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Rutherfordton, NC 

Sunday, August 9, 2020 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF 
Tim Marsh 

Pastor 
828-755-1616 

timfbcr@gmail.com 
Beth Heffner 

Minister of Music and Administration 
828-980-2761 

bethfbcr@gmail.com 
John Miller 

Minister of Youth and Children 
704-472-5860 

johnfbcr@gmail.com 
Kenneth West 

Organist 
Alison Moore 

Pianist 
Jill Taylor 

Church Receptionist 
jillfbcr@gmail.com 

Debbie Turner 
Financial Secretary 

debbiefbcr@gmail.com 
Garry Cuthbertson 

Custodian 
George Hughes 

Grounds Maintenance 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS OF THE WEEK 
August 9……………...Ella Godfrey 
               ………………..Finn Jones 
August 11…………….Wes Camper 
                ………………..Bob Giles 
                ………………Joey Revis 
August 12…………….Linda Marsh 
                …………..Kristin Heffner 
August 13………...Camille Wheeler 

 
 
 

   FREE FABRIC FACE MASKS AVAILABLE 
   If you are in need of a mask and do not have access 
to masks, please contact Beth (828) 980-2761 and she 
will make one for you free of charge and will deliver 
them to you. 

   If you sew and would like to make some for your family and others, Beth 
would be glad to share the pattern with you.   

 
LOCAL MISSIONS  

   During this time of uncertainty your church staff is looking for ways that 
we can continue to help those in need in our community and still stay safe.  
Beth is continuing to purchase 30 cans of fruit and taking it to Yokefellow 
each much since we can no longer have individuals bringing in the cans.  
Local Missions monies are used to pay for this.  We are looking on using 
Local Mission monies to pull together some food items to help Grace of 
God continue their ministry; we are continuing to offer our Food Pantry 
Ministry; and there is talk of Welcome Table beginning a Food Box Minis-
try.  We are still getting many phone calls asking for other financial needs.  
If you would like to join in this ministry, realizing that our financial re-
sources cannot sustain these types of ministry indefinitely, would you be 
willing to mail in a donation to help with these needs?  If you are, please 
designate that these monies are to go to Local Missions.  Thank you for 
your faithfulness through the years in maintaining the work of the Lord 
through your giving. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
   Congratulations to our Financial Secretary, Debbie Turner, on the birth of 
her 4th grandchild!  Judson “Judd” Michael Turner was born at 11:30 AM 
on Tuesday, July 27.  Proud parents are Michael and Megan Turner and  
Judd has a big brother, Case! 
 

COLLEGE STUDENT INFO 
   We are nearing the time when college stu-
dents are beginning their Fall semester at 
their colleges or universities.  Our Student  
Away Committee and church office would 
like to have any updates on addresses, if 
they have changed colleges,  what year of 
learning they are at present, and how they 
will be learning (remotely at home, all clas-
ses on campus, a combination of the two) in 
order to more readily minister to them.  
Please contact Beth Heffner by Sunday, Au-

gust 23 via email (bethfbcr@gmail.com) or call or text (828-980-2761) with 
this information.  Thank you! 
 
 

 

Records for August 2, 2020 
Budget Requirements...... $8,410.00 
Budget Offering .............. $5,965.00 
Special Offerings ............... $150.00 
Total  ............................. $6,115.00 
 

Budget to Date 
Required by 8-2-20 ..... $370,040.00 
Received by 8-2-20 ..... $391,401.02 
 

Building Fund 
Building Fund…………………..$0 
To Date………………$127,193.36 

GIFTS 
   A monetary donation has been 
made in memory of Mark Mattox to 
the Local Missions Fund from Pam 
Robinson-Newton. 

IN PERSON WORSHIP SIGN-
UPS NO LONGER REQUIRED 

 

    For the past six Sundays, we have 
averaged around twenty people in 
attendance for our in-person wor-
ship.  Our desire is to do the best 
that we can do to provide a mean-
ingful worship experience for those 
who feel comfortable attending in 
person and for those who continue to 
worship online.  Now that we have 
an idea of those interested in attend-
ing, we will discontinue sign-ups.  
At the same time, all other re-
strictions remain in place.  Please 
remember that we will require you 
to wear a mask at all times while in 
the building.  Upon arriving, you 
will receive a quick temp check, a 
dab of hand sanitizer, and your wor-
ship guide.  We will photograph the 
congregation to have a record of 
your visit.  Please do not leave any-
thing in the pews—including the 
worship guide when you leave.  We 
are looking forward to your presence 
this Sunday! 
 

Grace and peace,   
Tim 



PASTOR’S COLUMN 

They sing a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, for 
you were slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for God saints from every 
tribe and language and people and nation; you have made them to be a kingdom 
and priests serving our God, and they will reign on earth." (Revelation 5:9-10, 
NRSV)    
 Mike Wilson was one of the kids in the neighborhood growing up. He 
lived up the street a little bit, and we lived on the circle (it was not fancy enough to 
be a cul de sac). From time to time Wilson (as we called him) would come down 
to play. He was a big kid, gentle and not much of an athlete. But he would come 
and play kickball, tag, video games and hang out pretty much all day in the sum-
mer. Oh, yes, Wilson was a black kid. However, he was one of us and we became 
good friends.  
 One time I invited Wilson to church. My home church was overwhelm-
ingly white, though we had a couple of kids in the youth group who were African 
American. In fact, it was not the first time. But this time was Sunday Morning. I 
remember Wilson wore a “three-piece” suit to church. It was the first time I’d 
heard of such a thing! My brother and I were one of the few youths who wore a 
coat and tie to church, but I had never heard, seen or, much less, owned a three-
piece suit! We had a youth rally that morning in the recreation center and then 
moved on over to the sanctuary for worship. I do not remember much more of that 
Sunday, but this one thing. When I returned home, I remember hearing my dad 
upset and frustrated. Expressing frustration was not uncommon, but I will never 
forget what he said. He called the names of some people in the church who re-
ferred to Wilson coming to church with us. He was not happy with them.  
 I will never forget that. Church, of all places, was supposed to be a place 
where everyone was welcome, safe, loved, and nurtured. Church was for everyone. 
I guess I could express it like Dr. Seuss. Church is for everyone, except when it is 
not, as I had learned. Sometime before his ninth-grade year, Wilson moved to Cal-
ifornia and we lost touch, as it happened when kids moved away. 
 Over the past couple of months, tensions in our nation have been high. 
George Floyd’s murder moved us all. It has, in fact, opened the opportunity for me 
to dialogue about racial reconciliation, a topic that has always been a passion of 
mine. It is a passion of mine because the church is called to be a community of 
Christ-followers from every race on the planet. It is a community created by the 
Holy Spirit, actively at work in the lives of Christ-followers, who come together to 
be one (see Jesus’ prayer in John 17).  
 The past couple of months have given me opportunities to have conversa-
tions with people in our community, to meet other pastors, to listen and dialogue 
with People of Color, and to learn. It has provided an opportunity to demonstrate 
the reality of the Gospel, that God’s Kingdom has come near in Jesus.  
 But, because of COVID-19 and limits on what we can do technologically, 
we have not been able to talk about it as a congregation. 
 Thus, over the next few weeks in this space, I want to share with you how 
we can be a part of racial reconciliation together, how we can build relationships, 
work for justice and ultimately fulfill the vision given to John – a kingdom of 
priests from every tribe, tongue, race and language! 
 

Grace and peace, 
 

Tim 

  
 

BE ON THE LOOK OUT FOR… THIS WEEK:  
*Weekly devotional videos for children to watch whenever is convenient.  
*Weekly devotional videos for youth to watch whenever is convenient. 
*Weekly Zoom gatherings beginning August 9th! We will play games, 
give out prizes, and have a time of Bible study Youth on Sunday nights, 
Children on Wednesday nights  
*Back to school events towards the end of August/beginning of September 
More details to come as we seek to keep our families as safe as possible.  
 

FBCR WORSHIP AT HOME  
*We know staying connected to God and one another is 
more important now than ever. At this time, one of the saf-
est ways to do so is by utilizing online resources. We will 
be uploading some short worship videos, where different 
people from our church body will be singing and guiding 
us into a time of reflection and worship. We hope you will 
not only view these online, but share  

 
________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRESCHOOL/CHILDREN’S CHOIR MINISTRY 

   We are looking at the possibility of having a Preschool Choir (ages 3-
Kindergarten) and an Elementary School Choir (Grades 1-6) that would be 
done on Zoom.  A container of materials for each family would be available 
for the months from September-December.  Beth Heffner would lead both 
choirs.  This is especially good for any child within our church and beyond 
our walls who would like to participate, especially since a lot of schools 
have had to drop their music classes for the time being due to the pandemic.  
The curriculum that Beth will use is produced by the same company we 
purchased our hymnals and has been designed for safe-distance learning 
over the internet.  Beth will be in contact with our current church families to 
see if there is any interest.    

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fclipartion.com%2Ffree-clipart-12783%2F&psig=AOvVaw1dBrv5LYJMqQGRa6-mdYaj&ust=1594757401880000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOjs27WEy-oCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAQ


COVID-19 CHECKLIST FOR ATTENDING WORSHIP 
1. If you have any of the following COVID-19 symptoms that may include, 
you may not attend worship. 

Fever, Headache, Cough, Shortness of breath, Muscle ache 
Chills or shaking with chills, Loss of smell or taste, 
COVID-Toes, a red or purple coloring of fingers or toes, accompanied 

with swelling]  Additionally, please do not attend with symptoms 
of an upset stomach, including nausea, vomiting or diarrhea 

2. Have you been around an individual who has had these symptoms or has 
tested positive for COVID-19? (If the answer is no, you may attend worship) 
3. Have you been practicing social distancing? (If the answer is yes, you may 
attend worship) 
4. Have you been at home, following the stay-at-home guidelines? (If the an-
swer is yes, you may attend worship) 
5. Are you non-medical personnel and have visited a nursing home, assisted 
living, hospital or any facility that is treating the COVID-19 virus? (If the 
answer is no, then you may attend worship.) 
6. Have you had the COVID-19 virus? If so, has it been 72 hours since 
your  last fever or dose of medication to treat fever, 7 days since respiratory 
symptoms have improved, or have you had a test to confirm that you are no 
longer carrying the virus?  (If you answered YES to all three, then you may 
attend worship) 
          Additionally, if you fall into an at-risk category that includes age or 
any physical condition that compromises your immune system, we highly 
encourage you not to attend. If you fall into an at-risk category, we will not 
turn you away. However, please understand that you carry a greater risk if 
you should contract COVID-19.  
 

CHURCH FINANCES 
   Your financial support of the church is important to our continuing minis-
tries.  As a church we will spend only what is necessary for the maintenance 
of the church.  We will be good stewards of our resources in anticipation that 
things may get tight.  However, we also know that you have proven faithful 
in giving.  Please mail your contributions to PO Box 839 Rutherfordton, NC 
28139.  You may address them to Debbie Turner’s attention for confidentiali-
ty.  You can also take advantage of our online giving at 
www.firstbaptistrutherfordton.com.  This is through PayPal.  If you prefer to 
give online, you should be aware that there will be a small percentage of 
your donation taken out by PayPal to be used as a service fee.  Please know 
that all your contributions are greatly appreciated!   
 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
   To save time in worship while we are in transition of bringing our congre-
gation back in the building, we will not be reading all of the Lectionary read-
ings in our worship services.  However, here are all the readings for this Sun-
day, August 9, 2020.  Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b; Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28; Ro-
mans 10:5-15; Matthew 14:22-33. 

  

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
        RUTHERFORDTON, NORTH CAROLINA 
       SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 
    August 9, 2020 
      10:55 AM  

 

Sermon Series: Have We Ever Considered? 
 

     CALL TO WORSHIP 

Greetings and Announcements                                                       Tim Marsh                                                                                                                                                                  
  Leader:  The Lord is Risen!                                                                                                           
 People:  He is Risen indeed!  
The Lighting of the Acolyte Candle                                           Alison Moore   
The Written Word          Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b                   Beth Heffner            
Invocation                                                                                    Beth Heffner  
Message in Song                                                                 Garry Cuthbertson                                                                                                                                                               
 

          REMEMBER AND GIVE THANKS  
Children’s Message                                                                        Tim Marsh                                                                                                                                             
Voluntary                                                                                          Ken West  
The Morning Prayer/Lord’s Prayer                                             Beth Heffner                                                                                                                                                                                            
 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread.   And forgive us our trespasses  
 As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
       And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil: 
       For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever.     
       Amen. 
                              

                          HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
The Written Word               Matthew  14:22-33                              Tim Marsh 
       Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.   
 People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Message in Song                      “Just As I Am”                                arr. Moore 
    Debbie Bumgarner, Soloist and Alison Moore, Pianist 
The Spoken Word                                                                            Tim Marsh 
                            “Have We Considered Walking on Water?” 

(Matthew 14:22-33)   
 

 

GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
Benediction                                                                                      Tim Marsh 
Departing Song                      “We Go in Peace”                                EDWARDS 

      Beth Heffner, Soloist 
 We go in peace, we go in love,  
 We go with grace and mercy from the Lord above  
 To tell the world this very thing: 
 That Jesus Christ is Lord and King, Jesus Christ is Lord and King!       
                                                                                      CCLI#1858884                       


