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     A LEPTON FOR YOUR THOUGHTS 

 

 A lepton (Gr.) was the smallest of coins used in Jesus’ day and was made of copper.  Like our erstwhile   
pennies--which we are no longer making, since each one costs 3.7 cents to make!  This coin figures large in a   
teaching of Jesus which we really need to hear: “And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the 
treasury. And He saw a poor widow putting in two small copper coins” (Luke 21:1-2 NASB). 

 The scenario is simple.  Obviously rich people were putting in obviously large gifts into the horn-shaped  
receptacles at the temple.  And an obviously poor widow put in two leptons.  How did Jesus know that she was a 
poor widow?  Those facts could have been at least partially observed, but the biggest fact about this woman could 
not have been known by anything except divine omniscience: “And He said, “‘Truly I say to you, this poor    
widow put in more than all of them; for they all out of their surplus put into the offering; but she out of her 
poverty put in all that she had to live on’” (Luke 21:3-4).  Jesus knew that she had put in a different kind of      
offering than the rich people he had observed because he is the kardiognosta (Gr.), the knower of hearts. 

 We need to do some parsing of this teaching to keep from missing his point.  The point cannot be that Jesus 
wants us all to give until it hurts, as some have taught.  No, we are explicitly told that God blesses his children for 
our own sakes and that we may give to others.  If we gave everything away we would be refusing his blessing and 
negating our opportunity to give to others. 

 It cannot mean that the gifts of rich people don’t matter much simply because they are rich.  That would   
include all of us in the West, by the way, since even the humblest of us is in possession of many things only      
available to kings and queens in the past.  No, God has used wealthy people of faith to propel the plan of redemption 
through the ages, namely Abraham, Moses, Joseph of Arimathea, Joanna the wife of Chuza, unnamed women of 
means who supported Jesus, and many others. 

 Allow me to pull in a Biblical concept from the broad context.  Jesus told the Samaritan woman at the well 
that God seeks those who will worship him in spirit and in truth.  I take that to mean that no external acts are        
intrinsically worshipful.  Everything depends on the intent of our hearts.  And Jesus knows that intent full well.  The 
same exact act could be meaningful or not when done by different people for different inward reasons. 

 What drew the praise of Jesus for the gift of the poor widow is immensely beautiful.  First, he knew that her 
gift, which was tiny in monetary terms, represented an inward trust in God for her daily needs.  This is a precious 
jewel to our Lord, and he has ordered the providential course of our lives to draw this kind of restful faith from  
within us. 

 Second, in spite of her own need, the poor widow prioritized the needs of others over her own.  Paul said this 
about the materially poor Christians in Macedonia as they gave to the starving believers in Jerusalem: “For I testify 
that according to their ability, and beyond their ability, they gave of their own accord, begging us with much 
urging for the favor of participation in the support of the saints…” (2 Corinthians 8:3-4). 

 Our hearts should be pierced by her example.  Our intentions deserve a regular and intense examination by 
the Holy Spirit using the scalpel of the word of God.  Am I thinking that just because I do a certain thing that I have 
genuine faith in that area of my life?  Jesus knows whether I do or do not.  Am I thinking that outwardly large deeds 
have more value than outwardly small deeds?  Jesus knows, and he yearns for us all to learn faith and love in the 
depths of our being.  The outward deeds are merely the context by which the inward spiritual life is revealed. 

Two leptons revealed the thoughts of the poor widow.  So it goes for us in work, family, ministry,           
community, and all of life.  May we give our Lord what he wants most of all, and may we enjoy his immense   
pleasure in so doing! 



 

 

OPEN CHURCHES 

SENIOR/LEAD PASTORS 
 Saranac Lake, NY 
 Macedon, NY 
 Schodack, NY 
 Sidney, NY 
 Syracuse, NY 
 
STAFF POSITIONS 
 Corning, NY (Beartown Road - Dir. of 

Student Ministries) 
 Rome, NY (Associate Pastor) 
 South Glens Falls, NY—Pine Knolls 

Alliance (Discipleship Pastor) 
 

NED  
NOT I C E S  

   GREAT COMMISSION FUND 
2025 year to date giving to the Great         

Commission Fund from our District 
churches of $1,265,941 is 105.7%     

compared to 2024. 
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  95th District and Prayer Conference 

    May 4-6, 2026 

  Lockport Alliance church 

           Lockport, NY 

Registration opens February 1st 

Stay tuned for emails from the District Office 
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https://traininggroundned.com/
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 Why Do We Sing Carols at Christmas? 

 

 
 The tradition of singing carols at Christmas has a very long and complex history dating back 
thousands of years. Song has often been used in various forms to unify a people, to preserve, and 
to pass down important events in  history and culture. The birth of Christ is no different. 

 The first century church incorporated many of the worship elements found in the Jewish 
synagogue into Christian worship, including chanting and the singing of Psalms. In Ephesians 5:19, 
Paul encouraged the early church to “speak to one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs 
from the Spirit.” As the gospel message spread throughout the world and the Roman Empire, early 
church music was sung in Latin and was not understood by the common parishioner.  

 The first known Christmas carol was commissioned by a Roman Bishop in 129 AD and was 
titled “Angel’s Hymn”. This began a tradition of composers writing carols to be sung during the   
Latin Christmas Mass, continuing until the arrival of the Middle Ages around 1200 AD.  During these 
dark times, most people in Europe lost interest in celebrating Christmas completely - widely         
assumed due to the language barrier of the Latin liturgy. 

 In 1223 AD, a young monk by the name of Francis of Assisi had a burden on his heart to 
reach the  common man with the message of God. Francis recognized that the message of salvation 
wasn’t being translated (literally) from the clergy to the people. He began presenting Nativity plays 
in the Umbrian language of his region in Italy, and included songs telling the account of the birth of 
Christ. These songs became increasingly popular among the people, spreading to countries all over 
Europe. The tunes were the same, the message was the same, and these carols were translated  
into languages all could understand. Through Christmas carols, the story of how our Savior came to 
dwell among us was now able to be heard, understood, and passed down from generation to     
generation! 

 Today, carols are sung at Christmas all around the world and in many different languages. 
These songs are well known and are included in traditions outside of the church walls. The message 
of salvation is being proclaimed through carol singing as a powerful evangelism tool!  

 

“Sing to the Lord, praise His Name; 
    proclaim His salvation day after day. 
  Declare His glory among the nations, 

    His marvelous deeds among all peoples.” Psalm 96 : 2-3 (NIV) 

 

 As we sing our favorite carols this Christmas season, let’s pray that the message of hope, 
peace, love, and joy will bring to salvation those all around the world joining in the same song. 

 

By Melanie Thornton 
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THE NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT  

OF THE C&MA 

6275 Pillmore Drive 

Rome, NY  13440 

Phone: 315-336-4720 

Fax: 315-336-0347 
 

Contact via E-mail  

office@nedcma.org 

 
 

District Superintendent  

David B. Linn 

dlinn@nedcma.org 
 

Barbara S. Linn 

barb.linn@twc.com 
 

Church Advance/Missions Mobilizer 

David M. Murphy 

dmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Leadership Development Specialist 

Sally V. Fry 

sfry@nedcma.org 
 

Ministry and Administrative Specialist 

Melanie M. Thornton 

mthornton@nedcma.org 
 

Disciplemaking Specialist 

Lisa L. Vogan 

lvogan@nedcma.org 
 

District Business Assistant 

Edward W. Lyau 

elyau@nedcma.org 
 

Alliance Women Director 

Terri A. Groh 

terrigroh@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

The NED Web 
nedcma.org 

           December 

9 
10am—DEXCOM meeting @ 
District Office 

24-31 
Christmas Holiday—District   
Office Closed 

            January 

1 Happy New Year—D.O. Closed 

13-15 CONVERGE in Dublin, OH 

31-
Feb.1 

Training Ground @ Pine Knolls 
Alliance 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NED Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 
8:30 AM -  4:30 PM 

NED RESOURCES BULLETIN BOARD 
Calendar 

District Prayer Chain 
Lorraine Regnier 

District Prayer Coordinator 
Prayer requests will be distributed 

throughout the Northeastern District 
family by contacting Lorraine directly 

at lorregnier@aol.com 
or 518 - 847 - 4323 . 

NED Connection Articles 
for the February edition are  
due by January 23,2026. 

office@nedcma.org 

Membership Certificates 
Please contact the 

District Office at 
315-336-4720 Ext. 201 
or office@nedcma.org 

to request church  
membership certificates. 
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