
From Pastor Tim: 
In consultation with the Deacon Council and the Ministerial Staff, all church 
services/activities/events are cancelled through the end of April.  
  
As you can imagine, this was a very difficult decision to make during the midst of an 
unprecedented situation. Ultimately, the decision was mine, but not without input from others. 
Now is the time that we learn to love one another while separated from one another. Now is 
the time that we learn what it means to lay down our own desires for the greater good of the 
least of these, our neighbors, one another and our community. In deciding not to meet 
together, my hope is that we will contribute to local, state, national and global efforts to 
minimize the threat of a possible COVID-19 Pandemic. 
  
As followers of Jesus Christ, it is important that in critical moments in history that we reflect the 
character of Jesus Christ and the nature of the Kingdom of God. During a crisis, we do not 
cringe. Rather, we trust Christ. To that end, the congregation of the First Baptist Church, 
Rutherfordton, pledges that we will respond to a possible COVID-19 pandemic in a manner that 
best reflects the tradition of those who have given their lives to follow Christ, to share the 
gospel and to make manifest the love of God, which fuels our drive to will the best for all. 
  
Practice good habits that limit the spread of the virus 
·         Please wash your hands with warm water and soap for at least 20 seconds. While hand 
sanitizer may help, it is no substitute for regular and thorough handwashing. 
·         Remain home if you have any symptoms of a respiratory illness, such as a runny nose, 
cough, fever, or shortness of breath. Also, remain home if you have a fever, abdominal 
discomfort, vomiting or diarrhea. While you might be able to “tough it out,” others, especially 
those in at-risk categories, might be compromised should they contract any illness, especially 
COVID-19. 
·         While in public, avoid shaking hands, hugging, or close physical contact with others, 
especially those in at-risk categories. 
·         Please cough or sneeze into your sleeve and avoid touching your face. 
·         Respect the recommendations of medical professionals and the state of North Carolina 
  
Prepare to assist those in at-risk categories 
·         The deacons and I will identify those on our Deacon Family list that might need assistance 
and offer help. If you have need of anything, please contact Pastor Tim by phone or email, or 
contact your deacon. We will help with groceries, prescriptions, or any other things that you 
might need during this time. 
·         Remember the impoverished, the mentally ill, the elderly and children in our community. 
They may need our assistance. Check on your neighbor. 
  
 
Support those in positions of authority 



·         None of us have served society during a possible pandemic. We are learning, gathering 
information, processing and making decisions according the information we have, the wisdom 
we’ve gathered and from the leadership of the Lord in our lives. 
·         Please cooperate with national, state and local officials. Their recommendations are to 
prevent the spread of the disease and protect at-risk groups. 
·         Please support the leadership of the church regarding cancelations, postponements, 
changes to our schedule, office hours and our programming. If you have suggestions, please let 
us know. But this is not the time for criticism. We are trying to do the best we can with the 
information that we have. 
·         Please remember that your financial support of the church, even if we should cancel or 
modify our programming, is of utmost importance to our church’s continuing ministry. 
  
Pray 
·         While prayer is not the only thing we need to do as followers of Christ, it is the best thing 
we can do. God is right here with us in the midst of this uncertain time. Please remember the 
health of those in at-risk categories, including, but not limited to, small children and senior 
adults. Please remember health care professionals, who will at greater risk as they serve the 
needs of the sick. Remember the least of these, who are especially vulnerable. Remember 
society, that it will come together and resist the temptation to take advantage of others. 
Remember those who have to make decisions and adjustments due to the virus. Most of all, 
please remember to pray for courage and wisdom. 
  
We will use email, Facebook, the church website, text alerts, and the WLOS-13 cancellation 
system should schedule changes occur. 
 Thank you for your prayerful support, cooperation and understanding amid this crisis. May we 
reflect Jesus Christ and the values of the Kingdom of God going forward. 
 


