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SAY THE WORD — RIGHT NOW, NO WAITING 
David Linn, Superintendent 

 Rolling around in the back of my head is part of a Christian song 
from a few decades ago with the smoothly sung lyric: “Sayyyyy the 
woooord, sayyyyy the woooord.”  Can’t remember where it is from or who 
did it.  Maybe DeGarmo and Key.  Now you know how old I am. 

 That memory was prompted by my recent devotional study of Co-
lossians, where I ran across these words: “Let the word of Christ rich-
ly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing 

one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankful-
ness in your hearts to God” (Colossians 3:16 NASB). 

 Now, I have heard many sermons and Bible studies on this verse, along with having read 
many articles about worship which quote it.  Most of the interpretations explain that in worship 
the pastors and teachers do their work of explaining the word of God to us, and the song leaders 
pick good Scripture songs to reinforce the teaching. 

Nope.  That’s not what it says. 

 We can all accept that the above interpretation is a valid application of Paul’s word to 
the Colossians.  But the entire context context context is a group of exhortations from Paul di-
rected to every single believer—no exceptions. 

 The main meaning is Paul’s expectation that every believer would, from the very begin-
ning, absorb the word of God inwardly.  If that is what the first clause of the sentence means, 
then the commands to teach and admonish one another are also for every believer—right away, 
no waiting.  This takes nothing away from the Ephesians 4:11-12 fivefold equipping ministries.  
But it should change the way we think about growing disciples and building an effective, 
healthy church. 

 When people get saved we should expect them to get into the word right away, and do 
everything in our power to help them become self-feeders.  When people get saved we should 
also expect them to say the word.  We need to help them see that God intends for his truth to 
come out of them right away.  No one is expecting them to give dissertations on theology, but if 
they have enough truth to get saved they have enough truth to speak, write, and even sing it.  
This is the “one another” dimension of teaching. 

 The “one another” dimension of admonishing is for every believer to simply apply the 
word to edify, exhort, and encourage others.  Even a small child can do this, and all of us can 
tell stories of the same.  Things like; “Don’t be sad, Mommy.  Jesus will help us.”  Or, “Hey, 
friend!  The Lord sees what you are going through.  Can I pray for you right now?”  Even a 
brand new believer can do this.   

 I conclude, along with many others, that our Lord is speaking 
this word to his church: Missionality is intended to be built into disci-
ples from the very beginning.  That means that, from the very begin-
ning of the Christian life, he intends for his word to dwell within us 
richly, and for it to come out of us all the time.  Say the word yourself--
when prompted and when not prompted.  Work it into conversations, 
prayers, and daily operations of life.  Give kids, young people, and new 
believers every reason to think that it is normal for them to say the 
word—right away, no waiting. 
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By popular request I am beginning a district news section to help us all stay on the 
same page. 
 
DISTRICT STAFF CHANGE – As of this month our energetic Strategic Growth 
Specialist, Jon Schuerholz, has taken the role of Executive Pastor at Cornerstone 
Church on Grand Island.  We are very sorry to see Jon leave our staff but are very 
thankful for the several years he has invested in the NED.  Many new things are here 
because of him and many things got pushed forward.  Jon is planning to stay con-
nected with us in fellowship, coaching, and training. 
 
VESTAL/VALLEYVIEW ALLIANCE CHURCH – Mouhannad (Enas) Moses has 
accepted a call as Lead Pastor.  This will be Mouhannad’s first role as lead.  Pray as 
they and the church connect and learn to work together for kingdom advance in the 
region. 
 
VESTAL/TRACY CREEK MEMORIAL CHURCH – David (Erin) Campbell has ac-
cepted a call to pastor this historic community church.  David is the grandson of one 
of the ladies in the church.  Pray for a great transition into this new role and a great 
connection of leader and people. 
 
MISSIONS VISION TRIP – We welcome back to the US our 2020 Missions Vision 
Trip members who toured in central Asia: Andy Hall (Olean), Aaron Koonsman 
(Ballston Spa), and Tre Reaume (Elmira), led by Dave Murphy, our District Missions 
Mobilizer.  Pray for them as they prepare presentations to tell of what God is doing 
in central Asia. 
 
NEW LIFE ALLIANCE CHURCH/ROCHESTER – Pastor Wayne Mushett is bring-
ing on new staff in youth and outreach ministry.  Nate and Mariah Champion are 
coming to us from Florida.  Pray for a great transition and launch! 
 
SYRACUSE ALLIANCE CHURCH – Pastor Tony Jones is bringing on new Assis-
tant Pastor of Community Outreach Reggie Kelley.  Reggie brings a wealth of experi-
ence and network connections in community organizations in the Syracuse area.  
Pray for a fresh work of ministry for our one genuinely urban church! 
 
CROSSTOWN GREECE – Keep our friends in prayer as the six-week countdown 
approaches for the launch of this new campus (number five).  Levi (Megan) Owens 
is the campus pastor.  Stuff still to be done includes renovation, tech installation, fi-
nal launch team assembly, and promotion to the community.  Pray for a great work 
of God on Easter! 

David Linn 

THE NED BLARE 
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WELCOME! 
Mr. David M. & Erin M. Campbell  
Pastor at Tracy Creek Memorial Church, Vestal, NY 
20 Waite St, Norwich, NY 13815 
davidcampbelljr777@outlook.com / 607-743-1018 
 

DISTRICT & PRAYER CONFERENCE 

89th Annual Conference; MAY 18—20, 2020 
Maranatha Bible Chapel, Horseheads, NY 
Business Conference  
Registration is open, $40/delegate 
 

In-Service Training for 
Ordination/Consecration 
Tuesday, April 7, 2020; 9:30—3:30 
Topics:  Ministry to Your Actual Community 
Church Budget, Financial Management, & Fund Raising 
Planning for Personal Development in Ministry with 
Panel Discussion 
 

DEEPEST SYMPATHY 
James P. Whitman, former district pastor 
Moosic, Pennsylvania, February 15, 2020 

 
Great Commission Fund 
Giving to the Great Commission Fund from our District 
Churches of $120,529 for one month (January 2020) is 
65.8% compared to the same time in 2019.  

 
CHRISTIAN COUNSELING  
Mr. James F. Lewis, LMHC; 315-425-1943; 2700 Belle-
vue Ave., Syracuse, New York 13219. Jim is a recog-
nized Christian worker with the C&MA. 
 

OPEN CHURCHES 
SENIOR /LEAD PASTORS: 
Candor, NY; Ithaca, NY; New Haven, NY; Oswego, NY; 
Vorea, NY (Non-Alliance Church) 

STAFF POSITIONS: 
Albany, NY—Youth Pastor 
Rome, NY—Student Life Pastor 
Tonawanda, NY—Worship Leader/Pastor 
 

IN TRANSITION 
Rev. Mouhannad Moses—Pastor at Valleyview Alliance 
Church, Vestal, NY 
Rev. Jonathan L. Schuerholz—Non-Alliance Assignment 
 

DIRECTORY UPDATE 
David & Abigail Richter—314 Summit Ave, Oneida, NY 
13421 
 

TAX SERVICES 

Philip Graham, dba Pinpoint Tax Services, offers profes-
sional tax preparation services at very reasonable rates. 
Phil has 13 years experience and has achieved the IRS 
Registered Tax Return Preparer (RTRP) Status. He has 
served hundreds of tax clients across the USA and an-
nually, he completes at least 32 hours of Continuing 
Education in tax law. He provides caring, confidential 
and competent tax preparation services, particularly 
focusing on the complexities of tax returns for pastors 
and overseas workers. Contact Phil at 315-491-0462 or 
pgraham10@outlook.com. References from NED pas-
tors are available on request.  

N E D  

N O T I C E S  

Building Dedication Service, February 1, 2020 
Kenmore Alliance Church, Tonawanda, New York 

https://nedcma.org/events/district-conference
mailto:pgraham10@outlook.com
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EVANGELISM     

   CONNECTION 

G E N E R O S I T Y 

Many of us have had this come out of our mouths, “That service was terrible! We aren’t coming 
back here and they won’t be getting a tip from me.” 

As a character trait, stinginess is oppositional to God’s character. I am talking about stinginess 
represented by a heart that holds on to personal treasure at the cost of not revealing the heart of 
God. Ouch! This can hurt to hear but as the Spirit reveals truth, we will be people set free. 

Stinginess is defined as stingy, parsimonious, miserly, mean, reluctant to part with money or 
goods. Stingy, the most general of these terms, means unwilling to share, give, or spend posses-
sions or money. 

Consider how often you have been in position to bless someone for their service—a server at a 
restaurant, a coffee barista, room service, delivery people, etc. 

I used to think it made sense to tip the person based off of how well they did what I asked them 
to do or how well I felt they did their job. And if they were great I would tip more while a sub-par 
service would be a qualifier for me to tip less or, dare I say, nothing at all. It didn’t occur to me 
that every opportunity I have to be generous or stingy was an opportunity to reveal Christ or not.
By the grace of God, as I fell in love with Jesus and got filled with his love, the revelation of God’s 
generosity began to increase in my heart, not only for myself but towards others. 

Remember the parable where Jesus speaks of God as a manager who hired workers at different 
hours on one day? At the end of the work day when it comes time to pay the workers their wages 
the manager pays the worker who labored all day the same amount as the worker who was hired 
on at the end of the work day. 

Jesus’ teaching reveals the nature of God in a way that offends our sinful desire for God to be fair. 
He is not fair by human standards. God is just. And God is generous. 

God’s generosity (and mercy) is put on display most powerfully when He made access to eternity 
with Him through Christ while we were yet transgressors against Him. 

He is far too generous, but His character will never change. We cannot change Him but we must 
desire for His Spirit to cause His nature to reign in us. 

The Apostle Paul gets it, “isn’t it the kindness of God that leads us to repentance?” (Romans 
2:4). 

Reconsider that same scenario: “They are having a tough night. I want to tell them how much Je-
sus loves them and ask if we can pray for them before we leave. And even if they refuse or are 
mad we asked I can’t wait to tip them lavishly!”  

I wonder how many Christians would shine brighter as the doors of God’s 
heart open for others through generosity. I believe far more Christians would 
speak up about Jesus if our tips represented his character. 

Pastor Tre Reaume 
Elmira, NY 

tre@elmdm.com 
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Terri Groh 
Alliance Women Director 

Many years ago, my husband and I went through a horrible experience with a 
family member. It felt like no amount of prayer, no amount of counseling, and no 
amount of time would heal the wounds. It was a giant-sized mess and it was not a nor-
mal problem that most deal with. Day after day we would sit and pray together while 
feeling sick inside. We felt alone and cried a lot of tears.  

But as we all know, time does heal, and this family member turned things. In fact, 
it was nothing short of miraculous how God worked through it all. He was glorified in 
the circumstances, but to this day it’s still not something I feel comfortable sharing with 
people. 

Yet, God keeps leading us to people that open up to us about some very heart-
rending situations. And guess what? Many of those situations are just as bad or the 
same as the experience we had so many years ago. Because we went through this, we are 
finding a unique understanding of the emotions that these people are going through. 
We know exactly what they face, and we also know the type of help to offer. 

As I reflect on that today, I am so thankful that no matter what mess we have go-
ing on in our life, God redeems it and uses it. He takes those broken pieces of our life 
and puts them back together into beautiful pottery. Yes, there still may be seams and 
cracked parts. But the beauty is that there are others with similar cracks and crevices. 
My experiences are being used to minister to another going through the same situation. 

Would I want to go through that experience again? While I wouldn’t choose it, I 
can see the beauty that has come from it. The beauty is that God takes our mess and 
molds it into a ministry to other hurting and broken people.  

There are people in your ministry and in your congregation going through some 
terrible situations. If you have come out the other side of a mess, don’t be afraid to share 
how God has worked in it, and provide some encouragement and hope to those going 
through it now. People with a mess need to know that God can make messes into min-
istry. 

THE GOD WHO MAKES MINISTRY OUT OF OUR MESS 
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NED MEN’S MINISTRY 

 

Andy Bashwinger 

 We have fearless elders here in Waverly.   
I can only thank previous pastors and Dave Mur-
phy for their faithful sowing into their lives be-
fore I got here two years ago. 

 During our monthly elders meeting we 
have a devotion and time of prayer.  We’ve been 
going slowly through Matthew 5-7:  The Sermon 
on the Mount.  The focus of the discussion is the 
question, “What if He really meant it?” 

 The conversation originally began over 
our social media, but continued into the variety 
of things that we do.  So, we ask, “What are we 
doing this for?” 

• For the sake of Production? We should not 
be doing things simply for the sake of be-
ing the best at doing it; that’s pride. 

• For the sake of Promotion? We should not 
be doing things simply for the sake of per-
sonal growth; that’s greed. 

• Or, for the sake of Proclamation? We 
should be doing things solely that Christ’s 
name be honored in our lives and commu-
nity and His kingdom (whether at our 
gathering or not) would grow in new be-
lievers; that’s servanthood. 

 As A.W. Tozer wrote of Five Vows for 
Spiritual Power: 

1. I will deal thoroughly with sin.  I will re-
pent of all the sin in my own life that the 
Holy Spirit reveals to me. 

2. I will never own anything.  Everything be-
longs to God; He owns it all.  Therefore, 
everything I own really belongs to God 
and is at His disposal.  Anytime, anywhere, 
and in any circumstance. 

3. I will never defend myself.  I will let God 
defend me.  I will let Him be the enemy of 
my enemies and the adversary of my ad-
versaries. 

4. I will never pass on anything about any-
body else that will hurt them.  I will not 
gossip; I will not slander anyone.  I will 
not confess another person’s sins to oth-
ers. 

5. I will never accept glory.  I will not take 
any credit for myself for the things that 
God has done.  I will give God all the glory! 

 So, our question—and feel free to em-
brace it as your own as well—is, “What are we 
doing this for?” 

 We’re not saying to give up worship team 
practice or sermon preparation and “see what 
the Lord will do.”  We’re not saying that we don’t 
want our congregations to grow. 

 What we’re seeking, and I believe in your 
heart you are as well, is that Jesus would be hon-
ored in our lives and communities first.  If they 
forget our name and never meet with us again, 
they’ve lost an earthly relationship.  But, if they 
don’t know Jesus, they’ve lost and eternal one. 

 How can you and I simplify our produc-
tion, limit the promotion by removing ourselves 
from the spotlight, and let Christ 
shine this year? 

Rev. Andrew M. Bashwinger 
Pastor, Waverly, NY 

pastorandy03@aol.com 

What Are We Doing This For? 
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THE NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT  

OF THE C&MA 

6275 Pillmore Drive 

Rome, NY  13440 

Phone: 315-336-4720 

Fax: 315-336-0347 
 

 

 

 

 

Contact via E-mail  

office@nedcma.org 

 
District Superintendent  

David B. Linn 

dlinn@nedcma.org 
 

Barbara S. Linn 

barb.linn@twc.com 
 

Assist. to DS/Missions Mobilizer 

David M. Murphy 

dmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Ministry Specialist 

Sally V. Fry 

sfry@nedcma.org 
 

Executive Assistant 

Tracy M. Murphy 

tmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Disciplemaking Specialist 

Lisa L. Vogan 

lvogan@nedcma.org 
 

District Bookkeeper 

Edward W. Lyau 

elyau@nedcma.org 
 

Alliance Women Director 

Terri A. Groh 

terrigroh@yahoo.com 

 

The NED Web 
nedcma.org 

         March 

5 
Evangelism Committee Meeting 
Apalachin, NY, 10:00 AM 

9 District Conference Reports Due 

11 
PEAK Profile Training 
DLBCC, 9:00—3:00 

16-18 
Strategic C.C. at Camp of the 
Woods, Speculator, NY 

23 NED Connection Items Due 

24 
Kids Ministry Leaders Retreat, 
Rome, NY 

           April 

1 
Disciplemaking Committee Mtg. 
District Office, 9:30 AM  

2 
Evangelism Committee 
Teleconference, 3:00 PM  

7 
Ord/Cons In-Service Training 
District Office, 9:30-3:30 

10 Good Friday—District Closed 

12 Happy Easter! 

13 
District Conference Registration 
Closed, Lay Delegate Forms Due 

16 
Missions Committee Meeting 
District Office, 10:00 AM  

21 
LO&CC Meeting 
District Office, 9:30 AM 

24-25 
AW Spring Refresh 
Auburn Holiday Inn 

24-25 
Bible Quizzing District Finals 
Place TBD 

27 NED Connection Items Due 

  

  

  

  

  

NED Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday 
8:30 AM-4:30 PM 

Friday 
8:30 AM –2:30 PM 

NED RESOURCES BULLETIN BOARD 

Calendar 

He himself bore our sins in his 
body on the tree, that we might 

die to sin and live to 
righteousness. By his wounds you 

have been healed. 

1 Peter 2:24 (NIV) 

District Prayer Chain 
Lorraine Regnier 

District Prayer Coordinator 
Prayer requests will be distributed 

throughout the Northeastern District 
family by contacting Lorraine directly 

at lorregnier@aol.com 
or 518-356-1098. 

NED Connection Articles 
for the April edition are  

due by March 23, 2020. 
office@nedcma.org 

Membership Certificates 
Please contact the 

District Office at 
315-336-4720 Ext. 201 
or office@nedcma.org 

to request church  
membership certificates. 

District Bible Quizzing 
Claudine Campbell 

District Quiz Coordinator 
607-529-8879 cell 

claudine@northeasternquizzing.org 


