
Acts 2 vss 14 to 41  Why You Should Believe In Jesus  Oct 25  2020 

Intro:  I hope that after last Sunday’s sermon, you took some time this past week 
to experience a fresh filling of the Holy Spirit.  God does not expect you to take a 
leap into the darkness, God expects you to step into the light.  He challenges you 
to “come let us reason together.”   Although it involves mind and emotion, your 
belief is not merely an emotional reaction; it is a logical response to evidence.  
You are not just randomly having “faith” you are to have faith in God that He will 
do what He says. 

Video on faith from the veracithy project:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJd380OzZC8 

Believing in Jesus is the cornerstone of the narrow path that leads to eternal life.  
Not believing in Jesus is the stumbling block that makes you fall into death and 
hell.  God loves you and sent Jesus so that you could repent of your disbelief and 
be born again – you can be saved.  Today we study the first sermon of the church; 
Peter, inspired by the Holy Spirit preaches this sermon during Pentecost at the 
Temple in Jerusalem. 

Acts 2:36 (NLT) — 36 “So let everyone in Israel know for certain that God has 
made this Jesus, whom you crucified, to be both Lord and Messiah!”  

 

 

1.  The Evidence of the Prophecy of Joel fulfilled that day. 

Acts 2:17–21 (NLT) — 17 ‘In the last days,’ God says, ‘I will pour out my Spirit 
upon all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see 
visions, and your old men will dream dreams. 18 In those days I will pour out my 
Spirit even on my servants—men and women alike— and they will prophesy. 19 
And I will cause wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below— 
blood and fire and clouds of smoke. 20 The sun will become dark, and the moon 
will turn blood red before that great and glorious day of the LORD arrives. 21 But 
everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.’  



(See Joel 2:28-29) – This passage warns that the last days and the day of the Lord 
will be a day of judgment.  It is partially fulfilled during Pentecost, and will find 
further completion during the tribulation and the return of Jesus. 

 

 

2.  The Evidence of the powerful miracles of Jesus. 

Acts 2:22 (NLT) — 22 “People of Israel, listen! God publicly endorsed Jesus the 
Nazarene by doing powerful miracles, wonders, and signs through him, as you 
well know.  

John 10:37–38 (NLT) — 37 Don’t believe me unless I carry out my Father’s work. 
38 But if I do his work, believe in the evidence of the miraculous works I have 
done, even if you don’t believe me. Then you will know and understand that the 
Father is in me, and I am in the Father.”  

John 20:30–31 (NLT) — 30 The disciples saw Jesus do many other miraculous 
signs in addition to the ones recorded in this book. 31 But these are written so 
that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that by believing in him you will have life by the power of his name.  

(Perhaps some of the 120 were recipients of those miracles; for certain they had 
all witnessed miracles as had many in Peter’s audience) 

 

3.  The evidence of the Predictions of King David of Jesus as the future Messiah 
who would not decay and who also predated him. 

Psalm 16:8–11 (NLT) — 8 I know the LORD is always with me. I will not be shaken, 
for he is right beside me. 9 No wonder my heart is glad, and I rejoice. My body 
rests in safety. 10 For you will not leave my soul among the dead or allow your 
holy one to rot in the grave. 11 You will show me the way of life, granting me the 
joy of your presence and the pleasures of living with you forever.  

Psalm 110:1 (NLT) — 1 The LORD said to my Lord, “Sit in the place of honor at my 
right hand until I humble your enemies, making them a footstool under your 
feet.”  



Acts 2:23–24 (NLT) — 23 But God knew what would happen, and his prearranged 
plan was carried out when Jesus was betrayed. With the help of lawless Gentiles, 
you nailed him to a cross and killed him. 24 But God released him from the 
horrors of death and raised him back to life, for death could not keep him in its 
grip.  

Acts 2:29–35 (NLT) — 29 “Dear brothers, think about this! You can be sure that 
the patriarch David wasn’t referring to himself, for he died and was buried, and 
his tomb is still here among us. 30 But he was a prophet, and he knew God had 
promised with an oath that one of David’s own descendants would sit on his 
throne. 31 David was looking into the future and speaking of the Messiah’s 
resurrection. He was saying that God would not leave him among the dead or 
allow his body to rot in the grave. 32 “God raised Jesus from the dead, and we are 
all witnesses of this. 33 Now he is exalted to the place of highest honor in heaven, 
at God’s right hand. And the Father, as he had promised, gave him the Holy Spirit 
to pour out upon us, just as you see and hear today. 34 For David himself never 
ascended into heaven, yet he said, ‘The LORD said to my Lord, “Sit in the place of 
honor at my right hand 35 until I humble your enemies, making them a footstool 
under your feet.” ’  

Acts 2:29–35 (NLT) — 29 “Dear brothers, think about this! You can be sure that 
the patriarch David wasn’t referring to himself, for he died and was buried, and 
his tomb is still here among us. 30 But he was a prophet, and he knew God had 
promised with an oath that one of David’s own descendants would sit on his 
throne. 31 David was looking into the future and speaking of the Messiah’s 
resurrection. He was saying that God would not leave him among the dead or 
allow his body to rot in the grave. 32 “God raised Jesus from the dead, and we are 
all witnesses of this. 33 Now he is exalted to the place of highest honor in heaven, 
at God’s right hand. And the Father, as he had promised, gave him the Holy Spirit 
to pour out upon us, just as you see and hear today. 34 For David himself never 
ascended into heaven, yet he said, ‘The LORD said to my Lord, “Sit in the place of 
honor at my right hand 35 until I humble your enemies, making them a footstool 
under your feet.” ’  

 

4.  The evidence of the powerful proof of the resurrection of Jesus. 



Acts 2:23–24 (NLT) — 23 But God knew what would happen, and his prearranged 
plan was carried out when Jesus was betrayed. With the help of lawless Gentiles, 
you nailed him to a cross and killed him. 24 But God released him from the 
horrors of death and raised him back to life, for death could not keep him in its 
grip.  

Acts 2:32 (NLT) — 32 “God raised Jesus from the dead, and we are all witnesses of 
this.  

1 Corinthians 15:14–19 (NLT) — 14 And if Christ has not been raised, then all our 
preaching is useless, and your faith is useless. 15 And we apostles would all be 
lying about God—for we have said that God raised Christ from the grave. But that 
can’t be true if there is no resurrection of the dead. 16 And if there is no 
resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised. 17 And if Christ has not 
been raised, then your faith is useless and you are still guilty of your sins. 18 In 
that case, all who have died believing in Christ are lost! 19 And if our hope in 
Christ is only for this life, we are more to be pitied than anyone in the world.  

1 Corinthians 15:20–21 (NLT) — 20 But in fact, Christ has been raised from the 
dead. He is the first of a great harvest of all who have died. 21 So you see, just as 
death came into the world through a man, now the resurrection from the dead 
has begun through another man.  

 

 

5.  On the basis of this evidence, I plead with you to repent and receive the 
promise of the Holy Spirit and salvation! 

Acts 2:37–41 (NLT) — 37 Peter’s words pierced their hearts, and they said to him 
and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter replied, “Each 
of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 39 This promise is to you, to your children, and to those far away—all 
who have been called by the Lord our God.” 40 Then Peter continued preaching 
for a long time, strongly urging all his listeners, “Save yourselves from this 
crooked generation!” 41 Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and 
added to the church that day—about 3,000 in all.  



2 Corinthians 6:2 (NLT) — 2 For God says, “At just the right time, I heard you. On 
the day of salvation, I helped you.” Indeed, the “right time” is now. Today is the 
day of salvation.  

Romans 10:9–10 (ESV) — 9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is 
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one 
confesses and is saved.  

 

Closing Song:  Casting Crowns “Here At Your Feet” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yT6lFcM-Fv8 

 


