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Most readers of these reflections grew up in the church surrounded by like-minded friends and 
acquaintances.  Perhaps the experience is so routine that we usually consider it just that – 
routine.  However, events occur in our lives that cause deeper consideration of our relationship 
with God and the concept of eternity.  The death of a parent, other family member or close 
friend can cause a sharp focus on these concepts.  We realize our loved one will indeed live 
forever in Heaven and we take comfort in that. But there is a much deeper, more acute 
awareness that develops – a point at which our religious beliefs and foundations become the 
most important aspect of our life.  That is when the end of life becomes personal. 
 
From 1944 (tonsils) through most of 2020, I never spent a night in a hospital.  In fact, I rarely 
saw a doctor.  But in November of 2020 I developed a condition which, if untreated, could have 
been fatal.  When faced with such facts, and with hospital time to reflect, one’s focus on Christ 
and salvation take on a most intense level of awareness.  Not just a relationship you read about, 
or hear sermons about, or discuss intellectually with others in a religious setting, but one you 
realize directly affects you.  Nothing beams more clearly or more intensely than when the whole 
idea of forever becomes totally personal.   
 
Years of Sunday School and church attendance lay the basis for this realization.  What great 
comfort lies in the knowledge that Jesus and eternity are real.  It also becomes clear at this time 
just how much we need the friendship and support of family, friends, and fellow Christians.  As 
independent and self-supporting as one might feel, there comes a time when dependence on 
others and a reliance on God stares you right in the eye. 

 


