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Rutherfordton, NC 
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Tim Marsh 
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828-755-1616 

timfbcr@gmail.com 
Beth Heffner 
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828-980-2761 

bethfbcr@gmail.com 
John Miller 

Minister of Youth and Children 
704-472-5860 

johnfbcr@gmail.com 
Kenneth West 

Organist 
Alison Moore 

Pianist 
Debbie Turner 

Financial Secretary 
debbiefbcr@gmail.com 

Garry Cuthbertson 
Custodian 

George Hughes 
Grounds Maintenance 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS OF THE WEEK 
May 31……………….Doris Hardin 
June 1…………………Lori Herrick 
          …………….Rion MacDonald 
          ……….....Keven McCammon 
June 3……………..Meryl Lawrence 
          ……..Karen Lawing Whitman 
June 4……………..Laura Carpenter 
          ……………...….Todd Hodge 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 

 
MONDAY, MAY 31, 2021 

(Church Office Closed) 
 

MIDWEEK SERVICE OF PRAYER 
EACH WEDNESDAY AT 6:30 PM 

   We would love for you to join us each Wednesday Night for our Midweek 
Service of Prayer via Zoom at 6:30 PM! Please use the Meeting ID or 
Passcode below or use the link that Tim will email each week. 

Meeting ID: 861 4198 9580 
Passcode: PrayFBCR 

(Note: the Meeting ID and Passcode will remain the same for each week!) 
 

                                 RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
JUNE 11, 10:00-3:00 PM 

   We are excited to announce another opportunity to 
give blood through the Red Cross. Melea Jones is 
sponsoring a blood drive in the Fellowship Hall on 
Friday, June 11, 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM. If you 
would like to give you may schedule an appointment 
by calling 1-800-733-2767. We hope that you will 
take advantage of this opportunity to make a differ-
ence in the lives of others! 
 

FBCR GRADUATES 
   Graduate Sunday will occur on Sunday, June 6, 
2021.  If you are a high school or college graduate 
we would like to receive the information we need 
to celebrate with you.  Please call the church of-
fice, text or email Beth at 828-980-2761/
bethfbcr@gmail.com with the graduate’s name,  
the name of their high school or college they are 

graduating from; and if they are a college graduate, the degree and major 
they have earned.  Thank you! 
 

GRACE OF GOD RESCUE MISSION APRIL 2021 REPORT 
   Things are going well at the mission!  Life seems to be getting a little 
more back to normal since some bans are being lifted. 
   The served 1943 meals in the month of April. 
   Needs List:  Gallon Cans of Vegetables, Running Used Cars. 

 

Records for May 23, 2021 
NOTE: The Financial Report for 
this Sunday will be published in 
next week’s bulletin.  Beth is on 
vacation this week.  

COMING NEXT SUNDAY 
JUNE 6, 2021! 

   We are including the following in 
Sunday’s Morning Worship Service: 

 
YOUTH SUNDAY 

   Many of our youth will be in wor-
ship leadership in the service that 
includes Scripture Readings, Solos, 
Children’s Message, and the Mes-
sage.  We look forward every year 
to hearing God through our teenag-
ers! 

 
GRADUATE RECOGNITION 

   We will recognize all of our high 
school, college, and graduate school 
graduates!   
 

SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED 
   Every year our church awards 
scholarships to church members 
who are or will be studying in a col-
lege or university.  We will be 
awarding these scholarships during 



PASTOR’S COLUMN 

Below is a column I wrote while serving at FBC Taylorsville for Memorial Day, to 
remember those who not only those who gave the ultimate sacrifice in war, but 
also for those who gave the ultimate sacrifice for the Gospel. 
 Memorial Day began on May 5, 1866 in Waterloo, NY. Originally 
dubbed Decoration Day, the patriots created this holiday to honor Union soldiers 
who died in the American Civil War. Southerners celebrated a similar “unofficial” 
holiday to honor the memory of those who gave their life for the Confederate 
States during this dark chapter of United States history. However, following the 
First World War until today, the holiday commemorates those who died in any 
military service to the United States of America. Having been born and raised be-
tween the Vietnam War and 9/11, I may not be fully capable to understand and 
appreciate the courage of those who gave their life for their families, friends and 
freedom. But I am not naïve enough to fail to understand that the blessings of lib-
erty came at a price – a price so dear that one day of remembrance cannot do jus-
tice. 
 Just as the blessings we possess as citizens of America were bought with 
a price, so are the blessings of faith. The stories of countless individuals who paid 
the ultimate price for their commitment to Jesus Christ are seldom told. One weak-
ness of our commitment to the Bible as Baptists is the failure to understand that 
the Church has a history from the First Century until today. And these two thou-
sand years have been soaked in blood of a people known as martyrs. The word 
martyr is a transliteration of the Greek noun martus. We translate that word as 
“witness” (see Acts 1:8). As Christianity flourished in the ancient Mediterranean 
world, many Christians died because of their public faithfulness to Jesus Christ 
and refusal to participate in pagan worship and in the Emperor Cult of the Roman 
Empire. They were burned at the stake, crucified, beheaded and stoned for their 
faith. Many served as victims of ferocious beasts in the great for the sport of Ro-
man citizens. However, martyrdom was not something that belonged to the ancient 
world. Stories of persecution and martyrdom fill Baptist historical origins, as Bap-
tists were permanently baptized (i.e., drowned) by “Christians” who supported the 
state churches of Europe. Furthermore, more Christians died for their identification 
with Jesus Christ in the Twentieth Century than in the previous nineteen centuries 
combined! Christians have paid the ultimate price to preach and preserve the gos-
pel, and, out of honor, we must learn to tell their stories.  
 Finally, Jesus of Nazareth, Israel’s Messiah and the Word of God Incar-
nate, paid the ultimate sacrifice as he gave up his life on a Roman Cross. Dying as 
an innocent victim of a bloodthirsty empire and rejected by those who shared his 
God and ethnicity, Jesus went faithfully and obediently to the cross to die the 
death of a martyr. However, Jesus received the martyr’s vindication – Resurrec-
tion – as a sign of hope and eternal life to all who identify with Christ, regardless 
the cost.  
 On Memorial Day, we rightly honor those who died in service to this 
country. Those who fought for this country gave their lives for the ideals of liberty 
and life. We should honor their memory with somber dignity, in hope of the com-
ing of God’s Kingdom, when war recedes into fading memories. We look forward 
to the day when war and preparations for war are no more. When thinking of those 
who gave the ultimate sacrifice, we must learn the stories of those who paid the 
ultimate price for the Gospel. And we must never forget the price our salvation 
cost God – the life of His only begotten Son.  
 Grace and peace,   Tim                         (Foot note continued on next page) 

CHILDREN 
End of School Family Day 
When—June 5th (Saturday)  
Where—Outside at FBCR  
Time—2:00-3:30pm  
What—Lots of fun outdoor games/stations. 
Dress to get messy!  
We’ve created a Facebook event for this day on 

our FBCR Family page. If you plan to attend, please sign up on this page. 
If you know of others who may be interested, share this event online and 
point parents to this page! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YOUTH 
Today (5/30)—Questions & Answers in the Youth Basement, 3:00-4:00pm  
Students will have a chance to place questions they have about God, the 
Scriptures, real-life situations, etc. in a bowl for us to draw out and discuss 
as a group. Remember we enter/exit from the lower covered parking lot. If 
you have any questions/concerns, contact John at johnfbcr@gmail.com or 
by texting his cell. 
 
RHP Missions Week 
June 21-25 (Mon-Fri) 
Forms for RHP and FBCR are due ASAP  
$50.00 is due TODAY (this is the total cost for the entire week) 
-During the day: we’ll be working on local mission projects with the youth 
from First United Methodist 
-Worship each night in the fellowship hall of FUMC 
-$50.00 per student due ASAP (helps cover materials for mission projects, 
supplies for lunches, etc…) 
Tentative Schedule:  
*Meet/Depart from mission sites  
10am-3pm (mission sites, lunch at Noon on site) 
3pm—go home, shower/clean up, have dinner, etc.  
6:30-7:30pm—Worship  
If you have questions/concerns, please email me at johnfbcr@gmail.com  
 
YOUTH & CHILDREN--WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS ONLINE 
Be sure to check out our website (www.firstbaptistrutherfordton.com) for 
weekly announcements regarding our youth and children's ministry. Once 
you are on the website, click on 'families' and then 'youth' or 'children.'  
 

mailto:johnfbcr@gmail.com
mailto:johnfbcr@gmail.com
http://www.firstbaptistrutherfordton.com/


(Footnote from Pastor’s Column on previous page) 
For more information on the biographies of the martyrs see Foxes Book of 
Martyrs and Jesus Freaks by D.C. Talk. Also, visit www.persecution.org for 
information on the worldwide persecution of Christians.  

 
COVID-19 GUIDELINES FOR ATTENDING WORSHIP 

   On Sunday, May 16, 2021, the Deacon Council made the decision to relax 
guidelines for attending worship and participating in the ministries of the 
church. Because the Center for Disease Control declared that vaccinated per-
sons may return to normal activities (as prior to COVID-19) and because the 
State of North Carolina has dropped its mask mandate and capacity require-
ments, please note the following: 
 

Masks are no longer a requirement for attending worship. We welcome 
you to wear one if you feel comfortable doing so. We highly recom-
mend you wear a mask if you have not been vaccinated.  

 

The wings of the sanctuary are marked for social distancing. If you sit in 
the middle three sections, we encourage you to social distance ac-
cording to your needs. If you have been vaccinated, social distancing 
is optional according to the CDC. However, if you have not been 
vaccinated, we recommend you continue practicing social distancing. 

 

While we will no longer do temperature checks, we simply ask that you 
remain home if you do not feel well, if you have a fever, if you are 
experiencing flu-like symptoms, gastro-intestinal symptoms, or res-
piratory symptoms.  

 

We will continue to receive your offering at the door, provide bulletins 
for pick up, and disposable communion kits at the organ side en-
trance to the sanctuary to eliminate unnecessary contact.  

 
   We sincerely appreciate your presence in worship today. We hope that you 
feel welcome, comfortable, and safe as you participate in worship and in the 
ministries of the church. We welcome all feedback by contacting one of the 
ministers, whose information is listed in the first inside page of the worship 
guide. Thank you for your presence today! 
 

2021 CONTRIBUTIONS TO FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
   First Baptist Church is forever grateful for your faithfulness in giving dur-
ing the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Thank you for your gifts to the church budget, 
mission offerings and our local missions fund.  You may continue to give by 
mailing your contributions to PO Box 839, Rutherfordton, NC 28139, Attn: 
Debbie Turner.  Or, you may use the PayPal platform, provided on our web-
site, www.firstbaptistrutherfordton.com (a small percentage of your gift will 
go towards a service fee). Thank you, once again, for your faithful generosity 
and support of the ministries of First Baptist Church! 

 
 

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
        RUTHERFORDTON, NORTH CAROLINA 
       SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 
    May 30, 2021 
      10:55 AM  
 

TRINITY SUNDAY 
 

     CALL TO WORSHIP 

Greetings and Announcements                                                        Tim Marsh                                 
     Leader:  The Lord is Risen!                                                                                                          
    People:  He is Risen indeed!  
The Lighting of the Acolyte Candle                                            Alison Moore   
The Written Word                          Psalm 29                                   Tim Marsh           
Invocation                                                                                        Tim Marsh 
Video                                        “You Are One”     

Phuc Luu and the Work of the People                 
 

          REMEMBER AND GIVE THANKS   

Children’s Message                                                                Benjamin Moore       
Voluntary                                                                                           Ken West 
The Morning Prayer/Lord’s Prayer                                                  Tim Marsh                                                          
   Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread.   And forgive us our trespasses  
   As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
   And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil: 
   For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
                              

                          HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
The Written Word                       John 3:1-17                                  Tim Marsh 
    Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.   
    People:  Thanks be to God. 
  

Message in Song                “Be Thou My Vision”                            arr. Moore                                            
Benjamin Moore, Soloist and Guitarist 

 

The Spoken Word                   “God So Loved”                               Tim Marsh 
(John 3:1-17) 

 

GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
Benediction                                                                                      Tim Marsh  
Departing Song                     “We Go in Peace”                                 EDWARDS 
        Benjamin Moore, Soloist 

_______________________________________ 
 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
   To save time in worship while we are in transition of bringing our congre-
gation back in the building, we will not be reading all of the Lectionary read-
ings in our worship services.  However, here are all the readings for this Sun-
day, May 30, 2021.  Psalm 29; Isaiah 6:1-8; Romans 8:12-17;  John 3:1-17. 

http://www.persecution.org


WELCOME TABLE PICK-UP MEAL 
Monday June 14, 2021 

5-6:30 pm 
 

Monday, March 9, 2020, was the last Welcome Table meal at FUMC, our 
neighbor.  Over these months of no WT meals, the four churches involved in 
WT (First United Methodist, First Baptist Forest City, St. Francis Episcopal 
and First Baptist Rutherfordton) have sent a $15 Food Lion gift card month-
ly to 70 families, representing 120-130 people.  This served to offer some 
help with food and to keep a connection with those identified as regular par-
ticipants.  On June 14, a new version of WT will resume, and First Baptist 
Church Rutherfordton is “first up to bat!”  This will be a pick-up meal dis-
tributed in the area between the FUMC fellowship center and playground.  
There are a number of ways you can help. 
 

This meal will be a turkey sandwich, baked beans, fruit, chips, water and 
cookie/brownie.  Plans are to prepare 175 meals.  Two to three peo-
ple have already committed to prepare the meal.  Three to four addi-
tional people are needed arriving at 3:30 p.m., to put the meals to-
gether, i.e. bag the sandwiches, put baked beans in cups with lids, 
and place all items in a paper bag.  We’re asking our church family 
to prepare cookies or brownies, place in individual plastic bags and 
bring them to First Baptist on Sunday, June 13, or to the FUMC fel-
lowship center on Monday, June 14, between 2:00 and 3:00 p.m.  
You are asked to prepare only cookies or brownies for this meal, not 
pies or cakes.  

 

Four to five people are needed to direct traffic, arriving at 4:00 p.m.  The 
plan is for vehicles to come from Third St., turn on Toms St., go 
through the parking lot behind FUMC, wrap around to the drive be-
tween the fellowship center and playground, receive their meal(s) 
and exit onto Main St.  A more detailed outline will be shared on 
that day. 

 

Two to three people are needed to help with clean-up after the distribu-
tion is completed, arriving at 6:00 p.m. 

 

If you can help, please note that there will be a sign-up sheet at the table in 
the sanctuary foyer May 30, June 6 and June 13. 
 

At least one person from the other three churches will be present, to get a 
feel for making this method work.  This is going to be a learning experience 
each week for some time, as we become more proficient with this method.  
Patience will be needed. 
 

Given the changes in social distancing and mask recommendations and the 
availability of Covid-19 shots, volunteers will be asked if they are vaccinat-
ed, and if they are most comfortable with or without masks when working 
along side others.  Volunteers handing out meals will wear masks.  As al-
ways, volunteers assembling food bags will wear gloves. 

(Continued on back) 

There will be a day when WT will resume in the fellowship center of 
FUMC.  Until then, this method will be the approach that is employed.  Our 
church will continue to have the first and second Monday of the even num-
bered months (August, October, December) for the remainder of this year.  
Resuming your support and participation in this ministry that we have been 
involved with since September of 2013 is appreciated.  Call Nell Bovender 
828-429-9129, or Billy Honeycutt 828-980-3710 with questions. 


