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WHITEWATER RAFTING WITH JESUS 

 There used to be a common false understanding of Christianity that faith brings smooth sailing.  I doubt if 
there are many left in that camp.  In contrast, I think we have all realized that the way of faith is really more like 
involuntary whitewater rafting—with Jesus!  We find ourselves bouncing up and down, getting wet, crashing into 
rocks, and trying not to drown. 

 The disciples had the real-world lake version of this challenge: “Immediately He made the disciples get 
into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side, while He sent the crowds away. After He had sent the 
crowds away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray; and when it was evening, He was there alone. 
But the boat was already a long distance from the land, battered by the waves; for the wind was                
contrary” (Matthew 14:22-24 NASB).  They were doing what Christ asked them to do, and the result was that they 
were “battered by the waves.”  The Greek word for “battered” (basanizw) literally means “tortured,” and is          
variously translated as “beaten,” “tossed,” and “buffeted.”  Yeah.  That’s the very thing. 

 The mental picture of whitewater rafting yields some useful thoughts on how to make it to the landing point 
where the rafting company hands out hot cider and doughnuts. 

 First, keep paddling.  The chaotic motion of the river wants to send the raft in random directions which 
usually end up in collisions with rocks, getting stuck, and flipping.  The only way the raft maintains control is for 
everyone to stay engaged with the task.  It is a group effort.  So it is for Christ’s church traveling the dangerous  
energies of the lost world, which is not merely chaotic, but also purposefully seeking to sink our raft and drown us 
all.  In the face of these dread dangers there can be a tendency to be stunned into inactivity.  I believe I am seeing 
this in our churches all over.  So many COVID dangers, arguments about masking, vaxxing, and politics have 
caused people to just stay home from church.  Our churches are emptier than I have ever seen them.  But we are all 
needed to employ our energies as a team in a Godward direction.  Keep paddling, brothers and sisters!  And go to 
those who have stopped paddling and encourage them. 

 Second, follow the instructions of the Captain.  As a rule, the leader is the one who knows where the river 
goes.  Even if we knew the river, we would still need a captain to give instructions like: Paddle on the right!  Paddle 
on the left!  All paddle together!  How much more do we need to follow the specific instructions of the Captain of 
our souls to navigate the challenge which is right in front of us.  Let us not become inattentive to Christ’s          
commands, and every word of Scripture, all of which have been given for our benefit and blessing.  Jesus is the  
only one who knows where the river of this life goes, and exactly what we should do. 

 Third, grab paddlers who are in danger of falling out.  Most commercial 
whitewater rafting experiences are reasonably safe, but even so there are unknown 
factors which can throw people out of the raft.  There is a moment to realize that 
you are the one sitting next to a wobbling rafter, and it is your job to…grab them!  
So it is while whitewater rafting with Jesus.  We need to watch out for one another: 
those who are being weighed down with griefs, who are being tempted, who are 
starting down a path into sin, who are entertaining faith-killing beliefs—and the list 
of spiritual dangers goes on and on.  I will grab you if I see this happening to you, 
and please grab me if I am tipping over the side. 

 [Exhale.]  I know.  You didn’t sign up for whitewater rafting.  And you 
would love to get out of the boat.  But it just keeps going down the river.  Take 
heart!  The Jesus who rules the wind and water is in the boat with you.  He is your 
Guide, your Protector, and your Rescuer.  Let your trust in him put your heart at 
rest. 



 

 

Christian Based  
Counseling Services 

 
Mr. James F. Lewis, LMHC 

2700 Bellevue Ave., Syracuse, NY 13219                      
315-425-1943 

Christian counseling for Individuals                        
(Adult & Adolescent),  

Marriage & Family, Mental Health & Addictions.   

OPEN CHURCHES 

SENIOR/LEAD PASTORS 
 Candor, NY 
 Ithaca, NY 
 Waverly, NY 
 Vestal, NY—Tracy Creek 
 Saranac Lake, NY 
 
STAFF POSITIONS 
 Elmira, NY (Worship Leader) 

Attention Clergy 

Philip Graham, (Pinpoint Tax Services) offers 
professional tax preparation services at very 

reasonable rates. Phil has 13 years experience 
and has achieved the IRS Registered Tax Re-
turn Preparer (RTRP) Status. He has served 

hundreds of tax clients across the USA and an-
nually, he completes at least 32 hours of Contin-

uing Education in tax law. He provides caring, 
confidential and competent tax preparation ser-
vices, particularly focusing on the complexities 

of tax returns for licensed clergy including    
overseas workers.  

Contact Phil at 315-491-0462 or                      
pgraham10@outlook.com.  

ALLIANCE BENEFITS 

REMINDER: All NED Official Workers are eligible to 
participate in the Alliance Health Plan.  

www.alliancebenefits.org 
1-800-700-2651 

option 1 for Healthcare 
option 2 for 403(b) Plan 

N E D  

N O T I C E S  

GREAT COMMISSION FUND 
2022 year to date giving to the Great Commission 

Fund from our District Churches of $102,865 is 
78.4% compared to this month in 2021. 

BABY ANNOUNCEMENT! 
Marceline Massey  

Born February 17, 2022 
Daughter of Mitch and Rachel 

Apalachin, NY 
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Evangelism Zoom Huddle 

Outreach that Works: 

Bringing New People In and Helping 
Them Stay 

Saturday, March 12, 2022 

10:00 AM 

*Watch your email for the link to 
join! 

     91ST ANNUAL NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT AND PRAYER CONFERENCE 

                                                                              UNBLOCKED! 

                                                MAY 16-18, 2022 

                                PINE KNOLLS ALLIANCE CHURCH 
                                        614 GANSEVOORT RD. 

                                 SOUTH GLENS FALLS, NY 12803 

            nedcma.org/events/district-conference 

mailto:pgraham10@outlook.com
http://cmalliance.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8dd27291a5f89271c20b54557&id=5459cc8cd8&e=6a7db682cd
http://www.alliancebenefits.org/2016/08/23/about-health-exchanges/?ct=t(enews_0621167_18_2016)&goal=0_ec631cf56e-e9db73a54d-405574539&mc_cid=e9db73a54d&mc_eid=6a7db682cd
http://www.alliancebenefits.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/The-Benefits-of-the-CMA-403b-Plan.pdf?ct=t(enews_0621167_18_2016)&goal=0_ec631cf56e-e9db73a54d-405574539&mc_cid=e9db73a54d&mc_eid=6a7db682cd
https://nedcma.org/events/district-conference
https://nedcma.org/events/district-conference


 

 

                                THE NED CONNECTION, Page 3 



 

 

                                                                                    
                                                                           

 

THE NED CONNECTION, Page  4 

 

. 

 

 
   Strengthening Corporate Worship 
 

                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                             
 

 

                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                Melanie Thornton 
                                                                                                                                                                    Executive Assistant 
                                                                                                                                                            Northeastern District C&MA 
 

 

11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and 
the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud 
voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and 
glory and blessing.” 13 And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and on 
the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, “To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing 
and honor and  glory and dominion forever and ever.” 14 And the four living creatures kept saying, “Amen.” 
And the elders fell down and worshiped. 
                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                             Revelation 5:11-14 (NASB) 
 

 

I’ve been thinking about heaven lately. Perhaps it’s my mind needing an escape from the things of this 
world that overwhelm with seemingly endless struggles and heartbreaking news from all fronts. Imagining 
what worship must be like in heaven with myriads and myriads gathered in the presence of the Lord and 
praising Him together is an amazing place to drift off to now and then. It reminds me that we – the church- 
are called to join in this chorus of praise as we gather together here on earth.  

 
A couple of months ago, I had a strange experience while visiting a church for the first time. As the  

service began, the worship leader came out on the platform and started to sing. I didn’t know what to do, so I 
looked around the congregation and realized everyone was sitting quietly in their seats. I thought that        
perhaps this particular song was meant to be special music, but quickly realized that this seemed to be the 
norm for this church. No congregational singing.  

 
Following the service, I asked some people if this was a special music Sunday. Several of them told me 

“No, we never sing”. I asked “Why?” The answer over and over again was “We didn’t know we were allowed!”  
 
Just then, the worship leader walked by and I pulled him aside to give some encouragement. The first 

thing he said to me was how frustrated he was because the congregation wouldn’t sing! 
 
As leaders, we often assume that the people we’re leading already know what’s expected of them, 

how to perform a task, or how to minister to others in the local church and community. We become           
frustrated and disheartened when we don’t see the response and participation from those we’re ministering 
to and with.  Throughout many years in different churches I’ve seen this issue in all areas of ministry, but most 
visibly in corporate worship. 
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While there are many methods and tactics to bolster corporate worship in our churches, I’ve              
discovered three ways to “get the ball rolling”: 

 

Invite 

 
     This sounds obvious, but sometimes people don’t know they’re expected to or are “allowed” 

to sing. When musicians come onto a stage with instruments and microphones it’s only    
natural for folks (especially non-churched) to assume it’s a concert. Invite the congregation 
to stand and sing together – you may be surprised at the sound that comes out! 

 

Educate 
 
       Incorporating scriptures that speak of worshiping together or that reinforce the message of 

the song you’ll be singing are great ways to educate the congregation on why we do what 
we do.   We can’t assume people know how to worship. God is present with us when we 
gather, and our souls are strengthened when we praise Him with one voice in unity. Stress 
the importance of Christian community and the benefits of worshiping together. Choose 
more songs with a “we” focus instead of an “I” or “me” focus. In a world of divisions and  
individual truths, we can teach unity of believers under one God through our song choices. 
After all, “ Music does just as much as preaching to impress the word of God on people’s 
hearts.”                                                                                          – D. L. Moody 

 

Encourage 
 
         We can never over do this. Worship (especially singing) is a deeply personal experience       

between us and God. It’s a place where we’re letting the walls down and opening ourselves 
up to being vulnerable and unguarded. Doing this in public can be frightening and            
overwhelming. We can do a lot from the platform to foster a worship environment to help 
others gain confidence and joy in participating in corporate worship. Publicly recognize that 
worship is a deeply personal experience, use transitions between songs to pray and bring 
people into a holy place, and be the example. The role of Worship Leader is just that - to 
lead God’s people into the Holy of Holies and His presence. We can only do that when we’re 
truly worshiping in front of the church. God doesn’t need a gimmick or a show. He desires 
authenticity from His people - a broken spirit and a contrite heart (Psalm 51). When people 
have a genuine encounter with the Living God they’ll never be the same. Encourage that 
through words, actions, and living it for all to see. 

 
 

 A church that genuinely comes together in worship will find there’s much more that holds them         
together than tears them apart.  

                                                                     One God, one people, one voice. 
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THE NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT  

OF THE C&MA 

6275 Pillmore Drive 

Rome, NY  13440 

Phone: 315-336-4720 

Fax: 315-336-0347 
 

Contact via E-mail  

office@nedcma.org 

 
 

District Superintendent  

David B. Linn 

dlinn@nedcma.org 
 

Barbara S. Linn 

barb.linn@twc.com 
 

Church Advance/Missions Mobilizer 

David M. Murphy 

dmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Leadership Development Specialist 

Sally V. Fry 

sfry@nedcma.org 
 

Executive Assistant 

Melanie M. Thornton 

mthornton@nedcma.org 
 

Disciplemaking Specialist 

Lisa L. Vogan 

lvogan@nedcma.org 
 

District Business Assistant 

Edward W. Lyau 

elyau@nedcma.org 
 

Alliance Women Director 

Terri A. Groh 

terrigroh@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

The NED Web 
nedcma.org 

           March 

4-6 Teen Chill @ DLBCC 

8 Evangelism Comm. Mtg. 12PM 

10 DDMT 9:30 AM @ District Office 

12 Evangelism Zoom Huddle 10AM 

19 EMPOWER @ Fulton Alliance 

          April 

5 
District In-Service Training 
@DLBCC   10AM—3PM 

12 Evangelism Comm. Mtg. 12PM 

15 Good Friday—D.O. Closed 

19 LO&CC Mtg. 9:30AM 

21 Missions Comm. Mtg. 10AM 

22-23 AW Spring Refresh 

29 Bible Quizzing @ LaFayette 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NED Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 
8:30 AM-4:30 PM 

NED RESOURCES BULLETIN BOARD 
Calendar 

District Prayer Chain 
Lorraine Regnier 

District Prayer Coordinator 
Prayer requests will be distributed 

throughout the Northeastern District 
family by contacting Lorraine directly 

at lorregnier@aol.com 

NED Connection Articles 
for the March edition are  
due by March 25, 2022. 
office@nedcma.org 

Membership Certificates 
Please contact the 

District Office at 
315-336-4720 Ext. 201 
or office@nedcma.org 

to request church  
membership certificates. 

District Bible Quizzing 
Claudine Campbell 

District Quiz Coordinator 
607-529-8879 cell 

claudine@northeasternquizzing.org 

 

THE NED CONNECTION, Page  10 

Our District Committees are ready 
and available to offer resources and 

support to NED churches! 

EVANGELISM 

Mrs. Bonnie Koonsman (Chair) 

bjgable@gmail.com 

(215) 518-2508  

MISSIONS 

Rev. Greg Wolters (Chair) 

(315) 237-9864 


