
Welcome                                                                                         Tim Marsh 
 
Call to Worship/Adoration                        Beth Heffner and John Miller                                    
A trumpet sounds from afar 
Listen, God is calling. 
What does the Lord say to us? 
Now is the time. Today is the day. 
Now is the time to return to God 
Today is the day of our salvation. 
Our sins cover us like mist upon the mountains. 
But you, Lord, have show us your forgiveness. 
Praise our God of grace and constant compassion! 
Thanks be to our Lord! 

 
The Written Word                                       Beth Heffner and John Miller 

Old Testament Reading:                                      Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
New Testament Reading:                        2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10 

 
Special Music                                                                             Beth Heffner 

Hymn 168                                  “I Take the Cross of Jesus Christ” 
 
Invocation                                                                                      Tim Marsh 

Merciful God, teach us to fast. Give us strength to resist our greed and 
the patience to withstand our passing need. Help us to stand in solidarity with 
those who don’t get to choose. And help us to be hungry for the right things – 
for righteousness, for justice and peace. 

Faithful God, teach us to pray. Give us grace to sit still. Help us to value 
time with you above all other time. Show us how to find and keep a routine and 
pattern of life so that you are the ebb and flow of our every thought and word 
and deed.  

Generous God, teach us to give money away. As you have invested your 
whole destiny in us, let our giving reflect our gratitude and our longing to be like 
you. Show us the person, the institution, the cause to which you will us to be 
bound by bonds of finance and affection. 

Truthful God, teach us to examine ourselves. Search inside our hearts 
and take away those things that don’t belong there. Help us to search inside 
your heart and put the things we find there inside our own. 

Revealing God, teach us to read your scripture. Show us the parts of 
your story we forget and open us to the aspects of your purposes we fail to 
comprehend. Make your Word a lantern to our feet and a light to our path.  

Reconciling God, come and heal our broken relationships. This Lent 
show us one enemy who can become a friend. Introduce us to a stranger who 
opens to us a window into your kingdom. And teach us when and how to say the 
word “Sorry.” Amen. 
(Sam Wells and Abigail Kocher, Shaping the Prayers of the People, p.90-91) 

 
Confession of Sins                                                                            Psalm 51 

“A Clean Heart” by Phuc Luu 
(www.theworkofthepeople.com/psalm-51) 

 
Assurance of Pardon                                                                    Tim Marsh 
The Lord our God is gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God.  Amen       
 
The Written Word                                       Beth Heffner and John Miller 
 Old Testament Reading:                                           Isaiah 58:1-12 
 New Testament Reading:                                  Matthew 6:16-21 
 
Response to the Word                                                                 Tim Marsh  
Grant to us O Lord, to enter upon this holy fast with the armor of Christian 
warfare: that we who are to fight against spiritual wickedness, may be 
fortified with the power of self-denial. Through Christ, our Lord.  
(Ash Wednesday, Roman Missal, The Oxford Book of Prayer, #630) 

 
                                                                         

The Invitation to Ashes 
 

Remember That You Are Dust 
(www.theworkofthepeople.com/remember-that-you-are-dust) 

 
Imposition of Ashes                             
(At this time in the service, please dab the premade ashes on your finger and gently 
make the sign of the cross on your forehead. If you do not have ashes, symbolically 
make the sign of the cross on your forehead.) 

 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 



Pastoral Prayer/The Lord’s Prayer                                            Tim Marsh 
 Most gracious and loving God, I seek this day to remember that I am dust 

and to dust I shall return. God, why do I fear being mortal? Perhaps I think it 
diminishes me in your sight. And yet…the flower that is here today and gone 
tomorrow is no less precious to you simply because it is transitory. The 
sparrow that falls to the ground is no less precious to you simply because of 
its frailty. So with me. I’m precious to you even though all too soon my body 
will be food for the worms. Thank you, Lord, for assuring me of my infinite 
worth. I can now face the real truth about myself, namely, that I am dust, 
and to dust I shall return. And after…the resurrection of the dead! 
Our Father, who art in Heaven 

 Hallowed be Thy Name 
 Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven 
 Give us this day our daily bread 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory. 
Forever. Amen. 
(Richard Foster, Prayers from the Heart, p. 22) 

 
Benediction                                                   Beth Heffner and John Miller 
Though we were overwhelmed by sorrow, 
 We can rejoice in Christ. 
Though we were dead, 
 We are alive in Christ. 
Though we had nothing, 
 We possess everything in Christ. 
In Christ, the day of deliverance has dawned!  
 Amen! 
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