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One of the many changes that 2020 brought about was a long winter break for many college 
students, including myself. As the end of the semester approached, I began to think about how I 
could occupy my time in my two months off of school. Initially, when it was suggested that I 
substitute teach, I was apprehensive. I was worried about the effects that the pandemic would 
have on the school environment and concerned that it would be too difficult to teach students 
with all of the restrictions. However, it ended up being the bright spot in all that was happening 
in the year.  
 
Matthew 18:1-3 sums up what I learned in my time working with the kids. One day a kid walked 
into class and said to me, “It is such a good day!” I asked him why and he said, “Because I get 
to come to school today!” Seeing how excited the kids were about coming to school and being 
able to learn truly brightened my day. I had the opportunity to work with kids of all different ages. 
Yes, it was difficult because of all of the safety concerns with COVID, but the kids did not care 
about that. It put into perspective what things are important right now. For the kids, what 
mattered was that they got to come and spend time with people. When I filled in for the P.E. 
Coach, the kids were so excited just to be able to play.  
 
We should all strive to be more like children, especially right now. We need to learn to 
appreciate the little things in life. We should be happy when we do get to see people, even if it’s 
just when we bump into them in the grocery store. It is going to be exciting when we finally can 
be back in church together, but until then we need to remember the words of Jesus in Matthew 
18:3. “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” 

 


