
Acts 13:44 – 14: 7  Religious Jealousy  June 13 2021 

Intro:  There is often criticism and persecution when you seek to be obedient to 

your great commission given by Jesus Christ. This becomes more pronounced as 

the Spirit gives an increased harvest of new believers. 

 

1.  You are sent to evangelize and proselytize.   

We studied this great good news last week: 

Acts 13:38–39 (NLT) — 38 “Brothers, listen! We are here to proclaim that through 

this man Jesus there is forgiveness for your sins. 39 Everyone who believes in him 

is made right in God’s sight—something the law of Moses could never do.   (freed 

from everything from which you could not be freed by the law of Moses – ESV) 

This good news is proclaimed first to the Jew and then to the Gentiles to 

“proselytize” those who are being saved. Every member of the new church was 

“proselytized” from other beliefs.  It is a good thing when only one faith has the 

truth that leads to salvation. 

Romans 1:16 (NLT) — 16 For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It 

is the power of God at work, saving everyone who believes—the Jew first and also 

the Gentile.  

Acts 13:47–49 (NLT) — 47 For the Lord gave us this command when he said, ‘I 

have made you a light to the Gentiles, to bring salvation to the farthest corners of 

the earth.’” 48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were very glad and thanked 

the Lord for his message; and all who were chosen for eternal life became 

believers. 49 So the Lord’s message spread throughout that region.  

 

2.  The source of criticism and persecution is Satan and jealousy. 

Acts 13:44–45 (NLT) — 44 The following week almost the entire city turned out to 

hear them preach the word of the Lord. 45 But when some of the Jews saw the 

crowds, they were jealous; so they slandered Paul and argued against whatever 

he said.  



Acts 13:50 (NLT) — 50 Then the Jews stirred up the influential religious women 

and the leaders of the city, and they incited a mob against Paul and Barnabas and 

ran them out of town.  

“Jealous” and “Zealous” are the same word, with positive and negative 

applications. 

Romans 10:2 (ESV) — 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but 

not according to knowledge.  

James 4:1–5 (ESV) — 1 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? 

Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you? 2 You desire and do not 

have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You 

do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you 

ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 4 You adulterous people! Do you not 

know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever 

wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you 

suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the 

spirit that he has made to dwell in us”?  

James 3:14 (ESV) — 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your 

hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth.  

 

 

3.  When under persecution, be Spirit-led in your response: 

Refuse to be driven by fleshly fear; Walk in the Spirit; do not quench the Spirit. 

 

3a.  The Spirit may lead you to shift your focus where you are. 

Acts 13:46 (NLT) — 46 Then Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and declared, “It 

was necessary that we first preach the word of God to you Jews. But since you 

have rejected it and judged yourselves unworthy of eternal life, we will offer it to 

the Gentiles.  

 



3b.  The Spirit may lead you to shake off the dust. 

Acts 13:50–51 (NLT) — 50 Then the Jews stirred up the influential religious 

women and the leaders of the city, and they incited a mob against Paul and 

Barnabas and ran them out of town. 51 So they shook the dust from their feet as 

a sign of rejection and went to the town of Iconium.  

 

3c.  The Spirit may lead you to stay and be bold. 

Acts 14:1–3 (NLT) — 1 The same thing happened in Iconium. Paul and Barnabas 

went to the Jewish synagogue and preached with such power that a great number 

of both Jews and Greeks became believers. 2 Some of the Jews, however, spurned 

God’s message and poisoned the minds of the Gentiles against Paul and Barnabas. 

3 But the apostles stayed there a long time, preaching boldly about the grace of 

the Lord. And the Lord proved their message was true by giving them power to do 

miraculous signs and wonders.  

 

3d.  The Spirit may lead you to leave, and start fresh; but do not stay on the 

sideline! 

Acts 14:4–7 (NLT) — 4 But the people of the town were divided in their opinion 

about them. Some sided with the Jews, and some with the apostles. 5 Then a mob 

of Gentiles and Jews, along with their leaders, decided to attack and stone them. 

6 When the apostles learned of it, they fled to the region of Lycaonia—to the 

towns of Lystra and Derbe and the surrounding area. 7 And there they preached 

the Good News.  

(It is not inherently wrong nor cowardly to relocate; Paul did this often as the 

Spirit led him.) 

 

Closing Song: Cain – Yes He Can  (Be encouraged during hard times and 

encourage others in the Lord) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KtKBkpbOLPE 
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