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A BIG MESS 
David Linn, Superintendent 

 The patriarch Isaac had a big mess on his hands.  First of all, 
his family nomadic entourage was gigantic and a famine had come to 
the land.  How would we feed and water all those people, flocks and 
herds? 
 Se he ends up living among the Philistines.  Another problem.  
No place for a godly man to live. 

 Then he runs into the: “If I don’t lie and say that my wife is my sister the king will 
take her” problem.  He commits the lie—and makes King Abimelech furious. 
 Then, because of the way God blessed Isaac, his crops, and his herds, Abimelech be-
comes afraid of Isaac and throws him out of the land. 
 Then he gets into a big water rights fight with Philistine shepherds because they reject 
Isaac’s claim that he owned the wells Abraham, his father, had dug.  Let us not fail to see that 
for a nomad prince the deprivation of water was an existential threat. 
 Big enough mess for you?  It is healthy for us, in the time of global pandemic made 
worse by poor judgment on the part of many humans, to remember that we are not the first 
people to live in a time of big mess.  Perhaps you saw the videos of the Chinese government 
stuffing sick people into apartment buildings and welding the doors shut or blocking them 
with truckloads of gravel.  We have all seen endless photos of very sick people in hospitals in 
many countries, and even the recently deceased on hallway floors.  And now it has come to 
where we live.  We have yet to see how this big mess will play out even as we try to reduce its 
impact. 
 But here are some things I learn from how Yahweh God dealt with Isaac.  After the 
Lord granted Isaac a good well in Rehoboth, this happened: “The LORD appeared to him 
the same night and said, ‘I am the God of your father Abraham; Do not fear, for I am 
with you. I will bless you, and multiply your descendants, For the sake of My servant 
Abraham’” (Genesis 26:24 NASB).  LESSON #1: THERE IS NO BIG MESS WHICH CAN 
STOP GOD FROM BLESSING US.  Teach yourself to look up in the middle of every diffi-
culty, because God will be there blessing you every time. 
 In response to that encouragement, here is what Isaac did: “So he built an altar there 
and called upon the name of the LORD…” (Genesis 26:25a).  LESSON #2: NO BIG 
MESS CAN STOP YOU FROM WORSHIPING GOD.  We may have to work to redirect our 
minds and emotions when they are being assailed by the latest big 
mess, but, if we choose to do so, we will always find the deepest satis-
faction of our souls.  Because that is how God responds to those who 
honor and praise him.  Every.  Single.  Time. 
 So, we can worry ourselves into emotional and physical illness 
over earthly difficulties.  Or we can validate the faith principle which 
flies like a banner over every era of human history: The one who trusts 
God—from the heart—can live above every big mess on this earth.  
Because God. 
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WELCOME! 
Mr. Isaac A. & Carrie D. Howe 
Pastor of Family Ministries at Beartown Road 
Alliance Church, Corning, NY 
Isaac@beartownroad.org / 570-605-1993  
 
 

DISTRICT & PRAYER CONFERENCE 

89th Annual Conference POSTPONED TO OCTOBER 
Maranatha Bible Chapel, Horseheads, NY 
Dates TBD.  All registrations, including the Women’s 
Luncheon, will be transferred to the Fall Conference. 
 
 

CORONAVIRUS UPDATES 
Resources and updates are on our district website 
https://nedcma.org/ 
 
 

EMPOWER OPEN CLASS FOR WOMEN  
April 18, 2020 
Are you interested in Empower? Join the livestream 
9:00 AM—12:00 PM class on Saturday, April 18th.  
“Community & Mission of the Church,” by Professor  
Dr. Ingrid Davis.  To receive the link to the online class, 
you must RSVP by pre-registering at 
 https://www.empowerww.org/. PLEASE share this 
announcement.  
 
Our district livestream site has 
nine women who will be grad-
uating next month from Em-
power One.  Empower equips, 
motivates, and prepares 
women for effective ministry.  
It is a life transformational 
certificate program.  
 
 

CHRISTIAN COUNSELING  
Mr. James F. Lewis, LMHC; 315-425-1943; 2700 Belle-
vue Ave., Syracuse, New York 13219. Jim is a recog-
nized Christian worker with the C&MA. 

OPEN CHURCHES 
SENIOR /LEAD PASTORS: 
Candor, NY; Ithaca, NY; New Haven, NY; Oswego, NY; 
Vorea, NY (Non-Alliance Church) 

STAFF POSITIONS: 
Albany, NY—Youth Pastor 
Rome, NY—Student Life Pastor 
Tonawanda, NY—Worship Leader/Pastor 
 
 

IN TRANSITION 
Rev. Mouhannad Moses—Pastor at Valleyview Alli-
ance Church, Vestal, NY 
Rev. Jonathan L. Schuerholz—Non-Alliance Assign-
ment 
 
 

DIRECTORY UPDATES 
David & Erin Campbell—516 Odell Ave, Endicott, NY 
13760 
Mathew Mackivitch—570-886-6223 (cell) 
Levi & Megan Owens—9 Wendy Lane, Rochester, NY 
14626 
Jude & Kim Park—3 Lackawanna Ave, Apt 101, Hall-
stead, PA 18822 
Geneva—theacc75@outlook.com 
Kingston—kingstonalliancechurch.ny@gmail.com 
New Haven—NHCommunityAlliance@gmail.com 
Ticonderoga—ticonderogacma@yahoo.com 
 
 

TAX SERVICES 

Philip Graham, dba Pinpoint Tax Services, offers pro-
fessional tax preparation services at very reasonable 
rates. Phil has 13 years experience and has achieved 
the IRS Registered Tax Return Preparer (RTRP) Status. 
He has served hundreds of tax clients across the USA 
and annually, he completes at least 32 hours of Con-
tinuing Education in tax law. He provides caring, con-
fidential and competent tax preparation services, 
particularly focusing on the complexities of tax re-
turns for pastors and overseas workers. Contact Phil 
at 315-491-0462 or pgraham10@outlook.com. Refer-
ences from NED pastors are available on request.  

N E D  

N O T I C E S  

https://nedcma.org/
https://www.empowerww.org/
mailto:pgraham10@outlook.com
https://www.empowerww.org/classes
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Lisa L. Vogan, CWM 

District Disciplemaking Specialist 

Disciplemaking Connection 



THE NED CONNECTION, Page 4 

 MISSIONS CONNECTION 
SERVE AS HE COMMANDED 

 John 13 is a familiar passage of scripture that we have all read.  It paints a beautiful picture of Jesus, 
King of Kings, Lord of Lords, Exalted One, Creator of Heaven and Earth, taking on the role of the lowest of 
all servants and washing the feet of His disciples.  Have you ever washed someone’s feet?  Have you ever 
washed the feet of your enemy or even someone you thought was a friend but who ended up turning against 
you and led a group to attack you?  That is just what Jesus did that night in the upper room.  He knew Judas 
would turn him over, he knew Judas would turn against him and yet he humbled himself to serve this soon to 
be traitor. 
 Do we have a hard time serving others?  Not necessarily those we love, care about, and agree with.  
But how about those that do not share the same world view, those that disagree with us, those that oppose 
what we believe. 
 I recently took a team from Crosstown Alliance on a short-term trip to work with our partners Brandon 
and Bethany Nutter in Dominican Republic.  This was a topic that came up multiple times on our trip.  The 
idea of serving others when we want to as well as when we do not.  During our orientation Brandon shared the 
idea that, “Everyone wants to serve up until the moment that you are treated like a servant.”  We are willing to 
serve as long as there is a pat on the back, or an attaboy at the end for us.  Are we as willing to serve when at 
the end we get no acknowledgement, no thank you, and maybe even more grief? 
 While we were on our trip, we had the opportunity to serve much like this.  One of our main goals 
while on this trip was to work alongside a local church that was trying to improve their building.  We worked 
to help prepare the area and pour some of the concrete needed to build a new entrance for their church, as well 
as repainting the outside of the building.  Along with this work to the physical building we also assisted with 
evangelism and outreach through prayer walks, sharing our faith, and inviting people to the church. 
 One of the days that we were working at the job sight we worked alongside a contractor that the church 
had hired to do much of the concrete work.  This gentleman was not extremely happy to be working with our 
team in this project.  It appeared that when he was told that he would have had help he thought that he would 
have other Dominican masons to help him.  Now we had skilled members on our team but, big shocker here, 
we knew the American way not the Dominican way.  For instance, when it came time to pour concrete in the 
one section, it does not include waving the concrete truck back to open the chute.  No, it means mixing the 
concrete, stone, water, and sand on the ground to be shoveled into the correct spot.  But even this was not the 
biggest problem.  The biggest problem to him was that he had to work with Americans.  To many Dominicans, 
the Americans are viewed as lazy know-it-alls who like to tell them what to do, but not help with the work.   
 I am thankful to say that at the end of the day our team had made a difference in 
this man’s view of Americans, and more importantly of Christians.  You see at the end of 
the day when you serve someone, you are not just serving that person, you are following 
the words of Christ as he instructs us to serve one another and live out our faith.  When 
you do that, you have no idea what your testimony 
can accomplish. Rev. Stuart J. Burton 

CrossTown Arcade Campus Pastor 
sburton@crosstownalliance.com 
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 EVANGELISM     

   CONNECTION 

 This past Wednesday, March 18, I 

woke up early and couldn’t get back to sleep 

because I started thinking about the corona-

virus that had begun spreading very rapidly 

first in China, but then in Italy, Spain, and in 

America.  What struck me, is that there’s a 

high probability that this pandemic will reach 

our cities and villages and that people we 

know will die because of it! 

 If people we know will die, we need 

to try to reach them with the gospel, right? —

the good news of eternal salvation through 

Jesus Christ.  We need to get ready, and be 

ready, to snatch lost souls “from the fire and 

save them!” (Jude 23)  But who?  Which 

ones?  God knows, and He cares.  So, you 

and I need to take the time to pray, and seek 

the Holy Spirit to reveal to us, to whom we 

should reach out and offer “the words of 

eternal life” (John 6:68). 

 I believe we should approach this as 

a gospel opportunity!  Yes, these sure are 

crazy times, with “unprecedented” things 

going on, but, this isn’t a surprise to God. I 

actually think this is an answer to prayer.  

I’ve been praying for something to “wake 

people up—whatever it takes!”  This nation 

and this world are in need of a major 

wakeup call, and this might be the wake up 

of our lifetime.  Remember Mordecai’s words 

to Queen Esther, “And who knows but that 

you have come to royal position for such a 

time as this?” (4:14).  That’s why we need to 

be bold NOW, because like I said, there’s a 

high probability that people we know will die 

from this virus.  We need a sense of urgency!  

But first we need to pray, and listen, and DO 

what the Holy Spirits prompts us to do.  And 

as leaders in God’s kingdom work, we need 

to challenge and motivate God’s people un-

der our care… to pray, and listen, and DO 

what the Holy Spirits prompts THEM to do. 

 This may be my last Evangelism Con-

nection article, so I’m committed to using 

this opportunity to communicate and chal-

lenge our district to be bold, and not miss 

this opportunity. 

 As John Stumbo stated recently, 

“Fear is spreading faster than the virus itself.  

I don’t want to shame those who feel fear, 

but let’s look at it closely and let it lead us to 

the Lord. What are we really afraid of—the 

loss of a loved one? … The loss of income? 

… The loss of our own life?” May God free 

each of us from ALL fears because we are 

firmly trusting in the One who has a plan to 

bring everything together, to accomplish His 

purposes in the world, and to eventually 

bring forth and reveal His eternal kingdom, 

the Kingdom of His Son. 

 So, let’s be ready to offer the tools 

that have been entrusted to us—His Spirit, 

and His powerful, all-sufficient Word. 

 Those who fear… need to learn of His 

peace.  Therefore Isaiah 26:3-4 (and other 

verses) remind us that… “You will keep in 

perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, 

because he trusts in You.  Trust in Yahweh 

forever, for Yahweh, Yahweh, is the Rock 

eternal.”  I’ve been offering the “Steps to 

Peace with God” tract right and left, and no-

body has turned one down.  It seems to be 

hitting that nail well. And that’s why, on 

March 18th, I ordered 500 more copies of 

“Steps to Peace with God” from the BGEA. 

 For those who fear death… Psalm 

23:4-6 might be on point for that: “Even 

though I walk through the valley of the shad-

ow of death, I will fear no evil, for You are 

with me; Your rod and Your staff, they com-

fort me.  You prepare a table before me in 

the presence of my enemies.  You anoint my 

head with oil; my cup overflows.  Surely good-

ness and love will follow me all the days of 

my life, and I will dwell in the house of Yah-

weh forever.”  The antidotes for fear are 

trust and hope in God. 

 The most important outcome of this 

coronavirus could be... that many people will 

be drawn closer to Jesus.  

Let’s pray and work toward 

that result. 

Rev. David M. Prahst 
Senior Pastor Nelliston, NY 

vac1@frontiernet.net 

mailto:vac1@frontiernet.net
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Terri Groh 
Alliance Women Director 

 I have a young adult daughter and because I do and I want to stay connected, I 
listen to her music every now and then. There is a song by Andra Day called Rise Up 
that I especially like. The words of the first verse and chorus are: 
 
You're broken down and tired 
Of living life on a merry go round 
And you can't find the fighter 
But I see it in you so we gonna walk it out 
And move mountains 
We gonna walk it out 
And move mountains 
 
And I'll rise up, I'll rise like the day 
I'll rise up, I'll rise unafraid 
I'll rise up, and I'll do it a thousand times again 
And I'll rise up, high like the waves 
I'll rise up, in spite of the ache 
I'll rise up, And I'll do it a thousands times again 
For you 
 
 Can you relate? I know I know some days I feel broken down and tired, espe-
cially in a pandemic that I didn’t see coming. There have been a few days when I’ve 
woken up and really wanted to pull the covers back over my head. I think, “I didn’t sign 
up for this, Lord!” 
 
 Yet as leaders in the church, we need to rise and lead by example. But unlike 
the song, we don’t have to do it by sheer willpower. We aren’t rising up in our own 
strength. We have the Lord giving us the courage, the strength and energy to lead our 
people through this crisis. 
 
 I know many of you may be feeling tired and like you are on a merry-go-round 
you can’t get off but stay strong. Be the example the people in your congregation need. 
Show them what it means to live a faith-filled life in the middle of fear and panic. And 
even though this is a time when church leaders are being stretched to the limit, don’t 
neglect your own time with the Lord. More than ever, we need to be grounded in the 
Word and prayer so we can, in turn, help those entrusted to us. 
 
 Rise up, Church! Keep the faith! 

RISE UP, CHURCH 
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THE NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT  

OF THE C&MA 

6275 Pillmore Drive 

Rome, NY  13440 

Phone: 315-336-4720 

Fax: 315-336-0347 
 

 

 

 

 

Contact via E-mail  

office@nedcma.org 

 
District Superintendent  

David B. Linn 

dlinn@nedcma.org 
 

Barbara S. Linn 

barb.linn@twc.com 
 

Assist. to DS/Missions Mobilizer 

David M. Murphy 

dmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Ministry Specialist 

Sally V. Fry 

sfry@nedcma.org 
 

Executive Assistant 

Tracy M. Murphy 

tmurphy@nedcma.org 
 

Disciplemaking Specialist 

Lisa L. Vogan 

lvogan@nedcma.org 
 

District Bookkeeper 

Edward W. Lyau 

elyau@nedcma.org 
 

Alliance Women Director 

Terri A. Groh 

terrigroh@yahoo.com 

 

The NED Web 
nedcma.org 

         April 

1 
Disciplemaking Committee Mtg. 
Livestream via zoom, 10:00 AM 

2 
Evangelism Committee 
Teleconference, 3:00 PM  

7 
Ord/Cons In-Service Training 
Livestream via zoom, 10:00 AM 

10 Good Friday—District Closed 

12 Happy Easter! 

16 
Missions Committee Meeting 
Livestream via zoom, 10:00 AM  

21 
LO&CC Meeting, 9:30 AM 
Livestream via zoom 

POST- 
PONED 

AW Spring Refresh 
Auburn Holiday Inn 

24-25 
Bible Quizzing District Finals 
TBD 

27 NED Connection Items Due 

          May 

5 
CMTeam Meeting, 10:00 AM 
Livestream via zoom 

POST- 
PONED 

89
th

 Annual District and Prayer 
Conference (Business Year) 
Horseheads, NY 

25 Memorial Day—District Closed 

26 NED Connection Items Due 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NED Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday 
8:30 AM-4:30 PM 

Friday 
8:30 AM –2:30 PM 

NED RESOURCES BULLETIN BOARD 

Calendar 

“Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And 

behold, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age.” ~Jesus 

(Matthew 28:19-20) 

District Prayer Chain 
Lorraine Regnier 

District Prayer Coordinator 
Prayer requests will be distributed 

throughout the Northeastern District 
family by contacting Lorraine directly 

at lorregnier@aol.com 
or 518-356-1098. 

NED Connection Articles 
for the May edition are  
due by April 27, 2020. 

office@nedcma.org 

Membership Certificates 
Please contact the 

District Office at 
315-336-4720 Ext. 201 
or office@nedcma.org 

to request church  
membership certificates. 

District Bible Quizzing 
Claudine Campbell 

District Quiz Coordinator 
607-529-8879 cell 

claudine@northeasternquizzing.org 


