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Rutherfordton, NC 

Sunday, January 24, 2021 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF 
Tim Marsh 

Pastor 
828-755-1616 

timfbcr@gmail.com 
Beth Heffner 

Minister of Music and Administration 
828-980-2761 

bethfbcr@gmail.com 
John Miller 

Minister of Youth and Children 
704-472-5860 

johnfbcr@gmail.com 
Kenneth West 

Organist 
Alison Moore 

Pianist 
Debbie Turner 

Financial Secretary 
debbiefbcr@gmail.com 

Garry Cuthbertson 
Custodian 

George Hughes 
Grounds Maintenance 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS OF THE WEEK 
January 24…………..Todd Robbins 
January 25……...Randy Dillingham 
                 ……………..Emma Rees 
January 26…………..Andrew Bond 
January 27…………..Kenneth West 
                  …………....Harper Mills 
January 28………….Alyssa Bechtel 
                  ………….Nolan Newton 
January 30……………..Laura Giles 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
   We congratulate Donna Dahl in 
her marriage to Don Lyons on Sun-
day, January 10 at Tryon Presbyteri-
an Church.  Many blessings on this 
union! 

THE LEGACY OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
AND AFRICAN AMERICAN SPIRITUALITY 

Wednesday’s January 13-27, 2021 
6:30 PM via Zoom 

   Join us for our Midweek Services of Prayer via Zoom 
at 6:30 PM during the month of January as we host sev-
eral African American pastors from our community to 
discuss topics such as worship in the African American 
Church, the challenges facing African-American 
Churches and Pastors, partnerships with predominantly 
white congregations and pastors, women in ministry in 
African-American Churches, and, of course, the im-

portance of Martin Luther King, Jr’s legacy. 
   Wednesday, January 20: The Revs. Garin Hill (FBC, Forest City) and 
Stencil Quarles (Union Grove Missionary Baptist Church, Polk County) 
   Wednesday, January 27: The Rev. Andrea Percell (Matthews Chapel 
AME Zion, Green Hill) 
   Wednesday, February 3: The Revs. Keith Lipsy (New Bethel AME Zi-
on, Forest City) and Travis McEntyre (Harvest House Baptist Church, Hen-
rietta) 
   Please make plans to participate in this special opportunity as we fulfill 
Christ’s vision of a community from “every tribe, tongue, race and lan-
guage!” 

 
2021 MARTHA STEARNS  

MARSHALL PREACHING DAY 
Welcome Annie Deaton 

Our 2021 Martha Stearns Marshall 
Preacher 

Sunday, February 7, 2021 
 

   First Baptist Church has been 
blessed by the service and leadership 
of women who have felt called to 
serve in ordained roles, such as minis-
ters, chaplains, missionaries and dea-

cons. More than that, we desire to both affirm and support their callings to 
ministry. Beginning this year, it is our goal to host a female student from 
Gardner-Webb, who is preparing to serve in ministry and provide her with 
the opportunity to preach. We are excited that Annie Deaton will be our 
Martha Stearns Marshall Guest Preacher this year! She is a member of First 
Baptist Church, Greenville, SC and a youth ministry intern at First Baptist, 
Shelby, NC. We are excited to welcome Annie Deaton to First Baptist 
Church. For more information on the Martha Stearns Marshall Month of 
Preaching, please visit https://bwim.info/msm_month/ 

 

Records for January 17, 2021 
Budget Requirements ...... $8,505.00 
Budget Offering .............. $5,345.00 
Special Offerings ........................ $0 
Total  ............................. $5,345.00 
 

Budget to Date 
Required by 1-17-21 ... $136,080.00 
Received by 1-17-21 ... $147,103.18 
 

Building Fund 
Building Fund…………………..$0 
To Date………………$127,193.36 

COLLEGE STUDENT 
Noah Youngblood 

P.O. Box 22792 
Wilmington, NC 28407 

UNC-Wilmington 

SYMPATHY 
   Sympathy is extended to Lane 
and Seth Parton in the death of 
their mother/grandmother, Jean 
Smith, who passed away on Tues-
day, January 12.  A small graveside 
service was conducted.   

 
FREE FABRIC 
FACE MASKS  
AVAILABLE 

   If you are in need 
of a mask, please 
contact Beth (828) 

980-2761 and she will make one for 
you free of charge.  This is an exten-
sion of her ministry for her church, 
family and friends. 
   Beth now has 2 designs available 
(as pictured) with the option of add-
ing washable nose wires and adjust-
able ear loops.  Beth can make them 
in many different patterns and col-
ors. If you are having trouble find-
ing a mask to fit you in the stores or 
have special needs or requests, she 
would be glad to talk to you about it 
and try to make what you need work 
for you! 



PASTOR’S COLUMN 
 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news." (Mark 1:14-15, NRSV) 
 
When we read scripture, especially the New Testament, we have some translation 
work to do. After all, we are two thousand years removed from the events of the 
New Testament. Words, phrases, and expressions change over time. More than 
that, we are reading a text written in a language – Greek – that was not even the 
primary language of Jesus’ day. It was Aramaic, which is a blend of Hebrew with 
some of the other ANE languages. Thus, sometimes we must do multiple transla-
tions so that we may “hear the word of the Lord.”  
 
Take these verses above. This is a good translation. However, to hear the words as 
they may have sounded to those who first heard them, try this: “The precise mo-
ment has come, and the reign of God is imminent; change your mind and stake 
your life in this good news!” Or, for those of us who are used to democracy rather 
than an monarchy, we might use the analogy that the “administration of God is 
imminent.”  
 
As I write, on Tuesday, the nation awaits the inauguration of a new President. 
Donald Trump’s administration will end, and Joe Biden’s administration begins. I 
would liken Jesus’ proclamation of the good news to the announcement of a newly 
elected President and the days we are living in to be the days between the election 
and the inauguration. Prior to radio and television, the President of the United 
States was inaugurated on March 4. The farther states were from Washington, DC, 
the longer they might have to wait for the results of the election. In many cases, 
they might not even know what the President looked like, unless they were fortu-
nate enough to see a portrait. However, the news would spread to wilderness, to 
the farms, to barely settled land that a new President was elected. For some, this 
brought hope. For others, it was discouraging. Nevertheless, things would be dif-
ferent.  
 
Jesus proclaimed a new reign to those who suffered under Caesar’s so-called Pax 
Romana, or Roman peace. It was a peace promised as long as conquered nations 
would pay tribute to Roman officials, pay taxes to the Roman government, and, at 
least, refuse to kick up a fuss when homage was paid to Roman gods. Jesus pro-
claimed a new reign to those who suffered under the reigns of the children of Her-
od the Great. Jesus proclaimed a new reign to those who suffered under the bur-
densome Temple ministry that failed to deliver grace to the masses.  
 
Instead, God’s Kingdom, was at hand. God was elected President. Now, we wait 
for his inauguration. What do we do in the meantime? We proclaim the Good 
News of God, whose character was embodied in Jesus Christ, who brought life in 
the midst of death, justice in the midst of tyranny, and peace in the midst of war. 
We wait. We proclaim. And we look forward to the day when the reign of the One 
who makes all things new will defeat death and all who embrace death’s power 
and brings life eternal. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Tim 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHILDREN 
The B.I.G. Idea (Being Imitators of God) 
This Wednesday (January 27th)—Online/Zoom—6:30-7:00pm  
**We will have devotional videos posted online each week for kids/families 
to watch at their convenience**  
 
 
 
 
 
 
YOUTH 
ILLUMINATE (Bible Study) 
Tonight (January 24th)—Online/Zoom—6:00-6:45pm  
Week 3 of our series, “Hi…I’m Anxious.” Message John for the Zoom link. 
 
**Youth will continue on Zoom until our county COVID-19 numbers de-
crease** 
 
YOUTH & CHILDREN--WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS ONLINE 
Be sure to check out our website (www.firstbaptistrutherfordton.com) for 
weekly announcements regarding our youth and children's ministry. Once 
you are on the website, click on 'families' and then 'youth' or 'children.'  
 

_______________________________________ 
 

KEEPING IN TOUCH  
TEXT MESSAGE SIGN UPS 

*Text “FBCR” to 95577 to receive GENERAL CHURCH announcements  

*Text “fbryouth” to 95577 for YOUTH MINISTRY announcements  

*Text “fbcrchildren” to 95577 for CHILDREN’S MINISTRY announcements 

EMAIL SIGN UPS 

If you are missing out on receiving church news/prayer requests you may also contact Tim Marsh at 

timfbcr@gmail.com and he will add you to the list. 

WORSHIP SERVICES ON YOUTUBE 

You can watch our services livestream, which means you can watch the services as they happen.  They 

are also recorded on YouTube and can be watched at any time.  Go to  search and type First Baptist 

Church Rutherfordton on your YouTube app. 

WORSHIP SERVICES ON WEBSITE 

A link to our worship services on YouTube is now located on the front page of our website.  Our website 

address is www.firstbaptistrutherfordton.com 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Don’t forget that we also have a First Baptist Rutherfordton Facebook group and a FBC-Rutherfordton 

Youth Facebook group and now we are on Twitter!  FBC Rutherfordton (@FRutherfordton) 

http://www.firstbaptistrutherfordton.com/


 
FIRST BAPTIST CONTINUES ONLINE WORSHIP 

   Due to the rapidly increasing COVID-19 cases in both Rutherford County 
and the State of North Carolina and out of concern for the safety of our 
congregation, the Deacon Council voted unanimously to observe the limit 
of ten persons indoors until our county is no longer in the red of COVID-
19 cases.  
   We are grateful to those who worshiped in-person for their cooperation 
with guidelines and making these past six months a special time of worship 
during the COVID-19 Crisis.  Furthermore, everyone involved with in-person 
worship cooperated with both the letter and spirit of the guidelines set forth 
by the Deacon Council.  This decision does not reflect on our congregation’s 
performance of the guidelines.  Rather, it is a reflection on the alarmingly 
high COVID-19 numbers in our county and state.  Thank you for your contin-
ued support of First Baptist Church through your participation in worship 
online, through your tithes and offerings and through your prayers for our 
leadership. 
 

2021 CONTRIBUTIONS TO FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
   First Baptist Church is forever grateful for your faithfulness in giving dur-
ing the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Thank you for your gifts to the church budget, 
mission offerings and our local missions fund.  You may continue to give by 
mailing your contributions to PO Box 839, Rutherfordton, NC 28139, Attn: 
Debbie Turner.  Or, you may use the Paypal platform, provided on our web-
site, www.firstbaptistrutherfordton.com (a small percentage of your gift will 
go towards a service fee). Thank you, once again, for your faithful generosity 
and support of the ministries of First Baptist Church! 
    

PRESCHOOL ZOOM CHOIR 
   Starting on Monday evening, January 25, our Preschool Zoom Choir led by 
Beth Heffner will begin again for the Winter-Spring session.  We will meet 
each Monday evening through Monday, May 10 (except for Easter Monday, 
April 5) at 6:30 pm.  We have so much fun and look forward to those times 
together.  If you know of any child (ages 3-5) interested in participating in 
this choir, please call Beth Heffner.  There is a tub that is provided before  
choir begins on the 25th for each child.  It is full of activity sheets, fruit 
snacks, gifts, and whatever else is needed for each week. 
 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
   To save time in worship while we are in transition of bringing our congre-
gation back in the building, we will not be reading all of the Lectionary read-
ings in our worship services.  However, here are all the readings for this Sun-
day, January 24, 2021.  Psalm 62:5-12; Jonah 3: 1-5, 10; 1 Corinthians 7:29-
31;  Mark 1:14-20. 

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
        RUTHERFORDTON, NORTH CAROLINA 
       SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 
    January 24, 2021 
      10:55 AM  
 

Sermon Series: Following Christ into a Post-COVID-19 World 
 
 

     CALL TO WORSHIP 

Greetings and Announcements                                                        Tim Marsh                                                                                                                                                                 
     Leader:  The Lord is Risen!                                                                                                           
    People:  He is Risen indeed!  
The Lighting of the Acolyte Candle                                            Alison Moore   
The Written Word                     Psalm 62:5-12                               John Miller 
Invocation/Video                                          Thurman/The Work of the People                                                                    
                                               “Open Unto Me”   
 

          REMEMBER AND GIVE THANKS   

Children’s Message                                                                         John Miller                                                                                                                                  
Voluntary                                                                                     Alison Moore  
The Morning Prayer/Lord’s Prayer                                                  Tim Marsh                                                                                                                                                                                          
   Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread.   And forgive us our trespasses  
   As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
   And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil: 
   For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
                              

                          HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
The Written Word                       Mark 1:14-20                            Beth Heffner                        
    Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.   
    People:  Thanks be to God. 
  

Message in Song               “The Master Has Come”                        arr. Martin 
                          Peter Moore, Soloist and Alison Moore, Pianist 
 

The Spoken Word    “Have We Decided to Follow Jesus?”            Tim Marsh 
                                                  (Mark 1:14-20)   

 
 

GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
Benediction                                                                                      Tim Marsh  
Departing Song                      “We Go in Peace”                                EDWARDS 
         Beth Heffner, Soloist 
 

__________________________________________ 
 

THANK YOU 
   Last month we had two Christmas “elves” come and paint our kitchen a 
creamy white semi-gloss color!  It is already looking much cleaner and 
brighter.  The kitchen, including the pantry closet, is also in the process of 
being cleaned and reorganized.  Thank you to our painters! 


