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Rutherfordton, NC 

Sunday, May 9, 2021 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF 
Tim Marsh 

Pastor 
828-755-1616 

timfbcr@gmail.com 
Beth Heffner 

Minister of Music and Administration 
828-980-2761 

bethfbcr@gmail.com 
John Miller 

Minister of Youth and Children 
704-472-5860 

johnfbcr@gmail.com 
Kenneth West 

Organist 
Alison Moore 

Pianist 
Debbie Turner 

Financial Secretary 
debbiefbcr@gmail.com 

Garry Cuthbertson 
Custodian 

George Hughes 
Grounds Maintenance 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS OF THE WEEK 
May 11…………….….Ray Ramsey 
            ……………....Larry Beasley 
            ………………Molly Mattox 
May 12…………….Taylor Sullivan 
May 13………Sarah Daniel Jackson 
May 14………....Marguerite Barnes 
            ……………..….Jason Miles 
May 15……………….J.T. McClain 

Happy Birthday to Lora Godfrey 
whose 1st Birthday was May 6! 

We apologize for last week’s omis-
sion! 

 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES AT FBCR! 
   We are excited to announce that two Sunday School Classes will begin 
meeting in-person at FBCR! The Ruth Sunday School Class is now meeting 
in their Sunday School classroom at 9:45 AM. Beginning this week, Sun-
day, May 2, the Outreach Sunday School Class will meet in the church Fel-
lowship Hall! Masks and social distancing are required.  
   You are invited to attend either class. The Fellowship Hall may seat up to 
50 adults, socially distanced. 
   We also have two other Sunday School classes that have been meeting 
throughout the pandemic.  The Pioneer Class has been meeting at the home 
of Mike and Sharon Scruggs on Sunday afternoons and the Connections 
Class has been meeting on Zoom. 
   If your Sunday School class has a proposal for resuming Sunday School, 
please contact our Sunday School Director, Beth Archer, or Pastor Tim at 
the church office.  

 
DRIVE-THRU WEDDING SHOWER 

Join us for a drive-thru wedding shower as 
we honor 

Ali Bovender and Shawn High 
May 16, 2021 
2:00-3:00 p.m. 

Enter from Toms Street and drive up the al-
ley between First Baptist Church and First 

United Methodist Church.  
You will greet Ali and Shawn at the parlor door entrance. 

The couple is registered at Bed, Bath and Beyond-bedbathbeyond.com; REI

-rei.com or Lowe’s gift cards 

 

CHURCH VOTE RESULTS 

   We received 59 votes through emails and call ins for the motion from the 
Properties Committee to replace the Fellowship Hall HVAC system.  All 59 
were in favor of the motion, so it passed unanimously.  We will keep you 
updated on the progress made toward replacing the unit.  Thank you for 
your prayerful participation in the business of the church! 
 

FBCR GRADUATES 
   Graduate Sunday will occur on Sunday, June 6, 
2021.  If you are a high school or college graduate 
we would like to receive the information we need 
to celebrate with you.  Please call the church of-
fice, text or email Beth at 828-980-2761/
bethfbcr@gmail.com with the graduate’s name,  

the name of their high school or college they are graduating from; and if 
they are a college graduate, the degree and major they have earned.  Thank 
you! 

 

Records for May 2, 2021 
  Our Financial Secretary is on vaca-
tion this week so we will publish 
our financial gifts and balances in 
next week’s bulletin. 

Special Birthday Greetings to 

Ray Ramsey 

394 Forest Hills Circle 
Rutherfordton, NC 28139 

May 11 

GIFTS 
   A monetary donation was given to 
the church in memory of Juanita 
Simpson by her daughter, Carole 
Ann Simpson, for Mother’s Day. 

COLLEGE STUDENT 
Isaac Hughes 

731 North Heritage Circle 
Chapel Hill, NC 27516 

UNC-Chapel Hill 

FREE FABRIC 
FACE MASKS  
AVAILABLE 

   If you are in 
need of a mask, 
please contact 

Beth (828) 980-2761 and she will 
make one for you free of charge.  
This is an extension of her ministry 
for her church, family and friends. 
   Beth now has 2 designs available 
(as pictured) with the option of add-
ing washable nose wires and adjust-
able ear loops.  Beth can make them 
in many different patterns and col-
ors. If you are having trouble find-
ing a mask to fit you in the stores or 
have special needs or requests, she 
would be glad to talk to you about it 
and try to make what you need 
work for you! 



PASTOR’S COLUMN 

And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not ne-
glecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day approaching. (Hebrews 10:24-25, NRSV)  
 
As our congregation, led by our Deacon Council and Ministerial Staff, prayerfully 
considers resuming activities, would you consider the following? 
 
When the COVID-19 Pandemic is “over,” should we abandon our online plat-
forms, such as Zoom and YouTube livestreaming?  
 
After all, as we argue, we are not to neglect meeting together. However, let us con-
sider something. For many years, churches have utilized local radio to broadcast 
their services. Others recorded their worship services and bought time on a public 
access television station. At First Baptist, for the longest time, we recorded our 
worship service so that we could share a VHS or DVD with members who were 
unable to attend church.  
 
Prior to the COVID-19 Pandemic, Kurt Parker provided leadership to begin to 
livestream our Worship Service so that those at home could worship with us while 
we are worshipping instead of waiting a week later for the sermon on radio or for 
the DVD to be delivered. Because of the COVID-19 Pandemic, Kurt immediately 
began perfecting our equipment and improving the quality of our YouTube 
livestream. If you have internet access, you may access worship services instantly, 
watch them on your phone, your computer, or your television!  
 
Additionally, we began to use a platform called Zoom for Deacon Council meet-
ings, for Wednesday Night services, for youth and children’s ministries, and for 
various committee meetings. Terry Honeycutt’s Connections Sunday School class 
has utilized Zoom for Sunday School throughout the Pandemic. And, the Outreach 
Class has utilized Zoom and invited other adults to participate in Sunday School! 
Even the preschoolers have utilized Zoom to have preschool choir with Beth! 
 
Thus, my point is, the technology we have has created a gathering! Moreover, we 
have many “visiting” our church weekly through YouTube. We have been gather-
ing for our Wednesday Night Prayer Service and Sunday School by utilizing tech-
nology.  
 
We need to gather! I agree! There is no substitute for being present, in-person with 
others. At the same time, we can help people stay connected when being present is 
not possible. While I do not know specifics of how we will use technology in the 
future, the church has always utilized technology to share the message and connect 
others!  
 
There is so much we can do with the technology available to us! If you have ideas, 
I would love to hear from you! Please pray as we continue to re-open!  
 
Grace and peace, 
 
Tim 

CHILDREN 
The B.I.G. Idea (Being Imitators of God) 
This Wednesday (May 12th)—Online/Zoom—6:30-
7:00pm  
**We will have devotional videos posted online each 
week for kids/families to watch at their convenience**  

 
End of School Family Day 
When—June 5th (Saturday)  
Where—Outside at FBCR  
Time—2:00-3:30pm  
What—Lots of fun outdoor games/stations. Dress to get messy!  

 
*There will be no youth Bible study today in 
honor of Mother’s Day. 
 
RHP Missions Week 
June 21-25 (Mon-Fri) 
-During the day: work on local mission pro-

jects with the youth from First United Methodist 
-Worship each night in the fellowship hall of FUMC 
-$50.00 per student due ASAP (helps cover materials for mission projects, 
supplies for lunches, etc…) 
$50.00 is due no later than May 23rd (this is the total cost for the entire 
week) 
Tentative Schedule:  
*Meet/Depart from mission sites  
10am-3pm (mission sites, lunch at Noon on site) 
3pm—go home, shower/clean up, have dinner, etc.  
6:30-7:30pm—Worship  
If you have questions/concerns, please email me at johnfbcr@gmail.com  
 
YOUTH & CHILDREN--WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS ONLINE 
Be sure to check out our website (www.firstbaptistrutherfordton.com) for 
weekly announcements regarding our youth and children's ministry. Once 
you are on the website, click on 'families' and then 'youth' or 'children.'  

_____________________________________ 
 

BEHELER BANDS 
   Beheler Bands are now 
available for purchase in the 
church office.  These wrist 
bands are made with RS 
Central colors where Amy 
worked and was loved.  Pro-
ceeds will benefit the Be-

heler family.  Bands are $5 each or 5 bands 
for $20 dollars. 

Special Birthday Greetings 

to 

Marguerite Barnes 

187 West Mountain Street 
Rutherfordton, NC 28139 

 
May 14 

mailto:johnfbcr@gmail.com
http://www.firstbaptistrutherfordton.com/


COVID-19 CHECKLIST FOR ATTENDING WORSHIP 
 1. If you have any of the following COVID-19 symptoms that may 
include, you may not attend worship. 

 Fever, Headache, Cough, Shortness of breath, Muscle ache, 
 Chills or shaking with chills, Loss of smell or taste, 
 COVID-Toes, a red/purple coloring of fingers or toes, accompa-

 nied with swelling 
 Symptoms of an upset stomach, including nausea, vomiting or di-

 arrhea 
 2. Have you been exposed to an individual who has tested positive 
for COVID-19? Are you awaiting test results for the COVID-19 virus? Have 
you been ordered to quarantine? Or, has a member of your household been 
ordered to quarantine? (If the answer to all these questions is no, you may 
attend worship) 
 3. Have you been wearing a mask and practicing social distancing in 
public? (If the answer is yes, you may attend worship) 
 4. Are you non-medical personnel and have visited a nursing home, 
assisted living, hospital or any facility that is treating the COVID-19 virus? 
(If the answer is no, then you may attend worship this week.) 
 5. Have you had the COVID-19 virus? If so, has it been 72 hours 
since your last fever or dose of medication to treat fever, 7 days since respira-
tory symptoms have improved, or have you had a test to confirm that you are 
no longer carrying the virus?  (If you answered yes to all three, then you may 
attend worship) 
 6. If you have had a vaccine for COVID-19, please continue to fol-
low the guidelines for participating in worship, including wearing a mask and 
practicing social distancing. 
  We sincerely appreciate your cooperation with this guidelines! 
 

2021 CONTRIBUTIONS TO FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
   First Baptist Church is forever grateful for your faithfulness in giving dur-
ing the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Thank you for your gifts to the church budget, 
mission offerings and our local missions fund.  You may continue to give by 
mailing your contributions to PO Box 839, Rutherfordton, NC 28139, Attn: 
Debbie Turner.  Or, you may use the PayPal platform, provided on our web-
site, www.firstbaptistrutherfordton.com (a small percentage of your gift will 
go towards a service fee). Thank you, once again, for your faithful generosity 
and support of the ministries of First Baptist Church! 

 
2021 COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 

   College scholarships are available for community college/tech students, 4-
year undergraduate students, and those studying for the ministry. The student 
must be a FBCR church member for at least one year to qualify.  Please 
email Beth Heffner at bethfbcr@gmail.com and she will attach the scholar-
ship packet to you on another email.  Fill out the appropriate pages and either 
return it back to her via email or drop it in the mail to the church at PO Box 
839, Rutherfordton.  The deadline to receive these applications is Sunday, 
May 23. 

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
        RUTHERFORDTON, NORTH CAROLINA 
       SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 
    May 9, 2021 
      10:55 AM  

Sermon Series: A Love Letter 
 

     CALL TO WORSHIP 

Greetings and Announcements                                                        Tim Marsh                                                                                                                                                                 
     Leader:  The Lord is Risen!                                                                                                           
    People:  He is Risen indeed!  
The Lighting of the Acolyte Candle                                            Alison Moore   
The Written Word                          Psalm 98                                Beth Heffner 
Invocation                                                                                     Beth Heffner 
Video                              “Mother’s Day Movement”              

Ron Lewis and the Work of the People      
 

 

          REMEMBER AND GIVE THANKS   

Children’s Message                                                                     Jane Simpson 
Mother’s Day Litany and Recognition                                            Tim Marsh 
Voluntary                                                                                           Ken West 
The Morning Prayer/Lord’s Prayer                                                  Tim Marsh                                                                                                                                                                                          
   Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread.   And forgive us our trespasses  
   As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
   And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil: 
   For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
                              

                          HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
The Written Word                      1 John 5:1-6                                  Tim Marsh 
    Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.   
    People:  Thanks be to God. 
  

Message in Song              “The Twenty-Third Psalm”                          Malotte 
Peter Moore, Soloist and Alison Moore, Pianist                     

 

The Spoken Word    “So You Want to Conquer the World?”         Tim Marsh 
(1 John 5:1-6) 

 

GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
Benediction                                                                                      Tim Marsh  
Departing Song                     “We Go in Peace”                                 EDWARDS 
         Beth Heffner, Soloist 

_______________________________________ 
 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
   To save time in worship while we are in transition of bringing our congre-
gation back in the building, we will not be reading all of the Lectionary read-
ings in our worship services.  However, here are all the readings for this Sun-
day, May 9, 2021.  Psalm 98; Acts 10:44-48; 1 John 5:1-6;  John 15:9-17. 


