
Acts 2 vss 1 to 13 The Birthday Of The Church  Oct 18 2020 

Intro:  The second chapter of Acts marks a turning point in the history of God's 

kingdom. A new phase of His redemptive plan unfolds as the church is born. In 

chapter 1 the disciples were to wait for the coming of the Holy Spirit; in chapter 2 

He comes. In chapter 1 the disciples were equipped; in chapter 2 they are 

empowered. In chapter 1 they were held back; in chapter 2 they are sent forth. In 

chapter 1 the Savior ascended; in chapter 2 the Spirit descends. The promises of 

the Lord Jesus Christ given in chapter 1 (1:5, 8) come to fulfillment, as the 

believers gathered in the upper room receive the wonderful promise of the Father.  

-MacArthur New Testament Commentary, The - Acts 1-12. 

 

1.  The Birthdate of the Church As Predicted In The Feasts. 

Acts 2:1 (NLT2) 1  On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together 

in one place.  

The day of Pentecost was an annual feast that followed the Feast of 

Firstfruits by a week of weeks (i.e., seven weeks, or 49 days) and therefore 

also was called the Feast of Weeks (cf. Lev. 23:15-22). The name 

"Pentecost," of Greek derivation, means 50 because it was the 50th day after 

the Firstfruits feast (Lev. 23:16). 

Leviticus 23:11-12 (NLT2) 11  On the day after the Sabbath, (Of Passover) the priest 
will lift it up before the LORD so it may be accepted on your behalf.  
12  On that same day you must sacrifice a one-year-old male lamb with no defects 
as a burnt offering to the LORD. 

Leviticus 23:15-17 (NLT2) 15  “From the day after the Sabbath—the day you bring 

the bundle of grain to be lifted up as a special offering—count off seven full 

weeks.  
16  Keep counting until the day after the seventh Sabbath, fifty days later. Then 

present an offering of new grain to the LORD.  
17  From wherever you live, bring two loaves of bread to be lifted up before the 

LORD as a special offering. Make these loaves from four quarts of choice flour, 

and bake them with yeast. They will be an offering to the LORD from the first of 

your crops.  
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*In The Resurrection, Jesus was the firstfruit offering waved before God, Fulfilling 

the feast of Penteost, the Church as a “Harvest” offering waved before the LORD, 

Jew and Gentile! 

1 Corinthians 3:9 (NLT2) 9  For we are both God’s workers. And you are God’s 

field. You are God’s building.  

 

Luke 10:2 (NLT2) 2  These were his instructions to them: “The harvest is great, but 

the workers are few. So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to 

send more workers into his fields.  

 

2.  The Beautiful Indications Of the Spirit’s Presence. 

Acts 2:2-3 (NLT2) 2  Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a 
mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting.  
3  Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each 
of them. 

The references to "wind" and "fire" are significant. The word for "Spirit" 

(pneuma) is related to pnoe, the word translated "wind" here. It also means 

breath. Both nouns—"spirit" and "wind" or "breath"—are from the verb 

pneō, "to blow, to breathe." The sound like the blowing of a violent wind... 

from heaven points to the power of the Holy Spirit and the fullness of His 

coming. 

The tongues of fire portray the presence of God. Several times in the Old 

Testament God displayed Himself in the form of flames (Gen. 15:17; Ex. 

3:2-6; 13:21-22; 19:18; 40:38; cf. Matt. 3:11; Luke 3:16). 

Exodus 13:21-22 (NLT2) 21  The LORD went ahead of them. He guided them during 
the day with a pillar of cloud, and he provided light at night with a pillar of fire. 
This allowed them to travel by day or by night.  
22  And the LORD did not remove the pillar of cloud or pillar of fire from its place in 
front of the people. 

Exodus 19:18 (NLT2) 18  All of Mount Sinai was covered with smoke because the 
LORD had descended on it in the form of fire. The smoke billowed into the sky like 
smoke from a brick kiln, and the whole mountain shook violently. 
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No believer there was exempt from this experience, for the flames separated and 

came to rest on each of them. 

 

3.  The Baptism of the Spirit Gave The Church Power. 

Acts 2:4 (NLT2) 4  And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability.  

Acts 1:4-5 (NLT2) 4  Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, 
“Do not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told 
you before.  
5  John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit.” 

Acts 1:8 (NLT2) 8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon 

you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in 

Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  

The filling with the Holy Spirit is separate from the baptism of the Spirit. The 

Spirit's baptism occurs once for each believer at the moment of salvation (cf. 

11:15-16; Rom. 6:3; 1 Cor. 12:13; Col. 2:12),  

Romans 6:3 (NLT2) 3  Or have you forgotten that when we were joined with Christ 

Jesus in baptism, we joined him in his death?  

 

1 Corinthians 12:13 (NLT2) 13  Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are 

slaves, and some are free. But we have all been baptized into one body by one 

Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit.  

 

The Spirit's baptism occurs once for each believer at the moment of salvation but 

the Spirit's filling may occur not only at salvation but also on a number of 

occasions after salvation (Acts 4:8, 31; 6:3, 5; 7:55; 9:17; 13:9, 52). 

 

Acts 4:31 (NLT2) 31  After this prayer, the meeting place shook, and they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit. Then they preached the word of God with boldness. 
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An evidence of the baptism of the Holy Spirit was other tongues (heterais 

glōssais; cf. 11:15-16). These were undoubtedly spoken living languages; 

the word used in 2:6, 8 is dialektō, which means "language" and not ecstatic 

utterance. This gives insight into what is meant by "tongues" in chapters 2; 

10; 19; and in 1 Corinthians 12-14. 

Acts 2: 1-4 does not use the phrase “Baptism of the Spirit” but it was identified in 

Acts 1:5 and referenced again in Acts 11:15-16. 

Acts 11:15-16 (NLT2) 15  “As I began to speak,” Peter continued, “the Holy Spirit 
fell on them, just as he fell on us at the beginning. 16  Then I thought of the Lord’s 
words when he said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit.’ 

 

4.  The Bold Proclamation In The People’s “Heart Language.” 

Acts 2:5-11 (NLT2) 5  At that time there were devout Jews from every nation living 

in Jerusalem.  
6  When they heard the loud noise, everyone came running, and they were 

bewildered to hear their own languages being spoken by the believers.  
7  They were completely amazed. “How can this be?” they exclaimed. “These 

people are all from Galilee,  
8  and yet we hear them speaking in our own native languages!  
9  Here we are—Parthians, Medes, Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea, 

Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of Asia,  
10  Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from 

Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism),  
11  Cretans, and Arabs. And we all hear these people speaking in our own languages 

about the wonderful things God has done!”  

 

Jews of the "diaspora" (dispersion; cf. James 1:1; 1 Peter 1:1) were... in 

Jerusalem for the feast. Perhaps they were bilingual, speaking both Greek 

and their native languages. They were dumbfounded to hear Jews from 

Galilee speaking the languages of peoples surrounding the Mediterranean 

Sea. 
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It is a question whether only the Twelve spoke in tongues or all 120. Several 

factors support the idea of only the Twelve being involved in this 

phenomenon: (1) They are referred to as Galileans (Acts 2:7; cf. 1:11-13). 

(2) Peter stood up with "the Eleven" (2:14). (3) The nearest antecedent of 

"they" in verse 1 is the "apostles" in 1:26. However, a problem with this 

view is that the number of languages listed in 2:9-11 is more than 12. But 

one apostle could have spoken more than one language, in sequence. Still it 

is possible that all 120 spoke in tongues. Since the majority of them were 

from Galilee they could have been called Galileans. The references to the 

Twelve would have indicated they were the leaders of the 120. 

The apostles were proclaiming “The wonderful things God has done;” or simply, 

“The wonders of God.” 

 

5.  Your Beginning Point As A Seeker or a Skeptic. 

Acts 2:12-13 (NLT2) 12  They stood there amazed and perplexed. “What can this 

mean?” they asked each other.  
13  But others in the crowd ridiculed them, saying, “They’re just drunk, that’s all!”  

 

Acts 17:27-32 (ESV) 27  that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way 

toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us,  
28  for “‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own 

poets have said, “‘For we are indeed his offspring.’  
29  Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like 

gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man.  
30  The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people 

everywhere to repent,  
31  because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by 

a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising 

him from the dead.”  
32  Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. But 

others said, “We will hear you again about this.”  

Closing Song:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VDhWLf6MC0c 

= “Holy Spirit Song/Pentecost Song” Lyrics and music by Gorretti Girls. 

Indented passages above are from The Bible Knowledge Commentary 
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