NURSERY WORKERS
February 4 ................... Rebecca Marsh
.......................... Nell Bovender
February 11 ......................Laura Hodge
........................... Lynn Blanton
First Baptist Church
P.O. Box 839
Rutherfordton, NC 28139
828-286-9047

GREETERS
February
Fellowship Class

JAIL MINISTRY
8:15 AM
February 4 .................... Roberts Family
February 11 .................. Hughes Family

PRAYER MINISTRY
February 4 ......................Jane Simpson
............................... Kaye Craft
.................................. Lib Page
February 11 .................... Daryl Camper
...........................Martha Jones
......................... Stan Clements

WEE WORSHIP
February 4 ..........................Lewis Craig
........................ Claudia Waters
February 11 ....................... Beth Archer
................................................

Rutherfordton, NC

OPPORTUNITIES OF THE WEEK
Sunday, February 4
9:00 Prayer Ministry Team
9:15 Deacon Prayer
9:45 Bible Study
10:55 Morning Worship
11:00 Wee Worship
4:15 Youth Handbells
5:00 Youth Choir
6:00 Discipleship Training

First Baptist Church

Tuesday, February 6
5:30 First Ringers Handbells
Wednesday, February 7
5:30 Prepared Meal
5:55 Children’s Choirs
6:30 Missions (Mission
Friends, GA’s, RA’s)
6:30 Bible Study and Prayer
7:30 Sanctuary Choir

February 4, 2018

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF
Tim Marsh
Pastor
828-755-1616
timfbcr@gmail.com
Beth Heffner
Minister of Music and Administration
828-980-2761
bethfbcr@gmail.com
John Miller
Minister of Children and Youth
704-472-5860
johnfbcr@gmail.com
Kenneth West
Organist
Alison Moore
Pianist
Debbie Turner
Financial Secretary
debbiefbcr@gmail.com
Garry Cuthbertson
Custodian
George Hughes
Grounds Maintenance

ACOLYTES
February 4 ................Hannah Parker
.................................. Natalie Marsh
February 11 ..................Abby Miller
.............................. Aidan Ledbetter
BIRTHDAYS OF THE WEEK
February 5 ..............Lindsay Schultz
................................. Adam Heffner
February 6 ................ Tyler Franklin
February 9 .................. Alan Herrick
..................................... Jamie Knox
.................................... Luke Archer
.................................... Jenn Bechtel
COLLEGE STUDENT
Alyssa Bechtel
107 Jordan Lane
Rutherfordton
ICC

USHERS FOR FEBRUARY
Team 1: George Hughes, Todd
Hodge, Jamie Knox, Seth Parton,
Rusty Washburn, Bruce Boone, John
Henry Deaver, Griggs McKinnon

WEDNESDAY MEAL: February 7
Menu:
Cost:
Time:

COUNTERS FOR FEBRUARY
Meryl Lawrence
Martha McGinnis
Ronnie Wilson
DEACON AT THE DOOR
Jane Simpson

Adult $5.00 (6th Grade and up)
Children $3.00 (5th Grade and under)
Maximum per family: $16
5:30-6:30 PM

Names:_________________________________________________
CANNED MEAT FOR YOKEFELLOW
January Goal: 30
January Donations: 36
February Goal: 30
February Donations: 1
Our new item for the next four months is canned meat, and we have exceeded our goal for January! Please continue to remember the needy as you
shop for your groceries. Thank you for being a part of this vital ministry.
COLLEGE STUDENTS AWAY MINISTRY
The College Student Away Committee needs your help. We will again be
sending Valentine treats to our college students. Donations are needed—
homemade or bought—to fill the boxes. If you can help with this project
bring your treats to the church office by Thursday, February 8. We’ll be
sorting, boxing and mailing the boxes on Friday the 9th.Thank you for your
help with this—the students love it! If you have any questions, call Meryl
Lawrence at 429-4993.

Records for January 28, 2018
Sunday School Attendance ....... 119
Morning Worship Attendance .. 168
Budget Requirements...... $8,664.00
Budget Offering .............. $8,067.00
Special Offerings ............... $841.00
Total ............................. $8,908.00
Budget to Date
Required by 1-28-18 ... $147,288.00
Received by 1-28-18 ... $164,026.26
Building Fund
Received ............................ $301.00
Capital Campaign ......................... $
To Date ....................... $419,892.71

BAPTIST WOMEN’S DAY, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11
We are excited to welcome Vera Strelchenko and her daughter, Anna,
back to First Baptist Church on Sunday, February 11. Vera and Anna will
travel to the United States later this week and will be speaking in churches
for three weeks to raise awareness, financial support and prayer opportunities for their ministry.
Baptist Women’s Day will also feature the leadership of the women in our
church, including a women’s choir, children’s message, report from our
WMU on our Missions Education Programs and other aspects of the service. We will also have a time of prayer to commission Judy Bond and
Laura Hodge for their mission trip to Swaziland. Join us for worship at
10:55!

MEDICAL MISSIONS OVER-THE-COUNTER MEDICATION
INGATHERING, FEBRUARY 4
We are excited to announce that Judy Bond and Laura Hodge will be a
part of a medical mission team to Swaziland in February. On Sunday, February 4, please consider making a donation of the following over-thecounter mediations: Ibuprofen, inexpensive reading glasses, Benadryl,
Aspirin & Children’s Tylenol.
Laura also suggested that if you were interested in purchasing the items
at Medicine Box, she would sell them to you at cost. Just mention that you
are purchasing them for the Swaziland Mission Trip. You may bring items
to the church office on or before the 4th! Thank you for your contributions
and prayers for this mission project!
DISCIPLESHIP TRAINING CLASSES FOR SPRING 2018
Discipleship Training at First Baptist resumes Sunday, February 11, 6
PM, with classes for Children, Youth and Adults. Children, Grades 3-5, will
meet in Room 106 for Bible Drill, where they will commit to learning the
books of the Bible and memorizing scripture. The class is led by Joe
Hughes and Beth Heffner. Youth, grades 6-12, will meet in the Youth Basement and the class will be led by John Miller. Adults will have two options:
 Rev.’s Chuck and Jessica Godfrey will lead The Five Love Languages by Gary Chapman. The class is designed for married couples and will run February 11-March 18. The class will meet in
Room 205 on the main level. The book is needed for the class and
can be found on Amazon.com or you may order through the
church for a cost of $9.00 (Paperback).
 Rev. Terry Honeycutt will lead Scriptures that Comfort and
Challenge. The class is designed for adults who desire to learn
more about the meaning and context of popular Bible verses/
passages and also the Bible’s more difficult scriptures. There is
no cost for the class and the location is TBD. The class will meet
February 11-March 18.
Dr. Jim McConnell, New Testament Professor at Gardner-Webb, will be
back with us in April (April 8-22, 6 PM) to teach the Annual Bible Study on
the First Epistle of Peter. No only will Dr. McConnell help us to unlock the
riches of First Peter, but will also provide us with skills and techniques to
help us become better interpreters of scripture. The class will cost $10 per
person and the location is TBD.
You may sign up for each of these classes by calling the church office
(ask for Tim), by email (timfbcr@gmail.com), or on the registration sheets
provided at the church. Thank you for your interest in growing in your walk
with God!

PASTOR’S COLUMN
[John] proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am
not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you
with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." (Mark 1:7-8, NRSV)
Being baptized was a special act of worship for me. In a service of worship, the
pastor introduced me, though not as elaborate as we sometimes do at First Baptist
Church, and spoke the liturgy as he held his hand over my head, “In obedience to
the command of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and upon your public profession
of faith in Him, I baptize you my brother Tim Marsh in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” And, as he lowered me into the water, he proclaimed, “Buried with Jesus in baptism…” As he brought me out of the water, he
proclaimed, “Risen to walk in newness of life.” I remember those words clearly.
Growing up in a large Southern Baptist Church in Birmingham, I heard Dr. Wimberly baptize many. I can still hear those words and his voice clearly.
The church has had many controversies regarding Baptism. Who can be baptized?
How much water can we use? Do you have to be baptized? Should you ever be rebaptized? These are excellent questions. They address issues of importance. We
want to be faithful followers of Christ and thus, we want to get baptism correct.
However, we miss something. Read the text above once again. John the Baptist’s
ministry preceded Jesus. In fact, it’s possible that not only did Jesus sit amongst the
crowds, listening to John, but some of Jesus’ disciples did so as well. It’s possible
that Jesus and Peter knew each other from gathering to hear John preach. Maybe
Peter and Jesus were baptized on the same day. We don’t know. The text is silent
and I’m speculating. However, John makes a distinction between the baptism he
offered and the baptism “the one who is coming after me” offers. John baptized with
a substance – water. Jesus would baptize with the very Spirit of God.
Baptism, Baptist, baptize and the like all come from a Greek verb baptizo, which
simply means “to bathe” or “immerse.” For John, his baptism in water was a forerunner of the “real thing.” It was a “baptism of repentance.” That is, instead of offering the prescribed sacrifices at the Jerusalem Temple for the forgiveness of sins, as
taught in the law, the people went to John and performed this ritual, proclaiming
their repentance.
At the same time, the substance that John immersed his followers in was common
water. The one to come – Jesus – would immerse with the Holy Spirit. Instead of
bathing His followers in water only, they would be bathed in the Spirit of God. Formerly, the Holy Spirit was given to Kings, to prophets, and others called by God for
a special task. Now and forevermore, the same Spirit who empowered the prophets,
accompanied the Kings, and anointed God’s special few would now be with all
God’s people.
We continue to baptize with water as a symbol of what has already taken place in
the life of one professing faith in Jesus Christ and committing to walk with Christ
daily. We believe that through Christ, they have already been immersed by the Holy
Spirit. Baptism is not so much about how much water to be used, when the baptism
is performed or any of the many concerns we raise. Rather, baptism is about the
Holy Spirit coming on your life so that your entire life is absorbed into the life of
Christ and the Kingdom of God. And, with the presence of the Holy Spirit in our
lives, we will see the world through a new set of lens – lens that give us a glimpse
into how God sees the world.
Grace and peace,
Tim

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
RUTHERFORDTON, NORTH CAROLINA
SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE
February 4, 2018
10:55 AM

GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE
*Benediction
*Departing Song (512)
“We Go in Peace”
EDWARDS
We go in peace, we go in love,
We go with grace and mercy from the Lord above
To tell the world this very thing:
That Jesus Christ is Lord and King, Jesus Christ is Lord and King!

Sermon Series: Just Jesus
CALL TO WORSHIP
Greetings and Announcements
Leader: The Lord is Risen!
People: He is Risen indeed!
Lighting the Acolyte Candles
*Hymn 339
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”
*Invocation

CCLI#1858884

Tim Marsh

*Postlude
*Congregation Standing

CORONATION

**Please remember to silence your cell phones or electronic devices**

Jane Simpson

REMEMBER AND GIVE THANKS
Children’s Message
Beth Heffner
Voluntary
The Morning Prayer/Lord’s Prayer
John Miller
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.
*Hymn of Offertory 578 “The Great Physician”
GREAT PHYSICIAN
*Scripture and Prayer of Offertory Acts 20:35
Mackenzie Hughes
Offertory
HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
The Written Word
Mark 1:40-45
Tim Marsh
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Anthem
The Spoken Word

“He Hideth My Soul”
(Text is Hymn #611)

arr. Drennan

“When Clean Touches Unclean”

Tim Marsh

*Hymn 435
“Share His Love”
SULLIVAN
(We invite all who desire to make public professions of faith or transfer
church membership to do so at this time. And, we encourage all with
special prayer needs to pray with the pastor or pray silently at the altar
for personal or intercessory prayer needs.)

Funeral Food Alert
Team #7
Sharon Scruggs
Jane Simpson

OFFERINGS AND CONTRIBUTIONS BY MAIL
We are grateful to each of you for your faithful offerings to First Baptist
Church. We hope to provide several ways for you to give to make it more
convenient for you. More than that, we believe that your contributions
should remain confidential. If you prefer to mail your tithes and offerings to
the church please address them as follows: First Baptist Church, Attn: Financial Secretary, PO Box 839, Rutherfordton, NC 28139.
Adding the attention line to the Financial Secretary will ensure that Debbie
will receive the contributions directly. Thank you for your faithfulness to
support the ministries of First Baptist Church.

