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RICH PEOPLE, NO MATTER WHAT 

  I have been studying and meditating on God’s word in Genesis lately, and I am renewed in my     
belief that it bears ever more fruit as we give the meaning time to sink in.  I recently read in chapter thirteen: “So 
Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, he and his wife and all that belonged to him, and Lot with him.  
Now Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver and in gold” (Genesis 13:1-2 NASB). 

 It took me a while to see the import of verse two in a chapter where the Lord powerfully reaffirmed two 
parts of the Abrahamic covenant: First, even though he was presently a wanderer, Abraham and his descendants 
would possess the land promised to them.  Second, he would have more descendants than anyone could ever    
number.  So why did God not explicitly reaffirm the other provision of the Abrahamic covenant, that his blessing 
would rest on Abraham and his descendants?  Because it was already happening, as revealed by Abraham’s     
amazing wealth.  He was indeed a prince for his day in capabilities, influence, family, and possessions. 

 That gives important context to Abraham’s gracious and magnanimous act when he gave Lot free choice of 
land upon which to settle and graze his flocks.  Lot revealed a small spirit when he saw the Jordan valley as equally 
productive as the Nile valley and delta in Egypt, which remains legendary for its fertility.  Lot should have said: 
“No, my lord, the choice is yours.” 

 But Abraham had the freedom of soul to agree to take the less productive land.  He had the wealth in hand, 
to be sure.  But he had much more than that.  He had the promise of the Lord upon which to fix his hope for the  
future.  No matter what happened with Lot’s choice or any other eventuality affecting his earthly wealth, Abraham 
knew, by faith, that he would be blessed by God. 

 We are those people.  Many people, organizations, companies, and schools are experiencing a contraction of 
their financial resources right now.  We can have a feeling of fear as we face the future.  This is a situation which 
triggers one of the great existential questions which concern all people: What will become of me? 

            I can answer that question.  If we are people of faith we are rich people, just like Abraham.  Even during a 
time of financial downturn we have more earthly wealth than almost anyone else in the world.  But there is so much 
more than that!  No matter what happens, we have the privilege, by faith, of being on the receiving end of God’s 
promises and blessing.  We have the capacity to offer others the good land, the better opportunities, and even a  
portion of what we have—with not a flicker of worry. 

              We can live in what the Apostle Peter explained in his second letter: 
“Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus 
our Lord; seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything            
pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called 
us by His own glory and excellence.  For by these He has granted to us His 
precious and magnificent promises…” (2 Peter 1:2-4a). 

 

 In this time of upset, anger, and reduced income for many, may we be    
people of grace and peace, sharing what we have with others, and pointing them to 
the real source of blessing by faith in Christ Jesus.  We are rich people, no matter 
what, and all because of a God who is invisible, immortal, wise, and gracious to 
those who trust in him. 



 

 

OPEN CHURCHES 

SENIOR/LEAD PASTORS 
 Candor, NY 
 Horseheads, NY 
 Waverly, NY 
 Saranac Lake, NY 
 Walton, NY 
 
STAFF POSITIONS 
 South Glens Falls, NY 

(Media and Worship Arts) 
 Vestal, NY—Valleyview 
       (Youth and Worship) 
 Arcade, NY - CrossTown 
      (Children’s Min. Director) 
      (Youth Min. Director) 

Worker’s Emergency Fund 
 

The Northeastern District has received $8,887.11 in 
donations toward the WEF. 

 
Donations are accepted through online giving at  

https://nedcma.org/give 
or by check payable to Northeastern District C&MA. 

 

 

DREAM INCENTIVE GRANT 
 

The National Office has announced the 2022 Dream Incentive Grant 
to help assist local churches. This grant is provided through a      

generous donation that comes outside of the Great Commission 
Fund budget. In the last six years, 103 churches have received 

grants totaling $1,274,340. 

CLICK HERE to find out if your church qualifies as well as             
instructions on how to apply. The deadline for the application is   

September 15.  Results will be shared on or around December 15.                             

ALLIANCE BENEFITS 

REMINDER: All NED Official Workers are eligible to 
participate in the Alliance Health Plan.  

www.alliancebenefits.org 
1-800-700-2651 

option 1 for Healthcare 
option 2 for 403(b) Plan 

N E D  

N O T I C E S  

GREAT COMMISSION FUND 
2022 year to date giving to the Great Commission 

Fund from our District Churches of $599,952 is 
99.9% compared to this month in 2021. 

2022 LIFE Youth Conference 24 Hour Prayer 

 

Would you consider inviting your church family to partner with 
us and pray with us? 

Folks can sign up individually or you can sign up as a church. 
Either way, we would love to see your community join in on 
this prayer movement and cover our students in prayer! 

Each district has been assigned a specific day to ensure that 
every day of the conference is adequately covered.  

Northeastern District: Friday, July 8. 

Click on this LINK to sign up! 
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IN TRANSITION 

Rev. Paul S. Chang - Retired 

Rev. Mark A. Patterson - Retired  

Rev. Adam K. Sellen - Unassigned 

Rev. Scott T. Wolf - Unassigned 

Transformation Northeast is a 24/7 Prayer 

Wheel composed of lay people, pastors,  minsters,      
denominational and non-denominational leaders, and  

para-church leaders who realize we must pray together 
for the needs of the Northeastern United States.         

Born out of vision by Dr. David Janssen, Northeastern 
Director for Church Advance  with the Alliance, it is a 

place we can come together and pray. It is our desire that 
God  would visit the churches and communities of the 

Northeast in powerful ways.   

Visit  https://transformationnortheast.org/ for more      
information and to sign up to pray! 

https://nedcma.org/give
https://cmalliance.wufoo.com/forms/2022-dream-incentive-grant-application/
http://cmalliance.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8dd27291a5f89271c20b54557&id=5459cc8cd8&e=6a7db682cd
http://www.alliancebenefits.org/2016/08/23/about-health-exchanges/?ct=t(enews_0621167_18_2016)&goal=0_ec631cf56e-e9db73a54d-405574539&mc_cid=e9db73a54d&mc_eid=6a7db682cd
http://www.alliancebenefits.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/The-Benefits-of-the-CMA-403b-Plan.pdf?ct=t(enews_0621167_18_2016)&goal=0_ec631cf56e-e9db73a54d-405574539&mc_cid=e9db73a54d&mc_eid=6a7db682cd
https://app.planhero.com/gatherings/12875-24-hour-prayer-sign-up
https://transformationnortheast.org/
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                                                                                  Our Inadequacies 
 

Have you argued with God about something He has directed you to do?  Moses did.  In Exodus 4:10-15 God 
commissioned Moses to return to Egypt.  Moses tried to wiggle out of the job claiming he couldn’t speak 
well….   

Jeremiah did too.  Jeremiah 1:4-10 recounts Jeremiah trying to cop out of his assignment.  He claimed he   
couldn’t speak and that he was only a child…. 

Daniel was a displaced person in the country of his conquerors.  In Daniel 1:17 God gave Daniel and his friends 
the ability to learn so well that they were assessed as ten times better than any of the others…. 

Zechariah was an older man without children.  While ministering in the temple, Gabriel appeared to him     
promising him a son.  We all know the exchange that followed.  He was too old, and his wife was no spring 
chicken either…. 

Mary, our Savior’s mother, was a spring chicken, unmarried at that!  Gabriel promised her a son.   That was at 
the very least awkward in her culture…. 

Jesus’ final directive to us was the Great Commission.  Do you have an excuse for not fulfilling it?  I have a 
bunch….  Some were given to me.  I am not relevant!  (Have you noticed I wear bib overalls?)  I am not from 
here.  I am too old to connect with today’s kids.  You get the idea. 

Personally, I have been struggling with multiple paradigm shifts that have occurred over the last three years.  
Some are external like the pandemic; others are more personal like a business failure and selling my little farm 
to move closer to my church.   

How the church functions today is another one of those shifts.  I am being dragged kicking and screaming into 
the digital church age.  Terms like hybrid church, livestreaming, Facebooking, etc. have come swirling into my 
awareness. The comfortable little rock I hid under is shattered! 

Like Moses I argue with God.  He is putting new words in my mouth; after all, He made man’s mouth!  Age  
isn’t a limitation; ask Jeremiah and Zechariah.  Education is no problem either; check out Daniel’s success from 
God’s blessing on him.  And social status?  Ask Mary about that! 

I am learning about technical things that should improve my ability to reach people in this digital age.  Every 
day I try to learn something new about someone I know.   

I try to twist my reputation as “Yukon Kenny” (DON’T call me that!  I will not answer!!!) into a prybar to open 
doors to the Gospel in casual conversations.  I struggle to use locally appropriate euphemisms in my speaking.  
And I never stop learning. 

You see, the Great Commission keeps burning in my heart and soul as I live and move through the local villages 
near my church.  People are less approachable since social distancing became a buzz phrase.  Others remain 
afraid to attend church in person.  I have used parking lot church, Facebook uploads (is that even the right techie 
term?) and livestreaming.  And now, with District help, Valley Alliance is building a new website.  Finally, I am 
looking further into digital outreach.  And I know I am behind the curve compared to the savviest among us. 

Excuses about our personal inadequacies must go.  Either God will equip us to fulfill the mandate given us, or 
He isn’t who He said He is.  2 Peter 1:3-4 tells us we have been given everything we need for life and godliness.  
Everything.  Join me as I continue to renounce my inadequacies and accept His supreme adequacy to see as 

many as possible saved.    BroKen   

Rev. Ken Gies 

Pastor 

Valley Alliance Church 

Nelliston, NY 



 

 

THE NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT  

OF THE C&MA 

6275 Pillmore Drive 

Rome, NY  13440 

Phone: 315-336-4720 

Fax: 315-336-0347 
 

Contact via E-mail  

office@nedcma.org 

 
 

District Superintendent  

David B. Linn 

dlinn@nedcma.org 
 

Barbara S. Linn 

barb.linn@twc.com 
 

Church Advance/Missions Mobilizer 

David M. Murphy 

dmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Leadership Development Specialist 

Sally V. Fry 

sfry@nedcma.org 
 

Executive Assistant 

Melanie M. Thornton 

mthornton@nedcma.org 
 

Disciplemaking Specialist 

Lisa L. Vogan 

lvogan@nedcma.org 
 

District Business Assistant 

Edward W. Lyau 

elyau@nedcma.org 
 

Alliance Women Director 

Terri A. Groh 

terrigroh@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

The NED Web 
nedcma.org 

           July 

1-9 Family Camp @ DLBCC 

3 AW  Summer Renew @ DLBCC 

4 
Independence Day –               
District Office Closed 

5 9:30am LO&CC Meeting@ D.O. 

12 12 pm Evangelism Comm. Mtg. 

17-22 Youth Camps @ DLBCC 

21 10 am Missions Comm. Mtg. 

           August 

9 12 pm Evangelism Comm. Mtg.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NED Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 
8:30 AM-4:30 PM 

NED RESOURCES BULLETIN BOARD 
Calendar 

District Prayer Chain 
Lorraine Regnier 

District Prayer Coordinator 
Prayer requests will be distributed 

throughout the Northeastern District 
family by contacting Lorraine directly 

at lorregnier@aol.com 

NED Connection Articles 
for the September edition are  

due by August 26, 2022. 
office@nedcma.org 

Membership Certificates 
Please contact the 

District Office at 
315-336-4720 Ext. 201 
or office@nedcma.org 

to request church  
membership certificates. 

District Bible Quizzing 
Claudine Campbell 

District Quiz Coordinator 
607-529-8879 cell 

claudine@northeasternquizzing.org 
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Our District Committees are ready 
and available to offer resources and 

support to NED churches! 

EVANGELISM 

Mrs. Bonnie Koonsman (Chair) 

bjgable@gmail.com 

(215) 518-2508  

MISSIONS 

Rev. Greg Wolters (Chair) 

(315) 237-9864 


