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HOPE RISING 

Make Growth Happen by Engaging Everyone as a Full Ministry Partner 

This article is not about numbers. 

Numbers measure things which matter but cannot measure hope. 

I am reminded of Abraham, about whom the Scripture says: “In hope against hope he believed, so that 
he might become a father of many nations according to that which had been spoken, ‘SO SHALL 
YOUR DESCENDANTS BE’" (Romans 4:18 NASB).  Abraham hoped in God, but never got to see the 
chosen people God promised to raise up.  His faith journey was one of naked faith—simply moving for-
ward in total trust, all day, every day, and not seeing the fulfillment of the promise. 

A lot of ministry is like that. 

But then the Lord also gives concrete reasons to take hope in the fulfillment of his kingdom promises, such 
as: “I will build my church.”  Sometimes we can see it happening. 

This article is not about numbers, but I have found my hope rising recently in the work of God in upstate 
New York—because of numbers. 

I recently got a letter from Terry Smith, the Vice-President for Church Ministries, thanking our district for 
an increase in giving to Alliance missions over the past year.  Yay! 

I also got an updated report which changes the way which the number of churches in our district are count-
ed.  We lost Troy, but we are gaining three Ethiopian churches.  We have also gained Shinglehouse, and the 
other two Crosstown satellites are now being counted as separate congregations.  The National Office had 
been saying we had 69 churches, and now they are saying we have 75.  This may be purely emotional on 
my part, but this makes my hope rise. 

The reports to Council about district statistics for 2017 and 2018 show positive numbers in professions of 
faith and baptisms.  Yay God! 

And with no numbers at all, I sense the District vision bringing focus and energy to our work and encour-
agement to our hearts. 

I have done a lot of “hoping against hope” here in upstate New York.  I know those of you working here 
have too. 

I am thankful for what I hope is a sea change.  A pivot point.  The beginning of a beginning of an upward 
inflection in district statistics. 

I can honestly say that my heart is not invested in numbers, but it is surely affected by them.  Because those 
numbers are people being delivered from the “dark domain,” people taking a crucial step of surrender to the 
Master, and living organisms called churches sprouting and putting forth new growth.  My hope is rising.  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 
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Reports to DEXCOM 

District Committee minutes, etc. 
and other items for DEXCOM  

consideration must be received at 
least two weeks before scheduled 
DEXCOM meetings in order to be 

placed on their Agenda. Send  
information to Sally Fry at 

sfry@nedcma.org. The next  
DEXCOM meeting is  

June 11, 2019. 

Christian Based  
Counseling Services 

Mr. James F. Lewis, LMHC 
2700 Bellevue Ave., Syracuse, 

NY 13219; 315-425-1943 
Christian counseling for Individ-

ual (Adult & Adolescent),  
Marriage & Family, Mental 

Health & Addictions.  Jim is a 
recognized Christian worker 

with the C&MA. 

OPEN CHURCHES 

SENIOR/LEAD PASTORS 
 Auburn, NY 
 Owego, NY 
 Oswego, NY 
 Savior’s/Rochester, NY 
 
STAFF POSITIONS 
 Albany, NY (Youth Pastor) 
 Horseheads, NY (Children’s 

Director) 
 Kingston, NY (Assistant  

Pastor) 

NED  
Notices 

In Transition 

Rev. W. Lawrence Day 
Retired 

Rev. John R. Lucas 
Eastern PA District 

Rev. Andrew A. Sassaman 
Senior Pastor 

Pine Knolls Alliance Church 
South Glens Falls, NY 

Rev. Wade A. Smith 
Special Assignment The public is cordially invited 

to attend a Service of Ordination 
for Aaron D. Koonsman 

and Cory R. Prothero 
on Saturday, August 10, 2019 

at 6:00 pm. 
New Life Fellowship CMA 

51 Old Gick Road 
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 

Congratulations  
Aaron & Cory! 

W E L C O M E ! 
 

Rev. Levi & Megan Owens 
Campus Plant Pastor 

CrossTown Alliance Church, Wellsville, NY 
119 1/2 E. Pearl St. 

607-376-1087 
lowens@crosstownalliance.com 

!!Save the Date!! 

September 19, 2019 
Horseheads, NY 

Pastor Jim Cymbala of the 
Brooklyn Tabernacle has been 
moved to care for pastors and 
staff because they are exiting 
ministry at alarming rates. 

This will be a full day of care 
from 9 AM to 2 PM as he de-
sires to listen and minister in 
love. There will be no cost to 
for this event.  

Please plan on attending. If 
there are further questions, 
contact: 

Pastor Scott Wolf 
pastorscott@stny.rr.com 
Maranatha Bible Chapel 
774 Sing Sing Road 
Horseheads, NY 14845 
607-739-7168 

Great Commission Fund 

Giving to the Great Commission 
Fund from our District Churches 
of $508,711 for four months of 
2019 is 103% compared to the 

same time in 2018.  

New Official Workers Orientation 
C&MA National Office 

Colorado Springs, Colorado 

August 5-7, 2019 

Registration—Click here.  

Late Registration $139 
(June 1 – June 30) 

Registration includes lodging ac-
commodations and all meals.  The 
church is responsible to cover 
transportation to and from Colora-
do Springs for newly licensed 
workers.  

https://www.cmalliance.org/events/2019/council/?ref=homepage-052819-pos0
mailto:pastorscott@stny.rr.com?subject=Sept.%2019,%202019,%20Jim%20Cymbala%20event
https://cma.ungerboeck.com/prod/emc00/PublicSignIn.aspx?&SessionID=fapfgofakfd0fhnfhl&Lang=*
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Sally V. Fry 
Ministry Specialist 

Ministry Women Webinar 

All ministry women are invited to join in a Webinar to discuss Second Chair Leadership.  

Wednesday, June 19th at 2 pm 

Email Sally Fry for instructions on how to join this Webinar (sfry@nedcma.org). 

Called to Ministry Webinar 

This webinar will be offered quarterly for anyone sensing a call to ministry. Opportunities with the 
C&MA will be discussed along with avenues to receive theological training. Open to all levels of inter-
est: teens, those considering bi-vocational or second career ministry; lay leaders; etc.. Please encourage 
individuals in your congregation who have expressed an interest in ministry to join in this conversation.  

Wednesday, July 24 at 2 pm or 6 pm (select the time that works the best). 

Email Sally Fry for instructions on how to join these Webinars (sfry@nedcma.org). 

Two Opportunities for Connection 

 Last year I completed Empower, a one year certifi-
cate program for women at Alliance Theological Semi-
nary. This required me to travel to Nyack, New York one 
Saturday a month for classes and complete online course 
work. 
 Empower includes both Bible theology and spiritu-
al formation training. I was amazed at the depth of self-
understanding that was revealed to me as I worked 
through the program. 
 I am excited to announce that God has opened a 
door for Empower to come to our district beginning this 
fall!  The District Office has been approved as a pilot 
livestream site.  This means that as classes are taking 
place at ATS, we will be livestreaming them at the District 
Office, Rome, NY starting in September.  Early registration 
is already open at https://www.empowerww.org/register.  

The cost is $800 through June 15th.   
 Please prayerfully consider women that would benefit from this equipping for ministry 
and share this announcement.  I’m encouraged to ask churches to help support women that 
may be interested in this training.  There are no age restrictions or previous educational re-
quirements to enroll.  Empower is open to all women.  
 Feel free to contact me with any questions.  I am the site coordinator 
and am blessed to be a part of this exciting ministry opportunity.  

Tracy Murphy  
tmurphy@nedcma.org  

mailto:sfry@nedcma.org
mailto:sfry@nedcma.org
https://www.empowerww.org/register
https://www.empowerww.org/
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EVANGELISM     
    CONNECTION 

Rev. Philip R. Barner 
Pastor, Andover, NY 

G E T T I N G   R E A D Y 

 I had always assumed that my church could not host a “Share Jesus” workshop.  The 
church I pastor is in a small community of 1200 people.  I knew that the concept of the work-
shop was to train people in evangelism and then send them out.  We don’t have places to 
send people out to.  I know that is a lame excuse, especially when it was pointed out that 
there is a friendship evangelism emphasis that can be focused on.  I discussed it with the el-
ders.  I showed the promotional video to the congregation.  I asked the District Evangelism 
Committee if we could host a workshop.   

 The first challenge was to find an appropriate day for the workshop.  This turned out 
to be a bigger challenge than initially expected.  People are busy these days, even in a small 
community like ours.  David and Bonnie, from the District Evangelism committee, were very 
accommodating.  They graciously agreed to travel across the state in order to make the event 
a reality.  

 The District covers the expenses for the workshop.  They believe that evangelism 
needs to be a priority and they budget for it.  They also emailed information about the event 
to the nearby coaching clusters.  I announced about the workshop in local ministerium meet-
ings as well. 

  An important preparation that must not be overlooked is prayer.  “Unless the Lord 
builds the house, its builders labor in vain” (Psalm 127:1a).  People throughout the area are 
praying for the workshop.  It is scheduled for June 8, and I’m excited to see what happens as 
a result. 

 I realize that there are many excuses why hosting a workshop in your community 
may not seem feasible.  I have used many of those same excuses myself.  I challenge every-
one to at least prayerfully consider the possibility of hosting a “Share Jesus” Workshop.  God 
can show a way to make it happen.  Nothing is impossible for him.  We need to be willing to 
ask. 

 “Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision!  For the day of 

the Lord is near in the valley of decision” (Joel 3:14). 

FREE Share Jesus Workshop, Sat., June 8, 2019 
Andover Alliance Church, 1:00 — 5:00 PM 
Email David Prahst:  vac1@frontiernet.net 

mailto:vac1@frontiernet.net?subject=Share%20Jesus%20Workshop%20at%20Andover,%20NY
http://www.nedcma.org/ministries/ShareJesus
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THE NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT  

OF THE C&MA 

6275 Pillmore Drive 

Rome, NY  13440 

Phone: 315-336-4720 

Fax: 315-336-0347 
 

 

 

 

 

Contact via E-mail  

office@nedcma.org 
 

District Superintendent  

David B. Linn 

dlinn@nedcma.org 

Barbara S. Linn 

barb.linn@twc.com 
 

Assist. to DS/Missions Mobilizer 

David M. Murphy 

dmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Ministry Specialist 

Sally V. Fry 

sfry@nedcma.org 
 

Executive Assistant 

Tracy M. Murphy 

tmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Strategic Growth Specialist 

Jonathan L. Schuerholz 

jschuerholz@nedcma.org 
 

Disciplemaking Specialist 

Lisa L. Vogan 

lvogan@nedcma.org 
 

District Bookkeeper 

Edward W. Lyau 

elyau@nedcma.org 

 

The NED Web 
nedcma.org 

         June 

7-8 
Alliance Women Leadership 
Retreat at Delta Lake 

11 
DEXCOM Meeting 
at District Office, 10:00 AM 

13 
Evangelism Committee 
Teleconference, 3:00 PM 

24 
NED Connection Items 
due at District Office 

30 
Women’s Summer Renew 
at Delta Lake, 3:00 PM 

30– 
July 6 

District Family Bible Camp 
at Delta Lake 

  
         July 

2 
LO&CC Meeting 
at District Office, 9:30 AM 

4 
INDEPENCENCE DAY  
District Office Closed 

5-9 
International Quiz Finals 
Orlando, Florida 

11 
Evangelism Committee 
Teleconference, 3:00 PM 

18 
Missions Committee 
Teleconference, 10:00 AM 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NED Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday 
8:00 AM-4:30 PM 

Friday 
8:00 AM –2:00 PM 

NED RESOURCES BULLETIN BOARD 

Calendar 

“Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask 
or imagine, according to his power 
that is at work within us, to him be 
glory in the church and in Christ 

Jesus throughout all generations, 
for ever and ever! Amen.”  

(Ephesians 3:20-21, NIV) 

District Prayer Chain 

Lorraine Regnier 
District Prayer Coordinator 

Prayer requests will be distributed 
throughout the Northeastern District 
family by contacting Lorraine directly 

at lorregnier@aol.com 
or 518-356-1098. 

NED Connection 
Articles for the  

July/August 2019 edition are  
due by June 24, 2019. 

office@nedcma.org 

Membership Certificates 

Please contact the 
District Office at 

315-336-4720 Ext. 201 
or office@nedcma.org 

to request church  
membership certificates. 

District Bible Quizzing 

Claudine Campbell 
District Quiz Coordinator 

607-529-8879 cell 
claudine@northeasternquizzing.org 


