Rutherfordton, NC
Sunday, December 9, 2018

MEALS ON WHEELS
December 7…………...Debbie & Darrell
Bumgarner
December 21…..Brenda & Willis Archer

GREETERS
December—Truth Seekers Class
January—Logos Class

First Baptist Church
P.O. Box 839
Rutherfordton, NC 28139
828-286-9047

OPPORTUNITIES OF THE WEEK
PRAYER MINISTRY
December 9………………Nell Bovender Sunday, December 9
9:00 AM Prayer Ministry Team
……………………..Bob Smith
9:30 AM Deacon Prayer
……………..Margaret Higgins
9:45 AM Bible Study
December 16 …………..…John Blanton
…………...Gayle Youngblood 10:55 AM Morning Worship
6:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Christmas
……………..…Brenda Archer
Musical: “Rhapsody in Bluegrass”
Monday, December 10
JAIL MINISTRY
5:00 PM Welcome Table
8:15 AM
7:00 PM Quilters
December 9……………..Roberts Family
December 16…………....Hughes Family

NURSERY WORKERS
December 9……………………..Jill Knox
............................ Ashley Craig
December 16………….…..Amy Beheler
…………………....Angie Malan

First Baptist Church

Tuesday, December 11
1:00 PM Spanish Class
5:30 PM First Ringers
5:30 PM WOM Christmas Party
Wednesday, December 12
11:00 AM Staff Meeting
5:55 PM Children’s Choirs
6:30 PM Children’s Christmas
Program/ Jesus’ Birthday Party
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF
Tim Marsh
Pastor
828-755-1616
timfbcr@gmail.com
Beth Heffner
Minister of Music and Administration
828-980-2761
bethfbcr@gmail.com
John Miller
Minister of Youth and Children
704-472-5860
johnfbcr@gmail.com
Kenneth West
Organist
Alison Moore
Pianist
Crystal Pierson
Church Receptionist
Debbie Turner
Financial Secretary
debbiefbcr@gmail.com
Taylor Gilbert
Youth/Children Intern
tgilbertfbcr@gmail.com
Garry Cuthbertson
Custodian
George Hughes
Grounds Maintenance

ACOLYTES
Acolyte Leader for December:
Angie Malan
December 9…………Natalie Marsh
December 16………….Abby Miller
BIRTHDAYS OF THE WEEK
December 12……….Ted Honeycutt
……………………....Jessica Young
December 13…………..Lucy Malan
December 14…...…….John Blanton
December 15……....Scott Carpenter
……………………Melanie Carrick
………………………..Sonia Colnot
DEACON AT THE DOOR
Nell Bovender

COLLEGE STUDENT
Isaac Hughes
2328 Granville Towers In. South
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
University of NC—Chapel Hill
WELCOME TABLE
We are responsible for Welcome
Table tomorrow evening. If you
would like to help, a sign-up sheet is
located in the Welcome Center.
CORRECTION
It has come to our attention that
Willis Archer also helped to stain
the concrete that surrounds our fountain. We apologize for the omission.
Thanks to all who make our facilities looking great!
JOY GROUP
The JOY Group is invited to Dot
Carnegie’s on Thursday, December
20th from 3:00-5:00 PM. Dot lives
at 117 S. Mitchell St. in Rutherfordton.

Records for December 2, 2018
Sunday School Attendance....... 113
Morning Worship Attendance .. 175
Budget Requirements ..... $8,648.00
Budget Offering.............. $6,479.00
Special Offerings ............ $1,361.00
Total ............................. $7,840.00
Budget to Date
Required by 12-2-18..... $77,832.00
Received by 12-2-18 .... $82,164.31
Building Fund
Building Fund…………….$165.00
To Date……………….$135,827.33

PANCAKE MIX/SYRUP FOR YOKEFELLOW
October-November Goal: 60
October-November Donations: 69
December Goal: 30
December Donations: 6
We’ve surpassed our goal for the last two months! Thank
you for your generous donations!
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
We welcome to our church the following people who came forward during our morning worship service this past Sunday:
William Castro—William comes to us declaring his profession of faith and
wishes to be baptized into our fellowship. He has been attending Sunday
School and worshipping with us for the past 10 months. He is a native of St
Croix and enjoys reading and working out. His address is PO Box 127,
Spindale, NC.
Ken and Lorena West—The church welcomes Ken and Lorena upon a
transfer of membership. Lorena‘s membership is from Calvary Baptist
Church, Simpsonville. Ken is coming from First Baptist in Greer, SC. Lorena is a retired secretary and Ken was an elementary guidance counselor.
Ken is our organist who loves to bake bread! Ken and Lorena’s address is 3
Keenan Creek Way, Simpsonville, SC 29680.

SALVATION ARMY NEEDS YOUR HELP
The Salvation Army needs Bell Ringers urgently for several
sights around Rutherford County. They are hoping that Sunday
School groups or other kinds of groups will take a 4 hour
block, with 1 person in the group taking an hour turn. They are also offering paid positions. You can ring the bell and be paid minimum wage with a
minimum of working a 4 hour shift. To schedule volunteer ringing you
may call them at (704) 482-0375 or (704) 692-8515. Their office hours are
Monday-Saturday from 10:00 AM—7:00 PM. If you want to apply for the
paid position you must apply in person at the Salvation Army store at 256
W. Main St. in Forest City. Bring a photo ID and your Social Security
Card.
WOM CHRISTMAS PARTY
The Women on Mission group will have their annual Christmas party at
the home of Wayne and Linda Harris, Tuesday, December 11 at 5:30 PM.
The Harris’ address is 127 Green Meadows Drive, Forest City.

PASTOR’S COLUMN

YOUTH/CHILDREN—CALENDAR
12/9 (Sun)—Sanctuary Choir Christmas Musical (no youth/children)
12/12 (Wed)—Children’s Christmas Program/Jesus’ Birthday Party. Our
children’s music groups lead us in music and then everyone gathers together in the fellowship hall for cake/ice cream, and a chance to meet Santa!
(Church wide event)
FINAL WINTERSPREE BALANCE
Final balances for WinterSpree are due TODAY. Total is $50.00 per student. Please turn in ASAP.

RS MIDDLE HYGIENE DRIVE
We are collecting hygiene kit items for RS Middle School up until next
Sunday, December 16th. We are especially in need of shampoo, deodorant,
toothbrushes/toothpaste, and body lotion/body wash/bar soap. If you or
your SS class would be willing to donate any items, please drop them in the
storage bin outside of John’s office.
PEANUT BUTTER AND JELLY CAMPAIGN
Pam Robinson-Newton is a Guardian Ad Litem. She
is presently a court advocate for a 1 year old precious
baby boy. She discussed this project with her mission
group, Fellowship of Christian Women, at their last
meeting. They agreed this was a worthy cause. So,
they chose this ministry as their January outreach project. They would like
our church members to assist them in helping a local food bank. Please donate a plastic jar of peanut better, or a plastic jar of jelly, or both if you prefer to do so. The donation box will be downstairs in the Fellowship Sunday
School classroom. If you have any questions, you can call Pam at 2877939. The food drive will end the week of January 15, 2019.

"How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?"The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. Even
Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was
said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. For no word from God will ever
fail.""I am the Lord's servant," Mary answered. "May your word to me be fulfilled." Then the angel left her. (Luke 1:34-38, NIV)
“For nothing is impossible with God.” That’s how this verse is commonly translated. Of course we believe this. God can make the improbable probable and the
impossible possible. The implausible becomes plausible. We can count on this
truth
However, as I read the translation of this verse in the 2011 NIV, I noticed that
this version offered a translation with which I was unfamiliar: “For no word from
God will ever fail.” I checked the Greek, and sure enough, this is a much more
literal rendering of Luke 1:37 than other translations have to offer, including the
King James Version. It reminds us of the passage in Isaiah that reads “so is my
word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it” (Isaiah 55:11, NIV).
One key to exhibiting the Advent Virtue of peace is to submit to what God is
doing in the world, and to rest in the fact that God will accomplish what he says he
will accomplish. Though I do believe God can do anything – and I am sure the
angel, Gabriel, and Mary would agree – that is not the point of the verse. Rather
this is the appropriate lesson from Gabriel to Mary: when God says something will
happen, then it will come to pass in His appointed time and through His appointed
means.
If you are anxious, worried or uneasy, ask yourself this – “Is what I am anxious
about part of God’s plan to redeem the world? Is it a part of His Kingdom Story of
which I am apart?” I wonder how often the answer is “no.” We worry that our
children will have every possible pleasing experience that a child may have more
so than we worry about the quality of their spiritual formation. We worry about the
details of the party more so than the purpose of the party – to celebrate the God’s
promises and how he is at work in this unique setting (that is what parties are for,
right?). We worry about the outcome of our athletic contests and invest in their
result more so than we do the reason for having them at all – to have fun, bringing
people together and getting good physical exercise.
Just because something is important to me does not mean that it is important.
When I worry, I quickly realize that it has very little to do with God’s purposes, but
has everything to do with other people’s plans or my own self-interests. As Jesus
reminded us, worrying does not keep what will happen tomorrow from happening.
Rather, through prayer, asking God to intervene in our world according to His purpose and through immersion in scripture aligning ourselves with the purposes of
God, then we may experience peace in the midst of this chaotic world. May we
look to the one who holds the future in his hands for peace.
Grace and peace,
Tim

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
RUTHERFORDTON, NORTH CAROLINA
SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE
December 9, 2018
10:55 AM

HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
The Written Word
Rebecca Marsh and Scott Carpenter
Philippians 1:1-11; Luke 1: 26-38
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Series: At Once in Two Places

Anthem
“Noel Peace Canon”
Schram
Chorus:
Dona nobis pacem, pacem. (Grant us peace)
Bring us peace this Christmastime.
The first Noel the angel did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel. Born in the King of Israel.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel. Born in the King who will bring us peace.
(Chorus)
CCLI#1858884

(The Church as Witnesses to the Advent of Jesus Christ)

CALL TO WORSHIP
Greetings and Announcements
John Miller
Leader: The Lord is Risen!
People: He is Risen indeed!
Lighting the Acolyte Candles
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Kevin and Jessica Young
The Candle of Peace
Choral Invitation
“Love’s Pure Light”
Raney
Jane Simpson, Handbells
Litany
“Hope for God’s Peace”
Leader: In this season of Advent, we pray for God’s peace.
People: Christ is our light and the source of our peace.
Leader: We witness the hostility between nations and neighbors.
People: Christ is our light and the source of our peace.
Leader: We see a world full of fractured relationships and
unforgiving hearts..
People: Christ is our light and the source of our peace.
Leader: We seek relief from our own inner turmoil and restlessness..
People: Christ is our light and the source of our peace.
Prayer
*Hymn 126
“Angels, from the Realms of Glory”
REGENT SQUARE
*Invocation
Nell Bovender
REMEMBER AND GIVE THANKS
Children’s Message
Amy Revis
Voluntary
Morning Prayer/The Lord’s Prayer
Beth Heffner
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.
*Hymn of Offertory 124
“The First Nowell”
*Scripture and Prayer of Offertory Ephesians 5:1-2
Offertory

THE FIRST NOWELL

Jada Knox

The Spoken Word

“Witnesses to Peace”

Tim Marsh

*Hymn 132
“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”
CAROL
(We invite all who desire to make public professions of faith or transfer
church membership to do so at this time. And, we encourage all with
special prayer needs to pray with the pastor or pray silently at the altar
for personal or intercessory prayer needs.)
GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE
*Benediction
Tim Marsh
*Departing Song (80)
“Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love”
BAUGH
Hope, peace, joy, and love! These are gifts You bring from above.
Jesus, Emmanuel, come to be light of Your peace, reflected in me.
CCLI#1858884

*Postlude
*Congregation Standing
**Please remember to silence your cell phones or electronic devices**
SALVATION ARMY CHRISTMAS CHEER STOCKINGS
The Salvation Army Christmas Cheer Stockings have arrived to provide
Christmas for children in our community. Our goal is to fill 50 stockings
with essentials as well as fun items for kids. The deadline to return the
stockings is today. Please follow the instructions for the age and gender of
the child you select, and return the stocking to the church. Help make
Christmas special for the children of our community!

2018
2018 Advent/Christmas Calendar
Sunday, December 9—10:55 AM service—Second Sunday of Advent
Sermon: “Witnesses to Peace”
Sunday, December 9—6:00 PM— “Rhapsody in Bluegrass” by Joseph M.
Martin. Our Sanctuary Choir will present this meaningful and fun
Christmas musical with a bluegrass band!
Wednesday, December 12—6:30 PM—Children’s Christmas Program/
Jesus’ Birthday Party presented by the children’s choirs and followed by a birthday party for Jesus with Santa in attendance!
Sunday, December 16—10:55 AM—Third Sunday of Advent
Sermon: “Witnesses to Joy”
Sunday, December 16—6:00 PM—Moravian Lovefeast
Come and enjoy this traditional service which includes scripture,
reading, fellowship, music souvenir beeswax candle lighting and
authentic oravian buns and sweetened coffee. Our First Ringers
Handbell Choir will be the featured musicians for this service.
Sunday, December 23—10:55 AM Service—Fourth Sunday of Advent
Sermon: “Witnesses to Love”
Monday, December 24—7:00 PM—Annual Christmas Even Candlelight
and Communion Service—Come and bring your family and make
this special service part of your family Christmas tradition. This
beautiful service will include music, scripture, communion, a message from our Pastor, and a baptism!

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, RUTHERFORDTON is
seeking applicants for part time work on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons
with our after-school program, Friendship Club. If interested, please submit
your resume to our church office at First: Rutherfordton, 264 North Main
Street, Rutherfordton, NC 28139 or pcraft@fumcrutherfordton.org.

Sunday, December 9, 2018
6:00 PM
Presented by the Sanctuary Choir of
First Baptist Church, Rutherfordton
Accompanied by a Bluegrass Band!

