Rutherfordton, NC
Sunday, February 25, 2018

GREETERS
February
Youth

JAIL MINISTRY
8:15 AM
February 25……………..Jones Family
March 4………………..Roberts Family

First Baptist Church
P.O. Box 839
Rutherfordton, NC 28139
828-286-9047

WEE WORSHIP
OF THE WEEK
OPPORTUNITIES
February 25……………..Joann Beasley
February 25
Sunday,
……………..Jennifer Roberts
9:00 Prayer Ministry Team
March 4………………Debbie McKinnon
9:15 Deacon Prayer
………………..Penny Parker
9:45 Bible Study
10:55 Morning Worship
PRAYER MINISTRY
Wee Worship
11:00
February 25……………Scott Carpenter
4:15 Youth Handbells
…………….Mike Stephenson
Choir
Youth
5:00
……………….Brenda Archer
Training
Discipleship
6:00
March 4 …………………….Joe Hughes
February 27
Tuesday,
………………..Ronnie Wilson
5:30 First Ringers Handbells
………………..Brenda Wilson

NURSERY WORKERS
February 25…………………Lori Herrick
.......................... Nell Bovender
March 4……………………...Lewis Craig
…………………....Sandy Smith

First Baptist Church

Wednesday, February 28
5:30 Prepared Meal
5:55 Children’s Choirs
6:30 Missions (Mission
Friends only)
6:30 Adult Prayer Meeting
7:30 Sanctuary Choir

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF
Tim Marsh
Pastor
828-755-1616
tmarsh0307@gmail.com
Beth Heffner
Minister of Music and Administration
828-980-2761
bethfbcr@gmail.com
John Miller
Minister of Youth and Children
704-472-5860
jmiller818@gmail.com
Kenneth West
Organist
Alison Moore
Pianist
Debbie Turner
Financial Secretary
debbiefbcr@gmail.com
Garry Cuthbertson
Custodian
George Hughes
Grounds Maintenance

BIRTHDAYS OF THE WEEK
February 25……Donna Stephenson
………………………...Blain Jones
……………………......Lane Parton
February 27……..Craig Sappenfield
………………………..Mike Martin
……………………….Ashley Craig
……………………….Lorena West
February 28……….....Ali Bovender
……………………Danae Hill Crist
March 1………….....Leslie Bennett
……………………..Robert Lawing
……………………....Noah Lawing
March 2………………Erin Pickard
………………………….Gail Jones
……………………….Kenan Foster
………………………...Henry Giles
March 3……………..Melissa Deniz
…………………….....Rachel Jones

USHERS FOR FEBRUARY
Team 1: George Hughes, Todd
Hodge, Jamie Knox, Seth Parton,
Rusty Washburn, Bruce Boone, John
Henry Deaver, Griggs McKinnon
DEACON AT THE DOOR
Scott Carpenter
COLLEGE STUDENT
Ali Bovender
92 Westside Drive, Apt. 207B
Cullowhee, NC 28723
Western Carolina University
ACOLYTES
February 25………..Jeremiah Craig
………………………...Jacob Craig
March 4………….....Hannah Parker
……………………...Natalie Marsh

Records for February 18, 2017
Sunday School Attendance ....... 121
Morning Worship Attendance .. 165
Budget Requirements...... $8,664.00
Budget Offering .............. $8,219.00
Special Offerings ............... $472.00
Total ............................. $8,691.00
Budget to Date
Required by 2-18-18 ... $181,944.00
Received by 2-18-18 ... $187,071.13
Building Fund
Received ................................ $1.00
Capital Campaign .............. $140.00
To Date ....................... $420,430.71

WEDNESDAY MEAL: February 28
Menu: Soft Tacos, Mexican Rice, Dessert
Cost: Adult $5.00 (6th Grade and up)
Children $3.00 (5th Grade and under)
Maximum per family: $16
Time: 5:30-6:30 PM
CANNED MEAT FOR YOKEFELLOW
January Goal: 30
January Donations: 36
February Goal: 30
February Donations: 42
We have reached and exceeded our February goal by the middle of the
month! Congratulations! Winter is an important time for nutritious meals,
and some families in our county may be surviving on canned meat. Please
think of these folks as you shop for groceries. Thank you for your continued support of this vital ministry!
WELCOME NEW MEMBER!
Elizabeth Roberts, age 6, daughter of John and Jennifer Roberts presented herself to the church for baptism. She attends Spindale Elementary
as a Kindergartner and loves animals, worms, and bugs. She enjoys chocolate, mud, and playing video games on her tablet. She is ahead of her class
in reading and loves her sister from time to time. Her address is 126 Spinner St., Spindale.

Tonight (Feb. 25, ILLUMINATE) 6:00-7:00 PM Discussion Groups at
Main St. Ice Cream & Coffee. 2nd Adult—??
Wednesday (Feb. 28 DIVE): Sermon on the Mount Series with guest
speaker Wesley Smith. 2nd Adult—Angie Malan
Passport 2nd Deposits: $100 due by April. We still have a few spots open
if anyone is interested.

NEW INTERN TO JOIN OUR MINISTRY
We are excited to introduce First Baptist Church to Taylor Gilbert, who
will serve as our Youth and Children’s Ministry Intern for the Spring and
Summer of 2018. She attends Gardner-Webb University and is a native of
Shelby, NC. Our Personnel Committee has approved of Taylor and the following arrangements: She will be paid $400 per month from the Office
Manager line item until the next budget year.. She will begin on March 1,
and her first Sunday with us will be Sunday, March 4. This internship has a
definite ending of September 30, with the possibility to renew, or for FBCR
to pursue a new intern, and depending on availability of finances. The deacon board has agreed that no formal vote should be taken. Taylor has read
our Safe Congregation policy and meets all requirements of the background
screening. Below is Taylor’s biography:

MEET OUR NEW INTERN: TAYLOR GILBERT
Taylor: Lover of children, the mountains, all dogs, and Jesus.
I am a current sophomore at Gardner-Webb University majoring in Elementary Education. You will find me making lesson plans, growing small
minds, writing in my color coordinated planner, lifting weights, recruiting
students in the Admissions office, playing tennis, eating chicken nuggets,
and teaching children about the love of Jesus. Frederick Bueschner stated,
“the place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the
world’s deep hunger meet.” When praying about where God was calling
me in this chapter of my life, I began to think about where I find my gladness. I find my gladness in the desire of the big brown eyes of the child
listening to the stories about Jesus’ grace. I find my gladness in the sound
of children laughing and watching the smiles form on their faces as they
realize that they are loved. How can my gladness meet the hunger of this
world? I truly believe that God has something amazing planned for me here
at First Baptist and I cannot wait to see what He reveals throughout this
amazing journey. I am so, incredibly excited to love on the children of First
Baptist and be a part of this community.

PASTOR’S COLUMN
I’ve been doing a lot of thinking since the Parkland shooting. I’ve had a lot of mixed
emotions. While I’ve felt grief for the seventeen students who died, I am no longer astonished by school shootings. Hearing about them has become the norm. It’s not a matter of if
another will happen, but when. And that’s sad. When I was thirteen, I watched from the
press box of Legion Field as a gunman opened fire during the fourth quarter of a high
school game. Over 20,000 filled the 75,000-seat stadium. I watched as that mass scattered. I
watched as my father left the press box, making his way to gate 7A, the main entrance for
high school games. It was his job to make sure that teams were safe. Five people were shot.
It was a blessing that none were killed.
For all of those who want something done, and hearing how complex it is to get something done, my father had metal detectors installed at both Legion Field and Lawson Field
(the high school stadiums shared by several of the north-east Birmingham high schools) by
the following Thursday evening. So, it’s not impossible to act quickly.
At the same time, when something horrible happens, we always ask whether or not the
tragedy can be prevented. For some, the answer is gun-control. For others, the answer is
mental health care. Without violating the Second Amendment, I am certain that we could
develop better gun-control laws, background checks, training requirements and such for gun
owners. I don’t think that’s unreasonable. Moreover, I don’t think outlawing an AR-15 is
unreasonable either. For mental health, it might be tricky. Diagnoses, counseling, medications and other methods to help those dealing with mental illness take time and money.
Again, it may take time, changes to laws, and such, but it’s not impossible. (A side note: for
personal reasons, I resent the implication that a diagnosis of a mental illness means that the
mentally ill are dangerous. An overwhelming majority are not.) So doing something about
gun laws and mental health care can help. But it won’t solve the problem, if solving the
problem means completely eliminating the problem.
Others think that if all families would “do what they are supposed to do” and teach their
children “right from wrong,” then the problem will go away. Well, the problem is that it’s
not happening. There is no way to make anyone do what they are supposed to do. Using
words like “ought” and “should” simply is not helpful. What about arming teachers or employing security guards? It could help, but it won’t eliminate the problem.
Here’s the reality that no one wants to admit. We live in a world in which these things
happen. We always have. Human history has a history of violence, of evil, of selfcenteredness, lack of compassion and problems. Does that mean that we don’t look for solutions? Of course not! At the same time, there’s a deeper problem in the human heart than
the fruit of that problem, whether it’s school shootings, Ponzi schemes, human trafficking,
exploitation, or whatever it may manifest itself. We live in a fallen world. Human individual
lives are fallen, along with the social structures to which we belong.
Yet, that’s not the last word. We live in a world that God loved so much that he would
send his Son to live for it, to die for it, and to return for it. In the Gospel lies the solution to
the problem. Please continue to remember the students, faculty and staff in Parkland, Florida, as they move forward. Remember those who are grieving the loss of children, friends
and family. More than that, please remember that we, followers of Christ, hold the gospel in
our hands, to share with individuals and social structures alike, in both word and deed.
Grace and peace,
Tim

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
RUTHERFORDTON, NORTH CAROLINA
SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE
February 25, 2018
10:55 AM
Sermon Series: Just Jesus
CALL TO WORSHIP
Greetings and Announcements
Beth Heffner
Leader: The Lord is Risen!
People: He is Risen indeed!
Lighting the Acolyte Candles
Don Ledbetter, Indian Flute
The Ordinance of Baptism
Baptismal Candidate: Elizabeth Roberts
Baptism
Baptismal Sentences
Tim: Hear the pledge of your family of faith:
Congregation: We rejoice with you. We will pray for you.
And we will walk with you in the way of Jesus until the day
when He shall bring us all home.
Prayer
Tim Marsh
*Hymn 307
*Invocation

“All Creatures of Our God and King”

LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Scott Carpenter
REMEMBER AND GIVE THANKS
Children’s Message
John Miller
The Lord’s Prayer
Beth Heffner
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.
*Hymn of Offertory 186 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” HAMBURG
*Scripture and Prayer of Offertory 1 John 3:17-18
Natalie Marsh
Offertory
Presentation to Baptismal Candidate
Frank Jones
HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
The Observance of the Lord’s Supper
The Written Word
Mark 4:1-20
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Tim Marsh

Anthem
“Until He Comes Again”
arr. Lantz
We eat this bread in memory of One who died so willingly.
We drink this cup, we honor Him until He comes again,
until He comes again.
We open up our hearts to You. We ask your Spirit make us new.
We daily vow to let Him in until He comes again.
Chorus:
Until He returns we pledge our lives to celebrate this holy feast,
recalling why He died.
We thank you, Lord, for all you’ve done by sending us Your only Son.
We lift our hearts and worship Him until He comes again,
until He comes again. (Chorus)
We lift our hearts and worship Him until He comes again,
until He comes again.
CCLI#1858884
The Spoken Word

“In Search of Good Soil”

Tim Marsh

Partaking of the Bread
Partaking of the Cup
GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE
*Benediction
*Departing Song (267)
“Blest Be the Tie”
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. Amen.
*Postlude

DENNIS

*Congregation Standing
**Please remember to silence your cell phones or electronic devices**

________________________________________________________
COMMUNITY LENTEN SERVICE
Wednesday, February 28, 2018, 12:00 Noon
Host Church: Russell Tabernacle Church, Spindale
(Rev. Arrie Melvin, Pastor)
Guest Minister: Rev. Sam Burleson, Salem United Methodist Church

