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Nurture ~ Empower ~ Inspire

The Face of Success
     Much research has been spent on facial expressions and micro-expressions. You can “read” a person’s 
face and learn a lot about what they are feeling, etc. Last year many students had the expression of 
success. To see a student have that revelation of understanding is a wonderful experience for any 
teacher. Or the confidence a student exhibits when they know how to do something and can do it 
well. Success has many faces: kindergartners who know their a-b-c’s and can count to 100; a pianist 
or singer finishing her or his first solo in front of an audience; the smile of satisfaction that comes 
from knowing they did well on a test; the exhilaration an athlete feels from pushing themselves and 
accomplishing goals; and the uplifting joy from helping someone else and seeing the positive effect 
on them.  It is part of the Miramonte experience to be that “face” and the joy that comes with it. 
Come visit and see all the faces!Indeed, at Miramonte there are many ways to succeed. And that is 
the point, isn’t it? School needs to be a place where students can stretch themselves – academically, 

physically, socially, and spiritually, a place where the teachers guide the 
students to find the needed knowledge and to develop their skills so that 
they can discern truth from error, solve real-world problems in a 
meaningful way, be compassionate and thoughtful towards others, and to find purpose for their own lives.So 
Miramonte teachers nurture, empower, and inspire their students. They create a safe and supportive learning 
environment, so that children can focus on the positives of learning and feel safe trying new skills. 
Miramonte teachers also empower them so 
that they feel confident in their new-found 
knowledge and skills. More than this, 
Miramonte is a Christian school that aims 
to inspire students  to a purpose-filled life 

in which they use their education to be a blessing to others. Confidence – 
understanding - skills – unselfish joy – all are part of the face of success. 
And that makes Miramonte so worth it.

You’re Invited . . . Back to School Night
August 30, 2018

6:30 - 8:30 pm, starts in the Gym
Hot lunches begin this week 
on Tuesdays and Fridays. 

Upcoming Events


Aug. 20  1st Day of School

Aug. 30        Back to School Night   

Sept. 21  H&S Walk-a-Thon !

Oct. 1-5  Fall Week of Prayer

More information at 
www.miramonteschool.org 
and daily posts on our 
Facebook page “Miramonte 
Christian School”

Miramonte Christian School

1175 Altamead Drive

Los Altos, CA 94024

(650) 967-2783


3 year olds - 8th grade

Begin with the End in Mind
   The second habit of theSeven Habits of Highly Effective People is to begin with 
the end in mind. Just so, as Miramonte starts a new school year, we begin with a 
vision of what we want to see our children gain when they finally don the 
graduation robes and march to Pomp and Circumstances. Miramonte graduates 
need certain skills and competencies: to read on grade level or higher; to master 
basic mathematic computations and understand math concepts (even some Algebra, 
too); to understand history, appreciate diversity and various cultures; to be able to 

work within the scientific method and stay up-to-date with science; to have a 
healthy body; to know how to research and discriminate whether information is 

factual; key tech skills, such as keyboarding and using small office applications. 

And yet there is so much more, Miramonte students are to graduate with a personal, 
saving relationship with Jesus Christ. We want each child to become a compassionate citizen 
- just like Jesus was and is. We want them to be critical thinkers and courageous leaders. And 
through their time at Miramonte, we plan and pray that they become inspired - to find 
purpose in their lives to be Jesus’s disciple in a world that needs Him so much!

The Principal’s 
Window


with Rick Maloon

Fond Farewell to Family
       Summer is the time when there can be some 
personnel movement. Such is unfortunately the 
situation at Miramonte. Miss Maldonado has 
decided to work in a different role in a different 
location. She will be missed greatly, although we 
were just getting to know her. 

The longer someone is with us, the harder it is to 
see them go. Mrs. Welch and Mrs. Elliott have also 
made last year their last at Miramonte. Both have a 
big place in all of our hearts. Both have been a part 
of Miramonte for decades. Although Mrs. Welch has recently worked in the office the past five years, her 
connection with Miramonte goes back some twenty (or a little more) years when her children started 
attending Miramonte, and Mrs. Welch helped in various capacities. She is an amazing woman who is loaded 
with talent and is one of the nicest people you will ever meet. 

Mrs. Elliott has been working at Miramonte for thirty-five years. She has welcomed in generations of 
Miramonte families and ministered to hundreds of children and their families. She is also very kind and has 
been an office support in so many ways. She truly is an icon and the face of Miramonte. But we need to 
share her with her own family; her husband and family will have the blessing of Mrs. Elliott that we have 
treasured so much. Farewell is not forever, and we hope that we will see these ladies from time to time at 
some of our various functions or just to come by and spend time with the students and staff. If you see any 
of them, please share your appreciation for the love and care that they so unselfishly gave to our children 
over time.



Kelen Fu, After School Care Supervisor        
This year after school care will be supervised by Kelen Fu and Camesha Curtis. Although not 
known by many, Mrs. Fu is not new to Miramonte. Last year she enrolled her son Kayden in 
the Miramonte Early Learning Center (MELC), and ever since then they have happily become 
a part of the Miramonte school family. 

Mrs. Fu grew up in the San Mateo area and graduated from a dental assistance program after 
high school. She is a very devout Christian and enjoys 

time with her family and teaching Sabbath School in her 
home church. Kelen says that two of her personal goals 
are “to be a good example to everyone around her and 
that everyday she helps at least one person.” As the after 
school supervisor, she will have plenty of opportunity to 
meet those goals with our students. Her favorite Bible 
verse is Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me.” Here is a supervisor we 
know is dedicated to take good care of our students.

 Camesha Curtis, Business Manager & After School Care Director

     Camesha Curtis and her family moved here from Florida because her husband Sean 
joined the medical team at Stanford University. While touring Miramonte for their 
daughters’ new school, Mrs. Curtis was impressed to inquire if there was any work 
available. While she is qualified to work at any of the major companies in our area, she 
prefers to be where her daughters are. 

After earning an undergraduate degree in Business Administration, Mrs. Curtis has had a 
very successful career in finances over the past twelve-plus years, managing over a billion 

dollars of her clients’ investments.  During 
that time period, she also earned her MBA 
and has been a lecturer in finance for 
colleges. 

Currently, she has the able assistance of 
Debra Powell, the East Palo Alto Church 
treasurer, who has been instrumental in the 
transition in Miramonte’s finance 
department. Mrs. Curtis is excited to join 
the Miramonte school family and has 
already been making a positive impact. 

Viviana Malo, Secretary - Receptionist   

When you visit Miramonte this year, you will see a familiar face in a new location. 
Viviana Malo has joined the Miramonte team as our secretary. She comes from a big 
family and enjoys being around children, including staying at home to raise her four 
children – now all Miramonte students. She is an alumna of MVA, and while she was in 
college she studied graphic design, early childhood, and health science, which has been 
useful in her prior employment and will come in handy in the office. She is very 
organized, great at communication (including helping those that need a translator), a great 
team player, and super at customer service. 

She has already been organizing the office with Mrs. Branderiz. The staff loves working 
with her, and we are sure that all of Miramonte will appreciate her welcoming presence at 
school. Viviana shared, “I really love the teachers and staff that we have working with and 
nurturing our kids.  I’m very excited to be working on a team with them as the new 
secretary. I will enjoy communicating with the parents and seeing all the children grow 
throughout the years. I thank God for blessing me with this opportunity because I’m really 
happy to be where my children are and being able to serve others.” We are glad for her 
“human sunshine” on campus. Mrs. Malo is such a blessing!

Meet the New Staff
    

Kristie Creitz, 6th Grade Teacher
 Miramonte’s new 6th grade teacher, Kristie Creitz, joins our dedicated team from Fresno 
Adventist Academy where she has been teaching for the last four years. She has moved to the 
Silicon Valley with her husband Randy, MVA’s new Bible teacher, and their three children. 

Mrs. Creitz has been in education for several years. She earned her B.S. degree in Elementary 
Education at Montana State University before moving to the Walla Walla University area 
where she stayed home to raise their children and served as a substitute teacher. Prior to 
teaching middle school at Fresno, she spent the 
previous six years teaching at two of our Adventist 
schools in Idaho. Throughout her career, Mrs. Creitz 
has distinguished herself as a deeply spiritual, very 
talented educator who loves her students, is 
particularly strong with curriculum in various subjects, 
and has a passion for outreach and service.  

Needless to say, Miramonte is excited to have her 
become part of the school family. Her favorite Bible 
text is Joshua 1:19, “Be strong and courageous. Do not 
be afraid; do not be discouraged for the LORD you 
God will be with you wherever you go.” So grateful 
that our new teacher is one who walks with God!


