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TRUST GOD IN ALL THINGS 

 This has been a season for me of swimming through difficulties, illnesses, conflicts, and deaths.  It is not the 
worst I have experienced, but it is for some people close to me, both in family and ministry.  I sense the Lord holding 
me up, and I pray for smoother waters in the future for everyone. 

 It is providential that the Lord has me studying the letter of James, whose real name was, of course, Jacob.  
He was the leader of the mother church in Jerusalem, and architect of the great Jerusalem council in Acts 15 which 
affirmed the gospel of grace through faith.  We also see him affirming the New Testament shift to cooperative    
leadership by the word of God and the Holy Spirit. 

 At the end of his letter, James shared some pointed exhortations which people often take to be disconnected.  
I see them connected by one overarching theme: trust God in all things, no matter what, whether you understand or 
not, and whether your situation improves or not.  Just trust God. 

 For example, James wrote: “Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may 
not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door” (5:9 NASB).  Whatever may be happening in our 
relationships, we need to trust God that he will perfectly evaluate and judge others righteously.  Our job is to fully 
release others into his hands.  Let them go, friends.  What sweetness there can be, what peace of soul, when we let 
God be God in our relationships. 

 James also wrote the following to these messianic Jews who had been dispersed from Jerusalem by           
persecution: “As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of 
the Lord. We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the 
outcome of the Lord's dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful” (5:10-11).  The patience of 
the prophets in their manifold sufferings and the endurance of Job through multiple disasters opened the door for 
them to have a fresh revelation of the Lord’s compassion and mercy.  How we need these things as well!  Let us 
bring unwavering trust to our Lord in the middle of whatever sufferings come our way and see how he will heal and 
bless. 

 James also spoke strongly that we should follow the Lord into a totally straightforward manner of life and 
communication, no matter what we think the human cost will be: “But above all, my brethren, do not swear,     
either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath; but your yes is to be yes, and your no, no, so that you 
may not fall under judgment” (5:12).  Reality is God’s home address.  Our thoughts and words must correlate    
exactly with what really exists.  And our affirmations of what is true must, as believers, accord with God’s word in 
every matter, whether great or small.  This is a challenge to trust God in every aspect of truth: no fudging, no leaving 
things out, no shading of facts, and—no practical denials, where we simply ignore him. 

 It sounds like James was telling people in the middle of sufferings to do 
things which actually increase the pressures on us.  The wisdom of trusting God 
in all things does not appeal to human logic.  Most people around us will not be 
trusting him in this way.  But this is how his strength, compassion, and mercy 
come to us, even when things are very, very hard. 



 

 

Reports to DEXCOM 

       District Committee minutes, etc. and other items for          
DEXCOM consideration must be received at least two weeks 
before scheduled DEXCOM meetings in order to be placed on 

the agenda. Send information to Melanie Thornton at               
mthornton@nedcma.org or office@nedcma.org.                                                 
The next DEXCOM meeting is June 22, 2021. 

 

                          
 

 

 

DREAM INCENTIVE GRANT 
 

The National Office has announced the 2021 Dream 
Incentive Grant to help assist local churches. This 
grant is provided through a generous donation that 
comes outside of the Great Commission Fund   
budget. In the last five years, 89 churches have    
received grants totaling $1,074,340. 

 

 Click Here to find out if your church qualifies as well 
as instructions on how to apply. The deadline for the 
application is September 15. Results will be shared 
on or around December 15. For questions, contact 
Kim Vincent, vincentk@cmalliance.org.  

        OPEN CHURCHES 
        SENIOR /LEAD PASTORS: 

Candor, NY 

Dewittville, NY 

Ithaca, NY;  
Waverly, NY 

North Waverly, NY 

Alden, NY  (Affiliated) 

Vorea, NY (Non-Alliance Church) 

Vestal, NY (Tracy Creek) 

  STAFF POSITIONS: 

   Worship Director - Vestal, NY  (Valleyview) 
Executive Pastor - South Glens Falls, NY 

N E D  

N O T I C E S  

GREAT COMMISSION FUND 
Year to Date giving to the Great Commission Fund 
from our District Churches of $463,221 is 97.0%           

compared to the same time last year.  
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                         STM Scholarship  

           (Short Term Missions Scholarship) 

 

The District Missions Committee is offering four $250 scholarships to 
anyone 13 years or older interested in doing a short-term missions trip 
to an international C&MA field or with a C&MA International Worker. 
This is a first come first serve opportunity! If you are interested contact     
Terri Groh at terrigroh@yahoo.com or 315-806-7011.  

Evangelism Zoom Huddle 
Opening the Digital Door, Part 2: 

The Tools of Digital Outreach 

Saturday, June 19, 2021 

10:00—11:30 AM 

https://nedcma.org/ministries/evangelism 

https://cmalliance.wufoo.com/forms/2021-dream-incentive-grant-application/
https://cmalliance.wufoo.com/forms/2021-dream-incentive-grant-application/
mailto:vincentk@cmalliance.org
https://nedcma.org/ministries/evangelism
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 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they 
have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 
through the word of Christ.    Romans 10: 14,17 (ESV) 

 

 While working for several years with the Deaf community, I quickly learned that effective         
communication is not something to be taken for granted. In order to be effective, I had to learn new skills 
and practice them, take time to prepare for my meetings, and use lots and lots of creativity to be sure my 
message was “heard” and understood by the people I was communicating to. 

 As church leaders, we have a dual task of carefully and correctly exegeting the message of God 
while effectively communicating to people who desperately need to hear it. As Paul states in Romans 10, 
preaching the word of Christ is essential for building faith. Good preaching is indeed an art in itself – a skill 
to be polished and carefully crafted. Hours of time and effort are poured into preparation to be sure the  
concepts, scripture passages and applications are heard and understood by the listener. As the center of the 
worship service, this is exactly how it should be.  

 But often times, other elements of the worship service are not as carefully crafted and planned. We 
live in an era where entire worship services can be purchased pre-packaged and ready for consumption - 
just download and press play. The modern church is trending towards an entertainment model of 
“worship”. Church is becoming a spectator sport, and attendance is based solely on whether or not people 
feel they saw a good show. Congregants go home and post reviews of their local church online the same 
way they would a restaurant or hotel. Church leadership is feeling the pressure to “perform” - or risk losing 
numbers. All of this is telling evidence that the message – God’s message- isn’t being “heard” in the midst 
of all the noise. 

 This issue leaves us with the challenge of  building our worship services around the centerpiece of 
the preaching of the Word.  How can we invite people into a life-transforming experience with the living 
God? Well, as the most complete, unique, and full form in which God communicated to humanity- we look 
to Jesus. Whenever Jesus wanted to communicate something important to his followers, He invited them 
into an experience. An experience that spoke to the person as a whole and engaged every sense. After an 
encounter like that, the word of Christ was “heard” loud and clear. Lives were changed forever. 

 Attempts at more effective communication on the part of churches tend to be primarily visually    
oriented. The incorporation of more visuals (video, imagery) can be a very effective means of               
communication, and attempts at multi-sensory worship usually means investing significantly in sound    
system and screen upgrades. This is a great starting point, but true multi-sensory worship engages more 
than sight and sound. It’s an experience that engages the worshipper to participate and interact with the 
message, and when “heard”, will take root and grow the faith that will strengthen and revitalize the Body  
of Christ. 

 When planning a worship service, take time to prepare and plan for effective communication of the 
message. What are some ways to engage sight, sound, touch, smell and taste into the worship service as a 
whole? How can the worshipper be fully engaged, and interact with each other and with the concepts of the 
message itself from the time they walk in to the time they walk out? Planning and preparing for a life  
transforming experience with the living God is well worth the time, effort, and teamwork required to   
faithfully present the word of Christ well. A sacrifice of praise requires just that- a sacrifice of time, effort, 
energy, and even resources -  but when fueled by the power of the Holy Spirit the message of love,         
forgiveness, and resurrection is one that has the power to change the world if truly “heard.” 

Do You Hear What I Hear? 
Melanie Thornton 

Executive Assistant 

Northeastern District C&MA 
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EVANGELISM     

      CONNECTION 

                                                                                    
                                                                           

Rev. Kenneth Gies 
Pastor, Nelliston, NY 
vac1@frontiernet.net 
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 Among my weekly prayer partners is a group who keep calling out to God for “a revival like 
Finney’s.” Many know that Charles Grandison Finney had amazing revival activity in upstate New 
York over 150 years ago.  What many don’t know, is that he had prayer partners that travelled ahead 
of him to pray revival into being.  It is said that “Father Nash” would enter an area and spend days 
in prayer to ready the region for revival.  The most telling thing about the power of prayer is that 
Finney’s last revival ended within weeks of Nash’s departure from the prayer ministry. 
 Another example of preparation by prayer are the Billy Graham Crusades.  Teams prayed    
before and during the events, and the area in front of his stage was often dubbed “the most prayed 
for place on earth today”. Similarly, in evangelistic events hosted by local churches, prayer has been 
a key part of the preparation and maintenance of these efforts. 
 You already know where I am going with this, don’t you?  I was saddened recently when I 
asked one of my senior colleagues about his prayer life.  He regretted not being able to allot more 
time to prayer because of his church related workload.  When I measure my own prayer life, I see a 
lot of room for expansion - improvement in quality, too. 
 This whole idea of the need to pray goes all the way back to my conversion.  In a town wide 
revival, prayer rooms were filled up every Sunday night.  It was chaotic, noisy, and sincere.  Tears 
were standard.  Kneeling the norm.  It was never half-hearted.  It was also never manufactured.  
When I entered the room as a new convert, I was immediately drawn by the Presence of God.  I 
could not help myself--- I had to go back week after week.  Sometimes the Sunday evening service 
would close and no one would leave!   
 I was blessed along the way to meet the two older women who prayed that revival into being.  
They often prayed for me in specific ways and were sure to tell me what they were up to.  And they 
got results!  Eventually the revival faded, but my desire to pray lingered because of their example. 
 My local prayer partners keep suggesting we go to an active revival and ask for the laying on 
of hands for an impartation of that revival anointing.  I have always resisted that.  I believe that I am 
responsible to do the tough work of revival praying in my local area.  Leonard Ravenhill addressed 
this in his book Revival Praying.  He noted that many came to him asking him to impart his mantle 
to them, but no one ever asked for his sackcloth and ashes.  
 Paul Overstreet sings a song called “Dig Another Well”, alluding to the story of Isaac            
re-digging his father’s wells in Genesis 26:18-33.  Each time he did, someone contended for them.  
Finally, his servants dug a new well and he called it Shebah, which became Beersheba, the well of 
the oath, and no one tried to take it from him. 
 This is what we are attempting to do in Nelliston, New York--Dig a new well -- A place for 
the tired and thirsty of our given field to find the water that satisfies forever. 
 
Alliance Core Value #2:  Prayer is the primary work of God’s people. 
 
We believe that nothing of lasting value can be done unless it is bathed in prayer. 
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 Discipleship can have a lot of nuanced meanings and probably infinite methods, but I think most of us 
can agree that, at its core, discipleship is the lifelong journey of becoming more like Jesus and leading others to 
do the same.  

 We spend a lot of time, energy and resources on adult discipleship, and rightly so. But the work is never 
done, never easy, and usually an uphill battle. Things like life transformation, freedom from the past, worldview 
change, spiritual discipline and maturity, and submitting to the work of the Holy Spirit do not always occur     
instantaneously.   

Did you know: 

-A person’s moral foundations are generally in place by the time they reach age nine. 

-A majority of Americans make a lasting determination about the personal significance of Christ’s death and   
resurrection by age 12. 

-In most cases, people’s spiritual beliefs are irrevocably formed when they are pre-teens. 

(According to a Barna study) 

Do our investments of time, energy and resources in discipleship reflect this truth?  

 Of course God can, and does, transform people's lives as adults, but we have an amazing opportunity to 
reach kids with the good news of Jesus that will impact them for a lifetime. 

 Spending more time, energy, and resources on kid’s ministry does not automatically produce life-long 
followers of Jesus, but where our treasure is, there our hearts will be also.  

 Are our hearts aligned with Jesus when He says, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these”? (Matthew 19:14) Or are we content keeping kids  
occupied for an hour each week so the adults can enjoy the worship service?  

 Are our hearts aligned with God when he instructed the Israelites through Moses, “These are the         
commands, decrees and laws the Lord your God directed me to teach you to observe… so that you, your        
children and their children after them may fear the Lord your God as long as you live…Hear, O Israel: The Lord 
our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts.  Impress them on your children. 
Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get 
up”? (Deut. 6:1-7) Or are we content with running a program, searching for volunteers, and hoping kids “get 
something” out of it?  

 What would discipleship in the church look like 15 years from now if we were intentional about the (dare 
I say, systematic) spiritual formation of the children God has entrusted to our churches? If we made space and 
time for them to encounter Jesus, not just learn about Jesus? If we believed they have the Holy Spirit in full (not 
a “mini version,” as Melissa MacDonald likes to say) and were capable of understanding profound truth and 
scripture memorization? If we broke free from entertainment (curriculum?) to answer the hard questions, be    
involved in their lives, and equip parents to disciple their children in the remaining 167 hours of the week?  

 As a newbie to leading kids ministry at my church, I do not do this perfectly. I undoubtedly miss more 
opportunities than I take to slow down and connect kids with Jesus on Sunday morning for the sake of “getting 
through the program.” I still have to fill a volunteer schedule, plan activities and prepare lessons. I want kids to 
have fun and I want their parents to enjoy the service uninterrupted…but I’m not content with running a program 
at the expense of kids experiencing and responding to Jesus. Maybe you’re not either? 

 The NED Children’s Ministry Leadership Team is hosting a workshop on June 12 with these exact things 
in mind. Wherever your kid’s ministry is at, whatever size, whomever is on your team, we all have things we can 
learn and share. I encourage every church to send leaders and volunteers to participate! 

 

                                                                                              -Article submitted by Megan Owens 

                                                                                                  meganowens827@gmail.com 

https://www.barna.com/research/research-shows-that-spiritual-maturity-process-should-start-at-a-young-age/
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THE NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT  

OF THE C&MA 

6275 Pillmore Drive 

Rome, NY  13440 

Phone: 315-336-4720 

Fax: 315-336-0347 
 

Contact via E-mail  

office@nedcma.org 

 
 

District Superintendent  

David B. Linn 

dlinn@nedcma.org 
 

Barbara S. Linn 

barb.linn@twc.com 
 

Assist. to DS/Missions Mobilizer 

David M. Murphy 

dmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Ministry Specialist 

Sally V. Fry 

sfry@nedcma.org 
 

Executive Assistant 

Melanie M. Thornton 

mthornton@nedcma.org 
 

Disciplemaking Specialist 

Lisa L. Vogan 

lvogan@nedcma.org 
 

District Bookkeeper 

Edward W. Lyau 

elyau@nedcma.org 
 

Alliance Women Director 

Terri A. Groh 

terrigroh@yahoo.com 

 

NED Men’s Ministry Director 

Mark A. Perkins 

rev.mark.perkins@gmail.com 

 

The NED Web 
nedcma.org 

 
             June 

8 Evangelism Comm. Mtg  12PM 

12 

Children’s Min. Workshop  

9:30 AM—12:30 PM  

Rome Alliance Church 

19 
Evangelism Zoom Huddle       
10 -11:30 AM 

22 
DEXCOM Mtg. 9:00 AM 

Zoom 

              July 

2-10 Family Camp @ DLBCC 

4 AW Summer Renew @ DLBCC 

5 
Independence Day Obs.  

District Office Closed 

6 LO&CC Mtg. 9:30 AM 

13 Evangelism Comm. Mtg  12PM 

15 Missions Comm. 10 AM 

25-30 

IGNITE Youth Camp 

LAUNCH Youth Camp 

@ DLBCC 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NED Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 
8:30 AM-4:30 PM 

NED RESOURCES BULLETIN BOARD 

Calendar 

District Prayer Chain 
Lorraine Regnier 

District Prayer Coordinator 
Prayer requests will be distributed 

throughout the Northeastern District 
family by contacting Lorraine directly 

at lorregnier@aol.com 

NED Connection Articles 
for the July/August edition are  

due by June 22, 2021. 
office@nedcma.org 

Membership Certificates 
Please contact the 

District Office at 
315-336-4720 Ext. 201 
or office@nedcma.org 

to request church  
membership certificates. 

District Bible Quizzing 
Claudine Campbell 

District Quiz Coordinator 
607-529-8879 cell 

claudine@northeasternquizzing.org 
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Our District Committees are ready 
and available to offer resources and 

support to NED churches! 

EVANGELISM 

Mrs. Bonnie Koonsman (Chair) 

bjgable@gmail.com 

(215) 518-2508  

MISSIONS 

Rev. Greg Wolters (Chair) 

(315) 237-9864 


