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 When I first read The Lord of the Rings by J.R.R. Tolkien I read it like the young man I was.  I 

had been trained to focus on the action by having read dozens of Hardy Boys adventure stories.  The 

Hardy Boys books have no prologue, no scene setting to speak of, they just jump right into the action 

with something like: "Chet called out in alarm at the sight of the burning car.  It was upside down in the 

ditch, with his best friends, the Hardy brothers, inside.  Flames were beginning to lick at the gas tank." 

 

 I just made that up, but you get the idea.  And when a Hardy Boys novel was done, it stopped 

with the action or a short denouement: "And they all went out for hamburgers." Bang!  All over.  So I 

was perplexed to discover that The Lord of the Rings went on for many chapters after Frodo successfully 

cast the ring of power into the fires of Mount Doom and defeated the evil ruler, Sauron.  From my 

perspective it should then have read: "And Gandalf took them all out for hamburgers." 

 

 In the ending of both the book and the extended version of the film, there is a long section 

focused on two characters who were important but whom we underestimated.  For many hundreds of 

pages we do not even know that a muddy-booted Strider is actually the prophesied king of Middle Earth, 

heir of a race of kings, who is living in obscurity and working for the restoration of the kingdom he will 

inherit.  We see, after the action-adventure portion of the story is over, his coronation, his marriage to 

the beautiful Arwen, their presentation as King and Queen of Gondor, and the royal honoring of the 

Hobbits who had played such a crucial role in the saving of the world. 

 

 And we all chafe.  We identified with Frodo Baggins, bearer of the ring, and his quest.  His story 

is very individualistic, and that's what we are.  Aragorn's story is about him but it is also about 

momentous events in Middle Earth, namely, the end of the so-called Third Age and the inauguration of 

the Fourth Age which was prophesied to be an era of great peace under the new king.  The story of the 

world, at least as represented in that imaginary world, turns out to be vastly larger than that of Sam and 

Frodo trudging into Mordor to destroy the ring.  It is a story of everything, in which the Hobbits play 

only a part.  They are honored magnificently, but the focus of the world turns to the new king and queen.  

Frodo goes back to his Hobbit hole to write the story of his adventure.  Sam returns to the Shire to 

marry, start a family, and take up his old job again.  And we all feel like we have had the air let out of us 

because we were not focused on the coming king. 

 

THE FAMILIAR YET UNFAMILIAR KING JESUS, LORD OF ALL 

 

 We have the same problem with the story of redemption found in the Bible.  Let us take the first 

few lines of the most familiar prayer in the West to illustrate the issue.  After telling the disciples not to 

pray with meaningless repetition, Jesus told them what he wanted: "Pray, then, in this way: /'Our 

Father who is in heaven, /Hallowed be Your name. /Your kingdom come. /Your will be done, /On 

earth as it is in heaven" (Matthew 6:9-10).  Notice that the prayer model given by Jesus Christ does not 

begin with how we are feeling today, what our troubles are, or what we think we need.  The model Jesus 

gave insists that we start with the centrality of God the Father, who dwells in heaven in unapproachable 
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light.  It insists that we acknowledge his holiness by hallowing his name, and that we focus on 

something monumentally larger than ourselves, namely, the coming of his kingdom.  What is the mark 

of that kingdom?  That God's will is done, that his authority and rule are implicitly followed.  And where 

does that kingdom exist?  On earth--but not yet! 

 

 We could spend a lot of time discussing the immense subject of the kingdom of God.  Certainly, 

the present form of the kingdom is the rule of Christ in the lives of those who have placed their hope in 

him.  This is sometimes called the "mystery" form of the kingdom, since Christ is not physically present 

on the earth.  But another very familiar Scripture speaks of Christ as heir to a far more comprehensive 

kingdom, spoken by the angel who announced Christ's coming to his mother, Mary: "The angel said to 

her, 'Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in 

your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the 

Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; and He will 

reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end'" (Luke 1:30-33). 

 

 Let's gather up our facts so far.  The daily prayer of a believer in Jesus Christ is supposed to 

include the coming of the kingdom of God the Father on earth, down here where the thunder roars and 

the dirt is kicked up by the wind.  Jesus Christ came to earth as the Son of that Most High Father, and 

the Father has promised to give him the throne of David.  From that throne he will reign over Israel--

here called the house of Jacob--forever.  This raises important questions.  When will that be?  It has not 

happened yet.  Where is that throne going to be?  Where will Israel be when Christ is ruling over them?  

Finally, we see that the kingdom of God and his Christ will have neither a limit of extent nor duration.  

That will mean that he will also be ruling over redeemed Gentiles, and apparently, everyone and 

everything else. 

 

 Many of us have simply become used to language like the above verses as religious talk, 

meaning that it expresses honor to Christ but we don't really expect a literal fulfillment.  Besides, it 

seems to be less about us than our form of religion makes us accustomed.  Because we are--like all 

Westerners--individualists, things which are global like Christ's kingdom come to earth seem less real to 

us.  We are Frodo Baggins, carrying our load of sorrows from day to day, just hoping to dump them 

somewhere eventually.  And while we are laboring under our load, thinking about how much it causes 

us to sweat, the King of Kings is methodically working toward the very goal for which he commanded 

us to pray: "Your kingdom come. /Your will be done, /On earth as it is in heaven" -- right down 

here, where the snow falls and the waterfalls thunder. 

 

A LAND, A PEOPLE, A BLESSING, A RELATIONSHIP, AND A MISSION 

 

 The roots of the future messianic age can be seen clearly in the covenant God made with 

Abraham: "Now the LORD said to Abram, /'Go forth from your country, /And from your relatives 

/And from your father's house, /To the land which I will show you; /And I will make you a great 

nation, /And I will bless you, /And make your name great; /And so you shall be a blessing; /And I 

will bless those who bless you, /And the one who curses you I will curse. /And in you all the 

families of the earth will be blessed'" (Genesis 12:1-3).  It is customary to list the provisions of the 

Abrahamic covenant as three, but our present knowledge of the history of Israel followed by the history 

of the church leads me to suggest five.  These five provisions are promises of things which God swears 
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to do by his own name, since he cannot swear by any higher.  God promised Abraham and his 

descendants a land, a people, a blessing, a relationship with himself, and a mission to the Gentiles. 

 

 Israel received the promised land as they drove out the Canaanites before them, though they have 

never yet possessed all the land which God promised.  Abraham indeed became a great people, 

numbering in the many millions.  Their history is among the most amazing, since after thousands of 

years of persecution and scattering among the nations, they remain a people to this day.  And so they 

must, by God's will and plan, in order to enter the future kingdom with their Messiah. 

 

 Abraham was promised that the hand of God would be at work through the ages to bless his 

people.  That same hand also judged his people repeatedly, as an act of fatherly discipline.  Though my 

suggested fourth provision is not able to be summarized by any specific phrase in this passage, the entire 

covenant proposes the offer of a relationship between God and man.  The history of redemption reveals 

that that relationship has gone and will go through massive changes as to its nature, but the core of it is 

always the same.  Faith is the necessary and sole requirement in every age, since we are sin-damaged 

and God alone is righteous. 

 

 Finally, I suggest, the fifth provision is found in the bottom line of this covenant and must not be 

missed: "And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed."  At the very inception of the people 

of Israel, still hidden in the loins of Abraham, there was the clear statement that the blessings of this 

covenant would not remain only with Israel.  The nations, meaning the Gentiles, or non-Israelite 

peoples, were included in this covenant as well.  The provisions would be mediated through Israel both 

in history and through the birth of the Messiah to the tribe of Judah, but the whole world was always in 

view.  The primary features of the future messianic age consist in the Lord fulfilling these five 

provisions of the Abrahamic covenant in time and space where you and I live.  Everywhere in Old 

Testament prophecy we see these same promises of a land, a people, a blessing, a relationship, and the 

fulfillment of the mission of Israel, the ultimate inclusion of the Gentiles. 

 

THE ONLY WAY AN EARTHLY KINGDOM OF GOD CAN COME 

 

 Think about this for a moment.  If there is going to be an earthly kingdom of Christ, how exactly 

will that happen?  What will happen to the existing earthly kingdoms?  Those rulers will not just hand 

over their authority to someone else--even God. 

 

 We turn to the book of Daniel to find the answer to our question.  King Nebuchadnezzar had a 

dream and demanded that his magicians, diviners, and soothsayers tell him both the content of the dream 

and its interpretation.  None of them could do it.  The king became enraged and sent soldiers to kill all of 

the wise men.  Daniel prayed for God to give him the answer, and he did: "You, O king, were looking 

and behold, there was a single great statue; that statue, which was large and of extraordinary 

splendor, was standing in front of you, and its appearance was awesome. The head of that statue 

was made of fine gold, its breast and its arms of silver, its belly and its thighs of bronze, its legs of 

iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. You continued looking until a stone was cut out 

without hands, and it struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and crushed them. Then the 

iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were crushed all at the same time and became 

like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away so that not a trace 

of them was found. But the stone that struck the statue became a great mountain and filled the 
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whole earth" (Daniel 2:31-35). 

 

 Then Daniel gave the interpretation.  Each of the materials in the statue in the king's dream 

represented an earthly empire which rises in history and shatters the one which came before it.  We will 

not study their identities here, but the conclusion of the dream is crucial to understanding the coming 

kingdom of Christ: "In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will 

never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an 

end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever. Inasmuch as you saw that a stone was 

cut out of the mountain without hands and that it crushed the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver 

and the gold, the great God has made known to the king what will take place in the future; so the 

dream is true and its interpretation is trustworthy" (Daniel 2:44-45).  Let us not mistake the 

significance of the dream.  In the days when remnants of all these earthly kingdoms are present, the 

kingdom of Christ will come like a meteor from heaven and smash them all.  That stone will not have 

been made by human hands, it will take over the whole earth, and it will never be overturned by any 

other kingdom. 

 

 I find it perplexing that many interpreters of Scripture throughout church history have done 

violence to the meaning of this passage.  We have a clear statement that we are dealing with earthly 

kingdoms and human rulers.  The stone out of heaven which smashes them all must land on the earth if 

words mean anything.  Many interpreters have said: "Well, yes, Christ came to earth and his rule 

supersedes all others because he rules in the hearts of men."  Yes, he does rule in the hearts of those who 

trust him, but it is unwarranted to switch from earthly rule to spiritual rule--the mystery form of the 

kingdom.  Why? Because in the church age, where Christ rules over hearts, those earthly kingdoms have 

not been smashed!  Although they have fallen, their remnants are still with us and they must rise again in 

order to be smashed "all at the same time" by the kingdom of God.  Christ's first coming simply does 

not fulfill the terms of this prophecy. 

 

 How else do we know that this prophecy of God's kingdom on earth has not yet been fulfilled?  

Christ, in his first coming, did not come as the conquering Messiah, but as the suffering servant.  He 

ministered for three years with wisdom and power, and yet did not smash anything.  No earthly kingdom 

came tumbling down because of Christ's incarnation.  This caused great confusion at his first coming. 

 

 Those of us who are alive today and believe in Christ have the benefit of understanding his first 

coming.  We know that there are many Old Testament prophecies which Christ did not fulfill at that 

time.  That is the reason, along with truckloads of prophecies given in the New Testament, that we are 

looking for his Second Coming when everything will be fulfilled.  For them not to be fulfilled means 

one of two things: Either God cannot be trusted to do what he promised, or words do not mean anything.  

If either of those is true then we are lost, and we should proceed with: "Eat, drink, and be merry, for 

tomorrow we die," as so many have chosen to do. 

 

 But the prophecy of Revelation 11:15 says: "Then the seventh angel sounded; and there were 

loud voices in heaven, saying, 'The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord 

and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever.'"  The only way that future reality can come to 

pass is if Christ uses his divine omnipotence to demolish the corrupt world system with its kingdoms 

and replace it with his own. 
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THE KINGDOM COMES WHEN THE KING COMES BACK TO EARTH 

 

 So how exactly does the earth with which we are familiar, where clouds skirt across the sky and 

waves pound the beach, become the kingdom of Christ?  The kingdom comes when the king comes back 

to earth.  Revelation 19 paints a picture of a Christ who is unfamiliar to us, who fulfills two- and three-

thousand year old prophecies of an earthly kingdom: "And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white 

horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages 

war.  His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written 

on Him which no one knows except Himself. He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His 

name is called The Word of God. And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white 

and clean, were following Him on white horses. From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that 

with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads 

the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. And on His robe and on His thigh He has 

a name written, 'KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS'" (Revelation 19:11-16). 

 

 The account continues: "And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies 

assembled to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army. And the beast 

was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he 

deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these 

two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone. And the rest were killed 

with the sword which came from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse, and all the birds were 

filled with their flesh" (Revelation 19:19-21). 

 

 This is the account, one of many, of the kingdom of God coming on the earth.  It comes when the 

King returns in person.  A crucial phrase is that "He will rule them with a rod of iron..."  It says 

literally that he will "shepherd" the nations of this world with a rod of iron.  That is what kings do, and 

this King will rule them all.  He will, unlike any human ruler the world has ever seen, be faithful, true, 

and righteous in all his dealings.  Because he is the Word of God, he will rule according to that word, 

depicted as a sword coming from his mouth, the sword of the Spirit of God. 

 

 This King has gone to the trouble to give this very word by which he will rule on earth to 

mankind in the sixty-six books of the canonical Bible.  He has preserved that life-giving word 

throughout history so that we might all know what he wants us to know about himself and about the 

world he has made. 

 

THE FIRST TERRA-REFORMATION 

 

 Because the earth is hopelessly defiled by sin, and even more because the earth's surface will be 

blasted by the Lord in retribution during the Day of the Lord, it must be remade before it can be 

governed by the ruler called the Holy One.  This is the first of two terra-reformations, one to begin the 

millennial kingdom and one a thousand years later to begin the eternal state.  So says Isaiah: "For 

behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; /And the former things will not be remembered or 

come to mind" (Isaiah 65:17).  In this first of two terra-formations the Lord completely renovates the 

earth to make it suitable for his presence, his people, and his reign.  The damaged things of the earth as 

we know it today will be repaired, the stain of sin will be scoured away, and the beauty with which God 

made this planet will be restored. 
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 An examination of the following verses of Isaiah's prophecy confirm that this cannot be the 

remaking of the earth which is described by John in Revelation 21:1.  Isaiah's prophecy says that people 

will be born and will die: "No longer will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, /Or an 

old man who does not live out his days; /For the youth will die at the age of one hundred /And the 

one who does not reach the age of one hundred /Will be thought accursed" (Isaiah 65:20).  In John's 

vision of the new Jerusalem there is no death: "...And He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; 

and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; 

the first things have passed away" (Revelation 21:4).  That means that there must be two terra-

reformations of the earth and two new Jerusalems, one related to the millennium and one the eternal 

state. 

 

 What will this renovated earth be like?  Isaiah continues: "And the wolf will dwell with the 

lamb, /And the leopard will lie down with the young goat, /And the calf and the young lion and the 

fatling together; /And a little boy will lead them. /Also the cow and the bear will graze, /Their 

young will lie down together, /And the lion will eat straw like the ox. /The nursing child will play 

by the hole of the cobra, /And the weaned child will put his hand on the viper's den. /They will not 

hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain..." (Isaiah 11:6-9a).  Although history can never go 

backwards, there will be a restoration of certain conditions which were normal on earth before the fall of 

mankind into sin.  There will be peace between animals, and between animals and mankind.  Animals 

we think of as carnivores will revert to their pre-fall diet as herbivores. 

 

THE RULE OF THE KING OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 

 

 Crucial to understanding why this must be true is found in the last phrase of Isaiah 11:9: "For 

the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD /As the waters cover the sea."  All of creation, 

the entire great chain of being, will take its form from the guiding influence of the Lord.  Why?  Because 

he will be here as the perfect ruler the world has never seen and for which it has always yearned.  His 

personal presence changes everything.  Isaiah starts chapter eleven with a glorious and hope inspiring 

picture of this Coming King: "Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, /And a branch from 

his roots will bear fruit. /The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, /The spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, /The spirit of counsel and strength, /The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 

LORD. /And He will delight in the fear of the LORD, /And He will not judge by what His eyes see, 

/Nor make a decision by what His ears hear; /But with righteousness He will judge the poor, /And 

decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; /And He will strike the earth with the rod of His 

mouth, /And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked. /Also righteousness will be the belt 

about His loins, /And faithfulness the belt about His waist" (Isaiah 11:1-5). 

 

 Messiah Jesus is described as a shoot which springs out of the stem of Jesse.  Some translations 

say "stump," which helps us see that the line of Davidic kings had been cut off in Israel.  There were no 

such left at the time Christ came, and yet he was born to Jesse's tribe, the tribe of Judah (Luke 3:32).  

The Spirit of the Lord descended upon him like a dove, and all the attributes of deity were upon him, 

expressed in limited form by his perfect humanity.  Yet this prophecy shoots right past the first advent of 

Christ to picture him ruling absolutely and governing the world with fairness and righteousness.  The 

mouths of everyone making excuse for sin will be shut, and he will be the one to shut them.  He will 

express the omnipotent power of God to slay the wicked.  Humans will still have a free will, but wrong 
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choices will not be tolerated in the millennial kingdom.  It goes without saying that nothing like this has 

yet happened, and so we are looking forward in time.  This prophecy was seven centuries old at Christ's 

first advent, it is now 2700 years old, and it has yet to be fulfilled.  Either God is a liar or a failure, or 

else there must be a millennial kingdom of Christ to fulfill his promises. 

 

THE FINAL REGATHERING AND SALVATION OF ISRAEL 

 

 The millennial reign of the Prince of Peace will bring the final regathering and the long-awaited 

salvation of Israel, as Paul the apostle wrote, quoting Isaiah: "...And so all Israel will be saved; just as 

it is written, 'THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE 

UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB. THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, WHEN I TAKE 

AWAY THEIR SINS'" (Romans 11:26-27, caps in original). 

 

 Isaiah prophesies that very regathering, after millennia of dispersion among the nations in the 

Diaspora: "Then it will happen on that day that the Lord /Will again recover the second time with 

His hand /The remnant of His people, who will remain, /From Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, 

Elam, Shinar, Hamath, /And from the islands of the sea. /And He will lift up a standard for the 

nations /And assemble the banished ones of Israel, /And will gather the dispersed of Judah /From 

the four corners of the earth" (Isaiah 11:11-12).  I believe that we are seeing the beginnings of the 

regathering even now, beginning in the last century as millions of Jewish people returned to Israel to 

form the first Israeli state in almost two thousand years! 

 

 And yet the regeneration, the redemption, and the final atonement for Israel has not yet been 

received by the nation.  It is officially a secular state today, which nevertheless contains many practicing 

Jews and a number of Messianic Jews which would probably surprise us.  It is also desperately trying to 

establish peace by military and political means.  Recently Israel withdrew from the Gaza strip to the loss 

of many Israeli settlements and businesses, hoping this would placate the Palestinians.  Within a short 

time, the tenuous government there had been overturned and rule had ended up in the hands of the 

terrorist organization Hamas.  In the few short years since that transition it is estimated that many 

thousands of rockets have been fired indiscriminately from Gaza into Israel to terrorize the population. 

 

The prophecies tell us that all human attempts to bring peace to Israel will fail.  Her people will 

ultimately be delivered only by Yeshua Hamashiach, protected through the attacks of Antichrist and the 

judgments of the Day of the Lord, and be brought in their normal bodies as believers into the millennial 

reign of Christ on the earth. 

 

BRINGING BACK THE KING 

 

 This train of logic leads to an understanding of what those who already believe in this coming 

King should be doing.  A statement made by Christ in Matthew 24:14 has become a rallying cry for 

many of us: "This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all 

the nations, and then the end will come" (Matthew 24:14).  As amazing as it seems, you and I have 

been given a part in bringing back our King to earth and ushering in his kingdom.  We have been 

assigned the task of preaching the good news of Christ to every nation.  Christ made this explicit in his 

post-resurrection appearances to his disciples, such as this statement from Luke's gospel: "...And He 

said to them, 'Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise again from the dead the 
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third day, and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the 

nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending 

forth the promise of My Father upon you..." (Luke 24:46-49a). 

 

 Preaching this gospel of the kingdom to the whole world is on us, and no one else.  Our 

enterprise has a part in bringing back our King.  He promised to come back for us and to set up his 

kingdom here on earth, where the corn grows and baby birds chirp from their nests.  If that is true, then, 

as the founder of The Christian and Missionary Alliance insisted, we must examine every aspect of our 

personal lives and our local church to be certain that we are doing our part to lead people to a saving 

knowledge of Christ and ultimately bring back the King. 

 

 Here's the point: We have a kingdom perspective to hold in our minds as we trudge though life 

with our burdens around our necks.  We are part of massive movement of history which will culminate 

in our gathering to be with our Lord forever.  But the sweep of redemptive history will not be finished.  

The judgment upon sinners and the renovation of the earth will proceed after we have been raptured.  

When the earth has been washed of the stains of sin and the Great Tribulation the rule of Christ will 

commence, right here where we are mowing our lawns and raking leaves. 

 

 We must fight our Western individuality in order buy into the goals of the kingdom of God.  Let 

us tell the Christians who have never believed in a coming earthly kingdom of Christ that it will be so by 

his almighty power.  It only makes sense.  The earth belongs to him.  He is its rightful ruler.  He also 

explicitly promised Israel that he would return to restore them and to be their Messiah, here on earth.  As 

the Scripture says: "God is not a man, that He should lie, /Nor a son of man, that He should repent; 

/Has He said, and will He not do it? /Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?" (Numbers 

23:19). 

 

 The story of believers in Christ does not end with the rapture.  It does not end with: "And Jesus 

took them all out for hamburgers."  Let us pray the prayer he taught us to pray: "Our Father who is in 

heaven, /Hallowed be Your name. /Your kingdom come. /Your will be done, /On earth as it is in 

heaven." 

 

 And perhaps this study has caused you to realize that the world is headed toward a future 

messianic age with a King who is above all kings—and you do not know him.  What you decide to do 

with the knowledge you have just received will decide your fate when he arrives to take possession of 

his earth.  This King has already sent word to you by royal messenger: Get honest with the reality of 

your sins, repent of them, receive the atonement of Christ, bow to your new King, and start getting ready 

for his arrival! 

 
[Morgantown, 2010; Horseheads, D&PC, 4.12.21] 

 

[clip from Lord of the Rings, The Return of the King, extended edition, disc 2, 1:35:00 to 1:37:07 (or1:40:10 for longer version), starting at the beginning of 
ch. 38, Aragorn is crowned as the Fourth Age begins] 


