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CALL ME SOONER 

  Lazarus is sick.  Jesus hears about it but chooses not to go to him.  Days pass and Lazarus dies.           
Meanwhile, Jesus heals a woman in the crowd merely by her touching the hem of his garment.  Jesus then goes to 
Bethany, and Scripture says: “Therefore, when Mary came where Jesus was, she saw Him, and fell at His feet, 
saying to Him, ‘Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.’ When Jesus therefore saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, He was deeply moved in spirit and was                
troubled…” (John 11:32-33 NASB). 

 Both Martha and Mary say the same thing: If only Jesus had come sooner.  Some people in the crowd say it.  
And at that point Lazarus is already in the tomb and everyone is weeping.  The wailing women have already been at 
work.  It seems that the situation is gone beyond recall. 

 As a district superintendent, I can relate to parts of this quite well.  Some great challenge arises involving a 
worker or church.  Conflict is in the air.  Sorrows are piling up.  Some folks are already damaged. And then I get a 
communication to come help, if I can. 

 I know why people delay contacting me.  It is indeed better to seek the Lord for local solutions when      
possible.  Some delay out of concern for me.  I am, in fact, very busy, though care for workers and conflict resolu-
tion automatically go to the top of my “to do” list.  And honestly, the outside guy may do some damage of his own 
since he does not have the same awareness of local realities as the locals.  I used to say it myself: “When you have a 
problem, don’t call the DS.  Because he will come and fix it, and you won’t like it.”   

 

 All that being said: Call me sooner. 

  

 What Mary and Martha could not foresee was that Jesus had planned the whole thing, and Lazarus would be 
raised from the dead for the glory of God. 

 

 Not to put too fine a point on it, but this would highlight a key difference between Jesus and me.  Apart 
from a supernatural God-moment where the Lord might give me a first- or second-order miracle to perform, most 
of the time I come to bring wisdom, encouragement, guidance, support, prayer, and Scripture.  These things can’t, 
by definition, undo things which are already done. 

                  You know the end of the Lazarus story: “When He had said these 
things, He cried out with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come forth.’ The man who 
had died came forth, bound hand and foot with wrappings, and his face was 
wrapped around with a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him 
go’” (11:43-44). 

 

 While I have not yet raised anyone from the dead, I have seen God inter-
vene in remarkable ways!  And I am asking for the privilege of starting sooner.       
I feel a great sense of affirmation from the Lord that He will grant all manner of 
resolutions, reconciliations, unsnarlings, and restorations as we seek Him and work 
together on our tough issues.  May the hand of God be manifest among us! 



 

 

Christian Based  
Counseling Services 

 
Mr. James F. Lewis, LMHC 

2700 Bellevue Ave., Syracuse, NY 13219                      
315-425-1943 

Christian counseling for Individuals                        
(Adult & Adolescent),  

Marriage & Family, Mental Health & Addictions.   

OPEN CHURCHES 

SENIOR/LEAD PASTORS 
 Candor, NY 
 Ithaca, NY 
 Waverly, NY 
 Vestal, NY—Tracy Creek 
 Saranac Lake, NY 
 Walton, NY 
 
STAFF POSITIONS 
 Elmira, NY (Worship Leader) 

ORDINATION CONGRATULATIONS! 

 

Rev. Jordan La Borde 
Pastor of Outreach at New Beginnings, Poughkeepsie, NY 

March 6, 2022 

 

Rev. Joel Geer 

Assistant Pastor at Clearview C&MA Church, Schodack, NY 

March 26, 2022 

  

ALLIANCE BENEFITS 

REMINDER: All NED Official Workers are eligible to 
participate in the Alliance Health Plan.  

www.alliancebenefits.org 
1-800-700-2651 

option 1 for Healthcare 
option 2 for 403(b) Plan 

N E D  

N O T I C E S  

GREAT COMMISSION FUND 
2022 year to date giving to the Great Commission 

Fund from our District Churches of $227,185 is 
110.9 % compared to this month in 2021. 

 
BABY ANNOUNCEMENT! 

Esther Marie Howe 
Born March 9, 2022 

            Daughter of Isaac and Carrie 
          Corning, NY 
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Transformation Northeast is a 24/7 Prayer 

Wheel composed of lay people, pastors,  minsters,      
denominational and non-denominational leaders, and  

para-church leaders who realize we must pray together 
for the needs of the Northeastern United States.         

Born out of vision by Dr. David Janssen, Northeastern 
Director for Church Advance  with the Alliance, it is a 

place we can come together and pray. It is our desire that 
God  would visit the churches and communities of the 

Northeast in powerful ways.   

Visit  https://transformationnortheast.org/ for more      
information and to sign up to pray! 

http://cmalliance.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8dd27291a5f89271c20b54557&id=5459cc8cd8&e=6a7db682cd
http://www.alliancebenefits.org/2016/08/23/about-health-exchanges/?ct=t(enews_0621167_18_2016)&goal=0_ec631cf56e-e9db73a54d-405574539&mc_cid=e9db73a54d&mc_eid=6a7db682cd
http://www.alliancebenefits.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/The-Benefits-of-the-CMA-403b-Plan.pdf?ct=t(enews_0621167_18_2016)&goal=0_ec631cf56e-e9db73a54d-405574539&mc_cid=e9db73a54d&mc_eid=6a7db682cd
https://transformationnortheast.org/
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                                            Equipped and Effective 

                          Terri A. Groh 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                         

  

 I attended Converge in Columbus, Ohio back in January and one of the books we received 
was, Equipped and Effective: Practical Ideas and Tools for Coming Alongside Cross-Cultural 
Workers by Lois McMartin. It has been an excellent read and a book that I am finding useful in 
my role as Alliance Women’s Director. It is a practical how-to guide in caring for our International 
Workers.  

 

 One of the chapters deals specifically with communicating and listening to those IWs to 
whom we provide care. However, as I was reading it, I realized that this is a necessary skill no 
matter what ministry role you are in, and no matter who is under your care. 

 Some of the principles of listening mentioned are: set aside your own agenda, stay in tune 
with the Holy Spirit, listen at the heart level first, and use good questions.  

 

 I often barrel through ministry, checking things off my to-do list and I want to make sure 
that I’m not doing the same with women I am ministering to in the church setting, as well as the 
district setting. Because I’m wired for activity, I have to work hard at sitting down and shutting 
down my to-do list in order to actively listen to someone. 

 

 As I seek to provide care for our International Workers, as well as for women I work with in 
the district, I want to make sure I’m not only equipped for ministry, but that I’m effective in      
ministry. Part of being effective is connecting women for Kingdom impact both on the local level 
and the global level and listening is a tremendous part of that. I often  only have a few times to 
work at listening and if I blow it, I’ve lost the opportunity to connect. 

  

 My encouragement to you in your ministry, whatever that may be, is to learn to listen. 
Learn to tune out the distractions and focus on the person in front of you. If you can do this, they 
will feel connected and then you will be able to minister to them where they are at that moment.  
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   EVANGELISM     

      CONNECTION 

 

 

“Ministry Through Social Media” 
By Melissa Guay 

 
 
 

 
The command in the Great Commission to “go and make disciples” carries with it the          

necessary understanding that where one is going to must, in fact, have people there in need of being 
reached. We see time and again this played out in scripture — God’s people commanded to be light 
in dark places, and to carry the invitation of the Good News boldly, be it in the town square, the 
neighboring city, or all the way across the other side of the world. 
 
 Until relatively recently, however, nowhere provided the opportunity to do all at once. Social 
Media has created a mechanism to simultaneously reach our neighbors and far, far beyond in one 
fell swoop. Consider these statistics: the daily use of Facebook is more than 1 billion people,          
Instagram sees roughly 500 million, and around 186 million people use Twitter daily. Make no         
mistake: people are gathered there. There are, of course, real and serious cautions to stepping into 
these places, but I believe our approach needs to be more akin to unreached people groups than to 
avoidance altogether. We need to adopt a posture of intentional invitation.  
 

Additionally, the consequence of not stepping into social media or electronic spaces may, in 
fact, render one’s church invisible in an age where the norm is to electronically search and evaluate 
nearly every nuance of life before actually engaging. The “digital front door” is the ever increasing 
first contact we have with new people. I’ve seen this proven time and again in Sunday morning     
conversations with new folks at Pine Knolls. More often than not they have first found us online — 
that impression matters. The internet is the new town square, and the invitation to meet Jesus       
absolutely needs to be offered in every space we are able. The heart isn’t to create an online church, 
but to offer an invitation to traverse physical doors by way of the virtual cultural norm.  

 
It is with these understandings that members of the NED Evangelism Committee will be       

sharing ways to do “Ministry Through Social Media,” at District Conference, Monday, May 16 at 
3:30p.m. We’ll provide tools to increase online visibility regardless of where you find yourselves on 
the digital spectrum. We’ll look at free resources, how to grow engagement, and even ways to       
implement clear boundaries in regard to social media.  

 
If you have any questions leading up to this breakout session, I would be happy to answer 

them. You can email me at mGuay@pineknolls.net.  
 
We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

 

mailto:mGuay@pineknolls.net
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 Delta Lake and Haven Camps have a wide variety of ministry            
opportunities for high school, college-age, and young adults looking to make 
a difference this summer.  

 We are looking for people to help lifeguard, work in maintenance and 
food service, as well as be counselors in our youth and haven camps.  All of 
these positions are crucial to make our programs operate and each has the           
opportunity to make an impact in the lives of our campers, guests, and fellow 
staff.   

 Contact Steve for more information at director@deltalake.org or go to 
our online application site at https://deltalake.campbrainstaff.com 

 
 

                      

mailto:director@deltalake.org
https://deltalake.campbrainstaff.com


 

 

THE NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT  

OF THE C&MA 

6275 Pillmore Drive 

Rome, NY  13440 

Phone: 315-336-4720 

Fax: 315-336-0347 
 

Contact via E-mail  

office@nedcma.org 

 
 

District Superintendent  

David B. Linn 

dlinn@nedcma.org 
 

Barbara S. Linn 

barb.linn@twc.com 
 

Church Advance/Missions Mobilizer 

David M. Murphy 

dmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Leadership Development Specialist 

Sally V. Fry 

sfry@nedcma.org 
 

Executive Assistant 

Melanie M. Thornton 

mthornton@nedcma.org 
 

Disciplemaking Specialist 

Lisa L. Vogan 

lvogan@nedcma.org 
 

District Business Assistant 

Edward W. Lyau 

elyau@nedcma.org 
 

Alliance Women Director 

Terri A. Groh 

terrigroh@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

The NED Web 
nedcma.org 

           April 

5 
In-Service Training @ DLBCC 

10am-3pm 

12 Evangelism Comm. Mtg. 12pm 

15 Good Friday—D.O. Closed 

19 LO&CC Mtg. 9:30am 

21 Missions Comm. Mtg. 10am 

22-23 AW Spring Refresh @ Auburn 

29 Bible Quizzing @ LaFayette 

           May 

10-11 PEAK Coaches Training @ D.O. 

10 Evangelism Comm. Mtg. 12pm 

16,17,
18 

District and Prayer Conference 
@ Pine Knolls Alliance 

21 Empower Graduation @ Fulton 

30 Memorial Day—D.O. Closed 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NED Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 
8:30 AM-4:30 PM 

NED RESOURCES BULLETIN BOARD 
Calendar 

District Prayer Chain 
Lorraine Regnier 

District Prayer Coordinator 
Prayer requests will be distributed 

throughout the Northeastern District 
family by contacting Lorraine directly 

at lorregnier@aol.com 

NED Connection Articles 
for the March edition are  
due by April 25, 2022. 
office@nedcma.org 

Membership Certificates 
Please contact the 

District Office at 
315-336-4720 Ext. 201 
or office@nedcma.org 

to request church  
membership certificates. 

District Bible Quizzing 
Claudine Campbell 

District Quiz Coordinator 
607-529-8879 cell 

claudine@northeasternquizzing.org 
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Our District Committees are ready 
and available to offer resources and 

support to NED churches! 

EVANGELISM 

Mrs. Bonnie Koonsman (Chair) 

bjgable@gmail.com 

(215) 518-2508  

MISSIONS 

Rev. Greg Wolters (Chair) 

(315) 237-9864 


