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      Not Going Back  

                                      

 What wild junk we have heard in the year of Our Lord 2020!  Accusations, false reports, emotional 
rants, conspiracy theories, insulting advice on how to think and act, cries to run for the hills, and, of course, 
genuinely bad news.  As I have been studying the Book of Numbers in my daily devotions, I came across the 
familiar yet still appalling story of the people of Israel refusing to enter the land of promise.  [Aside: Ronald 
B. Allen’s treatment of Numbers in the Expositor’s Bible Commentary is fabulous both for expository and de-
votional content.]  The spies with the bad report still rank with the worst, falsest, and most manipulative use 
of words in the history of the world. 

 The wild junk they fed to Israel was based on a total denial of God’s presence and care for them.  The 
only reason Israel existed at that moment was that God had raised them up, prospered them in Egypt even un-
der oppression, sent the plagues to cause Pharaoh to let them go, blocked the attack of the Egyptian army on 
the western shore of the Red Sea with a pillar of smoke and fire, drowned the same army in that very sea after 
leading Israel right through it on dry land, fed them with manna and quail, gave them water from the rock--
and on and on and on! 

 In the face of those experiences and God’s promises, the majority of spies demurred: “What God said 
is impossible, the land will eat us alive.  It is full of monsters, Golem, and boogeymen—including                
giants” [who drowned in the Flood].  In light of that crazy report, the people concluded that it would be better 
to go back to Egypt with its slavery, attempts to kill their babies, and oppression of many kinds. 

 In the face of all the crazy talk of our day, I recommend we do what a handful of faithful people did in 
Israel in response to the terrible, horrible, no good, very bad report. 

1. They fell on their faces before God in prayer and mourning (Numbers 13:5-6 NAS).  They took their case 
to the Lord.  He, in fact, intervened in a way only he could do.  They prayed, not as enemies of the wayward 
people, but as interceders for God’s pardon. 

 Our propensity to pray through every eventuality is a measure of our faith.  Do we trust God to carry us 
through, no matter what?  If we do, we will pray.  And our level of trust will be read by others to see if our 
faith is real.  I believe millions of people would love to know if there is any way to ride out the storms of our 
time.  Our trust in God and prayer are marks which point others to the only solution which can work. 

2. The same little group also spoke assertive words of faith, truth, and admonition.  “We choose to trust God 
and we urge you to do the same.  We are NOT GOING BACK” (13:7-9 para.). 

 The people around us need to hear our resolve to trust God’s word.  This is a 
time to use our words not to fight for our human interests but to speak forth the 
knowledge of God.  Beyond that, people need to hear a word of direction to bring 
clarity in the haze: “You need to trust the Lord for yourself and your people.”  I once 
saw a film where one troubled character looked at another and asked: “Did you ever 
find yourself speaking absolute truth to a complete stranger?”  Now is the time for us 
to do that very thing, as Joshua spoke: “If the LORD is pleased with us, then He 
will bring us into this land and give it to us-- a land which flows with milk and 
honey” (14:8).  Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills, and everywhere! 



 

 

Attention Clergy 

Philip Graham, dba Pinpoint Tax Services, offers 
professional tax preparation services at very 

reasonable rates. Phil has 13 years experience 
and has achieved the IRS Registered Tax Re-
turn Preparer (RTRP) Status. He has served 

hundreds of tax clients across the USA and an-
nually, he completes at least 32 hours of Contin-

uing Education in tax law. He provides caring, 
confidential and competent tax preparation ser-
vices, particularly focusing on the complexities 

of tax returns for licensed clergy including    
overseas workers.  

Contact Phil at 315-491-0462 or                      
pgraham10@outlook.com.  

References from NED pastors are available on 
request. 

W E L C O M E  New Official Workers! 
 

Pastor Jeffrey Burgess– Pastor 
New Haven Community Alliance, New Haven 

November 8, 2020 
 

Pastor Joseph Bartlett- Youth Pastor 

Pineview Community Church, Albany 

January 1, 2021 

 

                             

        90th Annual District and Prayer Conference 

              “Until He Comes” 1 Timothy 6:11-16 

                              April 12-14, 2021 

                                 Maranatha Bible Chapel 

                                               Horseheads, NY 

ALLIANCE BENEFITS 

REMINDER: All NED Official Workers are eligible to 
participate in the Alliance Health Plan.  

www.alliancebenefits.org 
1-800-700-2651 

option 1 for Healthcare 
option 2 for 403(b) Plan 

OPEN CHURCHES 
SENIOR /LEAD PASTORS: 

Candor, NY; Dewittville, NY; Ithaca, NY;  
Waverly, NY; Vorea, NY (Non-Alliance Church) 

STAFF POSITIONS: 

Sidney,NY -  Minister of Worship and Communication 
Wellsville,NY (CrossTown) - Media Director 

N E D  

N O T I C E S  

GREAT COMMISSION FUND 
Year to Date giving to the Great Commission Fund 
from our  District Churches of $1,109,954 is 94.3%           

compared to the same time in 2019.  
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Welcome to the Northeastern District! 

We welcome the following churches to the NED on 
January 1, 2021: 

 

Cambodian Evangelical Church 

Utica, NY 

Cambodian Alliance Church 

Syracuse, NY 

 

                  

                                   Email Updates: 

 

                  Maranatha Bible Chapel (Horseheads, NY) 

                                maranatha774@gmail.com 

  

                   Pastor Scott Wolf (Maranatha Bible Chapel) 

                                  pastorscott75@gmail.com 

mailto:pgraham10@outlook.com
http://cmalliance.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8dd27291a5f89271c20b54557&id=5459cc8cd8&e=6a7db682cd
http://www.alliancebenefits.org/2016/08/23/about-health-exchanges/?ct=t(enews_0621167_18_2016)&goal=0_ec631cf56e-e9db73a54d-405574539&mc_cid=e9db73a54d&mc_eid=6a7db682cd
http://www.alliancebenefits.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/The-Benefits-of-the-CMA-403b-Plan.pdf?ct=t(enews_0621167_18_2016)&goal=0_ec631cf56e-e9db73a54d-405574539&mc_cid=e9db73a54d&mc_eid=6a7db682cd
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Ministry Studies Program Fast Facts 
 

 During our recent District & Prayer Conference, Dr. Steve Grusendorf shared an update on the Ministry Studies    
Program available to men and women seeking ministry training. This program provides equipping for those seeking licensed 
positions within the C&MA and those desiring to increase their ministry skills in lay positions. 

 Attached with the NED Connection newsletter this month is an MSP Brochure to share with those in your              
congregation who may be ready to increase their Bible, Theology and Ministry foundations. Sally Fry is available to connect 
with those interested in discussing this educational option. Here are the basics about the program: 

What: The Ministry Studies Program is an online ministry leadership program hosted by the Christian and Missionary      
Alliance. This program provides training in Bible, Theology and Ministry Leadership. The program meets the academic     
requirements for licensing within the C&MA. 

Where: The program is fully online and hosted on: www.cmallianceu.org 

When: There are two models for taking this program.  

The Accelerated Cohort model offers students the opportunity to learn in community with other students. This program 
lasts 2 years. Cohorts launch every September, January, and June. The next cohort starts February 8, 2021. For more 
information visit: www.ministrystudies.com.  

The Self-Paced model offers students the opportunity to take one or more courses at their own pace. Students have up to 6 
months to complete a course. Students can begin these courses whenever they desire. For more information visit: 
www.cmallianceu.org 

How Much: The program cost is 3,200.00 plus the cost of books.   

                     Individual courses are 210.00 each plus the cost of books. 

Course Details: 

Bible (10 Credits) 

• MSP 102: The Walk: Learning the Art of Discipleship 

• MSP 103: The Book Part 1: Listening to the Voice of God 

• MSP 202: The Book Part 2: How to Read the Bible 

• MSP 204: In the Beginning: Understanding the Old Testament 

• MSP 205: The Life of Christ and the Early Church: Understanding the New Testament 

Theology (8 credits) 

• MSP 101: The Story: Discovering God’s Big Idea 

• MSP 104: The Church: Living in Community 

• MSP 105: The Mission: Uncovering the Heart of God 

• MSP 304: Understanding the Alliance: Alliance History and Polity 

Ministry (12 Credits) 

• MSP 201: Ministry Leadership 101: The Life and Leadership of the Pastor 

• MSP 203: Communicating Biblical Truth Part 1: Preaching the Word 

• MSP 301: Pastoral Ministry 201: Understanding Church Management 

• MSP 302: Communicating Biblical Truth Part 2: Teaching the Word 

• MSP 202: Building Blocks for the Local Church: Evangelism and Leadership Development 

• MSP 305: Organizational Dynamics: Understanding Change, Power, and Conflict. 

http://www.cmallianceu.org
http://www.ministrystudies.com
http://www.cmallianceu.org


 

 

EVANGELISM     

      CONNECTION 

                                                                                    
                                                                           

 

Rev. Kenneth Gies 
Pastor, Nelliston, NY 
vac1@frontiernet.net 
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Confronting Sin 

 

What got you saved?  Did someone tell you that your life could get better?  Was Jesus suggested as 
a good addition to your arsenal, like a new phone app, another specialized computer program, or 
some new certification for employment?  

Or were you confronted by your sin? 

For me, Jesus was a way to avoid hell.  I knew (and know) that I needed someone to buy me out of 
trouble.  It was easy to say a heartfelt sinners prayer. 

Recently, I have been reading books on evangelism because I joined the NED Evangelism      
Committee.  I have been struck by all the different techniques used to reel in the prospective    
convert.  But as I look back through my life, the most dramatic conversions- the ones that have 
lasted, all had a common element:  They confronted their sin. 

So why don’t we cause others to confront their sin? 

Have we stopped confronting our own sin?  Are we soft on ourselves and as a result go soft on the 
lost sinners?  This has begun to cause me great concern for myself, since I don’t like to confront 
the sins of others.  And with that comes the true condemnation of disobeying Jesus’s last         
command!  Generally, when I hear the word “GO!”, as Jesus commanded in Mark 16:15,  I 
GO!  But I have not been going!  At least not like I should! 

As I examine my evangelistic efforts, I see a real soft sell in my spiel, and it has not been       
working, either.  I guess my question for all of us today is: Have we been confronting our personal 
sin?  I believe that when we all grasp our daily need to remain humble and repentant, then our 
boldness to confront others will grow.   

After all, if we are to lead others to Christ, shouldn’t we lead them there by example? 

“Christianity is one beggar telling another beggar where he found bread.” -D.T. Niles 

John 6:35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the Bread of Life…” 
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Marketplace Ministries - What this looks like for me as an IW… 
 
 

I have been a part of the C&MA’s Marketplace Ministry organization for several decades already.    During 

these many years, I have worked for different organizations in various countries of the world.   My career 

has, for the most part, been in the field of Human Resources, Learning & Development, and Talent      

Management, and over the years I have worked my way up from a junior associate position to recent 

times acting as a senior executive with global responsibility for multinational organizations.   I want to 

write a little bit about why I am part of Marketplace Ministry and what this has “looked like" for me as an 

International Worker of the C&MA. 

 

First and foremost, I want to declare that my “marketplace” (i.e. my job) is my area of ministry.   I don't 

believe that my job is simply a way to get me into another country, where I can then “have a ministry on 

the side.”    It is not a platform just to get me a visa for a restricted access country.   It is my primary      

mission field, and I am called to work with colleagues and employees within my organization, and to share 

the love of Jesus with them, and with customers, and with all whom I come into contact with through this 

workplace opportunity.   God wants me to be the best worker I can be, and to work for His honor and    

glory.   Work is worship, and I serve God by being an excellent worker in the marketplace. 

 

Throughout my career, God has blessed me with great favor and rare access.   I have served nearly my 

whole working life in countries that are closed to traditional missions.   I have lived for many years in    

China; I have lived and worked in Vietnam; and I have lived and worked in the Middle East.  I have had 

management oversight and responsibility for countries like India, Pakistan and Indonesia, and have spent 

much time with leaders in those “mostly closed access” countries.    I have also been blessed to have had 

access to a world that most missionaries cannot access - I have spent quality time with prime ministers 

and presidents, with some of the richest people and families in the world, with government ministers, 

with U.S. senators and congressmen, with CEOs and Chairmen of  multinational companies. I have        

traveled with some of them, I have worked for some of them, and shared life with many of them. 

 

Working in the area of Human Resources, and particularly in leadership development, I have had amazing 

opportunities to speak into the lives of hundreds of leaders in countries across the world.   I have led  

leadership retreats and executive seminars and management conferences, and spoken with leaders about 

their hopes and dreams, their gifts and abilities, their beliefs, their spiritual condition, their faith, their 

families.   I became a  certified coach and have spent countless coaching hours with managers and leaders 

and had opportunities to listen to the deep and intimate parts of their lives, and in return offer them Hope 

and Faith and Peace.    
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In many of my career roles, I have also had opportunity to partner with other missional organizations.    

When there are other C&MA AWs present, I have always felt like part of the Alliance organization.         

I have participated in field forums in various countries; I have joined other AW families for prayer 

meetings, for Thanksgiving  dinners, for games and fun, and to partner in ministry projects.  I have also 

partnered with other mission organizations to help provide them access in some of these  countries.     

I have served at international churches, where available.  I have partnered with local churches,      

whenever possible, to bring the Gospel to these countries, to train and disciple church leaders, and  

financially support work they are doing. 

 

In case you are not aware, there are several types of AWs involved in “Marketplace Ministries…”  Some 

require full funding, and may be supported (at least partially) by the Great Commission Fund.  Others 

require support (at least partial) and raise support from supporting churches and family/friends.  And 

still others, like me, do not require any support from the C&MA.  I am able to support myself, and am 

even able to give support to  other Marketplace or CAMA International Workers, and to support the 

GCF. 

 

So why do I continue to be a part of Marketplace Ministries?   I am not supported by the C&MA          

financially….so what is “in it for me?”  Mainly, it is because I am passionate about being part of an Acts 

1:8 family and an organization that has a mission to share “All of Jesus to All the world.”  I  believe in 

the mission of the C&MA and I feel like Marketplace and CAMA and other IWs, and all of the CMA 

churches and members in the USA (and other countries) are all pieces of a puzzle that fit together with 

the purpose of reaching the world for Christ. I am able to be a part of “something bigger,” as one piece 

of the whole puzzle.  I also appreciate the  FELLOWSHIP of my partners in the work.   It would be pretty  

lonely if I were out here doing things by myself…and I would seriously lack accountability and           

connection.  These things are so important, and the C&MA provides this to me in the form of the MM 

office. They care for MMs around the world, and provide information, connection, and soul care.      

Additionally, I love feeling a part of the Northeastern District. I love being able to share videos of my 

life with the Alliance Women at retreat, and knowing that they are praying for me and my ministry.       

I enjoy  receiving dozens of Christmas cards from churches across the district. It makes me feel         

connected and I know that I am prayed for and thought of.  (Thank you, NED).     

 

I hope this has given you a glimpse into what Marketplace Ministries looks like for me.  And in knowing 

a little more about my life, I hope it makes it easier (and more fun) for you to pray for me and for other 

MMs. 

 

Thank you so much for this opportunity to connect! 

                                                                                                 (Author’s name withheld for security reasons) 
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Why Do We Sing Carols at Christmas? 

The tradition of singing carols at Christmas has a very long and complex 
history dating back thousands of years. Song has often been used in 
various forms to unify a people, to preserve, and to pass down           
important events in  history and culture.                                                       
The birth of Christ is no different. 

The first century church incorporated many of the worship elements found in the Jewish synagogue 
into Christian worship, including chanting and the singing of Psalms. In Ephesians 5:19, Paul                
encouraged the early church to “speak to one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs from 
the Spirit.” As the gospel message spread throughout the world and the Roman  Empire, early church 
music was sung in Latin, and was not understood by the common parishioner.  

The first known Christmas carol was commissioned by a Roman Bishop in 129 AD and was titled 
“Angel’s Hymn”. This began a tradition of composers writing carols to be sung during the Latin     
Christmas Mass, continuing until the arrival of the Middle Ages around 1200 AD.  During these dark 
times, most people in Europe lost interest in celebrating Christmas completely (widely assumed due to 
the language barrier of the Latin liturgy). 

In 1223 AD, a young monk by the name of Francis of Assisi had a burden on his heart to reach the  
common man with the message of God. Francis recognized that the message of salvation wasn’t being 
translated (literally) from the clergy to the people. He began presenting Nativity plays in the Umbrian 
language of his region in Italy, and included songs telling the account of the birth of Christ. These songs 
became increasingly popular among the people, spreading to countries all over Europe. The tunes 
were the same, the message was the same, and these carols were translated into languages all could 
understand. Through Christmas carols, the story of how our Savior came to dwell among us was now 
able to be heard, understood, and passed down from generation to generation! 

Today, carols are sung at Christmas all around the world and in many different languages. These songs 
are well known and are included in traditions outside of the church walls. The message of salvation is 
being proclaimed through carol singing as a powerful evangelism tool!  

“Sing to the Lord, praise His Name; 
    proclaim His salvation day after day. 
  Declare His glory among the nations, 

    His marvelous deeds among all peoples.” Psalm 96 : 2-3 NIV 

As we sing our favorite carols this Christmas season, let’s pray that the message of hope, peace, love, 
and joy will bring to salvation those all around the world joining in the same song! 

 

                                                                                                                  

 Melanie Thornton 

 Executive Assistant 

The Northeastern District of the C&MA 
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THE NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT  

OF THE C&MA 

6275 Pillmore Drive 

Rome, NY  13440 

Phone: 315-336-4720 

Fax: 315-336-0347 
 

 

 

 

 

Contact via E-mail  

office@nedcma.org 

 
District Superintendent  

David B. Linn 

dlinn@nedcma.org 
 

Barbara S. Linn 

barb.linn@twc.com 
 

Assist. to DS/Missions Mobilizer 

David M. Murphy 

dmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Ministry Specialist 

Sally V. Fry 

sfry@nedcma.org 
 

Executive Assistant 

Melanie M. Thornton 

mthornton@nedcma.org 
 

Disciplemaking Specialist 

Lisa L. Vogan 

lvogan@nedcma.org 
 

District Bookkeeper 

Edward W. Lyau 

elyau@nedcma.org 
 

Alliance Women Director 

Terri A. Groh 

terrigroh@yahoo.com 

 

The NED Web 
nedcma.org 

 
       December 

1 
DEXCOM Meeting Zoom 

10:00 AM 

8 
Evangelism Committee Meeting 

2:30 PM Teleconference 

25—31 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

District Office Closed 

         January 

1 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

District Office Closed 

10—14 
CONVERGE Conference 

Colorado Springs, CO 

12 
Evangelism Committee Meeting 

2:00 PM 

19 LO&CC Meeting 9:30 AM 

21 
Missions Committee Meeting      
10:00 AM 

25  NED Connection Items Due 

30 
Training Ground Virtual       
Conference   9AM—4PM 

31 
District Administration Fund 
(DOB) and Pastoral Renumera-
tion Forms Due to District Office 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NED Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 
8:30 AM-4:30 PM 

NED RESOURCES BULLETIN BOARD 

Calendar 

District Prayer Chain 
Lorraine Regnier 

District Prayer Coordinator 
Prayer requests will be distributed 

throughout the Northeastern District 
family by contacting Lorraine directly 

at lorregnier@aol.com 
or 518-356-1098. 

NED Connection Articles 
for the February edition are  
due by January 25, 2021. 

office@nedcma.org 

Membership Certificates 
Please contact the 

District Office at 
315-336-4720 Ext. 201 
or office@nedcma.org 

to request church  
membership certificates. 

District Bible Quizzing 
Claudine Campbell 

District Quiz Coordinator 
607-529-8879 cell 

claudine@northeasternquizzing.org 
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Our District Committees are ready 
and available to offer resources and 

support to NED churches! 

EVANGELISM 

Mrs. Boonie Koonsman (Chair) 

bjgable@gmail.com 

(215) 518-2508  

MISSIONS 

Rev. Greg Wolters (Chair) 

(315) 237-9864 


