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A GOD THING 

 Katie sat on the edge of her bed and stared at her calendar in disbelief.  “This can’t be happening!” she thought to her-
self.  She checked again, counting the days carefully.  There was no mistake.  What now?  Katie thought back to sweet stolen 
moments with Andy.  It had been like eating an entire cream pie.  “And not a lot more!” she said angrily to the walls of her 
bedroom.  Andy was a boyfriend of the “it’s-time-for-me-to-have-a-boyfriend” variety and he was with her for the same rea-
son.  It was fun--why not?  And it plucked at some very deep things in her heart which she could not explain. 

 It was those same deep, powerful things which had propelled her relationship with Andy like a car with no brakes.  It 
was almost like they were not in control of their own lives.  They just kept doing the thing that was next.  You go out a certain 
number of times, you kiss on schedule, then he gives you a gift.  At first you sometimes hang out with other people but soon 
you begin looking for ways to be completely alone together. 

 And now Katie was counting calendar days--weeks, actually.  “What was I thinking?!” she shouted again.  Pregnancy 
was out of the question.  She went to her dresser and pulled out a pamphlet which she had picked up in school.  “First Choice 
Women’s Health Center” it said on the cover: “Safe, Confidential, Affordable.”  This was the only logical choice.  Andy 
would be going into the Navy in a few months and Katie had another year of high school.  Besides, Andy was a candidate nei-
ther for husband nor father.  He was just a guy. 

 Katie threw her coat on and headed for the car.  “This is the only way!” she thought.  Her eyes filled with tears at ran-
dom intervals separated by spikes of anger.  She drove downtown and tried to park in an inconspicuous place which turned 
out to be three blocks away.  She tried to walk the distance with her head down so she would not be recognized but half way 
up the second block she ran smack into a huge, familiar shock of black wavy hair.  It was Karen.  “Katie, what brings you 
downtown?” 

 “I...uhh...”  Katie found herself unable to talk.  She had desperately wanted to avoid meeting anyone she knew, and 
especially anyone like Karen “goody two-shoes.”  “Are you O.K.?”  Karen looked concerned.  Still no words would come.  
“Come on, I’ll buy you one of those nine-dollar caramel mocha javas, or whatever they’re called.”  Katie found herself being 
steered into a nearby coffee shop.  She had not wanted to tell anyone but somehow Karen pulled the cork and the whole story 
gushed out.  “So what are you going to do now?” Karen asked.  Katie pulled the crumpled pamphlet out of her pocket.  Karen 
looked at it like it was a coiled cobra. 

 Karen reached into her purse and drew out another pamphlet with the words “Polar Star Care Center” on it.  “Katie, 
listen to me very carefully.  You’re in shock.  You don’t know what to do.  I’m sure it’s hard to think straight.  But this is no 
time to do something hasty.  Before you go to the women’s health clinic and do something that you can never undo, would 
you go see my friends at Polar Star?  I know these people, Katie.  They have nothing to sell.  Most of them are volunteers.  
They will help you get some perspective on your situation.  Trust me.” And so she did.  Katie was surprised at how hungrily 
she had drunk in Karen’s caring advice.  She did not have to be alone!  What a relief!  Katie no longer felt like an old Eskimo 
woman walking off into a blizzard to die alone.  “C’mon, I’ll drive you there.” 

  The women at Polar Star welcomed Katie.  It felt more like a family than a clinic.  
The pregnancy test was positive--of course, she was almost showing!  Katie was stunned to 
see how fully formed the unborn babies looked on the fetal models even in the early stages.  
And there was something about the women staff members which gave Katie a sense of 
comfort.  Even so, Katie was set on ending her pregnancy.  “There’s no way I can have this 
baby!” she kept telling the counselor.  The counselor would smile and continue talking 
about the wonder of the new creation growing within her.  It got a little too religious in 
places for Katie’s comfort, but so many things felt right about the process that she stayed. 

 Polar Star was fortunate to have a medical staff and Katie agreed to an ultrasound-
-a picture of the growing baby made with a special machine.  The nurse rubbed Katie’s 
abdomen with a gel lubricant and began to move a probe around.  The machine displayed a 
rather grainy picture of her baby.  “What’s that sound?” Katie asked.  The machine was 
emitting a scratchy, rhythmic tone.  “That’s your baby’s heart beat,” the nurse said.  At 
those simple words the universe came into focus for Katie as if she had been seeing 
through frosted glass until now.  She saw herself and her baby as a beautiful creation.  
Tears rolled down her face.  “This is a God thing, isn’t it?” Katie breathed in a whisper.  
The nurse replied in a soft voice, “Yes it is, Katie, yes it is.” 



 

 

Christian Based  
Counseling Services 

 
Mr. James F. Lewis, LMHC 

2700 Bellevue Ave., Syracuse, NY 13219                      
315-425-1943 

Christian counseling for Individuals                        
(Adult & Adolescent),  

Marriage & Family, Mental Health & Addictions.   

OPEN CHURCHES 

SENIOR/LEAD PASTORS 
 
 Candor, NY 
 Horseheads, NY 
 Ithaca, NY 
 Ohio, NY 
 Saranac Lake, NY 
 Waverly, NY 
 Walton, NY 

ALLIANCE BENEFITS 

REMINDER: All NED Official Workers are eligible to 
participate in the Alliance Health Plan.  

www.alliancebenefits.org 
1-800-700-2651 

option 1 for Healthcare 
option 2 for 403(b) Plan 

N E D  

N O T I C E S  

GREAT COMMISSION FUND 
2022 year to date giving to the Great Commission 

Fund from our District Churches of $457,411 is 
98.7% compared to this month in 2021. 

 
BABY ANNOUNCEMENT! 

Korahlee Whelsky 
Born May 12, 2022 

  Daughter of Cody and Samantha 
          Fulton, NY 
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Transformation Northeast is a 24/7 Prayer 

Wheel composed of lay people, pastors,  minsters,      
denominational and non-denominational leaders, and  

para-church leaders who realize we must pray together 
for the needs of the Northeastern United States.         

Born out of vision by Dr. David Janssen, Northeastern 
Director for Church Advance  with the Alliance, it is a 

place we can come together and pray. It is our desire that 
God  would visit the churches and communities of the 

Northeast in powerful ways.   

Visit  https://transformationnortheast.org/ for more      
information and to sign up to pray! 

http://cmalliance.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8dd27291a5f89271c20b54557&id=5459cc8cd8&e=6a7db682cd
http://www.alliancebenefits.org/2016/08/23/about-health-exchanges/?ct=t(enews_0621167_18_2016)&goal=0_ec631cf56e-e9db73a54d-405574539&mc_cid=e9db73a54d&mc_eid=6a7db682cd
http://www.alliancebenefits.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/The-Benefits-of-the-CMA-403b-Plan.pdf?ct=t(enews_0621167_18_2016)&goal=0_ec631cf56e-e9db73a54d-405574539&mc_cid=e9db73a54d&mc_eid=6a7db682cd
https://transformationnortheast.org/
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 Delta Lake and Haven Camps have a wide variety of ministry            
opportunities for high school, college-age, and young adults looking to make 
a difference this summer.  

 We are looking for people to help lifeguard, work in maintenance and 
food service, as well as be counselors in our youth and haven camps.  All of 
these positions are crucial to make our programs operate and each has the           
opportunity to make an impact in the lives of our campers, guests, and fellow 
staff.   

 Contact Steve for more information at director@deltalake.org or go to 
our online application site at https://deltalake.campbrainstaff.com 

 
 

                      

mailto:director@deltalake.org
https://deltalake.campbrainstaff.com


 

 

THE NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT  

OF THE C&MA 

6275 Pillmore Drive 

Rome, NY  13440 

Phone: 315-336-4720 

Fax: 315-336-0347 
 

Contact via E-mail  

office@nedcma.org 

 
 

District Superintendent  

David B. Linn 

dlinn@nedcma.org 
 

Barbara S. Linn 

barb.linn@twc.com 
 

Church Advance/Missions Mobilizer 

David M. Murphy 

dmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Leadership Development Specialist 

Sally V. Fry 

sfry@nedcma.org 
 

Executive Assistant 

Melanie M. Thornton 

mthornton@nedcma.org 
 

Disciplemaking Specialist 

Lisa L. Vogan 

lvogan@nedcma.org 
 

District Business Assistant 

Edward W. Lyau 

elyau@nedcma.org 
 

Alliance Women Director 

Terri A. Groh 

terrigroh@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

The NED Web 
nedcma.org 

           June 

4 Breathe Retreat: East 

11 Breathe Retreat: Central/West 

14 Evangelism Comm. Mtg. 12 pm 

27 Newsletter items due to D.O. 

           July 

1-9 Family Camp @ DLBCC 

3 AW Summer Renew @ DLBCC 

4 
Independence Day —           
D.O. Closed 

5 LO&CC Meeting 9:30 am 

12 Evangelism Comm. Mtg. 12pm 

17-22 Youth Camps @ DLBCC 

21 Missions Comm. Mtg. 10 am 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NED Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 
8:30 AM-4:30 PM 

NED RESOURCES BULLETIN BOARD 
Calendar 

District Prayer Chain 
Lorraine Regnier 

District Prayer Coordinator 
Prayer requests will be distributed 

throughout the Northeastern District 
family by contacting Lorraine directly 

at lorregnier@aol.com 

NED Connection Articles 
for the July/August edition are  

due by June 27, 2022. 
office@nedcma.org 

Membership Certificates 
Please contact the 

District Office at 
315-336-4720 Ext. 201 
or office@nedcma.org 

to request church  
membership certificates. 

District Bible Quizzing 
Claudine Campbell 

District Quiz Coordinator 
607-529-8879 cell 

claudine@northeasternquizzing.org 

 

THE NED CONNECTION, Page  9 

Our District Committees are ready 
and available to offer resources and 

support to NED churches! 

EVANGELISM 

Mrs. Bonnie Koonsman (Chair) 

bjgable@gmail.com 

(215) 518-2508  

MISSIONS 

Rev. Greg Wolters (Chair) 

(315) 237-9864 


