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Ever heard the saying, “We make plans, and God laughs?” 
 
While I’m not sure anyone was laughing, I am sure that nothing went according to plan in 2020.  
Unless the plan was to throw everything out the window, spend way too much time alone, and 
eat way too much. 
What stands out the most to me is the number of lives lost:  over 300,000 lost to the pandemic 
at this writing, in the US alone!  As that number continues to climb it gets harder to fully grasp.  
That’s over 300,000 empty seats at the holidays, over 300,000 families that will get less hugs, 
less smiles, more sadness. 
 
My grandmother passed away this year, unrelated to the pandemic.  I wish I had spent more 
time with her. 
 
If I’ve learned anything in 2020, it’s the importance of making the most of the time we have with 
the people we care about.  It’s easy to get caught up in our daily routine and take certain things 
– like people – for granted. 
 
This year knocked us down and forced us to recognize how little we actually control, and how 
quickly things can change. 
 
Now with vaccines on the horizon, it looks like we will be able to leave the darkness of 2020 
behind.  As we struggle to our feet let’s remember two things.  1) It doesn’t cost us much to be 
kind.  2) Take a moment to reach out to our friends and family members to check on them, and 
let them know we care.  We don’t know how much time we have left with them. 
 
“2020 vision” may never mean what it once did.  Maybe it will come to mean:  “A renewed focus 
on what really matters, on people and the moments we have with them.” 
 
When life knocks us down, and everything is dark, let’s remember that we endured 2020 as we 
get back to our feet.   
 
Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy.  When I fall I shall arise.  When I sit in darkness the 
Lord shall be a light unto me. Micah 7:8 

 


