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Intro:  Leaders influence others to learn and to accomplish more; leaders inform, 

empower, and inspire. 

John Maxwell – “Leadership is not about titles, positions, or flow charts.  It is 

about one life influencing another.” 

Great leadership elevates a people; poor leadership tears them down.  This is true 

for families, businesses, churches, cities, states, and nations. 

In the final years of the nation of Israel, leadership was failing. 

 

1.  The Spiritual leadership of Priests and Prophets.   

(two groups identified in vss. 4 and 5 below = priests and prophets) 

Priests served in worship and as educators; (See Lev. 10:10-11) Prophets were to 

proclaim the word of the LORD, not just what people wanted to hear. 

Hosea 4:1-9 (NLT2) 1  Hear the word of the LORD, O people of Israel! The 

LORD has brought charges against you, saying: “There is no faithfulness, no 

kindness, no knowledge of God in your land.  
2  You make vows and break them; you kill and steal and commit adultery. There is 

violence everywhere— one murder after another.  
3  That is why your land is in mourning, and everyone is wasting away. Even the 

wild animals, the birds of the sky, and the fish of the sea are disappearing.  

 (Vss. 1-3 and 6a = consequences of failed spiritual leadership) 
 

4  “Don’t point your finger at someone else and try to pass the blame! My 

complaint, you priests, is with you.  
5  So you will stumble in broad daylight, and your false prophets will fall with you 

in the night. And I will destroy Israel, your mother.  
6  My people are being destroyed because they don’t know me. Since you priests 

refuse to know me, I refuse to recognize you as my priests. Since you have 

forgotten the laws of your God, I will forget to bless your children.  
7  The more priests there are, the more they sin against me. They have exchanged 

the glory of God for the shame of idols.  
8  “When the people bring their sin offerings, the priests get fed. So the priests are 

glad when the people sin!  



9  ‘And what the priests do, the people also do.’ So now I will punish both priests 

and people for their wicked deeds.  

 

• Pervasive Problems (1-3) 

• Pass the blame (4) 

• Priests and Prophets (4-5) 

• Priests refuse to know or remember (6) 

• Priests rebel and are profit motivated (7-8) 

• Priests set a low standard that is copied (9) 

• Punishment comes to priests and people (9) 

Hosea 6:9 (NLT2) 9  Priests form bands of robbers, waiting in ambush for their 

victims. They murder travelers along the road to Shechem and practice every kind 

of sin.  

 

Lamentations 2:14 (NLT2) 14  Your prophets have said so many foolish things, 

false to the core. They did not save you from exile by pointing out your sins. 

Instead, they painted false pictures, filling you with false hope.  

 

(Two centuries after Hosea, Ezekiel proclaims against this same corruption of 

spiritual leadership as the Southern Nation of Judah has been taken captive by 

Babylon in 597 B.C.) 

Ezekiel 22:23-31 (NLT2) 23  Again a message came to me from the LORD:  
24  “Son of man, give the people of Israel this message: In the day of my 

indignation, you will be like a polluted land, a land without rain.  
25  Your princes plot conspiracies just as lions stalk their prey. They devour 

innocent people, seizing treasures and extorting wealth. They make many widows 

in the land.  
26  Your priests have violated my instructions and defiled my holy things. They 

make no distinction between what is holy and what is not. And they do not teach 

my people the difference between what is ceremonially clean and unclean. They 

disregard my Sabbath days so that I am dishonored among them.  
27  Your leaders are like wolves who tear apart their victims. They actually destroy 

people’s lives for money!  
28  And your prophets cover up for them by announcing false visions and making 

lying predictions. They say, ‘My message is from the Sovereign LORD,’ when the 



LORD hasn’t spoken a single word to them.  
29  Even common people oppress the poor, rob the needy, and deprive foreigners of 

justice.  
30  “I looked for someone who might rebuild the wall of righteousness that guards 

the land. I searched for someone to stand in the gap in the wall so I wouldn’t 

have to destroy the land, but I found no one.  
31  So now I will pour out my fury on them, consuming them with the fire of my 

anger. I will heap on their heads the full penalty for all their sins. I, the Sovereign 

LORD, have spoken!”  

 

The critical importance that spiritual and moral instruction plays in a free 

society:  Clay Christensen of Harvard Business School on Religious Freedom 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/YjntXYDPw44 

 

2.  The Secular leadership of Princes and Judges. 

Hosea 5:1-9 (NLT2) 1  “Hear this, you priests. Pay attention, you leaders of Israel. 

Listen, you members of the royal family. Judgment has been handed down against 

you. For you have led the people into a snare by worshiping the idols at Mizpah 

and Tabor.  
2  You have dug a deep pit to trap them at Acacia Grove. But I will settle with you 

for what you have done.  
3  I know what you are like, O Ephraim. You cannot hide yourself from me, 

O Israel. You have left me as a prostitute leaves her husband; you are utterly 

defiled.  
4  Your deeds won’t let you return to your God. You are a prostitute through and 

through, and you do not know the LORD.  
5  “The arrogance of Israel testifies against her; Israel and Ephraim will stumble 

under their load of guilt. Judah, too, will fall with them.  
6  When they come with their flocks and herds to offer sacrifices to the LORD, they 

will not find him, because he has withdrawn from them.  
7  They have betrayed the honor of the LORD, bearing children that are not his. 

Now their false religion will devour them along with their wealth.  
8  “Sound the alarm in Gibeah! Blow the trumpet in Ramah! Raise the battle cry in 

Beth-aven! Lead on into battle, O warriors of Benjamin!  
9  One thing is certain, Israel: On your day of punishment, you will become a heap 

of rubble.  
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Hosea 7:5-7 (NLT2) 5  On royal holidays, the princes get drunk with wine, 

carousing with those who mock them.  
6  Their hearts are like an oven blazing with intrigue. Their plot smolders through 

the night, and in the morning it breaks out like a raging fire.  
7  Burning like an oven, they consume their leaders. They kill their kings one 

after another, and no one cries to me for help.  

 

After Jereboam II, Israel descended into greater violence and political unrest 

and instability, and never repenting of their national sins: 

2 Kings 15:8-10 (NLT2) 8  Zechariah son of Jeroboam II began to rule over Israel 

in the thirty-eighth year of King Uzziah’s reign in Judah. He reigned in Samaria six 

months.  
9  Zechariah did what was evil in the LORD’s sight, as his ancestors had done. He 

refused to turn from the sins that Jeroboam son of Nebat had led Israel to commit.  
10  Then Shallum son of Jabesh conspired against Zechariah, assassinated him in 

public, and became the next king.  

 

2 Kings 15:13-14 (NLT2) 13  Shallum son of Jabesh began to rule over Israel in the 

thirty-ninth year of King Uzziah’s reign in Judah. Shallum reigned in Samaria only 

one month.  
14  Then Menahem son of Gadi went to Samaria from Tirzah and assassinated him, 

and he became the next king.  

 

2 Kings 15:25 (NLT2) 25  Then Pekah son of Remaliah, the commander of 

Pekahiah’s army, conspired against him. With fifty men from Gilead, Pekah 

assassinated the king, along with Argob and Arieh, in the citadel of the palace at 

Samaria. And Pekah reigned in his place.  

 

Hosea 8:2-4 (NLT2) 2  Now Israel pleads with me, ‘Help us, for you are our God!’  
3  But it is too late. The people of Israel have rejected what is good, and now their 

enemies will chase after them.  
4  The people have appointed kings without my consent, and princes without my 

knowledge. By making idols for themselves from their silver and gold, they have 

brought about their own destruction.  

 



Desire for power and passions and possessions can corrupt secular leaders 

where they are warped from their desire to be “public servants” by these selfish 

desires of the flesh. 

Colin Powell – “Leadership is solving problems.  The day soldiers stop bringing you 

their problems is the day you have stopped leading them, they have either lost 

confidence that you can help or concluded you do not care.  Either case is a 

failure of leadership.” 

The importance in our republic for godly people to be politically involved. 

God does not just judge the political leaders and the priests.  When leadership 

fails the people become increasingly corrupt and His judgment also falls on the 

people.  With the echoes of anarchy in some of our cities and the evidence of 

false teachers and prophets on our airways and internet, and the increasing 

polarity of our politics – where is America on this downward slope towards 

God’s judgment? 

 

Closing Song:  Zach Williams and Dolly Parton “There Was Jesus” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37wV6D49iEY 

 

Optional Closing Song by Redeemed, a young southern gospel quartet group 

from Indiana - “Is that footsteps that I hear” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cmd6D4OLBFw 
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