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    The NED Connection 

THE CHALLENGE OF EVERYDAY PROPHECY 

Make Growth Happen by Engaging Everyone as a Full Ministry Partner 

At District Conference this past spring I spoke about the function of everyday prophecy in Christ’s 
Church, namely, that we all--every last one of us--embrace our role as those empowered by God to use 
his word to encourage, exhort, and edify (the triumvirate of prophecy purposes).  This does not mean that 
we all have the gift of prophecy, and certainly none of us has the function of writing Scripture through 
prophetic ministry. 

I am struck once again with the consequences of our not embracing this normal part of Christian life.  
When the time came for judgment on Israel Amos spoke frightening words: “Behold, days are coming," 
declares the Lord GOD, "When I will send a famine on the land, /Not a famine for bread or a thirst 
for water, /But rather for hearing the words of the LORD” (Amos 8:11 NASB).  God’s words are 
food to our spirits, and the lack of them results in spiritual famine. 

If the outcome of not embracing everyday prophecy is so bad, how can we overcome our seemingly natu-
ral tendency to hold our tongues?  There are many possible hindrances, but one of the worst is one we 
share with the prophet Ezekiel.  Ezekiel’s call to his special gift of prophecy which was also God’s instru-
ment for writing inerrant Scripture, includes these words: “I am sending you to them who are stubborn 
and obstinate children, and you shall say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD.' As for them, whether 
they listen or not-- for they are a rebellious house-- they will know that a prophet has been among 
them. And you, son of man, neither fear them nor fear their words, though thistles and thorns are 
with you and you sit on scorpions; neither fear their words nor be dismayed at their presence, for 
they are a rebellious house. But you shall speak My words to them whether they listen or not, for 
they are rebellious” (Ezekiel 2:4-7 NAS). 

God’s words must always and forever be spoken into resistance.  We, at times, experience the joy of edi-
fying a brother or sister who is eager to receive.  What a blessing to give and receive in that way!  And 
then there are lots of other times when it seems like God’s word, instead of being received and embraced, 
is pushed right back at us. 

The test case I have often used is whether we could ever stand in the food court at a mall and recite Scrip-
ture in a loud voice, or perhaps a busy street corner.  Either way, just thinking about it makes me cringe 
because I know that God’s precious words will be rejected by most people. 

God gave Ezekiel some great words of advice to deal with this.  First, choose not to fear.  After all, if they 
kill you, you go straight to heaven.  In many places in our world believers are, in fact, killed to shut them 
up.  Not so likely here in America.  Second, remember that to withhold God’s words leaves people starv-
ing for the only food which can feed their souls.  Third, don’t be dismayed.  This pattern is completely 
predictable, and we should not be surprised.  And fourth, a choice not to speak when our Lord wants us to 
speak is disobedient on our parts. 

If we start slow, I believe that our capacity to speak truth to one another and to a lost world will strength-

en and build.  We will become like my friend in college who, while spooning oatmeal into his mouth at 
breakfast, would often say: “Hey, you would not believe what I read in the Bible during my quiet time 
today…”  And in that way encouragement, exhortation, and edification will flow from God through us to 

other people—if we will be faithful. 
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OPEN CHURCHES 

SENIOR/LEAD PASTORS 
 South Glens Falls, NY 
 Syracuse, NY 

STAFF POSITIONS 
 Schodack, NY 

Attention Clergy 

Philip Graham, dba Pinpoint Tax 
Services, offers professional tax 
preparation services at very rea-
sonable rates. Phil has 13 years 
experience and has achieved the 
IRS Registered Tax Return Pre-
parer (RTRP) Status. He has 
served hundreds of tax clients 
across the USA and annually, he 
completes at least 32 hours of 
Continuing Education in tax law. 
He provides caring, confidential 
and competent tax preparation 
services, particularly focusing on 
the complexities of tax returns for 
licensed clergy including over-
seas workers.  

Contact Phil at 315-491-0462 or 
pgraham10@outlook.com.  
References from NED pastors are 
available on request. 

Alliance Strategies  
In Mission 

The next Alliance Strategies in 
Mission course will be May 5 

through July 13, 2019.  Successful 
completion of this course meets 
ordination / consecration and vo-

cational ministry requirements. It is 
also beneficial for local church 
missions mobilizers, missions 

team members, and those inter-
ested as potential international 

workers. For additional information 
and to register go to 

www.cmallianceu.org.  

Directory Updates 

Barbara Linn 
barb.linn@twc.com 

Lisa Vogan 
lvogan@nedcma.org 

Cory and Ashley Prothero 
441 Franklin St., 

Ballston Spa, NY 12020 

NED  
Notices 

W E L C O M E ! 
 

Rev. Sydney and Kathy McCrorey 
Interim Pastor at 

Campbell C&MA Church 
363 County Rd 64, Apt. 1A 

Elmira, NY 14903 
607-481-4395 Syd 

641-831-9321 Kathy 
sydbigflats@gmail.com 

Alliance Council 2019 

May 28–June 2, 2019 
Join the Alliance family as we gather in 
Orlando, Florida, to celebrate what God is 
doing in our midst and seek His heart as 
we move Beyond.  
cmalliance.org/events/2019/council/ 

Great Commission Fund 

Giving to the Great Commission 
Fund from our District Churches 

totaled $1,391,395 for 2018. 
Thank You for giving! 

ORDINAND/CONSECRANT 
SAVE THE DATE! 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 
In-Service Training 

Required training for provisional 
workers will be held at the District 

Office. Training topics TBD. 

Centershot Archery, Discipleship Youth Class, Valley Alliance Church, Nelliston, NY, lead by Rev. Ken Gies.  
This ministry launched with help from the Dream Incentive Grant. 

mailto:pgraham10@outlook.com
https://www.cmallianceu.org/mod/page/view.php?id=14
http://www.cmalliance.org/events/2019/council/
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Lisa L. Vogan 
Disciplemaking Specialist 

What do I say? 

Every day, no matter the form of media by which it comes, I wince as I hear of another story tied 

to sexual deviancy. It may be a story of child abuse, sexual harassment, sex trafficking, or some 

other behavior that has been uncovered, leaving in its wake pervasive pain and hurt for years to 

come. 

To be honest, I have not had much exposure to this reality. In my many years of church going and 

professional ministry, the verity of such maltreatment was largely, and sadly, a muffled murmuring 

in my mind. I respected the research on the prevalence of abuse enough to be sure I set up 

strong systems of prevention within the ministries over which I held positions of leadership. Sys-

tems that included bathroom policies, student/teacher ratios, never being alone with a child/

student, parent pick-up, etc. This part I understood. It made sense. I would “die on that hill” when 

questioned on the importance of such standards. 

What I failed to realize was how important it was to educate myself on how to recognize abuse 

and how to respond if I was approached by one experiencing this journey first hand. What am I to 

do? What do I say? How do I respond with grace to the victim? The family? The accused and their 

families? 

Or this, what if a teenager walked in and showed me an inappropriate text sent by a leader or 

family member? Where would I begin? Does my church have a policy or procedure to handle 

this? Where is it? Who do I call? 

Church, we are to be places of refuge and trust. We are to reflect our Lord’s heart of compassion 

as we protect those we lead. Are we well-prepared to respond to and embrace this broken part of 

our world? 

Traveling the district presenting Abuse Prevention Training, I have found while most have proce-

dures of prevention in place, the weakness is in the area of recognizing and reporting suspected 

abuse. A few churches have had allegations made against someone either within their church or 

someone associated with their church. Together, we have been learning how to build good pro-

cesses to handle these difficult journeys with grace, compassion and truth. 

However, it has shown we are acutely unprepared and untrained in reporting and respond-

ing to allegations of abuse. This leaves us with questions: should this not be an area of strength 

for the church? How can we help those suffering from abuse? What is our responsibility? 

Here’s the good news. As a response to the current cultural upsurge in reported cases of abuse 

and those within our district, the district is responding by designating a time for training at Dis-

trict Conference 2019, March 25-27, 2019. We are privileged to have Victoria Bissell, Director 

of Training with Plan to Protect™ as a guest speaker. She will be presenting training on re-

sponding and reporting processes and procedures during the Tuesday morning general session, 

as well as special interest breakouts on Monday and Tuesday afternoons. Come prepared with 

your questions. 

This is part of our Kingdom call. May God equip us to be His church to this broken world. 
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 EVANGELISM     
    CONNECTION 

FORM IS NOT THE ISSUE (usually) 

The best form of evangelism is the one where your love for God, which is preeminent, and a genuine love for 
people (only produced by Christ in you) meet. Form is not the point in evangelism. Faith and love matter most. 
And if we have adopted a method of evangelism that has disconnected us from Jesus’ actual passion for people, 
then we would be wise to enter back into our prayer closet and be joined in the power of the Holy Spirit and 
let Him teach us new ways of loving and serving people.  

As some of us are creatures of habit, our good intent to draw others to Christ might be overshadowed by our 
internal motivation not being refreshed and renewed. The truth is that a stale internal life with God will lead to 
disconnected and powerless evangelism. Yikes! The encouragement here is to keep your heart beating with 
the Goodness of God, and the result will include evangelism that flows out of joyful obedience, not rigid duty.  

Another way to approach this idea of my love for God coupled with God’s love for people is to focus our atten-
tion on Jesus’ lifestyle of “evangelism”. In looking at Jesus’ life via the Gospels and in knowing that Christ now 
lives in me, I can be assured that He wants to live the same life He lived on earth through me...unless we think 
Jesus has changed. Good news! He has not changed.  

A simple thought that I believe rules my heart is, “I do not care what shape it takes, if it looks and sounds like 
Jesus I will try anything.” 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 would help us, but verse 19 is less quoted and yet maybe more 
critical than verse 22b, where Paul says, “while I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to 
everyone, to win as many as possible.” This sounds like Jesus to me. All powerful, yet He came as a servant to 
inaugurate this new earthly Kingdom. Evangelism looks like being a servant releasing God’s love and power to 
people. 

Let this be an encouragement to you, or make you uncomfortable. We need both.  

From a position of absolute surrender to God and filled by the Spirit of God, Jesus healed, prayed, preached, 
listened, befriended, prophesied, and demonstrated the ways of the new Kingdom all as “evangelism”.  

COST COUNTING AND DISAPPOINTMENT 
The same power, the same passion, the same love, the same mercy, the same oneness with the Father, now 
lives in you-it is Christ in you, the Holy Spirit. And His mission and desires have not changed. The only thing 
that has is His means. You are His means. But if not compelled by a life surrendered to God in the same way 
Jesus surrendered His life to God, there will be an unnecessary cost for you and potentially for the world 
around you.  

I believe cost matters with God, and I know many people who have paid an unnecessary cost and their affec-
tion for God has waned without addressing their disappointments in evangelism.  

I challenge you to consider what cost evangelism has had in your life. Take some time to consider the Cause/
Effect list below, then welcome God to bring new life to you as He leads.  

1. Cause: sticking to what we “know”...Effect: evangelism at the cost of Godly maturing 

2. Cause: feeling I do not evangelize enough, and thinking I am not good at it…Effect: evangelism at the cost of 
feeling guilty and ashamed 

3. Cause: not knowing God’s character...Effect: evangelism at the cost of not representing Jesus’ true intention  

4. Cause: a culture of corporate evangelism events...Effect: evangelism at the cost of discipleship  

FINAL THOUGHT 
God actually wants to reveal His power and love and redemptive work through you, I mean 
Jesus gave up his life so that the Father could accomplish this. He wants you to shine for Him 
more than you do. So, just shine. :-) 

Pastor Tre Reaume 
Southside Alliance Church 

Elmira, NY 
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Details available at www.gcwned.org, click on “Spring Refresh” 

Early Bird Deadline is April 8; Final Deadline is April 15 

https://gcwned.org/
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THE NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT  

OF THE C&MA 

6275 Pillmore Drive 

Rome, NY  13440 

Phone: 315-336-4720 

Fax: 315-336-0347 
 

 

 

 

 

Contact via E-mail  

office@nedcma.org 
 

District Superintendent  

David B. Linn 

dlinn@nedcma.org 

Barbara S. Linn 

barb.linn@twc.com 
 

Assist. to DS/Missions Mobilizer 

David M. Murphy 

dmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Ministry Specialist 

Sally V. Fry 

sfry@nedcma.org 
 

Executive Assistant 

Tracy M. Murphy 

tmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Strategic Growth Specialist 

Jonathan L. Schuerholz 

jschuerholz@nedcma.org 
 

Disciplemaking Specialist 

Lisa L. Vogan 

lvogan@nedcma.org 
 

District Bookkeeper 

Edward W. Lyau 

elyau@nedcma.org 

 

The NED Web 
nedcma.org 

         March 

1 
District Conference Registra-
tion Closes 

7 
Disciplemaking Committee Mtg.  
District Office, 9:30 AM 

11-13 
Canandaigua Group at Camp of 
the Woods, Speculator, NY 

25 
NED Connection Items  
due at District Office 

25-27 
88

th
 Annual District and Prayer 

Conference, Olean, NY 

26 
Evangelism Committee Meeting 
Olean, NY, 12:00 PM 

   

         April 

8-11 Dist Supt National Conference  

11 
Evangelism Committee 
Teleconference, 3:00 PM 

16 
Missions Committee Meeting 
District Office, 10:00 AM 

19 
GOOD FRIDAY HOLIDAY  
District Office Closed  

21 Happy Easter! 

22 
NED Connection Items 
due at District Office 

23 
LO&CC Meeting  
District Office, 9:30 AM  

26-27 
District Quiz Finals, Chemung 
Christian Fellowship 

26-27 
GCW Spring Refresh 
Auburn Holiday Inn 

30 
Ordination/Consecration  
In-Service Training, 9:30—3:30 

  

  

NED Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday 
8:00 AM-4:30 PM 

Friday 
8:00 AM –2:00 PM 

NED RESOURCES BULLETIN BOARD 

Calendar 

“Taste and see that the LORD is 

good; blessed Is the one who 

takes refuge in him.” 

Psalm 34:8, NIV 

District Prayer Chain 

Lorraine Regnier 
District Prayer Coordinator 

Prayer requests will be distributed 
throughout the Northeastern District 
family by contacting Lorraine directly 

at lorregnier@aol.com 
or 518-356-1098. 

NED Connection 
Articles for the  

April 2019 edition are  
due by March 25, 2019. 
office@nedcma.org 

Membership Certificates 

Please contact the 
District Office at 

315-336-4720 Ext. 201 
or office@nedcma.org 

to request church  
membership certificates. 

District Bible Quizzing 

Claudine Campbell 
District Quiz Coordinator 

607-529-8879 cell 
claudine@northeasternquizzing.org 


