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Most folks don't know this about me because it's not something I advertise, but I have never 
enjoyed reading, so I had barely finished a book in my life and I certainly didn't read for fun. The 
Bible wasn't really an exception to this. I enjoyed digging into Sunday School (Thank you Joe 
Hughes, Don Ledbetter and Terry Honeycutt!) but most of the week, I didn't pick up the Bible. 
But life during a pandemic has allowed me to explore where God might be nudging me.  
 
Towards the end of 2019 I was struggling to find purpose. With God calling me, I set out to 
change my habits. As a fairly technical person, I chose to use the Bible App on my phone or 
iPad because it would give me notifications, kinda like God pinging me to help set goals. I have 
tried this before but to no avail; what would be different this time? To start out, not a whole lot. I 
was a little better – on average about every other day – about heeding the notifications and 
following through with setting out time for myself to connect with God. Not a bad start, but I also 
wasn't meeting the goal I had set. 
 
In April I was sick and required a couple days in the hospital. My plans to read the Bible daily 
went out the window for a month or so while I recovered. I would love to say I leaned on God’s 
Word then, but it was God’s people that shed His light for me. My wife and this church family, 
who has been there for my entire adult life, sent cards and prayers my way, and there was no 
question I could feel the love! After I was feeling better, you inspired me to meet my goals and 
have since been able to make time daily to commune with God. I am currently on day 343 of 
completing The New Testament in a year.  
 
As God spoke to me, I was able to have the type of conversations I think Penny has longed for, 
for years. My newfound passion for God’s word and the “New Testament in a Year” plan I was 
using led us to begin a family Bible study. We have been able to deliberately bring God to the 
center of our time together each evening. Thanks to those of you (John Blanton, in particular) 
who put these notions in my head when it seemed to be a “pie in the sky” idea. Teenagers don't 
always want to engage, but deliberate God-centered conversations and reading has helped us 
build stronger relationships with each other as well as God.  
 
Starting in the Gospels, Jesus asks us to serve others, and this became truer than ever for me 
this year. Your kindness towards me has pushed me to want to serve you in the church. I have 
been assisting with the audio-visual production since my first days attending around 1999, both 
because I was drawn to technology and because Penny’s Grandpa, Robert Watson, performed 
this ministry for many years. While it was always nice to be able to help others worship with the 
talents God provided me, over the last year, it gave me a place to go safely outside of my home 
while helping others. I say outside of my home because I have worked from home since March, 
and the escape weekly gave me even more to look forward to – not to mention teaching and 
serving alongside my son, Jeff, and Peter Moore.  
 
Thank you church family for being one of the rocks of 2020 for me. I know many of you have 
missed being at church in person just as I missed all of you. I hope that this body of God’s 
people in some form or fashion can be a foundation in your walk with Christ as it has been for 
me. If not, how can I help? 

 


