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2020 was a year of change, challenges and trials which tested my faith, my strength 
and my security.   My experience resembles that of many others who had their small 
businesses impacted by mandatory shutdowns due to the spread of COVID-19.   The 
struggle of suddenly losing my sole source of income and being unable to pay my bills 
was new and overwhelming to me.  Thankfully my business was able to reopen, albeit 
with restrictions and costly protocols.   
 
Just as I was getting my bearings from the storm of COVID, I received the devastating 
late night phone call that my mother had passed away unexpectedly.  The travel 
restrictions, limitations on gatherings, and social distancing exacerbated the shock of 
her loss. I was in the biggest storm of my life, lonely and lost. 
 
I turned to God during this trying time as my source of guidance, strength and peace 
knowing that I could not go it alone. As a result, I witnessed His hands taking care of me 
and answering my prayers.   God delivered the silver lining in the midst of the storm by 
blessing me in countless ways.  I was able to work through the business issues with a 
financial gift from the RTR Angel Fund and the support of wonderful clients and friends.   
Unexpectedly and without a request, a friend offered me a temporary job which relieved 
the pressure of making ends meet.  
 
Friends, who are like family, blessed me by supporting me and just being there for me 
as I grieved for my mother.  I found peace working/volunteering with Heart of the 
Foothills animal rescue surrounded by the love of God’s special fur babies. 
 
In all the storms of life, God is our refuge and strength. I am more fully aware that I can 
always turn to Him in times of trouble, and that regardless of how bad things may seem, 
God is always with me.   
 
The salvation of the righteous comes from the Lord; he is their stronghold in time of 
trouble.  The Lord helps them and delivers them; he delivers them from the wicked and 
saves them, because they take refuge in him.  Psalm 37:39-40     


