
Acts 8:5-40  Philip and The Ethiopian Eunuch  Jan 17 2021 

Intro:  The importance of biblical baptism. 

 

1.  Even when God is blessing he may call you to bounce. 

Acts 8:5–7 (NLT) — 5 Philip, for example, went to the city of Samaria and told the 

people there about the Messiah. 6 Crowds listened intently to Philip because they 

were eager to hear his message and see the miraculous signs he did. 7 Many evil 

spirits were cast out, screaming as they left their victims. And many who had been 

paralyzed or lame were healed.  

Acts 8:12 (NLT) — 12 But now the people believed Philip’s message of Good News 

concerning the Kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ. As a result, many 

men and women were baptized.  

Acts 8:26 (NLT) — 26 As for Philip, an angel of the Lord said to him, “Go south 

down the desert road that runs from Jerusalem to Gaza.”  

Acts 8:39–40 (NLT) — 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the 

Lord snatched Philip away. The eunuch never saw him again but went on his way 

rejoicing. 40 Meanwhile, Philip found himself farther north at the town of Azotus. 

He preached the Good News there and in every town along the way until he came 

to Caesarea.  

Acts 16:6–10 (NLT) — 6 Next Paul and Silas traveled through the area of Phrygia 

and Galatia, because the Holy Spirit had prevented them from preaching the word 

in the province of Asia at that time. 7 Then coming to the borders of Mysia, they 

headed north for the province of Bithynia, but again the Spirit of Jesus did not 

allow them to go there. 8 So instead, they went on through Mysia to the seaport 

of Troas. 9 That night Paul had a vision: A man from Macedonia in northern 

Greece was standing there, pleading with him, “Come over to Macedonia and 

help us!” 10 So we decided to leave for Macedonia at once, having concluded that 

God was calling us to preach the Good News there.  

1 Corinthians 16:9 (NLT) — 9 There is a wide-open door for a great work here, 

although many oppose me.  



 

2.  You need to walk beside people who are seeking spiritual truth. 

Acts 8:26–29 (NLT) — 26 As for Philip, an angel of the Lord said to him, “Go south 

down the desert road that runs from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, 

and he met the treasurer of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under the 

Kandake, the queen of Ethiopia. The eunuch had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 

28 and he was now returning. Seated in his carriage, he was reading aloud from 

the book of the prophet Isaiah. 29 The Holy Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and 

walk along beside the carriage.”  

1 Corinthians 5:9–10 (NLT) — 9 When I wrote to you before, I told you not to 

associate with people who indulge in sexual sin. 10 But I wasn’t talking about 

unbelievers who indulge in sexual sin, or are greedy, or cheat people, or worship 

idols. You would have to leave this world to avoid people like that.  

1 Corinthians 9:22 (NLT) — 22 When I am with those who are weak, I share their 

weakness, for I want to bring the weak to Christ. Yes, I try to find common ground 

with everyone, doing everything I can to save some.  

1 Corinthians 9:22 (ESV) — 22 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the 

weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some.  

 

3.  You should begin where they are, and use biblical truth to lead them to 

Jesus. 

Acts 8:30–35 (NLT) — 30 Philip ran over and heard the man reading from the 

prophet Isaiah. Philip asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 The 

man replied, “How can I, unless someone instructs me?” And he urged Philip to 

come up into the carriage and sit with him. 32 The passage of Scripture he had 

been reading was this: “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter. And as a lamb is 

silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth. 33 He was humiliated and 

received no justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken 

from the earth.” 34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, was the prophet talking 

about himself or someone else?” 35 So beginning with this same Scripture, Philip 

told him the Good News about Jesus.  



Isaiah 56:3–5 (NLT) — 3 “Don’t let foreigners who commit themselves to the LORD 

say, ‘The LORD will never let me be part of his people.’ And don’t let the eunuchs 

say, ‘I’m a dried-up tree with no children and no future.’ 4 For this is what the 

LORD says: I will bless those eunuchs who keep my Sabbath days holy and who 

choose to do what pleases me and commit their lives to me. 5 I will give them—

within the walls of my house— a memorial and a name far greater than sons and 

daughters could give. For the name I give them is an everlasting one. It will never 

disappear!  

Isaiah 53:1–12 (NLT) — 1 Who has believed our message? To whom has the LORD 

revealed his powerful arm? 2 My servant grew up in the LORD’s presence like a 

tender green shoot, like a root in dry ground. There was nothing beautiful or 

majestic about his appearance, nothing to attract us to him. 3 He was despised 

and rejected— a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief. We turned our 

backs on him and looked the other way. He was despised, and we did not care. 4 

Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him down. 

And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God, a punishment for his 

own sins! 5 But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. He was 

beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be healed. 6 All of us, 

like sheep, have strayed away. We have left God’s paths to follow our own. Yet 

the LORD laid on him the sins of us all. 7 He was oppressed and treated harshly, 

yet he never said a word. He was led like a lamb to the slaughter. And as a sheep 

is silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth. 8 Unjustly condemned, 

he was led away. No one cared that he died without descendants, that his life was 

cut short in midstream. But he was struck down for the rebellion of my people. 9 

He had done no wrong and had never deceived anyone. But he was buried like a 

criminal; he was put in a rich man’s grave. 10 But it was the LORD’s good plan to 

crush him and cause him grief. Yet when his life is made an offering for sin, he will 

have many descendants. He will enjoy a long life, and the LORD’s good plan will 

prosper in his hands. 11 When he sees all that is accomplished by his anguish, he 

will be satisfied. And because of his experience, my righteous servant will make it 

possible for many to be counted righteous, for he will bear all their sins. 12 I will 

give him the honors of a victorious soldier, because he exposed himself to death. 

He was counted among the rebels. He bore the sins of many and interceded for 

rebels.  



 

4.  Baptism is a step of obedience in beginning your new life in Christ. 

Acts 8:36–39 (NLT) — 36 As they rode along, they came to some water, and the 

eunuch said, “Look! There’s some water! Why can’t I be baptized?” 38 He ordered 

the carriage to stop, and they went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 

39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip 

away. The eunuch never saw him again but went on his way rejoicing.  

Matthew 28:18–20 (NLT) — 18 Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been 

given all authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go and make disciples of 

all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 

Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. 

And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  

 

• In the book of Acts, baptism was by immersion and followed belief in 

Jesus for salvation.  Baptism does not save you – it is a way of giving your 

testimony that shows you are saved. 

I preached first today before the music service so that you can go with me now 

to get ready and be baptized at the end of the service today. 

(“Meet the new me” shirts) 

 

Closing song after the music service and after baptism. 

Carrie Underwood, “Something in the water.” Lyric video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QmLFCqjdgaI 


