Alliance Women 
and serves as the National Secretary. She enjoys almost any athletic 
activity, running A/V, demolition, and solving annoying computer     
problems. 

https://www.alliancewomen.org/author/barbara-linn/
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THE NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT  

OF THE C&MA 

6275 Pillmore Drive 

Rome, NY  13440 

Phone: 315-336-4720 

Fax: 315-336-0347 
 

Contact via E-mail  

office@nedcma.org 

 
 

District Superintendent  

David B. Linn 

dlinn@nedcma.org 
 

Barbara S. Linn 

barb.linn@twc.com 
 

Church Advance/Missions Mobilizer 

David M. Murphy 

dmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Leadership Development Specialist 

Sally V. Fry 

sfry@nedcma.org 
 

Ministry and Administrative Specialist 

Melanie M. Thornton 

mthornton@nedcma.org 
 

Disciplemaking Specialist 

Lisa L. Vogan 

lvogan@nedcma.org 
 

District Business Assistant 

Edward W. Lyau 

elyau@nedcma.org 
 

Alliance Women Director 

Terri A. Groh 

terrigroh@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

The NED Web 
nedcma.org 

            March 

3-5 
Elementary Winter Weekend @ 
DLBCC 

9 9:30am DDMT mtg. @ D.O. 

14 
2:00pm  Evangelism Comm. 
Zoom 

18 EMPOWER @ Fulton Alliance 

28 
District In– Service Training: 
Peacemaking Level 1 @ DLBCC 

31– 
April 1 

DeltaU @ DLBCC 

            April 

7 Good Friday — D.O. Closed 

11 
2:00pm  Evangelism Comm. 
Zoom 

14-15 EMPOWER @ Fulton Alliance 

18 
9:30am LO&CC meeting @ 
DLBCC 

21-22 AW Spring Refresh @ Auburn 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NED Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 
8:30 AM -  4:30 PM 

NED RESOURCES BULLETIN BOARD 
Calendar 

District Prayer Chain 
Lorraine Regnier 

District Prayer Coordinator 
Prayer requests will be distributed 

throughout the Northeastern District 
family by contacting Lorraine directly 

at lorregnier@aol.com 
or 518-356-1098. 

NED Connection Articles 
for the April edition are  
due by March 24, 2023. 

office@nedcma.org 

Membership Certificates 
Please contact the 

District Office at 
315-336-4720 Ext. 201 
or office@nedcma.org 

to request church  
membership certificates. 
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Our District Committees are ready 
and available to offer resources and 

support to NED churches! 

EVANGELISM 

Mrs. Bonnie Koonsman (Chair) 

bjgable@gmail.com 

(215) 518-2508  

MISSIONS 

Rev. Stu Burton (Chair) 

sburton@crosstownalliance.com 


