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THE STRUGGLE 
David Linn, Superintendent 

 As I look out on the world during these days the word which keeps coming to 
mind is: struggling.  COVID-19 has pushed us all into a time of struggling through 
health, lifestyle, organizational, and financial issues.  I am pretty sure that the financial 
struggle is not yet fully known.  Buckle up.  A long history of injustice in America 
toward African Americans has given birth to a season of great struggle for our coun-
try.  It is hard to process that centuries of heinously denying the image of God in a 

people will take centuries to repair.  We are not even close to finishing that work.  Layered on top of that seems 
to be a violent struggle for our country to adopt a completely different form of government. 
 It would be easy to view all this struggling on a purely human level.  That was the central mistake the 
patriarch Jacob needed to overcome in his development as a genuine man of God.  He sought earthly blessing by 
tricking his brother Esau out of his inheritance and then tricking his father into giving him the blessing of the 
first-born.  In another case he sought to deal with the trickery of his father-in-law, Laban, by sneaking away. 
 So the Lord, who has sovereign oversight of all things, apparently decided to bring his work in develop-
ing Jacob down to the human level, as recorded in Genesis 32:24: “Then Jacob was left alone, and a man 
wrestled with him until daybreak” (NASB).  Though the text does not say so directly, the immediate context 
tells us that this was God himself in a pre-incarnate human form, come to wrestle.  I take from this that God uses 
what look to us like human-level struggles to work on our spiritual growth. 
 The first lesson was to teach Jacob who has the upper hand: “When he saw that he had not prevailed 
against him, he touched the socket of his thigh; so the socket of Jacob's thigh was dislocated while he 
wrestled with him” (Genesis 32:25).  God actively uses earthly struggles to defeat us so that we will remember 
who he really is, the Almighty. 
 The second lesson was to get Jacob to face the point of all human struggling which is that unless God 
blesses us none of it really matters: “Then he said, ‘Let me go, for the dawn is breaking.’ But he said, ‘I will 
not let you go unless you bless me’” (Gen. 32:26).  What if Jacob had won the wrestling match with the myste-
rious man by the river?  He could have missed God’s work in his life and had nothing to show for it but an epi-
taph on his tomb which read: I beat the guy by the river. 
 I am smelling human-level defeat in the COVID-19 scenario.  If we don’t catch it now, we can catch it 
later, possibly from someone with no symptoms, or who coughed on a Diet Pepsi can.  The ensuing financial 
troubles look like a tsunami.  The racial issue just seems to get worse rather than better.  How will we get the 
win as individuals and as a country in the current scenario when we seem so far apart? 
 Early in my Christian walk I heard Rev. Dr. Tom Skinner preach in Duke University Chapel.  He so 
moved me that I bought his book, Words of Revolution.  His point was simple about the radical student unrest of 
those days: When we get all done occupying the administration building and burning 
down the ROTC building, the broken systems still remain.  And then he dropped the 
bomb: Until our hearts are changed by the only One who can change them, the fruit-
less struggles will continue with all of the pain and sorrow they generate. 
 So I seek to learn the lessons which made Jacob a worthy man of faith—after 
many struggles.  If the struggles of this life are purely about the human level, win-
ning seems out of reach.  Can’t fix what’s broke, no matter how hard we try.  But in 
those struggles are the arms and legs of our God, wrestling with us to teach us that 
he is the Almighty, and his blessing in the midst of our struggles is the thing which 
really matters. 
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89th ANNUAL NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT 
AND PRAYER CONFERENCE 

November 9-11, 2020 
Maranatha Bible Chapel, Horseheads, NY 
Business Year; Reports have been emailed. Notify the 
district office to request a copy if needed. Registration is 
open at https://nedcma.org/events/district-conference. 
 

WELCOME! 
David and Amy Carlson 
Assistant Pastor at Alliance Community 
Church, Geneva, NY 
6580 Basswood Rd., Auburn, NY 13021 
carlson44@gmail.com; 315-604-0042 
 

EMPOWER PROGRAM FOR WOMEN 
Registration is open for Empower 2020/2021 at https://
www.empowerww.org/register. The  District Office will 
continue to be a livestream site, Rome, NY. There are 
ten district scholarships of $200 each available on a first 
come, first serve basis. For more information, contact 
Amy Nehlsen, site coordinator amy@fultonalliance.org. 

OPEN CHURCHES 
SENIOR /LEAD PASTORS: 
Candor, NY; New Haven, NY; North Waverly, NY 
Vorea, NY (Non-Alliance Church) 

STAFF POSITIONS: 
Albany, NY—Youth Pastor 
Rome, NY—Student Life Pastor 
 

DEEPEST SYMPATHY 

Mrs. Martha A. Jones (widow of Rev. David R. Jones) 
June 11, 2020, Albany, NY 
 

IN TRANSITION 
Rev. Kenneth P. Gies—Lead Pastor, Nelliston, NY 
Rev. David M. Prahst—Associate Pastor, Nelliston, NY 
Pastor Matthew Mackivitch — Moved out of District 
Rev. Eric J. McCrorey—Unassigned 
 

DIRECTORY UPDATES 
Rev. Andrew M. Bashwinger—607-765-0905 
Walton, NY—Riverside Alliance Church (name change) 

N E D  

N O T I C E S  

Dear NED Family, 

 As most of you have heard by now, my time at the District Office will be ending soon.  I had a sense of 
God closing this door of ministry for me earlier this year. After prayerful consideration and affirmation from the 
Lord, I had a discussion with our superintendent, David Linn, about concluding. The plan is for me to finish by 
the end of August. There will be an announcement soon of a new district staff member.  

 God called me here eleven years ago, and I have been extremely blessed to work at the district office.  
Looking back, I see myself as a transitional person in the district by coming into the role of Executive Secre-
tary and shifting to a more visible position of Executive Assistant. Many of you can affirm this. I’m grateful for 
the opportunities given to me by the leadership which allowed me to develop into the person God has molded 
me into. There is a blessed openness I’ve watched grow among our district.  

 My life verse is Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all of your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding. In all your ways, acknowledge him and he will make your paths straight,” a very well-
known quoted Bible verse. This is how I continually see myself walking by faith with the Lord which has prov-
en to be trustworthy in my life. This next step for me is no different. God will lead me on the 
path planned out as I trust him. 

 Thank you all for your partnership in ministry over the years.  I will truly miss you 
because you are the ministry I was called to serve. I love my job and will miss it.  As my 
husband Tom and I enter a new season of life, please pray for us.  It will be a major 
change in our familiar routine with me not going to work daily, but we know God has good 
things for us! 
               Your sister in Christ, 
                   Tracy Murphy 

https://nedcma.org/events/district-conference
https://www.empowerww.org/register
https://www.empowerww.org/register
mailto:amy@fultonalliance.org


THE NED CONNECTION, Page 3 

 



THE NED CONNECTION, Page 4 

 

EVANGELISM     

      CONNECTION 

“What have you become?”  
 
Odd question. 
 
Yet, the Apostle Paul in mimicking Christ Jesus’ life shoots us a glaring proposition to 
impact the culture and redeem the world with the Gospel of Jesus Christ… “I became”. 
 
“To the Jews I BECAME like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I BE-
CAME like one under the law...so as to win those under the law. To those not having 
the law I BECAME like one not having the law...so as to win those not having the law.” 
1 Corinthians 9:20-21 
 
If I may be so plain. What have we become? 
 
And are we willing to become anything different than what we have been? Or have we 
become professionals, requiring little faith to carry on the blood transfusion of the Good 
News into the ends of the earth? 
 
Today, in maybe a pivotal moment in U.S. history, I think this question is worth asking 
our King. 
 
It is my belief that some of us who love God would criticize Paul harshly for his “loose” 
Gospel. “Paul, your method of reaching people makes me uncomfortable and you are 
compromising. The law people are hard-hearted and they make rules to control peo-
ple, even us, and yet you stay with them! You even pray blessing over them and con-
tinue to dine with them.” 
 
Through the course of my limited Christian experience I am used to hearing about 
what Christians will not become in order to protect the Gospel and defend God. I 
charge you with flipping the paradigm and asking God for faith to become anything he 
would have you be for his glory. 
 
How far is too far to reach those who are dying without the eternal hope of Jesus? If 
the Good News of Jesus is good, it is worth giving it away. 
 
My hope for us today is that we will like Paul, who aimed only to 
know Christ Jesus and him crucified, become like anyone so that we 
might see some saved. 

Pastor Tre Reaume 
Elmira, NY 

tre@elmdm.com 
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CONVERSATIONS AS A RESULT 

OF RELATIONSHIP 
 

Terri Groh 

District AW Director 

Every time I turn on the news or open my Facebook page lately hurt, con-
flict, anger and aggressiveness face me. For someone who soaks up emotion like a sponge it’s been 
an upsetting time.  
 
My family and our opinion about race in America have been shaped by our experiences. My children 
grew up in the inner city. Their friends were African American, Latino and Muslim. In fact, they were 
the only white children in their church, their school, and their playgrounds. They didn't look at their 
friends as being black or brown. It was just my friend, Latisha, Joseph, or Javier. My oldest was 7 
years old when he asked me if he was white.  
 
We shared numerous cups of coffee and meals with friends who talked to us freely about their daily 
encounters with racism. One friend shared with me, as tears ran down her face about the day as a 
child, she had sneezed in a store and a man called her a dirty "n.” Another friend expressed frustra-
tion that her Wall Street executive husband’s car broke down in a white suburb, and people called 
the cops on him because they thought he was up to no good. 
 
Their pain and daily struggle was real. These were mothers and fathers who were frightened every 
time their teenage sons left the house because they didn't know if they were going to be coming 
home that day. Another friend of ours, who was a white sheriff, often lamented to us that black men 
were targeted by some in his profession.  
 
All of these things have shaped my views of the world. You cannot sit down over a meal with some-
one who is different from you, hear their heart stories and not start to change inside. You can't wor-
ship with another believer who is struggling without feeling their pain as well. It's no longer some 
random news story. It is now a flesh and blood person who is a friend.  
 
And that is really the only way we will begin to understand. As we develop relationships and sit 
down over a cup of coffee, and break some bread together and listen, we will begin to see the pain 
another experiences.  
 
As leaders, let us start a conversation about these issues. Let’s listen to the hurt and learn from an-
other. Let us work at walking in another’s shoes so that we can begin to understand. 
 
The real solution to all of this is Jesus. Let us continue to respond in a way that reflects the Good 
News. May our hearts be the same as the Lord's for His people. 
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Rev. Andrew M. Bashwinger 
Pastor, Waverly, NY 

pastorandy03@aol.com 

MISSIONS CONNECTION 
A TALE OF TWO CITIES...WELL, TWO CHURCHES IN ONE VILLAGE 

 “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times…” begins Charles Dickens Tale of Two Cities, the 
classic story set between London and Paris against the looming French Revolution. I hope and pray that we 
don’t see our upcoming mission events as drastic as that, but that we 
would see the times as necessary for courage and action among a untied 
body of Christ. 

 As we have come to face many changes in the way we minister and 
reach out to our local and international communities, I want to share – and 
suggest you to consider, something that our church and another has done 
well over the past few years. 

 The village of Waverly, NY has a population of about 4,400 people. 
If you think there may not be enough to do for one church, imagine two 
churches in the same small place. Like many small villages and towns, we 
have no lack for churches, and two of them (only 1.7 miles apart!) being 
affiliated with the Alliance: Waverly C&MA and North Waverly Chapel.  

 Several years ago, the churches began celebrating mission events 
together. Both churches’ mission teams meet together in the preceding months and then weeks planning 
and preparing a joint conference. Our goal is to have a time to get to know our international worker and each 
other as well, strengthening the bonds of both our Alliance family and fellowship in Christ. 

 Our last event was a Thursday-through-Sunday one. Thursday evening was a “Leadership Dinner” 
where the leadership and mission teams of both churches met with our IW for dinner and great conversation. 
We kept it simple with subs and salads so meal prep and clean up were not a chore for either congregation. 

 Friday and Saturday events were held at both churches with plenty of opportunity for the congrega-
tions to see old friends and celebrate together. As the relatively “new guy”, it was so encouraging to see 
these to groups spend time together and love on each other like family. 

 For Sunday morning, our IW shared at Sunday school at one church and the Sunday message at the 
other, followed by a final pot-luck luncheon for both churches. 

 It may have seemed like a lot of coordination and running back and forth to some. But to most here, it 
was more than just a mission event – it was a community-in-Christ event.  

 We have now started partnering together for local outreaches as well. It seems like we’re learning to 
have fun together all year long now. 

 For smaller churches, especially in smaller communities, a shared mission event with a neighboring 
Alliance church may be a great way to encourage our congregations and build new, broader community con-

nections. I think Christ would like that. 

 Your neighboring Alliance church may not be as 
close as our two are, but you could become as “close” as 
we have. It may be… “a far, far better thing that [we] do, 
than [we] have ever done.” 



THE NED CONNECTION, Page 7 

 

 

 
 

 

Like so many of you we have experienced both joys and trials during this pandemic.  
We’ve had no guest groups since the second weekend in March and anticipate 
remaining basically closed through the summer.  That means no operational income 
for almost half of 2020.  
 
God’s people have stepped up and responded to our calls for help.  We have been 
overwhelmed with gifts and donations that have met our financial needs thus far and 
thank the Lord for His wonderful provision. 

 
 

Join us for our “virtual” Family Camp, July 1-7.  We’ll have a number of live posts 
and taped messages on our Facebook page and website.  Tune in…you will be 
encouraged and blessed! 
 

 

https://www.deltalake.org/
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THE NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT  

OF THE C&MA 

6275 Pillmore Drive 

Rome, NY  13440 

Phone: 315-336-4720 

Fax: 315-336-0347 
 

 

 

 

 

Contact via E-mail  

office@nedcma.org 

 
District Superintendent  

David B. Linn 

dlinn@nedcma.org 
 

Barbara S. Linn 

barb.linn@twc.com 
 

Assist. to DS/Missions Mobilizer 

David M. Murphy 

dmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Ministry Specialist 

Sally V. Fry 

sfry@nedcma.org 
 

Executive Assistant 

Tracy M. Murphy 

tmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Disciplemaking Specialist 

Lisa L. Vogan 

lvogan@nedcma.org 
 

District Bookkeeper 

Edward W. Lyau 

elyau@nedcma.org 
 

Alliance Women Director 

Terri A. Groh 

terrigroh@yahoo.com 

 

The NED Web 
nedcma.org 

         JULY 

3 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 
(Observed) – D.O. Closed 

9 
Evangelism Committee 
Teleconference, 2:30 PM 

16 
Missions Committee 
Teleconference, 10:00 AM  

 
        AUGUST 

11 
Evangelism Committee 
Teleconference 2:30 PM 

24 
NED Connection Items  
Due at District Office 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NED Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 
8:30 AM-4:30 PM 

NED RESOURCES BULLETIN BOARD 

Calendar 

Now may the God of peace  
who brought again from the dead  

our Lord Jesus,  
the great shepherd of the sheep,  

by the blood of the eternal covenant, 
equip you with everything good  

that you may do his will,  
working in us that which is  

pleasing in his sight,  
through Jesus Christ,  

to whom be glory forever and ever. 
Amen.  

Hebrews 13:20-21 (ESV) 

District Prayer Chain 
Lorraine Regnier 

District Prayer Coordinator 
Prayer requests will be distributed 

throughout the Northeastern District 
family by contacting Lorraine directly 

at lorregnier@aol.com 
or 518-356-1098. 

NED Connection Articles 
for the September edition are  

due by August 24, 2020. 
office@nedcma.org 

Membership Certificates 
Please contact the 

District Office at 
315-336-4720 Ext. 201 
or office@nedcma.org 

to request church  
membership certificates. 

District Bible Quizzing 
Claudine Campbell 

District Quiz Coordinator 
607-529-8879 cell 

claudine@northeasternquizzing.org 


