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Rutherfordton, NC 

Sunday, April 11, 2021 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF 
Tim Marsh 

Pastor 
828-755-1616 

timfbcr@gmail.com 
Beth Heffner 

Minister of Music and Administration 
828-980-2761 

bethfbcr@gmail.com 
John Miller 

Minister of Youth and Children 
704-472-5860 

johnfbcr@gmail.com 
Kenneth West 

Organist 
Alison Moore 

Pianist 
Debbie Turner 

Financial Secretary 
debbiefbcr@gmail.com 

Garry Cuthbertson 
Custodian 

George Hughes 
Grounds Maintenance 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS OF THE WEEK 
April 12…………...…...Kurt Parker 
April 14…………….Jeremiah Craig 
April 16……………....Martha Jones 
              ………..Priscilla McBrayer 
              ……………....Melea Jones 
April 17……………..…..Bill Marsh 

RECENT UPDATE FROM CHASE CORNER MINISTRIES 
Dear Neighbor in Ministry, 
   Chase Corner Ministries is extremely grateful to you as a contributor to 
this ministry, most especially in the last year. 
   With the mandatory shut down in late March 2019, we were closed to the 
public until mid-May.  However, during that entire time, our volunteer team 
who pack boxes continued to come in.  We went from 4 volunteers distrib-
uting USDA food on Wednesdays to 10+ volunteers serving food to cars in 
our parking lot on multiple days which we continue to do outside for every-
one’s safety.  Financial assistance was also done over the phone from the 
Ministry Director’s home for those 8 weeks.  Almost half of the churches 
hosting the Mobile Food Trucks were unable to fulfill their commitments 
due to the COVID-19 threat, but new organizations and churches stepped 
up to fill the void, often at the last minute. 
   We saw many new families last year who had never asked for resources 
before.  In April 2020 we served 1,019 boxes on just Wednesday alone 
compared to 428 food boxes the previous year.  We have seen an increase 
every month. Additional full semi-trucks of food from Second Harvest 
Food Bank were purchased to keep up with the need, which was costly.  
However, each time the pantry was depleted, the community stepped up and 
refilled our Emergency Pantry.  We also partnered with United Way last 
year to hold 2 COVID-19 relief events in July and in November.  At these 
events, clients received toiletries like toilet paper, masks, diapers, children’s 
clothing, and other additional resources.  Even the tropical storm that hit our 
November event didn’t stop volunteers from hand unloading a semi-truck 
and temporarily storing dry food in the Harvest House Baptist Church, and 
Wells Jenkins Meat Market took our cold items and stored them overnight.  
Volunteers from all of the county came the next day to help distribute all 
the food and items. 
   In 2019 we were able to assist with $22,063 crisis assistance for utilities/
rent/fuel.  Additionally with an RHI Legacy grant, we gave out $16,362 in 
prescription assistance or $38,415 total in 2019.  Compare that to 2020 
when we helped the community with $52,336+ in pandemic relief, crisis 
assistance, and prescription assistance. Even though our main source of 
funding (the thrift store) was closed were able to not only continue serving 
in a time of great crisis, but to exceed that giving in ways this ministry has 
never seen since it originated in 1979. All this was made possible by con-
tributors like yourself!! There is no way we could have remained opera-
tional without your help. 
   What does that mean for 2021? With your giving we can reach more 
needs in this community.  Rutherford County has always had more needs 
than most communities, but we have seen local people who are more giving 
and willing to help.  We keep our expenses as low as possible and write 
grants as we are able, but those who shop or donate items to the thrift store, 
who bring food donations, and who support us financially keep us doing 
God’s kingdom work even when in a crisis.  Thank you so very much! 
   Sincerely, Cynthia Cooper (Executive/Ministry Director) 

COLLEGE STUDENT 
Faith Archer 

356 Old Stonecutter Road 
Rutherfordton, NC, 28139 

UNC-Chapel Hill 

FREE FABRIC 
FACE MASKS  
AVAILABLE 

   If you are in 
need of a mask, 
please contact 

Beth (828) 980-2761 and she will 
make one for you free of charge.  
This is an extension of her ministry 
for her church, family and friends. 
   Beth now has 2 designs available 
(as pictured) with the option of add-
ing washable nose wires and adjust-
able ear loops.  Beth can make them 
in many different patterns and col-
ors. If you are having trouble find-
ing a mask to fit you in the stores or 
have special needs or requests, she 
would be glad to talk to you about it 
and try to make what you need 
work for you! 

 

Records for April 4, 2021 
   The Financial Records for Sun-
day, April 4 will be published in 
next week’s bulletin. Beth is taking 
time off this week so the bulletin 
was produced last week before the 
offering totals were made. 

 
 
 
 
 
LECTIONARY READINGS 

   To save time in worship while we 
are in transition of bringing our con-
gregation back in the building, we 
will not be reading all of the Lec-
tionary readings in our worship ser-
vices.  However, here are all the 
readings for this Sunday, April 11, 
2021.  Psalm 133; Acts 4:32-35; 1 
John 1:1-2:2;  John 20:19-31. 



PASTOR’S COLUMN 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. (Mark 
1:1, NRSV)   
 
Simply by listening to my sermons and reading my columns for over eight 
years now, I am sure that you know that I enjoy a good movie. However, 
Rebecca and I don’t usually go to the theater to watch a movie, unless it is 
something that we really want to see. Rather, we like to purchase the DVD 
(which is less expensive than two tickets to the theater) and enjoy the mov-
ie in our home. Additionally, we can watch the movie again for no charge! 
Other services like Netflix, Disney Plus, Amazon Prime and others allow 
for us to view movies or television shows multiple times. Or, for avid read-
ers, owning a book allows for multiple reads at the reader’s convenience. 
 
Seeing a movie or reading a novel for the first time is exciting. The out-
come is in doubt and we get involved in the suspense. However, the story 
moves quickly. Often, we miss details, an important plot point, or an un-
derlying theme important to the story. That is why I like to watch movies 
or read books for a second time (or third, fourth, fifth…well, you get the 
picture!). I love to pick up on the details that I miss, or see the entire plot 
unfold – that is, if it is a good story. 
 
In the Christian year, Easter is the celebration of the climax of God’s story 
of redemption in Jesus Christ. The cross could not defeat God’s chosen 
Messiah. In fact, the cross brought redemption for the world. The grave 
could not hold Jesus. Israel’s God, the Creator of the Universe, is the au-
thor of life and more powerful than death.  
 
Kavin Rowe, Professor of New Testament at Duke Divinity School, de-
scribes the gospels as a “pre-resurrection life of Jesus told from a post-
resurrection perspective.” We know how the story ends. It’s powerful. It’s 
dramatic. It’s life changing. However, the end of the story fuels the entire 
re-telling of Jesus’ life and ministry.  
 
The season of Easter runs from Easter Sunday to Pentecost – 50 days. Dur-
ing this time, may I encourage you to pick a gospel and reread the story? 
Use a fluid translation, such as The Message, the New Living Translation 
or the Common English Bible. These read quickly, almost like a novel. Re-
live the story of Jesus and the story the gospels tell. And, allow the Holy 
Spirit to form your life in line with the narrative of scripture. 
 
Grace and peace, 
 
Tim 

  
 
 
 
 
 
CHILDREN 
The B.I.G. Idea (Being Imitators of God) 
This Wednesday (April 14th)—Online/Zoom—6:30-7:00pm  
**We will have devotional videos posted online each week for kids/families 
to watch at their convenience**  
 
 
 
 
 
YOUTH 
Youth Bible Study—Today at 3pm—In the Youth Basement  
Zoom available for students who wish to attend virtually  
 
YOUTH & CHILDREN--WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS ONLINE 
Be sure to check out our website (www.firstbaptistrutherfordton.com) for 
weekly announcements regarding our youth and children's ministry. Once 
you are on the website, click on 'families' and then 'youth' or 'children.'  

______________________________________ 
 

CHURCH OFFICE OPENS MONDAY, APRIL 19! 
   While both the ministerial and support staff have done the best we can to 
make ourselves available to serve you, we do feel that it is time to “open” 
the church office during the week to serve you. Our Office Hours will be 
9:00 AM until 4:30 PM on Monday and Tuesday of each week. Please 
come by any time during those hours for any church-related business you 
may have. We can buzz you in either from the Main Street entrance or from 
the elevator. Please wear a mask and continue to practice good social dis-
tancing protocol. However, we are always available to serve you beyond 
these hours! 
 

RED CROSS COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE 
Friday, April 9 

   If you are regular a donor or interested in becoming a donor, please mark 
your calendars for Friday, April 9, 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM in the church 
Fellowship Hall for an opportunity to make a difference in the life of a 
stranger. Though we are slowly moving toward the end of the pandemic, the 
need for blood is great! Please call 1-800-733-2767 to schedule your ap-
pointment. Walk-in’s will be welcomed! However, an appointment guaran-
tees you faster service. Please wear a mask and practice social distancing! 
Come and give the gift of life! 

http://www.firstbaptistrutherfordton.com/


COVID-19 CHECKLIST FOR ATTENDING WORSHIP 
 1. If you have any of the following COVID-19 symptoms that may 
include, you may not attend worship. 

 Fever 
 Headache 
 Cough 
 Shortness of breath 
 Muscle ache 
 Chills or shaking with chills 
 Loss of smell or taste 
 COVID-Toes, a red/purple coloring of fingers or toes, accompa-

 nied with swelling 
 Symptoms of an upset stomach, including nausea, vomiting or di-

 arrhea 
 2. Have you been exposed to an individual who has tested positive 
for COVID-19? Are you awaiting test results for the COVID-19 virus? Have 
you been ordered to quarantine? Or, has a member of your household been 
ordered to quarantine? (If the answer to all these questions is no, you may 
attend worship) 
 3. Have you been wearing a mask and practicing social distancing in 
public? (If the answer is yes, you may attend worship) 
 4. Are you non-medical personnel and have visited a nursing home, 
assisted living, hospital or any facility that is treating the COVID-19 virus? 
(If the answer is no, then you may attend worship this week.) 
 5. Have you had the COVID-19 virus? If so, has it been 72 hours 
since your last fever or dose of medication to treat fever, 7 days since respira-
tory symptoms have improved, or have you had a test to confirm that you are 
no longer carrying the virus?  (If you answered yes to all three, then you may 
attend worship) 
 6. If you have had a vaccine for COVID-19, please continue to fol-
low the guidelines for participating in worship, including wearing a mask and 
practicing social distancing. 
 Additionally, if you fall into an at-risk category that includes age or 
any physical condition that compromises your immune system, we highly 
encourage you not to attend unless you have had the COVID-19 vaccine. If 
you fall into an at-risk category, we will not turn you away. However, please 
understand that you carry a greater risk if you should contract COVID-19.  
 

2021 CONTRIBUTIONS TO FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
   First Baptist Church is forever grateful for your faithfulness in giving dur-
ing the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Thank you for your gifts to the church budget, 
mission offerings and our local missions fund.  You may continue to give by 
mailing your contributions to PO Box 839, Rutherfordton, NC 28139, Attn: 
Debbie Turner.  Or, you may use the PayPal platform, provided on our web-
site, www.firstbaptistrutherfordton.com (a small percentage of your gift will 
go towards a service fee). Thank you, once again, for your faithful generosity 
and support of the ministries of First Baptist Church! 

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
        RUTHERFORDTON, NORTH CAROLINA 
       SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 
    April 11, 2021 
      10:55 AM  

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

     CALL TO WORSHIP 

Greetings and Announcements                                                        Tim Marsh                                                                                                                                                                 
     Leader:  The Lord is Risen!                                                                                                           
    People:  He is Risen indeed!  
The Lighting of the Acolyte Candle                                            Alison Moore   
The Written Word                       Psalm 133                                 Beth Heffner 
Invocation                                                                                      Beth Heffner 
Video                                               “Joy” 

Stanley Hauerwas 
The Work of the People 

 

          REMEMBER AND GIVE THANKS   

Children’s Message                                                                       Beth Heffner     
Voluntary                                                                                           Ken West 
The Morning Prayer/Lord’s Prayer                                                  Tim Marsh                                                                                                                                                                                          
   Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread.   And forgive us our trespasses  
   As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
   And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil: 
   For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
                              

                          HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
The Written Word                     1 John 1:1-2:2                                Tim Marsh 
    Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.   
    People:  Thanks be to God. 
   

Message in Song       “Praise to the Lord, The Almighty”             arr. Nichols 
Beth Heffner, Saxophone and Alison Moore, Piano 

 
The Spoken Word   “So That Our Joy May be Complete”             Tim Marsh 

(1 John 1:1-2:2) 
 

GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
Benediction                                                                                      Tim Marsh  
Departing Song                     “We Go in Peace”                                 EDWARDS 


