Rutherfordton, NC
Sunday, December 2, 2018

MEALS ON WHEELS
December 7 …………..Debbie & Darrell
Bumgarner
December 21…..Brenda & Willis Archer

GREETERS
December—Truth Seekers Class
January—Logos Class

JAIL MINISTRY
8:15 AM
December 2……………….Jones Family
December 9……………..Roberts Family

PRAYER MINISTRY
December 2………………...Joe Hughes
………………….…Kaye Craft
…………………...….Lib Page
December 9 ………...……Nell Bovender
……………………..Bob Smith
……………..Margaret Higgins

NURSERY WORKERS
December 2……………Belinda Camper
.......................... Janet Hughes
December 9………………..Ashley Craig
……………….………...Jill Knox

First Baptist Church

First Baptist Church
P.O. Box 839
Rutherfordton, NC 28139
828-286-9047
OPPORTUNITIES OF THE WEEK
Sunday, December 2
9:00 AM Prayer Ministry Team
9:30 AM Deacon Prayer
9:45 AM Bible Study
10:55 AM Morning Worship
4:15 PM Youth Handbells
5:00 PM Youth Choir
6:00 PM Hanging of the Green
Monday, December 3
5:00 PM Welcome Table

Tuesday, December 4
1:00 PM Spanish Class
5:30 PM First Ringers
Wednesday, December 5
8:15 AM JOY Group Carol Sing
11:00 AM Staff Meeting
5:15 PM Wednesday Meal
5:55 PM Children’s Choirs
6:30 PM Children’s Missions
6:30 PM Youth Christmas Party
6:30 PM Adult Prayer Meeting
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir
7:30 PM WinterSpree Parent Meeting

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF
Tim Marsh
Pastor
828-755-1616
timfbcr@gmail.com
Beth Heffner
Minister of Music and Administration
828-980-2761
bethfbcr@gmail.com
John Miller
Minister of Youth and Children
704-472-5860
johnfbcr@gmail.com
Kenneth West
Organist
Alison Moore
Pianist
Debbie Turner
Financial Secretary
debbiefbcr@gmail.com
Taylor Gilbert
Youth/Children Intern
tgilbertfbcr@gmail.com
Garry Cuthbertson
Custodian
George Hughes
Grounds Maintenance

ACOLYTES
December Acolyte Leader:
Angie Malan
December 2………...Hannah Parker
December 9………....Natalie Marsh
BIRTHDAYS OF THE WEEK
December 2………..George Hughes
December 3………….Ryan Beheler
December 4………..John McMahan
…………………………..Toby Kay
December 5………...Alesia Wilkins
…………………...John Alan Marsh
December 6…………..Bud Grissom
December 7……….Eddie Robinson

DEACON AT THE DOOR
Joe Hughes
COLLEGE STUDENT
Scott Herrick
PO Box 1086
Cullowhee, NC 28723
Western Carolina University
Funeral Food Alert
Team #1
Meryl Lawrence
Nancy Giles

USHERS FOR DECEMBER
Team 2: Calvin McGinnis, Daryl
Camper, Lane Parton, Stan Clements, Scott Lawrence, Emily Kay,
Vicki Hughes, Ronnie Wilson
PAINTED CONCRETE
Recently, Billy Honeycutt stained
the concrete surrounding the fountain grey. It covers the old red clay
stains and coordinates beautifully
with the new concrete in front of the
building.
Records for November 25, 2018
Sunday School Attendance....... 117
Morning Worship Attendance .. 170
Budget Requirements ..... $8,648.00
Budget Offering.............. $7,743.00
Special Offerings ............... $408.00
Total ............................. $8,151.00
Budget to Date
Required by 11-25-18... $69,184.00
Received by 11-25-18 .. $75,491.41
Building Fund
Building Fund…………………..$0
To Date……………….$135,662.33

PANCAKE MIX/SYRUP FOR YOKEFELLOW
October Goal: 30
October Donations: 38
November Goal: 30
November Donations: 31
We reached our goal again in November! Thank you for
making this possible! Many people in our county will be
very grateful!
WELCOME TABLE
Our church is responsible for the Welcome Table meals on Mondays, December 3 and 10. A sign-up sheet is located in the Welcome Center if you
can help with serving, setting up, cleaning up, or making desserts.
MEALS ON WHEELS
Meals on Wheels is a program through which hot lunches are provided to
shut-ins. Our church participates by delivering meals in Spindale two or
three Fridays per month. Deliveries take a couple of hours, and volunteers
would work 2-3 times each year. Would you consider joining in this ministry, or are you unable to continue helping? If so, please contact the church
office or Lynn Blanton—429-4864.
PRAYER MINISTRY
If you would like to join the FBC Sunday morning prayer ministry, please
contact the church office or see Nell Bovender soon. We are forming the
next quarter’s list now.
THANK YOU
Thank you so much for the prayers, cards and calls during this difficult
time. It means a lot to be remembered by such a caring and loving “home”
church family. -Marjorie Geer and Bonita Haddock
LIGHTING OF THE RUTHERFORDTON CHRISTMAS TREE
Saturday, December 1 following the Christmas Parade
You may be interested to know that (weather permitting) the First Ringers
Handbell Choir will be playing for this event and will also play a special
arranged piece written for this event and to be played with the Ol’ 74 Jazz
Band!

WEDNESDAY MEAL: DECEMBER 5
Menu: Spaghetti, Salad, Bread, Dessert
Cost: Adult $5.00 (6th Grade and up)
Children $3.00 (5th Grade and under)
Maximum per family: $16
Time: 5:30-6:30 PM

PASTOR’S COLUMN

YOUTH/CHILDREN—CALENDAR
With the Holidays comes Holiday schedules. Please take note of the dates
below for your family calendar
TONIGHT—Hanging of the Greens Service (Church wide service in the
sanctuary)
12/5 (This Wed)—Youth Christmas Party in the basement. Regular Music/
Mission Groups for Children.
12/9 (Sun)—Adult Christmas/Choir Program (no youth/children)
12/12 (Wed)—Jesus’ Birthday Party. Our children’s music groups lead us
in music and then everyone gathers together in the fellowship hall for cake/
ice cream, and a chance to meet Santa! (Church wide event)
FINAL WINTERSPREE BALANCE
1) Thank you to everyone who gave to our youth numbered envelopes fundraiser. We appreciate the continued support of our students and families!
2) The final balance for students is due by December 9th (next Sunday). After fundraisers, the remaining balance is $50.00 per student.
YOUTH—WINTERSPREE YOUTH & PARENT MEETING
THIS WEDNESDAY IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE YOUTH
CHRISTMAS PARTY
This meeting will start at 7:30 PM and will last no later than 7:45 PM.
Please make plans to attend since we’ll be discussing details of the trip such
as schedule, rooming, overall guidelines, etc… If you can’t attend, please
make plans to speak with me so we can all be on the same page.

SALVATION ARMY CHRISTMAS CHEER STOCKINGS
The Salvation Army Christmas Cheer Stockings have arrived to provide
Christmas for children in our community. Our goal is to fill 50 stockings
with essentials as well as fun items for kids. The deadline to return the
stockings is Sunday, December 9. Please follow the instructions for the
age and gender of the child you select, and return the stocking to the church.
Help make Christmas special for the children of our community!

So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When they came together, the LORD
made her conceive, and she bore a son. Then the women said to Naomi, "Blessed
be the LORD, who has not left you this day without next-of-kin; and may his name
be renowned in Israel! He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of
your old age; for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you than
seven sons, has borne him." Then Naomi took the child and laid him in her bosom,
and became his nurse. The women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying,
"A son has been born to Naomi." They named him Obed; he became the father of
Jesse, the father of David. (Ruth 4:13-17, NRSV)
For those of us who participate in Sunday School classes that use the Smyth &
Helwys Sunday School curriculum, you know that we studied the book of Ruth
during the month of November. Ruth is the story of an Israelite woman, Naomi,
who lost her husband and her two sons in a short period of time. She no longer had
children, and her sons had no children either. Naomi was left with no heirs to care
for her and to carry on the family name. It is also the story of love and faithfulness.
Ruth, one of Naomi’s daughter-in-law’s, refused to leave Naomi’s side. Rather,
she returned with Naomi to Naomi’s home. Even though Naomi was destined for a
pauper’s life, Ruth remained by her side. She gleaned in the fields, picking all the
leftover produce so that she and Naomi could eat.
Naomi encouraged Ruth to glean in the fields of Boaz, who was a relative of
Naomi’s deceased husband. Boaz noticed Ruth, and protected her. He made certain that enough food was left behind to sustain the two. And, he thought highly of
her. Ruth was faithful to Naomi. And, this impressed Boaz. Naomi instructed Ruth
to ask Boaz to “redeem” her, fulfilling his role as the kinsman-redeemer, whose
responsibility was to marry the widow of his deceased relative, Mahlon.
And, in doing so, Ruth had a child. Ruth’s child, Obed “caused the breath to
return” to Naomi. In other words, Naomi had reason to live, and she had hope because even though Obed was not her grandson biologically, Ruth had given her
deceased husband a grandson through Boaz, assuring that their lineage would continue on. And, as the story ends, Obed would become the grandfather of David, the
great King of God’s people.
Seeing Beth preside over her grandson’s dedication Sunday reminded me of this
special story, along with our Sunday School lessons. Seeing Dale read the scripture as part of the dedication reminded me of what Advent is about. It’s about
hope. In the blessings, the litany, and prayers, we asked that God would use Greyson in a special way to reveal Jesus to others. We asked God to give him a long
life, in which he would discover and use his gifts and talents for God and to make
the world a Dale better place. Each time a child is born, we witness a miracle of
God’s creative goodness. We have reason to hope.
Obed restored Naomi’s hope and gave her life. Here at Advent, we remember the
child who can and will restore our hope, causing our breath to return, and giving
us life, even when a bright future seems improbable. Join us this Sunday, as we
celebrate Advent, as we await the return of the one who has brought life and light
to our world.
Grace and peace,
Tim

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
RUTHERFORDTON, NORTH CAROLINA
SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE
December 2, 2018
10:55 AM
Sermon Series: At Once in Two Places

(The Church as Witnesses to the Advent of Jesus Christ)

CALL TO WORSHIP
Greetings and Announcements
Tim Marsh
Leader: The Lord is Risen!
People: He is Risen indeed!
Lighting the Acolyte Candles “Come and Behold Him”
Chisum/Searcy
First Baptist Youth Choir
John Miller, Guitar and Alison Moore, Piano
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Chip, Judy Bond and Donna Dahl
The Candle of Hope
Choral Invitation
“Love’s Pure Light”
Raney
Jane Simpson, Handbells
Litany
“Hope for God’s Presence”
Leader: In this season of Advent, we long for God’s presence.
People: Christ is our light and the source of our hope.
Leader: In this season of Advent, we search for God’s truth.
People: Christ is our light and the source of our hope.
Leader: In this season of Advent, we seek God’s guidance.
People: Christ is our light and the source of our hope.
Leader: In this season of Advent, we remember God’s promise.
People: Christ is our light and the source of our hope.
Prayer
*Hymn 79
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
VENI EMMANEUL
*Invocation
Joe Hughes
REMEMBER AND GIVE THANKS
Children’s Message
Laura Hodge
Morning Prayer/The Lord’s Prayer
John Miller
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.
*Hymn of Offertory 9 “Prepare the Royal Highway” BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN
*Scripture and Prayer of Offertory Matthew 5:23-24
Emma Rees
Offertory

HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
Don Ledbetter and William Castro
Colossians 1:24-29, Luke 1:5-25
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Anthem
“Come to Us”
Sorenson
Come now, sweet Jesus, and take all our fears away.
We have been waiting, and need You to come and save us.
Come to us, Jesus, and take all our fears away.
We have been waiting. We need You to come and save us.
Take all our heartache. Take all our sin.
Show us deliverance. Let healing begin.
Hear us in mercy. Protect us somehow.
We are Your children. Come to us now.
Come to us, Jesus, and take all our fears away.
We have been waiting. We need You to come and save us.
Hold up the weary. Lift up the weak.
Help us and give us the peace that we seek.
You have been promised. We kneel and we bow, waiting for refuge.
Come to us now, Lord.
O come to us, Jesus, we ask Thee to stay
Close by us forever, and love us we pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.
Come now, sweet Jesus. We ask You to come and save us,
Heal us, hold us, hear us, help us.
CCLI#1858884
The Spoken Word
“Witnesses to Hope”
Tim Marsh
GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE
*Hymn 99
“View the Present Through the Promise”
AR HYD Y NOS, alt.
(We invite all who desire to make public professions of faith or transfer
church membership to do so at this time. And, we encourage all with
special prayer needs to pray with the pastor or pray silently at the altar
for personal or intercessory prayer needs.)
*Benediction
Tim Marsh
*Departing Song (80)
“Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love”
BAUGH
Hope, peace, joy, and love! These are gifts You bring from above.
Jesus, Emmanuel, come to be light of Your hope, reflected in me.
The Written Word

*Postlude

CCLI#1858884

*Congregation Standing
**Please remember to silence your cell phones or electronic devices**

2018 Advent/Christmas Calendar
Sunday, December 2—10:55 AM Service—First Sunday of Advent
Sermon: “Witnesses to Hope”
Sunday, December 2—6:00 PM—Hanging of the Green Service
Come hear and watch as we prepare our Sanctuary for the Advent/
Christmas season during this annual event with decorating, Christmas music, and narration.
Sunday, December 9—10:55 AM service—Second Sunday of Advent
Sermon: “Witnesses to Peace”
Sunday, December 9—6:00 PM— “Rhapsody in Bluegrass” by Joseph M.
Martin. Our Sanctuary Choir will present this meaningful and fun
Christmas musical with a bluegrass band!
Wednesday, December 12—6:30 PM—Children’s Christmas Program/
Jesus’ Birthday Party presented by the children’s choirs and followed by a birthday party for Jesus with Santa in attendance!
Sunday, December 16—10:55 AM—Third Sunday of Advent
Sermon: “Witnesses to Joy”
Sunday, December 16—6:00 PM—Moravian Lovefeast
Come and enjoy this traditional service which includes scripture,
reading, fellowship, music souvenir beeswax candle lighting and
authentic oravian buns and sweetened coffee. Our First Ringers
Handbell Choir will be the featured musicians for this service.
Sunday, December 23—10:55 AM Service—Fourth Sunday of Advent
Sermon: “Witnesses to Love”
Monday, December 24—7:00 PM—Annual Christmas Even Candlelight
and Communion Service—Come and bring your family and make
this special service part of your family Christmas tradition. This
beautiful service will include music, scripture, communion, a message from our Pastor, and a baptism!

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
We welcome to our church member the following people who came forward during our morning worship service this past Sunday:
Lucy Malan—Lucy has presented herself for baptism into our church fellowship. She is 7 years old, loves unicorns, ballet, and Legos. Lucy lives
at 153 Deacons Ridge Rd. in Rutherfordton. She is the daughter of Jaison
and Angie Malan and has two older sisters, Kailey and Emma. She is
looking forward to being baptized on Christmas Eve.
Casey and Spencer Creswell—Casey and Spencer came requesting membership into our fellowship through transfer of letter at Zoar Baptist
Church in Shelby, NC. Casey is a contractor for RK&K with the Department of Transportation. He enjoys playing guitar and she loves singing.
Casey and Spencer are products from John Miller’s Youth Ministry at
Zoar. Since that time, Casey and Spencer have moved to Rutherfordton
and wish to make us their new church home. They have a precious little
blonde haired 2 year old by the name of Elsie. Their address is 266 Cardinal Rd, Rutherfordton, NC.
WELCOME TO THE CHURCH STAFF
Through an unanimous church vote this past Sunday morning, Crystal
Pierson has become our new part-time Church Receptionist. She started
this week and has fit in wonderfully! Crystal will be in the church office
to take your calls and manage the doors Monday—Thursday from 9:00
AM-1:00 PM. We gratefully welcome Crystal to our church staff!

HANGING OF THE GREEN SERVICE
Sunday, December 2, 2108
6:00 PM
Come hear wonderful Christmas music from the Youth and Adult Handbell Choirs, The Sanctuary Choir, The Youth Choir, and a solo from Melea
Jones! We’ll be bringing in the Advent/Christmas season as we hear music, listen to narration, and decorate the sanctuary!

